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Amid  the  unavoidable  contentions  of  political  life, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  hour  may  be  occasionally  spared 
to  notice  the  pursuits  of  those  who  are  less  excitingly,  though 
not  unusefully,  employed — I  mean  the  scholar  and  literary 
inquirer,  such  as  the  subject  of  tlie  following  sketch. 

These  hours  indeed  cannot  be  many.  Through  life,  the 
position  of  an  English  Statesman  is  peculiar.  He  must  be,  if 
be  hopes  to  retain  his  standing  in  the  country,  pre-eminently 
a  man  of  labour.  Even  removal  from  power  ensures  little 
remission  from  work.  In  office,  he  must  originate  the 
policy  that  distinguishes  his  country.  Out  of  it,  he  is 
called  upon  to  examine  or  to  control  the  measures  introduced 
by  others.  But  in  either  case,  by  the  conscientious  exer- 
tion of  large  powers,  he  may  establish  a  name  that  will  die 

only  witli  his  countiy. 
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IV 

That  your  Lordship^  whether  in  or  out  of  office,  may 
receive  the  honours  fairly  earned  by  fearless  support  of  the 
integrity  of  the  great  institutions  of  the  State,  is  the  sincere 
wish  of. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

And  most  faithful  servant, 

JAMES  PRIOR. 
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PREFACE. 


He  who  has  expended  learning  and  industry  in  making 
known  the  lives  and  labours  of  others,  deserves  the 
record  he  bestows.  It  forms  a  debt  of  honour,  if  not 
of  gratitude,  which  literary  men  are  bound  to  bestow 
upon  each  other.  The  neglect  of  it  is  injustice  to 
their  class.  And  in  this  instance,  it  would  be  to  sin 
against  an  eminent  literary  antiquary  and  critic,  an 
amiable  man,  and  the  intimate  personal  friend  of 
several  of  the  very  first  characters  of  their  time. 

No  name  is  more  suggestive  than  that  of  Malone 
whenever  we  take  up  a  volume  of  Shakspeare,  of 
Dryden,  of  the  history  of  the  stage,  of  Boswell,  or  of 
biographical  sketches  of  a  few  eminent  contemporary 
friends  who  had  just  passed  away.  Upon  Pope, 
Aubrey,  and  others  of  a  previous  age,  considerable 
labour  had  been  expended  without  having  its  results 
ushered  into  light.  While  to  works  of  more  varied 
general  information,  such  as  the  Biographia  Dra- 
moHca^  he  had  contributed  largely  in  personal 
anecdote. 

Of  his  own  career  I  found  little.  The  only  con- 
nected sketch  was  an  article  in  the  Oentlemaris 
Magazine  afterwards  enlarged  into  a  pamphlet,  by 
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the  younger  Boswell,  to  whom  in  his  illness  he  had 
assigned  the  duty  of  completing  and  issuing  the  en- 
larged edition  of  Shakspeare  in  twenty-one  volumes. 
But  this  scant  outline  was  only  meant  to  allay  the 
curiosity  of  the  moment.  Had  that  gentleman  lived, 
no  doubt  we  should  have  had  a  fuller  account  of  a 
round  of  persevering  studies  in  ancient  poetic  and 
dramatic  literature  by  his  friend,  such  as  few  other 
critical  antiquaries  have  achieved. 

Although   I   had    been    often   impressed  by    the 
want   of   more    satisfactory   information    respecting 
Malone,    accident   led    to    the    present  attempt  to 
supply  it.     While  at  Brighton  in   1856,  in  conver- 
sation with  an  eminent  literary  friend  and  likewise 
with  a  warm  lover  of  letters,  Mr.  William  Tooke, 
the  latter  mentioned  having  a  resident  friend  there, 
the  Reverend  Thomas  B.  Booper,  a  connection  of  the 
Malone  family,*  who  possessed  several  of  the  books, 
letters,  prints,  and  memoranda  of  Edmond,  which  he 
deemed  worthy  of  close  examination.     I  remembered 
that  one  of  the  letters  of  that  gentleman  to  Bishop 
Percy  had  been  quoted  by  me  in  the  Life  of  Ooldsmith^ 
twenty  years  before,  stating  that  he  had  once  pos- 
sessed some  manuscript  versos  of  that  poet,  which  had 
been  so  carefully  folded  in  one  of  his  books  that  they 
could  not  then  or  afterward  be  found.      It  imme- 
diately occurred  to  me  that  the  lost  lines  might  be 
among  these  memorials.     Mr.  Booper  was  applied  to, 
who  kindly  assented  to  the   search,  which   however 
proved  vain.     But  the  introduction  led  to  some  con- 
versations on  Malone's  career  and  spirit  of  research, 

*  Nepbew  of  Lady  Sunderlin,  wife  to  tbe  elder  brother  of  Edmond. 
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ind  eventually  to  the  project  of  his  life.  Diligent 
inquiry  and  indifferent  health  have,  however,  post- 
poned its  appearance  longer  than  I  had  anticipated. 

In  addition  to  the  materials  supplied  hy  this  gen- 
tleman, he  was  good  enough  to  procure  from  the  pre- 
sent Earl  of  Charlemont  a  packet  of  letters  written  to 
Malono  by  the  late  lord,  and  which  Mr.  Booper  had 
returned  to  the  familv.  The  letters  of  Malonc  to  that 
nobleman  during  a  correspondence  of  twenty  years 
have  disappeared — by  some  said  to  be  lost,  by  others 
destroyed. 

A  contingency  against  which  there  is  no  provision, 
caused  the  dispersion  of  many  other  papers.  After 
the  publication  of  Shakspeare,  an  agreeable  evening 
spent  by  the  younger  Boswell  with  the  Malone  family 
induced  the  ladies,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Hooper, 
to  propose  his  acceptance  of  some  memorial  of  their 
late  brother.  The  most  appropriate  was  deemed  to 
be  a  box  of  papers,  letters,  and  notes  upon  books, 
men,  or  miscellaneous  subjects  which  his  pursuits 
might  turn  to  useful  public  account.  A  note  to  that 
effect  was  sent  him  next  dav.  The  box  followed  in  a 
day  or  two  more.  No  acknowledgment  being  made, 
the  ladies,  upon  inquiry,  ascertained  to  their  surprise 
and  regret,  that  his  death  had  occurred  the  day  after 
its  reception.  Unluckily,  he  proved  to  be  in  pecu- 
niary difficulties ;  the  creditors  reckoned  these  papers 
among  his  property;  and  they  became  scattered  at 
the  sale  of  his  effects  in  1825. 

For  the  manuscript  anecdotes  subjoined  to  the  life, 
with  free  permission  for  their  use,  I  am  indebted  to 
the  Beverend  J.  H.  Gabell,   to  whose  father,  the 
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eminent  master  of  Winchester  School,  they  were  given 
by  the  Misses  Maione. 

I  am  likewise  obliged  to  the  Eeverend  E.  M.  Jeph- 
son  of  Brentwood,  for  several  letters  of  his  relative, 
Robert  Jephson,  the  dramatic  poet,  of  whom  and  of 
his  family,  it  will  be  seen  that  Malone  was  an  attached 
friend.  To  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Caulfield,  Miss 
Jephson  of  Castle  Martyr,  Ireland,  ]Mrs.  Smith,  Mr^. 
West,  and  a  few  others,  including  an  attached  intimate 
of  the  Malone  family,  I  have  to  express  my  thanks 
for  several  useful  communications.  Nor  should  I 
omit  to  mention  polite  attentions  received  in  the 
Bodleian  Library  from  the  Reverends  Dr.  Bandinel 
and  H.  A.  Coxe. 

Of  collections  made  to  illustrate  literary  history, 
some  notice  will  be  found  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Life. 
But  Malone's  fame  as  a  collector  will  rest  chiefly  on  the 
rare  and  valuable  gift  made  to  the  Bodleian,  which 
confers  equal  honour  on  his  judgment,  taste,  and 
public  spirit;  while  still  closer  examination  of  its 
contents  will  assuredlv  add  to  our  estimate  of  its 
value. 
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CHAPTER    I. 


I 


Sjof  Mabne — Triuily  College — Ode  on  tlic  Nuptials  of  George  IQ- 
— Juurncj  to  lingland — Entcreil  nt  the  Middle  Temple — Kev. 
Mr.  Chctwood — Ills  Lettciv. 

A  TnonouGH  Irish  antiquary  will  find  pleasure  In 
searching  out  the  history  of  the  Malones.  It  is  ono 
of  the  most  national  of  the  country.  No  Saxon  has 
anything  to  say  to  it.  lie  may  plunge  into  the  un- 
known depths  of  Milesians  and  Celts;  disport  himself 
U  wildly  S3  Irishmen  are  said  to  do  in  the  mysteries 
of  races ;  and  emerge  with  as  little  positive  know- 
ledge of  sober  facts  as  any  of  his  predecessors. 

According  to  the  famous  Charles  O'Connor,  of 
Balanagar,  the  most  recondite  of  moderns  in  such 
Btudies,  it  may  be  traced  from  a  king  of  Connaught, 
Murray  MuUathan  (Miu-ray  the  long-headed),  who 
died  in  701.  His  descendants  assumed  various  names. 
Surnames  were  an  innovation  of  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, and  adopted  from  peculiarity  of  person  or  cha- 
iiactcr.  Thus  a  descendant  of  the  house  being  ton- 
sured in  honour  of  St.  John,  received  the  name  of 
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Maol  Eoin,  which  soon  became  Malonc — the  former 
signifying  bald,  the  latter  John.  This  branch  had 
estates  conquered  for  them  out  of  the  territories  of 
the  chief  of  Westmeath  by  their  royal  relative  of  the 
long  head  not  for  from  the  modern  town  of  Athlone ; 
and  there  their  descendants  continue. 

From  a  junior  branch  of  this  race,  which  for  some 
generations  had  practised  the  higher  branch  of  law, 
sprang  the  subject  of  our  notice.  His  grandfather, 
Hichard,  while  yet  a  student  in  London,  had  been 
sent  on  a  mission  to  Holland  by  King  William,  on 
the  recommendation  of  his  friend,  Ruvigny,  Earl  of 
Galway ;  and  afterward  gained  wealth  and  celebrity 
at  the  Irish  bar.  Four  sons  pursued  the  same  pro- 
fession in  the  same  place  during  the  career  of  the 
father ;  so  that  the  family  enjoyed  a  species  of  mono- 
poly of  the  courts.* 

*  Thefomily  seat  was  purchased  by  this  gentlemui,  of  which  the  folIoir> 
ing  account  i«  giyen  in  Brewer's  BtaatiM  of  treland : — "  BBronstonni,  on 
tlie  banks  of  Loagb  Iron,  a  the  splendid  seat  of  Richard  Malone,  Esq^ 
ioheritcd  bj  this  gentleman  from  his  relative  the  late  Riglit  nononrable 
Richard  Maloae  Lord  Sundcrlin,  who  died  without  issue.  The  tiame 
of  this  place  is  derived  from  its  ancient  proprietors,  the  family  of  Nangle, 
Palatine  Barons  of  Navsn.  Itic  estate  was  purchased  of  that  family  by 
Richard  Malone,  Esq.,  father  of  the  celebrated  forensic  orator  Anthony 
Klalone,  and  of  Edmond,  the  father  of  Lord  Sundcrlin.  Baronstonn 
House  is  a  capadoua  cdllke  of  stone,  chiefly  huilt  by  the  late  I^ord  Sun- 
(leilin,  under  whose  tasteful  direction  the  demesne  was  enlarged  and 
enriched  irith  extensive  plantations 

"  Al  Kilbiiy,  on  the  Baronstown  eslat<?,  and  in  view  of  Mr.  Malone'a 
inanuon,  is  a  smaU  but  beautiful  churcli,  erected  under  the  auspices  of 
the  late  Loid  Sundcrlin.  This  structure  is  a  very  estimable  example  fH 
the  successful  imitation  in  modem  times  of  the  Horid  style  of  pointed 
architecture,  and  will,  we  trust,  remain  to  a  very  late  posterity  a  proof 
of  the  exquisite  ta^te  and  magnificence  of  its  noble  founder.  Eilbixy 
(locally  pronounced  Kilbisky)  formerly  contained  n  castle,  and  an  HoB- 
pital  for  Lcpcts,  of  which  last  building  some  remains  are  still  visible.'* 
— Bnaer't  Beaatiet  of  Ireland. 
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these,  the  most  celebrated  was  Anthonr,  an 
orator,  lawyer,  and  statesman  of  the  fii-st  class.  His 
Dame  is  even  still  mentioned  with  the  reverence  that 
belongs  only  to  the  great.  To  a  commanding  person, 
fine  Toice,  an  impressive  yet  conciliatory  manner, 
temper  rarely  to  be  ruffled  by  an  opponent,  were 
added  powers  of  argument  and  persuasion  so  effec- 
tive, that  it  was  once  proposed  to  transfer  him  from 
the  Irish  to  the  English  House  of  Commons,  in 
order  to  oppose  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  The  enco- 
mium of  Grattan  on  this  eminent  person  should  not 
bo  forgotten. 

"  Mr.  Malone  was  a  man  of  the  finest  intellect  that 
any  country  ever  produced.  The  three  ablest  men 
I  have  ever  heard  were  Mr.  Pitt  (the  father),  Mr. 
Murray,  and  Mr.  Malone.  For  a  popular  assembly  I 
would  choose  Mr.  Pitt ;  for  a  Privy  Council,  Murray  ; 
for  twelve  wise  men,  Malone."  This  was  the  opinion 
Lord  Sack\'iUc,  the  Secretary  of  [17]53,  gave  of 
Mr.  Malone  to  a  gentleman,  from  whom  I  heard  it. 
"  He  is  a  great  sea  in  a  calm,"  said  Mr.  Gerard 
Hamilton,  another  good  judge  of  men  and  talents. 
"Aye,"  it  was  replied,  "but  had  you  seen  him  when 
be  Was  young,  you  would  have  said  ho  was  a  great  soa 
in  a  storm ;  and  like  the  sea,  whether  in  calm  or 
storm,  a  great  production  of  nature." 

Edmond,  second  son  of  liichard,  and  father  of  the 
critic,  was  horn  in  1/04.  Intending  to  vary  the  scone 
of  hereditary  pursuit,  he  was  called  to  the  English 
bar  in  1730;  hut  removed  from  family  ties  and  influ- 
ences ifi  said  to  have  had  indifferent  success.  In  1736 
B  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Collier,  of 
B  2 
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Ruckholts  in  Essex.  One  of  the  ceremonies  on  this 
occasion  is  recorded  by  his  son  on  the  authority  of 
the  officiating  clergyman,  and  forms  a  curious  pecu- 
liarity in  past  manners. 

"He"  (Dr.  Taylor,  of  Isleworth,  who  gave  the 
details  in  1788)  "  married  my  father  to  Miss  Collier 
in  1 736.  Old  Mr.  Collier  was  a  very  vain  man  who 
had  made  his  fortune  in  the  South  Sea  year ;  and 
having  been  originally  a  merchant,  was  fond,  after  he 
had  retired  to  live  upon  his  fortune,  of  a  great  deal 
of  display  and  parade.  On  his  daughter's  wedding, 
therefore,  he  invited  nearly  fifty  persons,  and  got  two 
or  three  capital  cooks  from  London  to  prepare  a  mag- 
nificent entertainment  in  honour  of  the  day.  When 
other  ceremonies  had  concluded,  the  young  couple 
were  put  to  bed,  and  every  one  of  this  numerous 
assemblage  came  into  the  room  to  make  their  con- 
gratulations to  my  father  and  mother,  who  sat  up  in 
bed  to  receive  them  :  '  Madam,  I  wish  you  a  very 
good  night!  Sir,  all  happiness  to  you,  and  a  very 
good  night ! ' — and  so  on  through  the  party.  My 
father,  who  hated  all  parade,  but  was  forced  to 
submit  to  the  old  gentleman's  humour,  must  have 
been  in  a  fine  fume ;  and  my  mother,  who  was  then 
but  seventeen  or  eighteen,  sufficiently  embarrassed." 

In  1/40,  this  gentleman  removed  to  the  Irish  bar, 
and  favoured  by  circumstances  and  application,  soon 
obtained  considerable  business.  A  seat  in  the  House 
of  Commons  followed.  He  became  in  time  serjeant ; 
and  in  1766  found  a  seat  on  the  Irish  Bench  as  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which 
he  filled  till  his  death  in  1 77^.     His  children  were— 
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Sard,  afterwards  Lord   Sundcrlin  ;    Edmond,  of . 
Bwhom  this  memorial  is  vvTitten ;  Anthony  aud  Ben- 
'  jamm,who  died  joung;  and  two  daughters,  Henrietta 
and  Catherine,  who  survived  their  brothers. 

Edmond  was  born  in  Dublin,  4th  of  October, 
1/41.  At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  a  celebrated 
school  in  Molesworth  Street,  kept  by  Dr.  Ford, 
where  his  brother  Richard  had  preceded  hira. 
Among  their  school-follows  was  Robert  ( Captain ) 
Jephson,  subsequently  author  of  Brai^anza  and  other 
tragedies,  with  whom  a  very  sincere  and  durable 
friendship  was  formed.  Here  likewise  about  the 
same  period  were  found  the  future  first  Marquis  of 
Lamdown,  Lord  Sheffield,  General  Blakeney,  and 
others,  afterwards  of  some  note  in  the  world.  A 
favourite  amusement  of  the  boys  was  tlie  perform- 
ance of  plays.  Such  was  their  reputation  in  this 
lino,  that  much  of  the  fashion  of  Dublin  was  found 
among  the  audience,  and  something  of  its  gravity ; 
more  especially  Lord  Chancellor  Jocelyn,  who  was 
obeorvod  to  be  no  niggard  of  his  praise.  Macklin, 
the  celebrated  actor,  sometimes  conducted  these 
exhibitions.  In  1749,  Julius  Ccesnr  was  brought 
out  in  very  good  style,  two  of  the  Jephsons  taking 
(he  parts  of  Brutiis  and  Cusjiius  ;  MarceUus,  by  the 
late  Lord  LansdoHTi ;  Casca,  by  General  Blakeney ; 
AtU/ioiij/,  by  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Robinson  ;  Portia, 
by  Richard  Malone.  Edmond  was  then  too  young 
to  exhibit  in  public,  but  succeeded  in  duo  time  to 
similar  honours ;  and  it  is  believed  that  in  big 
instance,  as  was  the  case  with  Jephson,  Shakspeare 
lend  the  drama  were  never  afterwards  forgotten. 
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A  promiaing  career  here  carried  him  to  Trinitj 
College,  Dublin,  in  1756,  where  in  duo  time  he 
hecame  bachelor  of  arts.  Richard,  his  elder  bro- 
ther, had  been  catered  in  1 754,  and  in  1 758 
removed  to  Christchurch,  Oxford,  The  talents  of 
Edmond  were  more  than  respectable;  ho  ran  the  race 
of  competition  among  foUow-students  with  considerable 
applause,  particularly  in  an  Ode  on  the  Marriage 
of  his  Meijesfy  George  III.  This  offspring  of 
juvenile  loyalty  occupies  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Uues;  was  published  in  Dublin  in  a  thin 
quarto  in  1761,  with  ten  others  from  the  Univer- 
sity on  the  same  theme;  six  of  which  (two  in 
Latin)  were  by  his  chosen  friends,  then,  as  in  after 
life,  Kearney,  Hussey,  Southwell,  and  Chetwood. 
I  have  in  my  possession  a  prize  volume  of  poetry, 
Somcrvilic's  Chase,  given  him  in  1760,  Likewise 
some  of  his  exercise  books,  gleaned  from  among  the 
old  book-shops  in  London.  The  odo  will  bo  found 
at  the  cud  of  this  volume. 

Steady,  rather  than  shining  powers,  formed  hia 
cliaracteristic  feature.  He  had  determined  to  accom- 
plish anything  he  took  in  hand — to  take  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  subjects  of  study,  and  not  to  quit 
what  he  had  once  begun  till  the  details  or  prin- 
ciples were  mastered.  This  quality,  the  basis  of  all 
solid  knowledge,  is  rarely  popular  with  youth.  Light 
minds  are  content  with  light  or  superficial  acquisi- 
tions ;  and  the  sedate  student  occasionally  found 
himself  open  to  the  jest  or  the  neglect  of  more 
volatile  companions.  He  might  be  considered  then 
as  shadowing  forth  symptoms  of  tho  future  critic. 
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He  was  a  remorseless  inquirer.  Nothing  would  bo 
taken  upon  trust  where  minute  examination  was  prac- 
ticable. Thus,  while  at  college  might  be  found  that 
keenly  inquisitive  spirit  wiiich  nearly  fifty  years 
afterward  induced  him  to  write  to  Bishop  Percy  in 
terms  I  have  mentioned  elsewhere — "  Give  me  but 
time,  place,  and  names,  and  the  genuineness  or  false- 
hood of  any  story  may  be  easily  ascertained."* 

A  mind  judicially  constituted  in  essentials,  seemed 
to  be  cut  out  by  nature  for  the  bench.  He  was 
therefore  destined  for  the  family  profession,  to  which 
some  time  in  Dublin  was  given  in  initiatory  studies. 
Added  to  the  esteem  earned  by  eteady  talents,  ho  had 
won  warm  affection  from  several  fellow-sludents,  who 
through  life  expressed  for  him  the  strongest  regard. 
Among  these  were  the  very  distinguished  Fellows  of 
the  University,  Doctors  Michael  Kearney  and  John 
Kearney  (afterwards  Bishop  of  Ossory),  Dr.  Wilson, 
Bev.  John  Chetwood,  Henry  Flood,  John  Fitzgibbon 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Clare),  and  others,  some  of  whose 
letters  will  bo  found  in  his  correspondence. 

The  climate  of  Ireland  appearing  not  to  agree 
with  Mrs.  Malone,  her  husband — now  Mr.  Serjeant 
Malone,  M.P. — and  Edmond,  accompanied  her  to 
England  in  the  summer  of  1759-  Uighgato  was 
selected  for  a  time  as  her  residence.  Hence  she 
writes  to  her  husband,  taking  an  occasional  glance 
at  the  society  of  London  by  visits  to  the  family  of 
her  relative.  Lord  Catherlough,  an  Englishman  with 
an  Irish  title.      Ultimately   she  removed   to  Bath, 

*  Lift  of  Goldtmilh,  vol.  i.  p.  126.  Sto.  1887.  In  altuaion  to  MNae 
ef  the  poet's  ilorici  U>  hU  relatives. 


where,  gaining  partial  relief,  she  continued  for  some 
years.  In  the  meantime,  when  comfortably  settled 
with  her  relatives,  the  serjeant  considered  the  mo- 
ment favourable  for  givlny  his  son  a  ^iew  of  the 
interior  of  England.  A  tour  was  therefore  under- 
taken through  the  Midland  Counties,  much  to  the 
gratification  of  both. 

They  did  not  reach  Dublin  till  towards  the  end  of 
the  year — the  serjeant  to  bis  usual  labours  in  the  four 
courts,  with  occasional  Irips  to  a  country  residence 
and  farm  named  Shinglass ;  and  Edmond  to  college 
studies  preparatory  to  further  examinations.  His 
father  had  formed  a  favourable  opinion  of  his  talents 
and  diligence.  His  disposition  was  affectionate,  his 
temper  genial,  his  attachment  to  his  mother  and 
sisters  devoted,  to  which  the  former  more  than  once 
alluded ;  and  there  reigned  between  the  brothers  a 
degree  of  regard  which  appears  never  to  have  been 
interrupted.  Their  letters,  as  well  as  surviving  testi- 
mony, render  it  apparent  that  there  could  not  bo  a 
more  united  family.  Erom  the  country  retreat  of  his 
father,  when  taking  a  turn  at  farming,  we  have  the 
following  sensible  admomtions  to  Edmond,  Januarj', 
1760:— 

Mr  DEAE  Neddt — T  am  very  much  obliged  fnr  your  letter 
of  last  Sunday,  which  was  a  great  treat  to  mc,  in  this  lonely 
place.  I  often  wish  for  your  company,  but  at  tlic  same  time 
am  glad  that  you  made  the  choice  you  did,  of  sitting  down 
to  read  for  next  examinations,  as  you  will  by  that  means 
soon  recover  tlie  time  lost  by  our  Englisli  expedition  last 
summer. 

Tlie  seeing  yon  and  your  brother  botli  so  diligent  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  necessary  means  for  your  own  happmcsa  and 
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GQCcess  io  the  world,  is  tlie  gi'oatcst  joy  and  pleasure  of  my 
life,  and  makes  amends  for  a  tliuusaiid  troubles  I  bav(3  from 
otiicr  causes ;  and  if  it  shall  ever  be  in  my  power  to  rewaid 
yoii  for  it  as  I  wish  to  do,  111  kIiow  you  all  the  affection 
and  kindness  the  most  deserving  child  can  expect.  But  as 
human  events  are  so  precarious,  there  ia  no  trusting  to  that 
chance.  Continue,  therefore,  ray  dear  child,  tlie  same  course 
of  industry  you  are  in,  in  order  to  qualify  you  to  get  your 
own  bread,  and  to  make  your  own  way  in  the  world.  God 
Almighty  always  blesses  the  diligent  and  industrious;  Ho 
has  been  pleaded  to  endow  yoa  with  a  good  understanding, 
and  many  other  advantages,  which  can't  fail  to  succeed  when 
properly  applied.  I  came  here  on  Friday  from  Mr.  Magan's, 
.ind  have  lieen  quite  alone  ever  since.  1  live  much  as  you 
do,  upon  a  bit  of  nmttou  every  day,  and  occupy  only  one 
room  in  the  house,  except  the  chamber  I  lie  in.  I  found 
both  tea  and  sugar  here,*  and  Mra,  Magan  gave  me  a  pound 
of  sugar.  .  .  .  The  weather,  last  Saturday,  was  ho  very 
bad  I  couM  not  stand  out;  but  Monday  was  a  fins  frosty 
day,  and  I  was  abroad  all  day  long,  and  am  very  busy  in  my 
fanning,  which  mightily  wanted  my  presence  here.  There 
full  a  great  deal  of  snow  on  Tuesday,  which  kept  me  a  pri- 
soner that  day,  but  I  think  the  air  is  a  great  deal  warmer 
for  it 

I  send  the  enclosed  cover  to  your  mamma  open  to  you, 
that  you  may  send  anything  yon  please  under  the  same 
cover,  and  then  seal  it  and  send  it  away  next  Saturday.  I 
hope  to  see  you  on  Sunday  night ;  but,  as  I  must  dine  on 
the  road,  I  would  have  you  dine  at  your  uncle's,  as  usual ; 
and,  if  I  come  at  any  reasonable  time  to  to\vn,  I'll  call  upon 
litni  that  night.  Tell  him  that  nothing  but  the  severity  of 
ihe  weather  shall  prevent  my  being  in  town  to  my  time. 

In  1/63,  ho  was  entered  of  the  Inner  Temple. 
London  possessed  charms  to  a  young  and  ingenuous 


'  Iiiiih  vUlBgers  were  then  saiHy  deficient  in  the  usual  supplies  now 
rtqnittd  far  civilised  life,  so  that  a  pound  of  sugar  tKcame  b  provision 
sgUDit  BCcideDts. 
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mind,  which  found  amusement  not  in  it8  dissipations, 
but  varieties.  To  him,  fresh  from  a  narrower  sphere,  ^ 
it  was  indeed  seeing  the  world — a  preparative  to 
enlarged  intelligence  and  liberal  studies.  Unlike 
Dubhn  there  was  no  provincialism,  none  of  those 
views  or  misapprehensions  which  smaller  or  partially 
isolated  communities  take  of  their  own  or  others' 
affairs.  He  saw  none  of  that  secondhand  influence 
— few  of  those  second-rate  men  who,  busy  or  ambi- 
tious, always  needy,  often  corrupt  or  instruments  of 
corruption,  influenced  or  governed  his  country  less 
for  it8  interests  than  their  own.  In  London  these 
things  were  better  veiled  or  less  practised.  There 
he  found  the  centre  of  that  society  always  to  him  a 
main  source  of  delight — literary  and  dramatic  persons 
— or  what  formed  a  substitute  as  constituting  a  largo 
admixture  of  both  to  a  young  man  without  ties  of 
home — namely,  coffee-house  society.  The  "Grecian" 
in  the  Strand  was  then  and  long  afterwards  the 
favourite  resort;  and,  to  strangers  in  the  metropolis, 
an  irresistible  evening  attraction. 

Glad  was  he  likewise  in  opportunities  of  paying 
to  an  affectionate  mother  the  duty  of  a  good  son,  to 
which  allusion  is  made  in  her  letters.  She  had  con- 
tinued at  Bath,  unable  to  walk  without  assistance, 
and  died  there  in  the  beginning  of  1765.  Lord 
Luxborough,  now  become  Earl  of  Catherlough,  thus 
writes  to  her  husband  from  Golden  Square,  January, 
1765:— 

You  would  h-ivu  received  my  most  sincere  condolence  on 
the  melancliuly  cveut  that  has  happened,  but  that,  till  last 
night,  by  a  letter  from  your  dear  son,  I  imagined  you  would 
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li«»«  come  to  Bath ;  but  now  I  hope  jonr  joumoy  hither  has 
beeo  prevented,  and  tliat  all  your  children  will  mix  their 
tears  with  yours  at  Dublin,  for  the  irreparable  loss  we  have 
all  sustained.  I  say  we,  because  I  most  affectionately  loved 
and  esteemed  my  late  dear  kioswoman  for  the  many  good 
and  valuable  qualities  she  had.  ...  I  wish  to  my  heart 
you  may  have  fortitude  of  mind  to  support  you  under  tlits 
calamity.  You  have  the  comfort  of  your  most  deserving 
children,  and  that  they  may  all  live  to  be  a  blessing  to  you  is 
tho  sincere  wish  of,  tie.  Ac. 

Edraond,  who  continued  for  sorao  months  in 
London,  thus  adverts  in  a  ktter  to  his  father  to 
a  delicate  topic  of  tho  day — the  first  mental  illness 
of  George  III. — which  had  been  studiously  kept  out 
of  sight.  Nor  are  the  attractions  of  the  Grecian 
Coffee-house,  even  for  an  Irish  chief  justice,  for- 
gotten. 

Zoiuiun,  March  2,  1763. 

HoBOimED  SlB* — As  I  imagmed  you  would  he  entirely 
taken  up  with  business  during  cb'cuit,  I  have  not  troubled 
you  with  a  letter  for  some  lime  past,  and,  indeed,  should  not 
now,  but  suppose  you  will  hy  tho  time  you  receive  this  be 
rctomed  to  town,  and  this  is  the  last  opportunity  of  paying 
my  respects  before  I  see  you  in  London.  My  brothei-,  I 
tiiink,  in  his  last  letter  informed  you  of  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Weaver.  Wo  have  hoard  nothing  further  firom  Lord  Catlier- 
luugh  on  that  subject,  so  that  wo  may  bid  adieu  to  the 
prospect  of  any  share  of  her  personal  fortune.  I  have  not 
lieard  to  what  it  amounts,  but  suppose  it  cun't  bo  less  than 
GfiOOl.     .     .     . 

I  have  little  public  news  to  send.     The  K has  had  a 

slight  fever,  wliich  has  alamicd  people  so  much  that  it  Is 
ml!(1  a  Regency  will  be  formed  tn  case  auy  accident  slioold 

*  This  deferential  phrase  which  also  coDcludca  the  letter,  wag  likewise 
wed  by  Burke  in  addressioj;  Iub  father.  Wbnt  examplci  for  a  modeni 
Templar! 
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happen  to  liim.  Everything  goes  on  very  smoothly  iq  llio 
House  of  Commons,  tlie  Opposition  being  inconsiderable  in 
numbers,  and  without  a  head,  for  Mr.  Pitt  has  not  been  in 
tliQ  House  the  whole  winter.  Hence  it  is  imagined  that  the 
motion  for  an  address,  to  know  by  wliose  advice  General 
Conway  was  dismissed,  in  which  he  has  certainly  promised 
to  assist  Uiem  when  health  would  permit  hia  attendance,  as 
it  has  been  so  long  deferred,  will  not  bo  brought  on  this 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Aston  arrived  here  yesterday,  and 
found  his  way  very  soon  to  his  old  friends  at  the  Grecian, 
among  whom  I  fancy  he  will  be  much  happier  than  with  all 
his  dignities  in  the  Council  Chamber  of  Dublin.     .     .     . 


An  affectionate  reply,  in  a  wise  and  fatherly  tone, 
adverts  to  the  neglect  of  the  deceased  relative  in  her 
will. 

*'  By  not  suffering  the  events  of  life  to  affect  us, 
we  shall  by  degrees  become  superior  to  all  calamities. 
I  well  know  that  one  thousand  pounds  a-piecc  to  ray 
children  would  have  been  a  great  benefit ;  but  after 
all,  their  happiness  depends  more  on  the  wisdom  and 
virtue  of  their  own  minds  than  on  that  or  any  other 
sum.  So  let  us,  my  dear  child,  think  no  more  of 
it." — lie  had  just  returned  from  Kilkenny  assizes 
on  his  way  to  preside  (by  order)  over  those  of 
Wicklow.  Whiteboyism  then  disturbed  tho  counti-y  j 
no  less  than  eleven  were  capitally  convicted.  Five 
more  were  acquitted  for  what  was  called  "  high 
treason,"  and  he  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  jury. 
Yet,  in  proof  of  the  esasperation  of  public  feeling 
against  such  offences  thus  absurdly  said  to  be  trea- 
sonable, he  dared  not,  be  said,  make  the  avowal  of 
their  innocence  to  any  but  his  own  children.     He 
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I  postponed  a  journey  to  London  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Hertford  from  Paris,  who  was  nominated  to 
succeed  Lord  Northumberland  in  the  viccroyalty. 

Among  the  intimate  and  lasting  friendships  formed 
ftt  college  has  been  mentioned  that  of  Chetwood,  who 
1  Boon   afterwards  took    orders.      His    family,  settled 
'  near  Chester,  were  connected  with  Ireland,  and  had 
destined  him  for  the  church  of  that  country.     Im- 
bued with   taste  and  imagination,   fond  of  poetry 
and  music,  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  advantages  of 
polished  and  intellectual  society,  he  felt  and  regretted 
the  rudeness  of  the  country  in  which  his  lot  was  cast, 
and  occasionally  could  ill  repress  gentle  repinings  at 
his  position.      This  was  but  natural  to  a  sensitive 
mind.     But  to  live  among  people  mostly  of  an  alien 
and  exclusive   creed — to  labour  with    the  certainty 
of  few  fruits  to  he  reaped,  no  honours  to  be  won — 
i  to  have  the  motives  of  kindnesses    towards   poorer 
f  neighbours  suspected,  and  charities  almost  repelled, 
or   to   find    indifference   forced   upon   him,  and  yet 
charged  as  negligence  or  barbarity — these   are  the 
conditions  upon  which  a  Protestant  clergyman  must 
often  take  his  position  in  Ireland. 

I^etters  to  his  friend  under  such  circumstances 
formed  one  mode  of  relief.  But  he  possessed  the 
Irish  faculty  of  hoping,  or  in  other  words,  that 
the  chances  of  life  would  eventually  tuni  out  in 
his  favour ;  and  thence  with  a  light  heart  threw 
forth  his  thoughts  in  an  agreeable  strain.  For 
Malone  he  had  contracted  a  strong  attachment. 
He  loved  his  temper,  thought  highly  of  his  capa- 
,  city,  applauded  his  tasles  and  pursuits,  souglit  fre- 


LIFE  OF  EbMOND  MALONE. 

quently  at  his  hands  for  literary  information  and 
opinions,  and  their  correspondence  continued,  though 
often  with  long  intenals,  till  nearly  the  close  of  life. 
Ju8t  at  this  period  he  had  quitted  his  charge  on  a 
visit  to  the  paternal  abode  near  Chester,  whence  he 
thus  writes : — 


Flaniisa,  July  so,  I76S. 

It  is  time,  m^  good  friend,  to  thank  you  for  your  last 
letter,  wliicli  I  received  some  weeks  before  I  left  Ireland. 
You  will  be  surprised  to  liear  that  I  am  still  in  the  same 
kingdom  with  you.  I  am  sorry  to  think,  however,  that  I  am 
not  likely  to  receive  much  pleasure  from  diminution  of  tlie 
distance  between  us.  We  are  still  too  remote  to  render  b 
meeting  very  practicable,  uiilcsa  ray  stay  here  wero  longer 
than  I  believe  it  can  be.  Three  months,  I  fear,  will  Itc  the 
utmost  tliat  prudence  will  allow  mo  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of 
the  scene  before  me. 

I  committed  my  flock  at  Rockfort  to  tlie  care  of  a  tempo- 
rary' curate,  and  sailed  from  Cork  to  Bristol  about  three 
weeks  ago,  I  devoted  a  few  days  to  the  Hotwell  j  a  few 
more  to  Bath  and  its  purlieus ;  took  a  most  delightful  tour 
through  Gloucestershire,  Worcestershire,  and  Shropsliire ; 
and  am  now  arrived  at  my  father's,  where  I  want  nothing  to 
brighten  my  happiness  exc«pt  the  addition  of  my  frienda 
Edmond  and  Southwell  to  my  party. 

Were  it  not  inconsistent  with  your  present  pursuits,  how 
glad  should  I  be  to  have  your  company  whilst  I  remain  here. 
'  I  would  venture  to  pronounce  that  the  situation  of  this  place 
would  inspire  you  with  that  exalted  enthusiasm  that  a  fine 
rural  scene  so  naturally  suggests.  But  you  have  been  so 
long  on  Englishman,  that  the  hanging  grove,  the  open  lawn, 
the  winding  river,  the  distant  sea,  are  objects  that,  perhaps, 
from  their  frequency,  have  lost  their  force  upon  you. 

To  me,  who  have  come  from  an  uncultivated  world,  where 
rude  nature  reigns  without  a  rival,  oach  minutest  beauty  is 
so  far  from  being  lost,  that  I  often  liuicy  I  view  everytliitig 
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anmnd  me  through  a  magnifying  glass,'  and  that  every  tree 
spreads  at  least  a  quadruple  proportion  of  foliage  before  my 
eyes  beyoml  ita  real  produce.  At  present,  I  can  truly  aay  I 
jiass  nothing  unadmireil.  I  am  in  the  situation  of  one  caught 
in  love  ;  my  heart — my  poor  lieart — my  Edmond,  is  caught, 
and  the  Sylvan  Deities  have  engaged  all  my  attention.  The 
fpreat  Berkeley,  upon  his  return  from  Killamey,  told  the 
friend  to  whom  he  was  describing  its  beauties  that  the  utmost 
exertion  of  all  the  powers  of  art  might  repair  a  ruined  Vei^ 
sallies,  but  that  God  alone  could  make  a  Killamey.  I  never 
felt]  the  spirit  that  I  am  sure  then  warmed  his  lordship  so 
strongly  as  I  liave  done  since  my  laat  arrival  in  England-  I 
would  prescribe  previous  banishment  to  any  one  who  had  a 
mind  to  enjoy  real  solid  pleasure  from  the  prospect  of  natural 
or  artificial  beauties.  But  I  shall  fill  my  paper  before  I 
say  a  word  upon  any  other  topic  than  that  of  rural  beaut^'. 
You  think  me  mad  already,  in  all  probability.  I  heard  from 
SoDthwellf  just  when  I  left  home;  he  was  then  well,  and 
going  upon  a  ramble  into  the  country  with  his  father. 

I  met  Fitzgibbont  at  Batli,  on  his  road  to  the  Hotwells. 
His  unparalleled  effeminacy,  I  am  now  convinced,  is  uncon- 
querable. Change  of  kingdom  has,  I  think,  rather  Increased 
hia  unnatural  delicacy  of  manners.  Ilis  dishabille  was  not 
by  any  means  remarkable  after  a  long  journey  from  Oxford, 
bnt  it  gave  him  gi'eat  concern  that  I  should  meet  him  in  such 
on  undress.     Ruum  UneatU. 

1  hope,  my  dear  Ned,  to  hear  from  you  immediately. 
Direct  to  me  at  Crewe  Chetwood's,  Esq.,  at  Plaaisaa,  near 
Chester.  If  I  return  by  way  of  Bristol,  which  as  yet  is  not 
determined,  I  shall  perhaps  be  in  London  for  a  few  days ; 
and  for  that  purpose,  shall  leave  home  a  fortnight  sooner 

■  ThU  graphic  sketch  of  Ireland  at  that  time  came  from  a  strong 
imiginatioa.  So  backward  was  sbe  in.  vmml,  or,  in  other  words,  civilixcd 
Influenwf,  that  it  leetncil  to  affect  things  phyticnl — not  even  the  trees 
mppoired  to  produce  their  due  projiortions  of  foliage  1 

I  A  relative  of  Lard  Southn-ell,  to  whom  there  are  future  allnaions. 

\  Afterwards  Earl  of  Clare,  so  well  known  in  the  disturbed  periods  of 
Iri«h  politics.  His  character,  whaterer  his  dress  may  have  been  in  fVitnrc 
life,  exhibited  anything  but  effeminacy. 
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than  if  I  go  through  Dublin.  This  depends  upon  accidents 
which  I  cannot  yet  ho  informed  of,  so  that  our  meeting  ia 
not  absolutely  impossible.  Adicti.  God  bless  yon,  my  dear 
Ned,  and  bclievo  me  ever,  &c. 

The  first  days  of  the  return  of  this  cheerful  friend 
to  his  post — Rockfort,  near  Bandon — were  employed 
in  persuasions  to  Malono  to  release  his  muse  from  sup- 
posed durance,  and  exhibit  her  to  the  world.  Lite- 
rature, and  the  persons  and  topics  connected  with  it, 
formed  at  all  times  his  favourite  tlieme.  And  among 
youthful  writing  associates,  whenever  prose  is  not 
fortlicoming,  the  presumption  seems  to  be  that  the 
candidate  is  addressing  the  Goddess  of  Song.  Most 
of  them  would  have  it  that  nature  had  cut  him  out 
for  a  poet;  but  circumstances  afterwards  hardened 
him  into  a  critic. 

Roci/ort,  Nov.  15,  17G3. 

Our  friend,  Southwell,  transmitted  your  letter  to  me  by  the 
last  post,  which  I  liad  expected  with  iinpatience  before  my 
departure  from  Dublin.  It  arrived  here,  however,  before  I 
did,  as  if  it  was  meant  to  welcome  me  to  my  rural  abode, 
I  received  my  friend  with  that  ardour  that  its  hospitable 
intentions  merited;  and  you  see,  I  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  returning  the  visit. 

I  feel  a  little  like  a  schoolboy  upon  Ids  reviewing  the  scenoa 
of  scholastic  discipline  after  the  dissipation  of  Christmas  holi- 
days. I  enjoy  the  sensations  that  a  poor  bird  docs  when 
clipped  in  his  wings;  and  I  fancy,  that  no  lover  ever  sat 
down  to  pen  a  sonnet  on  the  cbarms  of  his  mistress  with 
stronger  inspirations  from  tlie  power  of  song  tliiui  1  now  could 
to  tack  together  a  few  wretched  couplets  of  wretched  topics 
on  rusticity  and  retirement.  But,  however,  as  you  are  my 
friend,  and  have  not  offended  me,  I  will  not  ptmisli  you  at 
present  by  inflicting  torments  brought  from  the  inquisition 
of  the  Muses.     1  long  much  to  see  you,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
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reason  tliim  to  exanunc  the  recesses  of  your  escritoire.  I  am 
sure,  my  friend,  f]iat  that  warm  brain  of  yours  can  never  find 
enjoyment  in  inaction,  Thu  forms  of  beauty,  either  moral  or 
personal,  solicit  it  too  strongly  to  auifer  it  to  be  at  rest.  No 
law  jargon,  no  collection  of"  statutes,  not  all  the  Pandocta  in 
the  worltl,  can  even  avail  to  extinguish  the  passion  for  the 
mnae  when  she  has  taken  legal  possession.  "  Naturam  w- 
pelUu  Colo,  tamen  usque  reeurrel,"  sai<l  one  of  the  best  philo- 
sophers that  ever  united  that  cliaractej'  aiicl  the  poet's  together. 
If  yon  resolve  to  keep  them  close  concealed — I  mean  tliose 
compositions  that  you  most  penuriously  have  hoarded  up  and 
concealed  from  public  inspection — Shakspeare's  curse  attend 
you.  Never  pray  more ;  abandon  all  remorse ;  on  poems'  heads 
poema  accumulate ;  and  never  reap  thoso  unfading  laurels  that 
their  publication  would  ensure  you  the  possession  of. 

You  inquire  about  Tom's"  mistress.     She  is  not  tall,  nor 

jet  very  low  of  statorc.     She  is  not  a  beauty,  though  she  has 

red  and  wliito  complexion  that  I  much  approve  of,  and  her 

Ltnrcs  arc  ratlier  delicately  formed     She  is  well  made,  and 

fall  of  virgin  modesty.     When  she  casta  an  eye  towtu-ds 

little  hero,  slie  blooms  like  the  rosy  bosomed  morning. 

But  yet  I  know  not  wbettier  her  bappy  fortune  has  destined 

Iwr  to  the  participation  of  our  friend's  bed.     There  may  be 

itacles  that  tend  at  loust  to  retaixl,  if  not  prevent,  tlie  union ; 

Tom,  though  not  in  love,  is  not  perfectly  at  ease  on  this 

:ount.     Adieu  I     God  bless  you,  my  dear  Malone,  is  the 

it  wish  of  your  faithful  and  affectionate  friend. 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Southwell. 


JO.     . 
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CHAPTER  11. 

1766—1769. 

Introdnetion  to  Dr.  Johnson — ^Letters  from  Avignon — ^Promotion  of  his 
Father-^Called  to  the  Bar— A  Loye  Story — Spa. 

Led  by  attachment  to  Shakspeare  and  the  natural 
desire  of  an  intelligent  mind,  he  had  at  this  time  in 
London  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
The  introduction  took  place  through  one  of  his 
friends  of  the  Southwell  family,  younger  brother  of 
the  peer  of  that  name,  whose  manners  Johnson  so 
highly  commended  for  "freedom  from  insolence." 
"Edmund  Southwell,**  said  Malone,  "lived  in  in- 
timacy with  Johnson  for  many  years.  See  an 
account  of  him  in  Hawkins^  Life.  He  died  in 
London,  November,  1772.  In  opposition  to  the 
knight's  unfavourable  representation  of  this  gentle- 
man, to  him  I  was  indebted  for  my  first  introduction 
to  Johnson.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  add  that  he 
appeared  to  me  a  pious  man,  and  was  very  fond  of 
leading  the  conversation  to  religious  subjects." 

Doubtless,  he  was  proud  of  an  honour  valued  by 
men  of  the  highest  attainments ;  and  the  event  was 
duly  communicated  to  Irish  friends.  His  letters  to 
Chetwoodi  descriptive  of  such  incidents,  are  unluckily 
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It  to  be  found ;  for  to  those  of  others  he  often  gave 
at  preservative  care  not  always  bestowed  upon 
his  own.  But  the  replies  of  this  friend  let  us  into 
the  main  events  of  this  period  of  his  life,  so  that 

Pwe  are  not  left  wholly  uninformed.  Chetwood  writes 
thus  in  November,  1/65: — 
You  see,  my  deai-  Malone,  that  I  am  not  of  the  niunber  of 
those  correspondents  who  never  write  but  to  answer  their 
friends'  letters,  and  who  think  it  a  work  of  Buperei-ogation  to 
Address  two  sacccssive  letters  to  til  e  same  person  without  the 
regular  intervention  of  a  reply.  However  ceremonious  I 
may  wish  to  be  with  others  in  tliia  respect,  I  want  no  encou- 
Ingcment  to  make  me  think  every  circumstance  a  favourable 
ihat  gives  me  a  pretence  for  employing  my  pen  to  you. 
opportunity  that  I  have  just  mot  with  by  accident,  of 
'  ig  this  free  to  Bath,  is  tlie  reason  for  writing  to  you  at 
and  I  am  not  witiiout  hopes  that  a  passport  theuce 
tlie  Gruciaii  (coffee-house)  will  be  procured  by  tlie  gentla- 
to  whom  this  ia  enclosed.  Were  I  to  write  a  long  letter 
might  say  that  I  had  more  compassion  for  your  pocket 
yourseE  .... 
How  happy  are  you  who  can  sweeten  even  confinement  with 
the  company  of  men  and  works  of  genius !     I  envy  you  your 

(lacy  with  the   editor  of  Shakspeare,    and    the  oppor- 
lities  you  have  by  your  situation  in  London  of  collecting 
iks,     I  wish  you  may  have  sufficient  influence  over  Mr. 
bhnson  to  urge  Iiim  to  contmue  his  writings.     His  Prince  of 
Ahffumia  has  been  of  use  in  tlio  world  enough  to  encourage 
Iiita  to  prosecute  the  theme  of  morals.     You  amaze  me  by 
aing  Iiim  of  indolence.     I  imagined  fi'om  the  perusal  of 
dictionary,  that  his  application  was  at  least  equal  to  his 
litiea.     I  ha™  received  a  few  hours'  entertainment  from  a, 
\ogae  of  Kurd's,  upon  the  uses  of  foreign  travel,  which  I 
:e  for  granted  you  have  aeen  long  ago.     I  should  be  highly 
iliged  to  you  if  you  would  give  mo  an  account  of  anything 
appears  in  the  literary  world,  worth  notice.     Books  of 
the  highest   reputation   may  be  read  over   half  the  globe 
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before  the  fame  of  them  is  published  in  this  unilluminated 
region.  This  is  no  small  loss  to  me,  v/ho  have  a.  great  deal 
of  time  to  devote  to  study.  It  obliges  mo  to  employ  my 
attention  very  frequently  upon  productions  from  which  it  is 
difficult  to  gk'an  any  useful  knowledge  amidst  I'ude  heaps  o 
barbarous  language  and  uninteresting  events. 

I  suppose  by  this  time  Hussey  and  Burgh  are  resettled  ii 
the  Temple.  I  saw  them  both  in  Dublin,  and  have  in  my 
possession  a  stronger  proof  than  I  ever  saw  before,  of  the 
poetical  genius  of  the  former.  With  all  his  irregularitjes* 
and  with  his  many  hasty  and  undigested  sallies,  there  is  e 
original  softness  and  elegance  of  sentiment  in  him  that  I 
never  found  in  HainmoQid  or  even  in  hia  master,  TibuUus. 
He  has  sometimes,  too,  a  strength  and  beauty  of  expression, 
particularly  striking  in  Jiim  who  is  in  general  inattentive  to 
the  dress  of  his  tJioughts.  I  fear  he  is  too  volatile  to  apply 
very  assiduously  to  aaiy  study,  unless  it  be  of  poetry;  ami  k 
man  of  imagination,  possessed  of  a  passion  for  the  Nine, 
should  never  be  licentious  in  the  indulgence  of  either,  if  ha 
means  to  be  deeply  leametl  in  the  intricacies  of  law.  Sucli  ■ 
is  the  severe  tax  upon  the  ingenious  of  your  profession. 

I  received  this  morning  a  long  letter  from  our  friend 
Soutliwell,  which  you  may  imagine  was  no  small  comfort  to 
me  in  my  retreat.  This  may  possibly  induce  one  of  your 
humanity  to  lose  no  time  in  following  his  example,  though  I 
am  in  hopes  when  your  next  an'ives  I  shall  enjoy  it  in  per-' 
feet  sanity  of  body  as  well  as  mind,  which  the  remains  of  ft 
sore  tliroat  prevent  me  from  enjoying  at  present.  1  fear  Tom 
is  not  yet  so  near  the  verge  of  matrimony  as  1  imagined  liiin 
to  be  some  time  ago.  There  are  circumstances  that  may 
perhaps  totally  prevent,  or  at  least  procrastinate,  his  hoped-for' 
union.  I  think  you  had  better  say  nothing  (o  him  on  the 
subject  in  your  letters,  as  I  know  he  is  uneasy  when  ho  thinks 
or  is  put  in  mind  of  it.  It  has  given  me  much  more  material 
that   liis   constitution  is  not  what  I  could  wish  it 


were.     .... 

The  difference  tiiat  subsisted  for  some  time  between  his 
family  ami  Lord  Southwell,  contributed  at  intervals  to  make 
him  unhappy;   and  al\er  the  ix'conciliatiou  took  place,  tha 
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IiuiTy  or  perpetually  visiting  that  riglit  dishouourable  and 

ignoble  Peer  deprived  both  me  and  him  of  a  much  more 

r  friendly  intercourse.     For  several  days  I  scarce  ever  saw 

■liini  after  breakfast  till  the  liour  of  dressing  for  dinner.     I 

Blniist  add  a  second  caution — not  to  give  him  the  least  bint 

■  that  I  mentioned  anything  to  you  about  his  healtli.  I  don't 
■inow  whether  1  told  you  in  my  last  letter  that  I  had  fre- 
Iqncntly  seen  Beresford  and  my  friend  Eliza.     She  is  really 

mproved  and  not  in  the  least  aifected  by  her  clinnge  of  state. 
AT  ere  she  unmarried,  I  could  almost  relai>se  into  my  quon- 
1  friendship  for  her.  All  appearance  of  vulgarneas  seems 
jiished  from  her  manners  and  speech.  Adieu  I  It  is  well 
for  you  my  paper  is  filled,  for  otherwise,  I  should  have  no 
bcrcy  on  yon  to-night. — Yours  over,  J.  C. 

The  "  Grecian,"  the  Temple,  and  law  studies  were 
)ccasionally  diversified  by  excursions  into  the  country, 
or  a  short  \isit  to  Ireland.  There  he  found  his  lively 
friend,  Chetwood,  diligently  fulfilling  parochial  duties, 
while  enjoying,  with  all  the  elasticity  and  vivacitv  of 
the  national  temperament,  such  amusements  as  a  con- 
fined sphere  permitted.  Of  these,  added  to  literary 
tastes  and  desires — the  latter  always  a  favourite  topic 
— some  notice  occurs  in  one  of  his  letters,  written 
from  Bandon  in  August  the  following  year.  Nor  is 
the  allusion  to  the  lady  of  the  "  thick  legs  "  and  his 
riend's  susceptibility  of  heart  altogether  without  in- 
lerest,  as  we  shall  find  in  a  future  page. 

I  Mt  dear  Ned, — At  last  your  long-expected  epistle  is 
viid.  It  contains  an  excuse  for  delay  so  very  reason- 
S>Ie,  that  I  most  heartily  signed  your  acquittance  from 
iny  imputation  of  neglect  as  soon  as  I  had  read  it.  I 
I  to  suspect  that  your  plea  would  have  boon  of  aiiotlier 
f,  and  that  something  more  interesting  than  even  filial 
or  fraternal  afiectiou  had  engaged  your  attrition ;  ibr,  from 
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my  intimate  Imowledge  of  your  genius,  I  was  convinced! 
that  your  soul  is  as  impregnated  'with  fire  as  llic  flint,  and 
that  both,  wlicn  struck,  are  equally  prone  to  produce  pain. 
I  began  to  consider  tlint  even  a  glanco  was  sufficient  to 
nninon  a  breast  so  susceptible  of  tiie  least  impulse,  and 
concluded,  in  consequence,  that  some  happy  fair  one^ 
possessed  of  all  the  accomplishments,  and  as  thick  legs  as 
the  once  favoured  Elliott — had  enslaved  my  friend's  affecr 
tions.  "  Ever  prompt  to  blaze  at  Beauty's  sacred  calL"  Sa 
that,  from  motives  of  pity,  I  had  pardoned  your  omission  ta> 
me  before  the  receival  of  your  excuse. 

I  am  sorry  you  had  not  an  opportunity  of  communicating 
all  the  handsome  things  I  liad  penned  for  Mrs.  Jefliies;  but 
as  she  is  fully  convinced  of  my  profound  adoration  and  respect 
for  her  and  her  sister  without  the  jiroof  of  Poncgyridc,  tlifl 
loss  of  so  superfluous  a  compliment  is  not  very  materiaL 

I  despair  of  ever  bringing  our  friend  Southwell  to  a  proper 
sense  of  his  duty  as  a  correspondent.  I  wrote  him  a  long 
letter,  and  have  not  yet  received  a  line  in  answer,  but  suppose 
his  Donegal  expedition,  and  his  intention  of  assiuning  the  gaiii 
of  sobriety  which  you  say  he  is  resolved  upon,  has  oblitc 
rated  all  epistolary  thought  Where  is  he  gone  to,  in  so 
remote  a  part  of  Ireland  as  Donegal  ? 

I  still  remain  very  comfortable  and  snug,  and  pleased  with 
my  situation.  I  begui  to  like  the  poople  of  the  country  rather 
more  than  I  did.  I  ride  about  as  much  as  I  can,  and  have 
lately  been  two  or  three  days  at  Mallow,  which  is  a  most 
lovely  situation  as  I  ever  saw.  I  met  many  people  thers 
whom  I  knew ;  among  the  rest,  Mrs.  Coote,  the  dowager, 
and  Mrs,  Anketell,  her  daughter.  Dissipation,  as  Martin 
would  say,  reigns  ]i6rpetual]y  there.  Nothing  but  dancing 
and  public  breakfasting,  and  such  riotoiis  customs,  are  prao- 
tjsed.  I  propose  going  there  agam  soon,  and  mixing  a  little 
with  the  bean  monde,  by  way  of  recreation. 

I  received  a  letter  lately  from  poet  Hussey,  who  is  stody* 
ing  the  law  hard  with  Foster  In  a  little  retirement  in  Surrey. 
It  was  half  poetry,  half  prose.  There  are  some  good  lines, 
the  best  of  which  I  will  just  transcribe  for  you,  as  you  are 
one  of  the  wooers  of  the  tiineful  ladies.   In  praising  my  *'  idle 
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I  fife,"  oA  he  terms  it,  in  comparisou  of  his  laborious  one,  he 
l^ys:— 

"  Ko  wrangling  Bar  or  bnsy  Btrife 
Shall  cbwe  the  pesceliil  muse  from  thee; 
She  loves  to  lire  from  tcil  and  trouble  &ec, 
Basks  in  the  sunshine  of  an  idle  life, 
Bat  flica  averae  from  business  and  from  me." 

Now  I  am  speaking  of  poets,  yon  liavc  often  heard  me 

ptention  a  very  particular  friend  of  mine  in  Oxford,  by  name 

■Bagot,  many  of  whose  productions  I  have  shown  you.     He 

■  lias  been  obliged  to  have  recoiii"9c  to  Lisbon  for  the  recovery 

I  of  his  liealtli,  from  whence  I  received  a  long  letter  from  liirn 

a  few  days  ago.      He  informs  me  he  ia  better  in  that  climate 

than  when  he  left  England ;  but  I  much  fear  he  will  fall  a 

^^  imuiyr  to  severily  of  study.     Adieu !  dear  Ned. 

^B     In  April,  1766,  Edmond  -vvTitcs  from  London  to 

^Vbig  father,  who  he  regrets  had  a  "  new  commissiun" 

^P'to  return  to  some  duties  at  Clonrael— "  Mr.  Pitt  is 

^P  very  ill  with  the  gout  at  Hayes."     The  conclusion 

Dotices   two    personages    once    well    known    at    the 

"  Grecian  "   and    in   theatrical    circles — *'  I    am   at 

present  writing   in  a  coffee-house,  in  the   midst  of 

80    much    noise    and    bustle — the    celebrated   anti- 

Sejaous  (Mr.  Scott')  on  one  side  and  Mr.  Macklin 

on  the  other — that  I  can't    add  anything   more  at 

present. 

It  will  be  seen  by  previous  letters  that  an  inti- 
macy existed  with  the  family  of  Lord  Southwell.  In 
the  autumn  of  this  year  he  accompanied,  as  a  friend, 
the  son  and  grandson  of  that  nobleman  to  the  south 
of  France.  Marseilles  formed  their  original  de- 
stination. A  halt  arising  from  illness,  occurred  at 
Avignon  which  continued  to  be  their  abode ;  and 
..where  his  friend  by  the  death  of  his  father  soon 
•  Author  of  well-known  lettcrsunder  ihnt  signature  iu  the  newspapers. 
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afterward  succeeded  to  the  peerage.  The  first 
impressions  of  the  spot  are  addressed  hy  Malone 
to  his  father,  December  3,  1766: — 

It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  by  r  letter  which  I 
received  yesterday  from  my  brother,  that  yoiir  affairs  in 
England  were  at  lengtli  setdcd  to  yoiir  mind,  and  that  yon 
were  soon  likely  to  be  freed  from  the  disagreeable  task 
court  solicitation.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  before  this  tima 
your  patent  is  passed,  and  that  this  letter  will  find  yon  saft 
arrived  in  Dublin. 

I  have  been  here  near  a.  mouth.  Mr.  Southwell,  when  we 
arrived,  had  no  thoughts  of  staying  longer  than  one  day,  but 
his  son  unhappily  was  seized  with  illness,  which  has  continued 
upon  him  ever  since.  Ho  was  so  miserably  weak  previously, 
that  this  new  attack  was  very  near  destroying  him ;  but  as  he 
has  home  it  (*o  long,  he  may  perhaps  get  through,  and  it  may 
imasibly  be  of  service  by  carrying  off  the  cause  of  tbe  disorder 
that  has  afflicted  bim  ao  many  months.  We  were  for  a  good 
while  in  a  very  disagreeable  way  in  an  inn ;  but  for  the  last 
week  have  been  in  private  lodgings,  where  probably  they 
will  remain  for  tlio  winter;  for  tliey  seem  to  have  no  hojw 
of  being  able  to  reach  Marseilles.  It  is  unlucky  tliat  we 
were  not  able  to  reach  that  town,  as  by  all  accounts  it  is 
a  hvely  and  agreeable  place,  which  b  of  no  little  consequence 
to  au  invalid. 

Avignon  Is  verj'  far  from  being  a  place  one  would  wish  to 
settle  in.  It  has  no  sort  of  trade  or  business,  no  public  enter- 
tainments, and  is  Itesides  an  old,  straggling,  ugly  town.  It 
was  rendered  famous  for  some  time  by  the  residence  of  the 
uld  Pretender,  and  In  the  yeai- 1 746  bis  son  retired  hither  after 
the  rebellion.  He  lived  very  magnificently,  but  so  void  of 
gi-atitude,  or  even  common  decency,  as  to  give  a  grand  ball, 
at  which  be  danced,  at  tlie  very  time  he  well  know  hia  piirty, 
Ixirds  Balmarino  and  Kjimallock,  were  losing  their  heads  in 
London. 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  spent  the  last  twenty  years  of  bis  life 
in  this  towa;  and  at  thiathneit  isthereeidenceof  twoor  three 
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families  who  were  attached  to  the  same  cause.  Tliey  have 
probably  chosen  it  for  the  salcc  of  more  easy  correspondence 
with  thoir  friends  at  Rome,  this  town  and  the  adjacent  country 
I  bdng  under  the  dominion  of  tho  Pope.  I  don't  know  whether 
\  yoa  ever  heard  of  a  brother  of  Loiii  Mansfield's,  lie  waa 
governor  to  the  present  l*retendcr,  and  was  created,  if  it  may 
be  called  a  creation.  Lord  Dunbar,  He  is  an  agreeable  old 
man,  and  we  arc  glad  aomotimcs  to  see  him,  for  want  of  other 
£ugtish  company.  By  tliis  account  you  may  see  if  a  man's 
principles  were  any  ways  doubtful  It  would  not  be  very  safe  to 
pitch  his  tent  in  this  place. 

We  received  tlio  accoimt  of  Lord  Southwell's  death  last 
li  night.  Mr.  Southwell  was  infinitely  obliged  by  your  letter, 
I  Bnd  takes  it  extremely  kind  of  you  to  have  concerned  yourself 
I  BO  much  in  his  aS'airs.  His  i'atlier  was  so  wortliless  a  man, 
(.  tliat  I  believe  he  has  not  left  many  wet  eyes  after  bbii.  It 
appears  pretty  plaui  how  friendless  he  must  have  been,  from 
lliaving  appointed  none  of  his  own  family  his  esecutora,  and 
I  being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  two  persons  with  whom  they 
I  are  entirely  unacquainted. 

I  beg  you  will  toll  my  sister  Kitty  that  I  received  her  letter 
•  yesterday,  and  will  answer  it  by  the  nest  post.  I  long  much 
I  lo  hear  that  you  and  my  brother  have  got  safe  over  tlie  Irish 
,  which  is  sometimes  very  rough  at  this  season.  I  wish 
L  must  heartily  all  health  and  happiness,  &c. 


The  business  which  carried  his  father  from  Irc- 

,  Imiil  to  London  was  expected  removal  from  the  Bar 

to  the  Bench.     One  nf  the  channels   used  for  that 

purpose  was    the  Earl  of  Bristol,  first    husband  of 

the  famous  Miss  Chudleigh,  who  afterwards  givinjj 

her  hand  to  the  Duke  of  Kingston,  figured  in  the 

celebrated  trial  for  bigamy.     At  this  time  he  was  ex- 

i  pectcd  to  become  Viceroy  of  Ireland.     Tlie  Malones 

I  had  become  known  to  him;  and  the  serjoant  judged 

becoming  to  pay  his  personal  respects  to  so  in- 


26  LIFE  OF  EDMOND  MALONE. 

fluential  a  friend  in  England.  His  suit  proved 
successfiil,  though  the  Earl  did  not  become  Lord 
Lieutenant. 

His  son,  in  the  first  of  the  following  letters,  duti- 
fully laments  some  delay  which  had  occurred  in  the 
transit  to  the  seat  of  justice.  In  the  second,  we 
hear  of  what  was  no  doubt  the  first  feat  of  his 
own  in  the  business  of  law — making  a  will;  and, 
the  late  difficulty  in  promotion  being  conquered  by 
his  father,  he  is  not  a  little  pleased  to  change  the 
address  from  "  Mr.  Serjeant "  to  "  The  Honourable 
Mr.  Justice  Malone,  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin." 

Avignotiy  Dec.  29, 1766. 

I  little  imagined  some  time  ago  that  my  letter  would  find 
you  in  London  in  the  beginning  of  January ;  but  by  one 
that  I  received  from  my  brother  yesterday^  I  find  this  may 
possibly  overtake  you,  before  your  departure  for  Ireland. 
I  need  not  tell  you  how  concerned  I  am  at  the  occasion  of 
your  stay.  It  was,  indeed,  a  great  mortification  to  me,  for 
I  had  flattered  myself  that  after  you  once  had  got  my  Lord 
Bristol's  absolute  promise,  and  only  waited  for  Judge  Mar- 
shall's letters,  nothing  could  have  prevented  you  firom  suc- 
ceeding. It  shall  be  a  lesson  to  me  never  to  believe  in  any 
great  man's  word,  unless  coupled  with  performance,  and  to 
aspire  by  every  honest  means  at  the  greatest  blessing,  of 
life,  independence. 

Possibly,  however,  your  powerful  fiiend  may  still  be  able 
to  e£fect  something  for  you ;  if  that  has  been  the  case,  I  hope 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  write  me  a  few  words  before  you 
leave  London.  I  have  written  to  you  two  or  three  times 
since  I  came  to  this  town ;  but  imagining  you  would  be  in 
Ireland  about  the  middle  of  last  month,  addressed  all  my 
letters  to  Stephen's  Green.  My  Lord  Southwell,  on  the 
same  supposition  when  he  answered  your  letter,  directed  to 
the  same  place.  He  sent  you  two  advertisements;  one  of 
thanks  to  the  county  Limerick,  and  the  other  for  his  son. 
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B  be  inserted  in  the  public  papers ;  but  luckily  at  the  samo 

me  funrardcd  duplicates  to  his  agent  in  the  country.     So 

I  that,   notwithstanding    your    absence,   they   have    probably 

appeared.     He  desired  me  to  give  you  a  thousand  thanks 

for  your  kind  letter. 

[  am  extremely  obliged  for  the  251.  you  have  permitted 
i  to  draw,  wUifli  1  shall  do  very  unwillingly,  because  I 
r  it  may  distress  you ;  but  I  shall  be  in  absolute  need  of 
I  to  carry  me  home.  I  must  draw  upon  you  instead  of 
f  Norton,  for  my  crcilit  at  Foley's,  which  I  got  from  Nesbit 
I'When  I  was  leaving  England,  is  on  you,  and  not  on  him.  I 
I  shall  draw  a  bill  on  you  lor  40^,  the  25^  you  have  been 
I  BO  good  as  to  give  me,  and  15t  which  will  remain  due  to 
aie  on  the  1st  of  February,  the  rest  of  that  <|uarter  being 
L  gone  in  chamber  rent,  &c ;  and  at  the  same  time  write  to 
r  Meabit  to  send  the  bill  to  Mr.  Norton,  who  will  I  suppose, 
L  accept  instead  of  sending  it  to  you  in  Ireland. 

I  mean  to  go  next  week  for  a  few  dayii  to  Marseilles  with 
ftgvntleman  of  tliis  town,  who  bus  offered  me  a  place  in  his 
There  I  must  receive  ray  money,  my  credit  from 
Foley  l»cing  on  tlie  banker  of  that  place,  and  where  Lord 
Soathwell  thought  to  upend  the  winter,  but  which  he  will 
robably  not  now  nah,  aa  he  has  got  a  house  in  the  town, 
.  now  settled  liorL-.  Hjh  son  is  surprisingly  better 
Irithia  this  fortnight ;  and  I  have  now  great  hopes  of  him. 
1  humed  in  order  to  overtake  the  post,  that  I  can 
only  add  that  I  am,  dear  sir,  &c. 

I  intend  to  leave  this  about  the  lOUi  of  February.     Bo 
pleased  to  direct  to  me  here. 

Anignon,  Jim.  28,  1T67, 
I  ha,\o  been  so  unsettled  for  some  time,  that  tliis  is  almost 
die  first  opportunity  I  have  had  of  thanking  you  for  yours  of 
th  of  last  moiitli,  which  I  received  about  a  fortnight  ago, 
i  of  congratulating  you  on  your  havuig  at  length  succeeded 
D  the  bench.  I  received  your  letter  at  IVlarseilles,  whither  I 
t  about  tlirco  weeks  ago  with  a  French  gentleman,  who, 
Upponing  to  be  going  thither,  ottered  me  a  place  in  lus  chaise. 
I  fonnd  there  a  great  number  of  English,  and  much  more 
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entortsinmetit  tlian  this  toivn  affords.  It  surpriseil  me,  how- 
ever, a  good  deal,  to  meet  many  joiing  men  of  fortune  who 
have  it  in  their  power  to  go  either  twwards  Italy  or  to  Paris, 
in  either  of  which  I  should  think  they  might  spend  their  time 
more  profitably,  as  well  as  more  agreeably,  than  in  a  remote 
provincial  town  like  Marseilles. 

Nat  Clements'  second  son,  and  a  General  Sandford,  wlio 
are  settled  there,  were  very  civil,  and  made  me  dine  whenever 
I  was  disengaged,  Mr.  Clements  has  found  much  benefit  by 
bathing  in  the  sea,  wliich  lie  does  whenever  the  weather  per- 
mits, to  the  astonishment  of  the  French  who  liave  no  notion 
of  such  hardiness.  The  climate  at  Marseilles  is  I  think 
much  betlOT  than  at  this  place,  the  town  being  tolerably  well 
sheltered  from  the  north  wind,  which  here  cuts  through  and 
through. 

Though  I  did  not  carry  any  of  my  law-books  with  me,  yet 
I  can't  say  I  was  wholly  idle  at  Marseilles ;  for  Lady  Mac- 
clesfield, who  is  now  there,  did  me  the  honour  of  entrusting 
mo  With  her  will,  and  requested  me  to  draw  up  a  codicil  to  it, 
by  which  sho  made  many  alterations,  She  has  left  four 
nieces  who  travel  with  her  very  good  fortunes. 

I  drew  upon  the  banker  tliere  for  25t  which  you  were 
so  good  as  to  give  me,  for  which  I  ain  extremely  obliged.  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  put  you  to  the  least  distress,  bat  so 
much  of  my  money  lias  gone  in  clothes  to  make  a  decent 
appeai'ance  in  this  dressing  country,  where  everybody  down 
to  the  peruke-maker  puts  everything  he  is  worth  on  his  back, 
that  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  the  indul- 
gence you  were  so  kind  as  to  give  in  the  latter  part  of  youi- 
letter,  and  draw  for  20/.  when  I  get  to  Paris. 

I  intend  to  set  out  hence  about  the  15th  of  next  month,  and 
will  travel  in  the  cheapest  manner  that  I  can.  There  is  a 
coach  hence  to  Lyons,  bat  it  goes  so  exceedingly  slow,  being 
four  or  five  days  doing  about  140  miles,  that  I  think  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  courier,  to  whieh  method  there  is  no  excep- 
tion but  bis  going  rather  too  quick.  But  that  is  I  think  a 
better  extreme  than  the  other.  From  Lyons  to  Paris  there  is 
a  tolerably  good  stage-coach,  which  [wrforms  the  journey  in 
six  or  seven  days. 
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My  Lord  Southwell  received  your  letter  very  safe,  and, 
imagining  yon  would  bo  in  Ireland,  directed  lii's  answer 
tliitiier.  He  desires  liia  best  complimenta,  and  will  trouble 
y<ni  soon  with  some  law  queries,  wliich  however  he  saya  he 
would  e(|ually  have  duue  had  you  remained  in  your  former 
situatiou.  His  sou  is  daily  Di&nding,  almost  beyond  our 
warmest  hopes.  If  I  should  he  under  the  necessity  of  troubling 
jou,  I'll  draw  upon  Norton.  I  take  it  for  granted  this  letter 
will  fiud  you  in  Dublin,  where  I  suppose  you  were  this  week 
invested  with  your  dignity.  I  have  only  to  wish  health 
and  many  years  to  enjoy  it,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am, 
dear  sir,  &c. 

I  hope  yon  got  the  letter  that  I  addressed  to  Tom's  coffee- 
house the  latter  end  of  last  montli. 

In  March,  1 767>  he  reachod  London.     A  letter  to 

I  his  father  in  the  following  month  returns  thanks  for 

I  &  present  (of  money)  paid  him  by  Lord  Catherlough  ; 

f  adverts  to  the  parliamentary  exertions  of  his  friend 

I  Lord  Northington  ;  to  the  debates,  &c.,on  Amcriean 

distnrbance;  and  requests  that  he  will  not  insist  upon 

'  his  residing  in  town  in  summer ;  "  for  studies  in  u 

farmhouse,  far  from  obstructing,  would  advance  their 

progress;"  concluding  with  the  promise — "It  is  my 

firm  resolution  to  apply  as  closely  as  possible,  till  I 

go  to  Ireland,  to  the  study  of  law  and  the  practice  of 

the  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  hope  soon  to  make  up 

for  the  time  I  have  lost." 

Soon  afterward  ho  was  called  to  the  Irish  Bar. 
Such  a  profession,  in  either  country,  seems  one  of  the 
hazardous  casts  in  the  lottery  of  life.  Patience  is 
one  of  its  requisites,  and  family  funds  to  fall  back 
upon  in  case  of  failure,  another.  Time,  diligence, 
and  aptitude,  can  alone  untie  the  tongues  and  store 
I  the  bags  of  the  youthful,  the  silent,  and  the  briefless. 
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To  the  few  it  affords  all  that  men  can  wish — rank, 
wealth,  and  honours  ;  to  the  many,  but  a  dreary 
attendance,  unenlivened  by  calls  to  employment. 
The  stream  of  success  sweeps  by  unfelt  by  the  large 
majority  of  candidates,  who,  like  wrecks  upon  the 
shore,  remain  objects  of  pity  or  spectacles  to  gazo 
at,  till  disgust  drives  them  from  a  scene  of  failure 
and  mortification  to  some  other  occupation.  Inge- 
nuity indeed  has  found  out  other  spheres  for  exertion 
for  the  helpless  of  the  profession.  A  "  barrister  of 
seven  years'  standing,"  although  unknown  to  fame, 
unheard  of  in  the  courts,  is  often  deemed  fit  for 
anything ;  and  he  who  never  held  half-a-dozen  briefs, 
or  showed  himself  in  the  courts,  may  at  last,  by  the 
favour  of  friends,  stumble  into  a  lucrative  office. 
"Life  at  the  Bar"  may  make  a  title  and  promising 
theme  for  the  ingenious  novelist. 

His  hopes  we  may  believe,  were  as  vivid  as  youtb 
and  good  connections  could  make  them.  But  law  did 
not  close  bis  heart  against  letters.  London  associates 
and  conversations  were  not  forgotten ;  politics  cer- 
tainly were  not.  They  became  a  necessary  condition 
of  Bar  life,  as  forming  the  main  road  to  its  higher 
offices ;  and  at  the  tables  of  his  father  and  uncle  wore 
found  those  who  could  aid  in  bestowing  such  things, 
as  well  as  others  who  were  fated,  if  not  fitted,  to 
receive  them. 

But  some  restraint  was  thrown  upon  the  reception 
of  certain  political  guests  at  particular  tables  shortly 
after  this  period.  The  wits  of  Dublin  on  the  popular 
side  had  combined  against  the  government  of  Lord 
Townshend.       Missiles,  in  the  form  of  jest,  storj*, 
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ridicule,  and  banter,  were  shot  forth  against  it  in 
the  newspapers,  in  which  he  took  part,  and  these 
were  afterwards  collected  into  a  volume  (Barata- 
riaiia)  with  some  effect.  We  have  an  indistinct 
glance  at  Edmond  after  he  had  been  some  time  in 
Dublin  through  his  friend  Chetwood,  who  seems  to 
have  been  transferred  to  a  new  scene  in  the  south 
of  Ireland,  little  in  unison  with  his  tastes. 

SMI,  near  Skibbereen,  Feb.  10,  1768. 
At  last  I  address  you  from  my  own  abode,  lieartily  sorry  to 
write  to  you  from  any  greater  distance  than  from  the  college 
to  George  Street,  for  I  am  sk-k  of  solitude  and  a  sequestered 
mral  life  already.  I  was  concerned  at  the  necessity  I  was 
under  of  leaving  town  without  seeing  you ;  and  the  more  so, 
as  I  had  something  which  I  wislied  to  converse  with  you 
upon  before  my  departure  from  Dublin.  But  tliat  most  bo 
the  subject  of  a  future  interview,  or  of  a  future  letter.  I 
heard  from  our  friend  Southwell  last  week ;  his  account  of 
himself  is  a  very  favourable  one,  and  he  seems  to  write  in 
good  spirits.  I  hear  Lord  Southwell  is  to  be  created  Earl 
Belingsly. 

I  know  you  repine  at  your  change  of  situation  from  London 
to  our  metroph's — not  without  reason.  This  ought  to  raise 
your  compassion  for  nic  who  am  removed  In  effect  out  of  the 
world,  and  as  It  is  in  your  power  In  a  great  measure  to  intro- 
duce me  into  company,  I  can't  help  being  so  unreasonable  an 
to  beg  you  will  do  it  by  informing  me  what  is  transacting  In 
life,  of  parliamentary  anecdotes  particularly,  of  which  I  don't 
know  a  man  better  informed. 

I  am  at  present  quite  out  of  spirits ;  I  am  ashamed  to  own 
it,  but  cannot  help  it.  Philosophy  does  not  always  avail  to 
correct  constitution.  I  exert  the  little  portion  I  can.  I 
believe  at  last  I  must  have  recourse  to  one  of  ray  garrets  and 
the  Muae,  to  induce  an  oblivium  rita-  prTteritev,  Adieu  I 
Write  to  me  soon,  and  in  the  meantime  believe  me,  my  dear 
Ned,  your  unalterable  J.  C. 

From  this  presumed  famUiarity  with  political  mat- 
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ters,  his  feeling  became  about  this  time  diverted  into 
a  widely  different  channel.  He  became  in  love.  Sen- 
sitive as  the  national  temperament  is  said  to  be  to 
the  attractions  of  the  softer  sex,  he  allowed  it  to  in- 
fluence and  colour  the  whole  tenor  of  his  future  life. 
Scarcely  anything  could  expunge  the  fair  object  of  it 
from  recollection. 

Chetwood,  as  we  have  seen  in  a  former  letter,  jests 
upon  his  susceptibility  of  heart  toward  the  lady  of  the 
"  thick  legs."  Who  this  damsel  may  have  been  is  now 
unknown.  But  that  either  she  or  some  new  love 
exercised  the  very  strongest  sway  over  his  heart  and 
conduct  we  have  his  own  testimony.  By  reference  to 
dates,  this  attachment  appears  to  have  commenced  in 
1 769.  Why  it  was  not  gratified  in  the  usual  way — 
whether  from  humble  birth,  deficient  fortune,  family 
dislikes,  or  some  unhappy  flaw  in  character — docs  not 
appear.  But  matrimony  was  deemed  inexpedient.  He 
however  shall  tell  his  own  story. 

Lord  Charlemont,  in  a  letter  to  him  in  London  in 
December  1781,  thus  writes:  —  "I  will  not  trouble 
you  with  our  politics,  as  I  know  you  are  not  much 
addicted  to  that  science,  and  as  you  probably  have 
constant  accounts  of  all  that  passes  here."  The  reply 
in  the  following  month  quite  undeceives  his  noble 
friend.  It  is  ample  confession  of  weakness,  yet  loses 
him  none  of  our  respect,  and  forms  almost  a  Uteral 
fulfilment  of  his  master  Shakspeare's  description. 

^  He  let  concealment, 
Like  a  worm  in  the  bud,  prey  on  hu  damask  cheek.** 

You  say,  my  Lord,  you  will  not  trouble  me  with  politics,  as  I 
am  not  much  addicted  to  that  science.     I  was  once  deeply 


A  LOVE  STORY. 


33 


engaged  by  it;  but  a  most  unfortunato  attacliment,  which 
never  could  have  contributed  much  to  my  honour,  and  has 
ended  most  imliappily,  has  estranged  me  from  that  oud  aUnost 
everything  else,  except  a  few  friends,  tlie  recollection  of  whom 
is  one  of  the  last  sentiments  I  shall  part  with. 

I   endeavour   to   employ  mj   thoughts    with    books    and 
writing,  and  when  weary  of  thera  fly  into  company;   and 
when  disgusted  with  that  return  back  to  the  other.     But  all 
■  will  not  do — there  is  little  chance  of  getting  over  an  atlach- 
KUcnt  that   has  continued  with  unabated   force  for  tlurteen 
llyears ;  nor  at  my  time  of  life,  is  the  heart  vei-y  easily  cap- 
tured by  a  new  object. 

Ton  see  how  frankly  I  confess  my  weakness.  But  if  I  am 
not  much  mistaken  you  will  make  some  allowance  for  the  extra- 
vagance of  tliis  sort  of  sensation,  which  is  allied,  however  re- 
motely, to  some  of  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart.  I  am  a  very 
domestic  kind  of  aiiuual,  and  not  at  all  adapted  for  solitude. 

From  the  moment  it  became  inexpedient,  from 
.whatever  cause,  to  gratify  this  passion,  his  feelinga 

:ame  painfully  depressed.  Whether  any  objection 
from  his  family  does  not  appear.  They  were 
strongly  attached  to  him ;  and  his  father,  who  was  at 
this  period  in  ill  health,  liad  always  evinced  the  most 
affectionate  regard.  To  divert  the  current  of  thought, 
he  was  recommended  to  travel.  His  brother  had  gone 
to  Spa  the  preceding  year,  and  he  joined  him  there 

the  summer  of  1769. 

To  a  companion  of  his  former  excursions,  Mr. 
Thomas  Southwell,  wlio  continued  at  Avignon  and 
ultimately  became  a  convert  to  Romanism,  he  wrote 
in  April  in  a  desponding  tone  without  specifying  the 
cause.  His  friend  suspected  it,  and  in  a  strain  of 
pious  earnestness  thus  liints  his  suspicions  in  the 
illowing  month : — 
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1  havo  turned  and  re-turned  all  the  words  and  oxpressioni 
of  yoar  letter,  in  order  to  get  some  insight  into  the  cause  of 
your  distresa,  but  am  still  as  much  in  the  dark  aa  ever.  The 
effects  of  it  appear  but  too  visibly  in  your  manner  of  writing, 
and  in  your  so  long  silence,  as  I  had  written  twice.  .  .  . 
I  mentioned  this  to  Chetwood  lately.  lie  assuredly  knows 
nothing  of  your  grief,  or  at  least  mentions  nothing  of  it  to 
rae.  Would  to  God  I  were  near  you!  Perhaps  I  might 
comfort  you,  or  give  some  counsel,  or  bit  upon  some  expe- 
dient to  extricate  you  from  tiiis  distress.  At  tliis  distance  I 
have  only  prayers  to  offer  that  God  will  in  his  great  mercy 
give  you  that  help  and  consolation  you  desire.  But  yoa 
must  address  yourself  zealously  to  that  great  Fountain  of 
mercy.  ...  I  wish  you  could  be  more  particular  (in 
statement),  excej)!  it  be  something  absolutely  improper  for 
mo  to  know.  At  present  1  have  formed  but  one  reasonabls 
conjecture,  which  is  that  it  is  something  of  a  lovo  affair 
wliicb  you  liave  not  been  able  to  bring  about,  I  wish  again 
I  were  near  you.  ...  I  hope  tlicre  is  no  disagreement 
witli  your  father.    .    .     . 

His  elder  eister  thus  writes  in  August  follow- 
ing:— 

I  beseech  you,  dear  Ned,  to  recover  your  spirits.  I  own  it 
is  a  very  bard  task,  but  the  greater  the  difficultj-,  the  more 
merit  you  will  have  in  conquering  it.  I  wish  you  would 
partake  of  all  sorts  of  diversions ;  for  though  I  do  not  expcot 
tliey  can  afford  you  in  your  present  situation  any  amusement 
at  the  time,  yet  I  believe  dissipation  is  Uie  best  remedy 
against  low  spirits ;  though  I  must  confess  I  do  not  think 
it  the  pleasantest.  ■  .  .  Adieu  I  my  dear  Ned,  and  let 
me  once  more  entreat  you  to  strive  to  get  the  better  of  your 
melancholy  as  well  fur  your  friends'  sake  as  your  own;  fttf 
it  ia  ini])ossible  we  ever  can  be  happy  when  we  see  yon 
otherwise. 

Cathorino,  the  younger,  who  through  life  evince^ 
extreme  affection  for  Tier   brother,  writing  in  8ep> 
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tember,  is  less  explicit :  "  I  am  very  glad  to  find 
that  you  are  in  better  spirits  than  when  you  left 
va.  Remember,  I  charge  you  that  they  be  very 
good  when  we  meet,  which  I  hope  will  be  soon." 

At  a  later  date,  another  warm  friend  (the  Ecr. 
W.  Jephson)  is  unable  to  sympathise  with  the 
sufferer:  "We  talk  of  you  (with  his  sisters)  like 
true  lovers:  begin  generally  by  abusing,  and  assur- 
edly end  by  praising  you.  Why  will  you  not  enjoy 
the  affection  that  is  lavished  upon  you,  and  man- 
fully slight  that  which  you  cannot  obtain  or  ought 
to  scorn  ?  No  man,  I  verily  heliovo,  ever  deserved 
the  love  of  sisters  more  than  you  do,  and  I  am 
certain  no  man  ever  possessed  it  more  perfectly. 
And  such  sisters,  my  dearest  Ned !  But  I  liave 
done  with  this.  I  never  throw  away  the  hope  of 
seeing  you  ono  day  or  other  think  and  act  like 
yourself." 

His  admiring  friend  Chetwood,  who  now  under- 
stood hia  real  position,  writes  in  September  I/"'  : 
**  As  to  a  part  of  your  last  letter  I  shall  be  silent, 
because  I  have  some  doubts  whether  this  letter  will 
arrive  in  Limerick  by  the  time  you  propose  leaving  it. 
I  cannot  however  resist  my  inclination  to  entreat  that 
you  will  give  me  the  solid  satisfaction  of  informing  me 

of  the  departure  of to  America  as  soon  as  you 

know  it.  I  nevor  wish  that  person  to  be  in  the  same 
quarter  of  the  globe  with  you ;  for  as  long  as  that  is 
the  case,  I  see  plainly  that  you  are  not  master  of  one 
atom  of  resolution." 

An  eminent  political  friend,  Mr.  Denis  Daly,  of 
whom  some  account  will  hi-reaftcr  appear,  adverts 
D  2 
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to  the  same  theme  from  DubHn,  April  1779:  "As 
to  Mccklenburgh  Street,  you  aro  quite  wide  of  the 
mark.  In  spite  of  all  your  devotees,  I  am  still  of 
opinion  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  vian  of  resolution 
to  be  in  or  out  of  love,  just  as  he  thinks  proper. 
The  difficulty  docs  not  lie  in  succeeding  in  the 
attempt,  but  in  making  it.  I  am  glad,  however,  that 
your  resolution  is  not  put  to  the  test,  and  that  the 
lady  remains  upon  this  side  (Ireland)  of  the  water." 

Poor  Malone  !  what  sympathy  can  the  devoted  but 
unlucky  lover  expect  from  his  own,  the  coarser  part 
of  creation?  Smiles,  perhaps,  or  sneers,  or  other 
provoking  proofs  of  indifference.  They  are  too  busy 
in  matters  of  profit  or  worldly  advancement  for  those 
deeper  and  unseen  emotions  which  once  shook  their 
own  firmness,  hut  have  been  forgotten  or  thrown  off 
as  the  folly  of  youth.  But  how  different  is  it  with 
woman !  From  her  the  sufferer  may  expect  gentle- 
ness, kindness,  and  sympathy  to  soothe  those  feelings 
which,  perhaps,  cannot  be  healed.  She  can  under- 
stand the  distractions  which  encumber  such  a  state. 
The  life  of  man  is  business — to  earn  the  bread  he 
eats,  or  keep  the  station  in  society  which  he  holds. 
The  life  of  a  woman  is  love — love  for  her  parents, 
her  husband,  her  children ;  the  indulgence  in  short 
of  those  softer  and  devoted  feelings  which  make  her 
the  comforter  and  civilizer  of  human  life.  And  upon 
her,  in  the  persons  of  two  most  attached  sisters,  de- 
volved by  unwearied  assiduity  the  duty  of  cheering 
the  soiTows  of  an  amiable  brother. 
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Law  Studies— Irish  Duels — Death  of  his  Father— CandiUato  for  the 
RcpresentAlioQ  of  Trinity  College— Edition  of  Goldmnith- Death  of 
hia  Uncle  —  Liierature  of  tlie  Stsgc — Hemuves  to  London — The 
Shakspesrc  Mania- Lord  Charlenvoat — George  Slceyens— Letter 
from  hia  Brother. 

His  return  from  Spa,  improved  by  the  excursion,  took 
place  ere  winter  set  in.  To  Dubfia  he  proceeded 
without  delay — thence  sought  the  courts  for  as  much 
employment  as  attorneys  and  clients  would  bestow ; 
and  joined  the  Munster  circuit.  Here  he  remained 
four  or  five  years  with  the  usual  fortune  of  a  young 
barrister — sometimes  occupied  by  a  case,  sometimes 
by  the  state  of  the  nation,  always  an  important  busi- 
ness to  men  who  have  little  else  to  do.  Allusions  to 
Dublin  business  occur  in  his  correspondence.  One 
friend  wishes  to  "  hear  of  him  in  long  pleadings  in 
■Chancery."  Another  inquires  after  "  briefs "  in 
which  ho  was  interested.  It  is  likewise  remembered 
by  the  lady  who  now  occupies  Baronston,  that  in  a 
suit  between  her  father  and  the  then  Marijuia  of 
Drogheda,  Edmond,  who  was  engaged  in  the  cause, 
I'Sxhibitcd  abilities  which  promised  future  eminence. 
No  diligence  to  this  end  was  neglected  on  his  own 
'<  law  studies  now 
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lies  before  me,  indexed  for  reference  like  a  merchant's 
ledger.  It  consists  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pages,  for  the  most  part  closely  written,  strongly  indi- 
cative of  the  pains  taken  upon  other  subjects  with  a 
specific  purpose  in  view.* 

His  chief  correspondent  at  this  period  was  Chet- 
wood,  who  invites  him  from  Cork  to  "  Skull"  to  the 
"  enjoyment  of  such  music  as  ho  may  not  often  hear." 
He  likewise  eends  verses  to  relieve  the  "  soporific 
influences  of  law."  And  of  one  of  their  chosen  mutual 
friends,  a  young  barrister  on  the  same  circuit,  and 
also  a  **  verse-man,"  thus  writes: — " I  shouldlament 
your  fate  on  cverj-  circuit  much  more  than  I  do  had 
you  not  such  a  companion  as  HuBscy.  You  may  talk 
of  wret<!hcdtie3s,  but  you  can  neither  of  you  bo  un- 
happy together.  His  petit  extempore  is  delightful, 
as  is  all  that  he  either  writes  or  thinks."  On  another 
occasion  ho  mentions  warmly  "Hussey's  admirable 
Epithalamium" 

In  1771  a  short  visit  was  paid  to  England,  led  by 
some  instinct  to  map  out  the  ground  on  which  ho 
was  ultimately  destined  to  abide.  Hence  he  sent 
Chetwood  Dr.  Johnson's  pamphlet  on  the  Falkland 
islands;  when,  as  an  example  of  the  erroneous  views 
formed  by  even  educated  persons  in  remote  districts 
o  f  eminent  men  living  in  the  world,  he  asks  whether 
the  great  moralist  "isootvenal?"  He  writes  likewise 
for  the  best  edition  of  the  celebrated  anonvmous  hero 


*  The  title  \s,  A  Table  of  tha  sevsral  Stalalei  in  Ireland  rstptcting 
Treoioiui,  Felonies,  and  lie  power  of  Grand  Jurirt  tince  Payning'a  Laio. 
At  the  end  of  the  alphabet  arc  added  aliatracts  from  the  State  Tiyal* 
cDDcerning  the  CnnuDivt  Law. — Edmoad  Malone. 
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of  the  tlav,  adding: — "  Ilowovor  mHccurc  Junius  may 
be  from  criticism,  Johnson  is  still  more  so." 

HI  health  overtook  him  while  at  his  father's  country 
residence,  Shinglas,  Westmoath,  in  1772,  and  occa- 
sioned some  months'  confinement.  The  devoted  atten- 
tion shonni  by  his  Bister  Catherine  on  this  occasion 
was  never  forgotten.  It  wottlil  appear  also  that  this 
incident  added  strength  to  the  regrets  that  ill-fortmie 
still  condemned  him  to  the  hapless  condition  of  a 
bachelor. 

In  Dublin,  the  absence  of  briefs  produced  divided 
allegiance  between  the  newspapers  and  the  Forum. 
He  who  could  not  officially  talk  law,  might  talk  or 
write  politics ;  and  those  paper  squibs  and  crackers 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  found  vent  in 
abundance.  To  these,  Malone  makes  allusion  in  some 
of  his  letters,  but  without  such  distinctness  as  serve 
to  mark  his  own,  excepting  one.  It  is  Ironical;  and 
produced  probably  from  some  now  ideas  started  on 
political  economy.  He  laments  in  a  well-handled 
paper  the  notorious  improvidence  of  so  poor  a  people 
as  the  Irish,  who  devour  eggs  by  millions,  which  if 
permitted  to  become  fowls  would  be  of  more  than 
twenty  times  the  value!  For  papers  of  more  serious 
import,  he  calls  upon  the  great  orator  and  patriot  of 
the  day,  Henry  Flood,  to  testify  to  bis  industry  when 
addressing  a  Dublin  constituency  on  his  own  account, 
Boon  afterwards.  He  was  of  course  patriotic  in 
opinions.  Who  at  such  an  age  is  not?  And  what 
theme  more  prolific  to  Irishmen  than  Ireland  ? 

Toward  the  beginning  of  1 773,  his  brother,  then  in 
London,  communicated  details  of  a  war  among  the 
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Peers, — no  less  than  five  of  that  order,  and  an  honour- 
able, being  concerned — Lords  Townabend,  Bellamont, 
Ligonier,  Ancram,  his  friend  Charleraont,  and  Mr. 
Dillon.  The  former  two  had  quarrelled  in  Ireland. 
Ko  fighting  however  could  take  place  with  a  Viceroy 
in  office.  But  after  the  usual  complications  on  such 
occasions,  it  was  settled  in  Marylebone  Fields  by 
Lord  Bellamont  being  shot  in  the  side,  very  narrowly 
escaping  death.  Lord  Charlemont  bad  a  commission 
as  mediator,  but  prudently  avoided  the  thankless  re- 
sponsibility of  second.  No  allusion  to  this  occurs  in 
his  biography ;  although  lie  and  Lord  Ancram  dis- 
closed their  part  of  it  in  the  newspapers. 

The  reply  of  Edmond,  February,  1773,  written  in 
some  anxiety,  was  no  less  warlike.  He  describes  in 
a  long  letter  a  duel  in  Dublin  between  Colonel 
Blaquierc,  who  had  just  arrived  in  Ireland  as  Public 
Secretary,  and  Mr.  Bagnell,  a  fiery  member  of  a 
Tipperary  family.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
unprovoked  by  the  former  or  more  unwarrantable  on 
the  part  of  the  latter.  But  the  account  shows  the 
stuff  of  which  duels  were  commonly  made — a  san- 
guinary spirit,  ferocity,  misconception,  ill-temper, 
pride,  irritability,  and — nonsense. 

The  interest  of  Malone  in  his  brother's  account  of 
the  affair  in  England,  arose  from  the  implication  of  hia 
friend — for  near  acquaintance  had  now  ripened  into 
friendship  with  Lord  Charleraont.  All  Ireland  took 
a  similar  interest  in  him.  In  return,  he  entertained 
the  strongest  attachment  for  her ;  and  certainly  no 
country  could  point  to  a  more  honest,  amiable,  pure- 
minded  man.    Edmond  and  ho  first  met  at  the  tables 
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his  father  and  uncle,  where  much  of  the  genius  ami 
wit  of  Dublin  were  to  be  found.  Their  politics  and 
tastes  were  then  similar ;  and  substantial  private 
qualities  ripened  into  sincere  regard.  The  topics  of 
the  moment,  as  being  too  exciting,  were  often  for- 
gotten in  their  correspondence.  Literature,  criticism, 
and  rare  books,  frequently  superseded  politics,  poetry, 
and  law.  In  fact,  the  former  three  in  quiet  times 
formed  the  natural  tastes  of  both  ;  sought  by  one  as 
relief  from  private  disquiet,  by  the  other  in  order  to 
forget  for  a  time  those  ferments  in  which  commercial 
injustice  and  parliamentary  control  from  the  sister 
island  had  embroiled  his  country. 

Possessed  of  sound  common  sense,  his  lordBhip  bad 
likewise  that  moderation  of  tone  in  which  Irishmen 
are  sometimes  deficient.  He  would  go  as  far  as  pru- 
dent men  may  fairly  go,  but  no  farther.  He  was  the 
drag-chain  that  kept  that  mighty  engine,  the  volunteers 
of  1/82,  from  running  over  their  leaders.  Altogether 
he  was,  perhaps,  the  most  popular  man  ever  seen  in 
Ireland — but  he  wanted  one  faculty  to  become  the 
greatest — that  was  the  gift  of  public  speaking.  The 
want  of  it  threw  him  hack  upon  his  books  and  pen. 
He  wrote,  it  is  said,  pretty  largely ;  but  from  timidity 
and  reserve  shrunk  from  the  honours  of  the  press. 
His  letters,  however,  make  us  fully  acquainted  with 
the  man.  An  epistolary  intercourse  with  Malone 
commenced  soon  after  the  removal  of  the  latter  to 
London,  which  continued  nearly  to  the  close  of  life. 
These  furnish  evidence  of  scholar-like  propensities, 
pursued  in  those  useful  aad  innocent  hours  which 
thought  and  intelligence  can  win  in  its  library  when 
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the  outeido  world  ia  contentious  or  adverse.  Notices 
of  these  will  hereafter  appear. 

In  the  spring  of  1774  Malone  lost  his  father,  who 
evinced  undiraiuishcd  affection  in  the  gift  of  an  income 
which  insured  moderate  independence.  Politics  were 
still  kept  in  view ;  but  in  exchange  for  squibs  and 
pamphlets  he  sought  the  usual  family  destination,  a 
seat  in  Parliament.  Ho  even  aimed  at  the  University 
of  Dublin.  Among  his  papers  is  the  draft  of  a  speech 
in  his  own  handwriting,  spoken  on  that  occasion* 
which  rattles  away  in  choice  candidate-style  to  tho 
constituent  body. 

In  thishc  speaks  of  his  nomination  and  address  in  tho 
previous  summer;  and  of  his  relationship  to  Anthony 
Malone,  admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  wise,  able  and 
disinterested  men  living,  who,  unlike  most  others  in 
Parliament,  had  done  everything  for  his  country  and 
nothing  for  bis  connections.  Yet  even  of  him  he  was 
independent.  "  For,  a  few  months  ago,  I  obtained, 
at  too  high  a  price  indeed,  an  honourable  independ- 
ence ;  nor  shall  any  motive  on  earth  induce  me  to 
forfeit  it."  He  would  regard  no  private  tie,  no  relatiTQ 
in  public  affairs,  but  deem  himself  a  trustee  merely 
for  the  people ;  that  be  had  testified  this  spirit  in  a 
private  capacity  in  opposing  the  corrupt  government 
of  Lord  Townshend — to  which  the  worthy  friend, 
nominated  at  the  same  time  as  himself,  and  another 
gentleman,  the  greatest  orator  in  this  or,  perhaps, 
any  other  kingdom,  would  bear  testimony.*     He  thus 

*  Meaning,  no  doubt,  Henry  FltMd,  of  vrhom  some  notice  will  here- 
after appear,  lie  Imd  warred  much  agaioKL  Lord  Townshend'a  govern- 
ment, joined  by  many  witty  or  popular  men,  whoie  epbementl  nlliei 
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charactorizos  the  mass  of  public  men  of  the  day : 
"  Who  are  most  imqualifictl  for  their  offices — who 
ai'cumulate  place  upon  places,  sinecure  upon  sinecure 
— who  are  so  eager  to  obtain  the  wages  of  the  day  cro 
the  day  has  passed  over  them,  as  to  be  emphatically, 

,  and  not  improperly,  termed  ready-money  voters?" 
If  this  bo  even  a  tolerably  correct  picture  of  Irish 
peers  and  commoners — and  most  Irish  writers  unfor- 
tunately ngrce  in  the  sketch — who,  however  they 
may  abuse  it,  can  wonder  at  the  Union  ?  What  honest 
man  can  regret  the  extinction  of  a  mass  of  corruption 
that  formed  a  standing  national  disgrace  ? 

From  newspaper  paragraphs  and  eseays,  the  next 

'  usual  step  of  candidates  in  letters  is  to  editorship ; 

[  and  this  office  he  now  assumed.  It  was  an  edition  of 
Goldsmith's  works,  commenced  in  1776,  printed  in 
Dublin  the  following  year,  and  republished  by  Evans, 

I  a  London  bookseller,  in  1 790,    Here  we  find  his  cha- 

I  racteristic  love  of  accuracy.  He  first  drew  forth  from 
Dr.  Wilson,  Fellow  of  the  College,  memoranda  of  the 

I  poet  and  his  tutor  (February  24th,  1776),  which 
came  into  my  hands  in  the  search  for  materials  for 
his  biography,  and  are  noticed  elsewhere.* 

In  1776,  the  death  of  his  celebrated  uncle,  Anthony, 
without  issue,  gave  Baronston  his  seat,  and  a  fortune 
to  his  elder  brother.f     For  a  time  this  produced  no 

yren  collected  in  tbe  rolume  already  mentioned.  Msloae,  by  thia  coo- 
feaion,  sppean  to  hare  been  one  of  the  number. 

"  tAfeofGol4ltmM,vo\A.p.B3.    Mumy,  1837. 

t  Th«  will  of  Anthony  Malone,  made  in  July,  1774,  gave  all  bis 

ntstn  in  tbe  coonties  of  WesCnieath,  Rosconunon,  Longford,  Cavan,  anil 

Dublin,  to  hi»  nephew,  Richard  Mnlone.  eldest  non  and  lieir  of  his  late 

brother  Edronncl,  in  the  utmont  confidence  that  they  will  be  willed  and 

L  continue  in  the  male  line  of  Ibe  ftraiily  and  branches  of  it,  "  accordbg  to 


change  in  the  arraDgcments  of  Edmond.  But  having 
now  none  whose  wishes  it  was  necessary  to  consult^ 
or  whose  opinions  carried  control,  he  seems  to  have 
contemplated  withdrawal  from  the  Bar,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  a  more  quiet  and  studious  career. 

The  turmoil  of  contentious  life,  the  power  to  bait 
or  to  endure  daily  baiting  in  the  courts,  was  probably 
not  to  his  taste.  It  was  provoking  to  take  the  side  ho 
was  paid  for,  not  that  which  he  preferred — to  enter 
for  hours  on  a  warfare  of  words  which  should  endea- 
vour to  make  that  right  which  he  could  not  but 
suspect  or  know  to  be  wrong.  He  had  not  yet, 
perhaps,  arrived  at  the  con>iction,  that  those  wero 
mere  tricks  of  trade,  of  being  to  the  ear  what  con- 
juring is  to  the  eye,  efforts  to  make  things  appear 
as  they  are  not ;  and  therefore  adverse  to  the  taste  of 
a  straightforward  man.  The  state  of  his  heart — that 
impressible  and  unsophisticated  organ  as  it  proved 
to  be — no  doubt  had  its  weight;  and  when  theso 
were  balanced  against  London  society,  authors,  letters, 
libraries,  and  repositories  of  every  learned  pursuit  for 
learned  or  studious  men,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  pre- 
ference at  length  given  to  the  English  metropolis. 

Of  his  early  attachment  to  the  literature  of  the 
stage  we  are  left  in  no  doubt.      During  his  visits  to 


priority  of  birth  and  seniority  of  age."  These  estalw,  all  acquired  by  the 
practice  of  law,  have  become  largely  the  prey  of  law.  Kichard  (Lord 
Siindcrliii  afUrward)  did  not  strictly  fulfil  bis  uncle's  injunction.  Upon 
bb  death  in  1S16,  his  siaterg  clnimed  the  eetatcs.  Their  right  becamfl 
contested  ;  and  when  10,000/.  bad  been  spent  in  legal  proceeding^  a  com- 
promise gave  them  3,000i.  a  year  for  life,  upon  surrendering  the  eslatcs. 
>'u^he^litigatio^cnHued,BBguel.^es8ive  deaths  occurred,  between  claimant* 
legitimate  and  illegitimate  i  an-d  the  estates  have  been  at  intervals,  and 
ire  still  (1859),  before  parliament  and  the  courts  of  law. 


I 
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London,  persoDs  who  were  familiar  with  it  formed  his 
favourite  friends.  Among  others  was  George  Steevens, 
the  editor  of  Shakspeare ;  who  found  in  his  young 
Irish  acquaintance,  in  the  same  pursuit,  no  probable 
cause  for  that  rivalry  which  might  be  apprehended 
from  others  of  more  name  and  experience.  He  even 
lent  him  to  cnpy,  while  still  resident  in  Ireland,  his 
own  transcript  of  Langbaine's  Dramatic  Poeix.  These 
volumes,  largely  annotated,  had  belonged  to  Oldys ; 
were  bought  by  Dr.  Birch  at  the  sale  of  his  books 
and  papers;  lent  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  (afterwards 
Bishop)  Percy  to  copy ;  by  him  lent  to  Steevens  for  a 
similar  purpose ;  and  by  the  latter  to  Malone,  whose 
interleaved  copy  with  large  additions,  now  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  forms  another  monument  of  un- 
flagging industry. 

He  writes  his  name  at  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  I777>  with  a  short  notice  of  Langbaine.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  fourth  volume  it  is  added — "  Mem. 
— Finished  this  transcript,  March  30,  1777i"  with  his 
name.  At  a  later  period,  the  handwriting  still  his,  but 
more  unsteady,  it  is  further  noticed — "  I  left  L-eland, 
May  1st,  1777»  and  settled  in  London."  In  another 
place  we  find — "  Since  it  (the  transcript)  was  made  in 
1/77  I  have  made  numerous  additions  to  it — 1787." 

The  date  of  his  advent  to  London,  about  which 
there  had  been  some  doubt,  is  therefore  settled  by 
himself.  His  first  abode  was  No.  ",  Marylebone 
Street,  where  he  continued  till  1779-  Thence  a 
change  took  place  to  55  (often  written  58),  Queen 
Ann  Street,  East,  re-naraod  subsequently  Foley 
Place,    where    he    continued    for    the    remainder    of 
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life  the  pursuit  of  studies  insuring  content  and 
reputation,  and  the  society  of  friends,  many  of  them 
the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  age. 

His  correspondence  with  Lord  Charlemont  com- 
menced about  thia  husy  political  period.  Yet  amid 
great  national  excitement  (in  Ireland)  their  subject! 
were  almost  exclusively  literary.  Politics  gave  waf 
to  books,  war  to  criticism,  heroes  to  writers.  Whila 
volunteer  armies,  American  reverses,  and  threatened 
French  invasions,  had  nearly  withdrawn  the  native 
country  of  these  philosophers  from  her  allegiance  to 
England,  they — one  of  them  soon  afterward  a  con- 
spicuous actor  iu  the  scene — scarcely  permitted  the 
heats  of  the  time  to  be  distinguished  in  their  letters. 
At  length  the  Commoner  found  courage  to  disclosa 
to  the  Peer  that  his  criticisms,  disquisitions,  and 
letters  were  hkely  to  become  books ; — their  subject, 
Shakspeare. 

Little  connected  as  the  subjects  may  seem,  frequent 
explorations  of  black-letter  law — fond  as  he  was  of 
going  to  the  basis  of  all  things — led  him  onward  to  the 
taste  for  its  poetry  and  dramatic  literature.  "The 
love  of  things  ancient,"  says  Bacon,  *'  doth  argue 
staycdncss ;"  and  between  a  staid  lawyer  and  staid 
critic,  both  being  devoted  to  the  balance  of  evidence, 
there  is  perhaps  less  difference  than  at  first  view  may 
appear.  On  previous  visits  to  London,  Johnson  and 
Steevens*  Shakspeare  was  full  in  the  current  of  popular 
favour.  No  subject  was  more  likely  to  attract  a  young 
man  of  literary  predilections ;  while  occasional  per- 
sonal glances  obtained  at  the  master-critic  himself 
tended  to  confirm  his  reverence.    The  topic  was  open 
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to  moderate  as  well  as  to  the  highest  talents ;  and 
distinguished  men  of  at  least  two  previous  ages  had 
attempted  explanations  of  tho  obscurities  of  the  great 
poet,  or  often  mystified  what  they  could  not  success- 
fully explain.  Ample  room  yet  remained  for  trials  of 
skill  by  others.  Every  discussion  added  to  the  fame  of 
the  subject.  But  simple  admiration  was  deemed  in- 
BuflScicnt  without  comment.  Several  therefore  wrote 
upon  him  who  were  little  entitled  to  write  upon  any- 
thing— and  as  the  worm  thrives  upon  the  carcase  of 
tho  author,  critics  sought  their  peculiar  nutriment  or 
distinction  by  fastening  and  fattening  upon  hia  fame. 

Time  has  so  little  diminished  this  passion,  or  rather 
mania,  that  it  has  grown  nearly  to  a  literary  niusance. 
Editors  and  commentators  upon  Sbakspeare  appear  at 
ovOTy  turn  in  all  societies.  In  tho  club-house  we  meet 
three  or  four  of  a  morning ;  in  the  park,  see  them 
meditating  hy  the  Serpentine,  or  under  a  tree  in  Ken- 
lington  Gardens ;  no  dinner  table  is  without  one  or 
two;  in  the  theatre  you  view  them  by  dozens.  Volume 
after  volume  is  poured  out  in  note,  comment,  conjec- 
ture, new  reading,  statement  or  mis-statement,  con- 
tradiction, or  variation  of  all  kinds. 

Reviews,  magazines,  and  newspapers,  repeat  these 
with  so  little  mercy  on  the  reader,  as  to  give  occa- 
sional emendations  of  their  own.  Some  descant  upon 
his  sentiments,  some  upon  his  extravagances,  some 
upon  his  wonderful  creations  or  flights  of  imagination, 
some  upon  his  language  or  phraseology.  Several  sup- 
pose that  he  wrote  more  plays  than  he  acknowledged; 
others,  that  he  fathered  more  than  he  had  written. 
While  the  last  opinions  are  still  more  original  and 
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extraordinary — that  his  name  is  akin  to  a  myth,  and 
that  he  wrote  no  plajs  at  all !  Every  new  aspirant  in 
this  struggle  for  distinction  aims  to  push  his  prede- 
cessor from  his  stool.  Hero-worship  sinks  to  nothing 
compared  with  this  interminable  author-worship.  We 
are  not  permitted  for  a  week  together  to  think  for 
ourselves,  hut  so  crammed  by  successive  volumes  as  to 
have  no  power  of  literary  digestion  left.  And,  however 
worthy  of  all  honour  the  object  may  be,  we  become 
weary  of  such  busy,  yet  useless  or  trifling  adorers, 
and  are  tempted  to  exclaim  in  an  agony  of  impa- 
tience— when  is  this  clatter  of  criticism  to  end  ? 

Men  of  talents  can  often  throw  interest  into  even  a 
hackneyed  subject ;  and  thus  Dr.  Johnson  did  not 
disdain  to  participate  in  the  work  of  inferior  writers. 
But  he  looked  at  the  poet  as  a  great  whole.  He  felt 
his  vastncss  and  saw  his  weaknesses,  but  would  not 
place  him  upon  the  literary  dissecting  table  to  be 
sliced  into  a  thing  of  words,  syllables,  or  phrases, 
for  the  gratification  of  the  carrion  critics  around 
him.  Taking  the  range  of  a  capacious  and  original 
mind,  he  has  said  in  that  preface,  which  will  endure 
as  long  as  the  volumes  it  introduced,  all  that  one 
great  man  can  say  in  honour  of  another  still  greater. 
Inferior  artists  were  left  to  hunt  up  smaller  matters. 
Research,  such  as  the  occasion  required — long,  labo- 
rious, minute,  often  irksome — defied  his  eyes,  his 
patience,  and  his  time  of  life. 

Upon  his  colleague  in  the  edition,  Mr.  George 
Steevens,  devolved  this  portion  of  the  duty.  As  a 
critic,  he  had  several  qualifications— a  scholar,  a 
wit,  of  ready  perceptions,  an  appetite  for  work,  and 
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not  indisposed  to  those  antiquarian  pursuits  required 

by  the  undertaking.      He  did  not,  however,  intend 

kW  nide  a  range  in  research    as  the  r^ubject  of  this 

^Hlemoir   had    in    view  ;    nor    was    he    of  coureo    so 

^■Dccessful.      Neither  did    ho   in    a   private    capacity 

^■priu  the  favourable  opinion  of  contemporaries.     He 

Hpad    the    unhappy    art   of  making  enemies.     He    is 

represented  as  sarcastic,  ill-natured,  jealous,  envious, 

self-sufficient,  and  while  occasionally  prone  to  a  kind 

or  generous  action,  quite  as   ready  to  evince  hitter 

malignity  for  small  or  fancied  offences. 

Malone,  from  the  first,  seems  to  have  felt  that  ex- 
clusive of  what  had  been  done  for  Shakspeare,  there 
were  several  topics  yet  untouched,  or  scarcely  touched, 
open  to  a  devoted  inquirer.  The  chronology  of  his 
plays,  the  stories  on  which  they  were  grounded,  the 
history  of  the  stage  during  his  occupation  of  it,  the 
letry  and  dramas  of  other  writers  of  the  time, 
be  incidents  of  their  lives,  successes,  and  discourage- 
lents — all  tended  to  throw  light  upon  the  principal 
:ure. 

Upon  this  extended  canvas  he  set  to  work  with 

characteristic  zeal.      No   publication  of  the    age  of 

Elizabeth,   her   predecessors    or  snccessors,   in    the 

form    of  poem,    drama,    pamphlet,  or    miscellaneous 

tract,  was  neglected.      Manuscripts,  wherever  found, 

fere  carefully  consulted ;  no  expense  or  application 

Spared  to  exhume  something  tike  truth  and  gub- 

,nce  out  of  the  graveyards  of  time.      Collectors, 

antiquaries,  and  college  men,  whose  lives  had  been 

spent    in    storing   their   shelves   or    their    memories 

■with  knowledge   of  the  past,    were  solicited  to  dis- 


^ven 


burse    such     acquisitioas    as    could    be    turned     to 
account. 

Who,  fond  of  literature,  shall  not  sympathize  with 
such  an  inquirer — his  hopes,  discoveries,  disappoiot- 
ments  ?  How  often  is  lie  befriended  by  chance  !  A 
date,  a  name,  a  fact,  an  allusion,  a  reference,  however 
slight,  even  to  an  unpromising  object,  suddenly  starts 
from  some  obscure  corner  to  gladden  bis  eye  and  heart, 
and  give  assurance  tbat  he  who  works  diligently  shall 
not  work  in  vain.  Even  when  positive  facts  fail,  there 
may  be  ground  for  plausible  conjecture.  A  slender  clue 
may  track  a  labyrinth.  History  is  made  up  of  such 
discoveries,  accidents,  or  combinations ;  biography  ia 
often  so.  Haud  inexpertits  loquor.  Yet  how  often 
is  it  that  some  destroying  agent,  or  rather  barbarian, 
careless  of  the  interest,  or  ignorant  of  the  value  of 
written  memorials  of  the  facts  of  life  or  history,  have 
consigned  them  to  destruction  ! "  And  how  many 
of  those  slighter  details,  occurrences,  projects,  or  in- 
trigues, that  link  small  matters  with  great — how 
many  points  of  manner,  conduct,  temper,  or  pecu- 
liarity that  make  up  the  sum  of  human  character, 
are  thus  lost,  of  which  we  would  gladly  be  informed  [ 
But,  under  every  disadvantage,  the  hard  student, 
like  the  daring  soldier,  must  occasionally  adventure 

•  AlraOBt  at  the  moQieiit  of  penning  this,  I  bad  heard  from  my  late  friend, 
OomniisEioncr  Charles  PbillipR,  that  the  vrbolc,  or  nearly  the  whole,  of  tbs 
papers  of  an  eminent  Irish  peer,  siatcsroan,  nnd  lawyer,  had  been  Eom- 
niiltcd  to  the  flames  soon  after  his  dealh.  Many  iiames,  in  many  nays, 
would,  it  seems,  have  been  couipromised  by  tlieir  preservation.  Surclj, 
in  this  JndiscriDiinate  paper -maancre,  the  curious  and  unoffeDding  oouH 
have  been  sepamted  from  the  obnoxioua!'  t  had  not  long  before  beard  of 
a  rimilar  immolation  of  a  scries  of  letters  of  a  deceased  literary  man,  de- 
scriptive of  London  life,  letters,  and  society,  because  ■  few  were  ot^M- 
tionable  in  portions  of  the  details ! 
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upon  a  forlorn  hope,  and  like  him  not  unfrequently 
be  rewarded  by  success. 
Few  di6Scultie3  were  encountered  by  Malone  in  his 
new  sphere  of  residence  but  what  London  connections 
readily  overcame.  He  was  proud  to  meet  her  cele- 
brities— happy  to  receive  their  civilities — happier  still 
in  not  being  destined  to  mount  to  eminence  through 
the  rugged  paths  of  penury,  tracked  as  hunters  do 
wounded  animals  by  the  pain  and  suEEerlag  commonly 
attendant  upon  friendless  adventurers  in  letters. 

In  commencing  the  subject  of  study,  he  judiciously 
resolved  to  begin  at  the  beginning ;  to  trace  out  in 
the  first  instance  the  chronology  of  the  poet's  plays. 
A  temporary  diffidence,  however,  overcame  him.  He 
imagined  that  something  of  ridicule  or  prejudice 
might  attach  to  one  whose  recent  profession  had  been 

■  so  dissimilar.  Happily  it  occurred  tu  him  to  consult 
Lord  Charlemont,  whose  taste  in  letters  he  found 
Teason  to  respect;  and  his  lordship's  approval  was 
immediately  given.  It  is  the  first  letter  which  I 
have  met  *ith  in  their  correspondence,  and  forms  a 

■  fair  example  of  what  it  continued  for  twenty  years. 
Marino,  AagvMt  ISth,  1T7T. 
Mr  DKiB  Malone. — I  cannot  give  you  a  stronger  proof  of 
my  approbatioii  of  the  subject  wliicb  procured  me  the  plea- 
sure of  your  letter  than  by  thus  sitting  down  to  answer  it, 
tboagh  scarcely  able  to  write  fioin  the  effects  of  a  disagree 
aisle  nervous  complaint  in  my  head  and  eyes.  That  some 
viae  ones  may  smile  at  your  lucubrations,  I  doubt  not ;  but 
I  l*t  them  smile.  There  is  nothing  more  despicable  than  their 
I  censure.  For  surely  that  wisdom  may  be  accounted  folly 
I  which  wotdd  cut  off  one  principaJ  source  of  innocent  amuse- 
I  ment  from  a  state  which  seems  to  stand  in  need  of  every 
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such  assistance  to  render  it  tolerable.  One  of  the  Roman 
emperors  is  said  to  have  offered  a  rewai-d  to  any  one  who 
should  invent  a  new  pleasure;  and  if  to  jileasiire  he  had 
added  the  epithet  injioccvt,  I  should  highly  approve  of 
his  design,  certain  as  I  am  that  such  invention  would  do 
more  real  service  and  much  less  injury  to  mankind  than 
all  the  wise  speculations  of  philosophers  from  Epicnms  to 
Voltaire. 

Tor  my  own  part,  I  will  never  be  laughed  out  of  my 
amusements  till  they  shall  have  proved  hurtful  to  society,  but 
will  boldly  proceed  in  those  pursuits  which,  though  they 
cannot  be  deemed  tJie  fruits  of  literature,  rany  at  least  be 
styled  its  flowers.  Such  is  my  opinion  of  the  more  trifling 
literary  amusements.  But  j'our  undertaking,  my  dear  Ned, 
needs  not  any  such  apology.  The  history  of  man  is  on  all 
hands  allowed  to  bo  tlie  most  important  study  of  the  human 
mind  ;  and  what  is  your  chronological  account  of  the  writings 
of  Shakspeare  other  than  the  history  of  the  progress  of  the 
greatest  genius  that  ever  honoured  and  delighted  human 
nature? 

And  now  to  proceed  in  answer  to  your  queries.  Allured 
by  the  title-page,  I  long  sijicc  read  Green's  play,*  with  the 
view  you  mention,  but  could  not  fin<l  in  it  the  most  distant 
resemblance  to  tlie  fairy  part  of  the  Afidsummer  Nifflit't  Dream. 
The  plan  of  it,  in  brief,  is  this ;  Bohan,  a  Scot,  disgusted 
with  the  world,  has  retired  to  a  tomb  where  he  has  fixed  his 
dwelling ;  and  here  he  is  met  by  Axter  Oberon,  king  of  the 
fairies  who  entertains  him  with  aai  antick,  or  dance  by  his 
subjects.  These  two  personages,  after  some  moral  conversa- 
tion, determine  to  listen  to  a  tragedy  which  is  acted  before 
them,  and  to  which  they  make  a  kind  of  chorus  by  moralizing 
at  the  end  of  each  act — a  circumstance  which  so  early  in  the 
English  (b-ama  may  perhajis  be  curious. 

The  edition  which  I  possess  of  Sir  David  Lindsay's  works, 
though  printed  so  early  aa  1581,  is  not  the  original,  but  is 
said  in  the  title-page  to  be  turned  and  made  per/eel  English 
from  Poems  compiled  in  the  Scottish  tongue.     In  this  collection 

•  Jamti  the  Fowtk,  a  SeeiHth  Story. 
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I  til  ere  is  bul  one  puein  with  the  title  you  mention,  vie.,  7^0 
Tmifedtj  of  David  Beton,  late  Cardinal  and  Arclibiiihop  of 
Saatandrous,  so  written  for  St.  Andicws. 

I  received  by  Dick  Mai'lay'  the  King  John  in  two  [>aria, 
and  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  goodness  to  me.  In 
order  to  render  my  old  edition  of  Spenser  complete,  I  wish  i 
yon  could  procure  the  first  quartos  of  the  following  pieces; —  I 
2*100  Cantos  of  MtiiabUily ;  AmoretU,  or  SonneU;  Prothalamion 
atid  Epitkalarnion ;  J-'our  ll'jmnf ;  Daj>hn<ii(i(i,  fin  Elegy  on 
Douglas  Howard;  BrilaijC"  Ida  (this  not  by  Sitenser,  yet 
bound  with  Ids  works) ;  A  ritw  of  the  Slate  of  Ireland ; 
Some  Letters  between  the  Author  and  Mr.  Harvaj. 

Did  Upton  ever  publish  his  third  volume  of  Spenser's 
M-orks  in  quarto  ?  I  wish  also  that  you  could  procure  for 
nie  the  collection  of  Lord  Essex's  letters. 

You  see  what  it  is  to  encourage  a  troublesome  correspon- 
dent. Bnt  relying  on  your  goodness,  and  on  the  resemblance 
of  onr  pursuits,  I  doubt  not  butthat  you  will  pardon 

Your  very  affectionate  and  obedient  humble  servant, 
Chablemomt. 

Don't  forget  to  send  me  a  copy  of  ijour  "  Shakspeare  "  (for 
such  I  love  to  call  it)  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  published.  Remem- 
ber me  to  all  friends;  and  if  your  fnend  Mr.  Steevens  should 
recollect  a  person  who  had  once  the  pleasure  of  dining  in  his 
company  at  poor  Goldsmith's  eutertainment,t  please  to  present 
my  compliments  to  him.  Has  Pei'cy  published  his  new  edition  ■. 
I  of  Surrey's  poems  ?  Don't  let  Snnuing  Hill  seclude  you  too 
I  much  from  the  world.  Retirement  is  a  good  thing,  but  cer- 
tainly too  large  a  doae  of  it  is  not  suited  to  your  constitution. 
It  is  very  poasiblc  tiint  I  may  be  able  to  see  you  in  spring. 
1  should  like  it  much,  but  it  depends  on  many  circumstances. 
Adieu. 

I  The  allusion  of  his  lordship  to  Stccvcus  arose  from 
the  intimacy  now  prevajling  between  that  gentleman 

bliii.     AftenrardB 
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and  his  correspondent.  Between  the  critics  existed  also 
a  free  interchange  of  letters.  Not  less  than  twenty  with 
dates,  and  nearly  as  many  without,  passed  from  the 
senior  to  the  junior  within  a  short  time,  which  hecame 
scattered  at  the  younger  Boswell's  sale, — their  sub- 
jects, as  may  he  supposed,  Shakspeare  and  Shakspeare- 
men  from  Capell  to  Warton,  criticism,  notes  to  plays, 
and  passing  circumstances  hearing  on  such  themes. 

Steevens  likewise  adverts  at  this  time  (1778)  to  an 
intended  trip  of  Malone  to  Dublin.  In  jest,  as  was 
often  his  habit,  or  with  marvellous  good-nature,  he  re- 
quests in  such  case,  that  "  his  notes  may  remain  behind 
— ne  qiiid  dcfrimentl  capiat  respublica.  St.  George's 
Channel  has  had  its  share  of  literary  spoil.*  Seal  up 
your  criticisms,  however,  for  I  shall  not  venture  to 
examine  them  till  your  return." 

This  journey,  whether  actual  or  only  contemplated, 
arose  from  the  persuasions  of  his  family.  A  hard 
student  in  a  strange  land  seems,  and  often  must  be,  in 
a  state  of  uncomfortable  isolation ;  and  so  his  sisters 
thought.  Whether  he  felt  so  may  be  doubted.  Men 
of  resolution  aiminj;;  at  distinction  in  a  specific  pur- 
suit, will  seldom  be  turned  from  it  by  minor  con- 
siderations; but  sisterly  affection  seeg  such  privations 
in  a  different  light.  They  therefore  pressed  his 
return. 

The  following  to  the  same  effect  from  his  brother,! 

*  Id  oliuaioii  probably  to  the  loas  of  tcnrce  works  of  Mr.  Dcnoii  Daly 
on  the  same  voyage,  collected  hj  Malone. 

t  This  gentleninu  was  bimself  fund  of  the  society  of  London,  and  paid 
it  nn  aonual  vigit.  Ue  becune  member  of  the  Irish  I'arlikme&t  for 
Granard  in  IT6»;  for  county  of  Westmenth  in  1TS2;  Tetunied  al«o  for 
a  borough  in  King's  County;  iii  177*(,  married  riiilippB,  elder  daughter  of 
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r  evinces  the  truest  regard.     He  sketches  for  htm  a 
gcheme  of  life,  which,  as  usual  with  kind  relatives, 
,  had  worldly,  not  literary,  advancement  in  view. 

Dublin,  Nob.  lOth,  1777. 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  Zith  October  tliis  day  seven- 
nigbt,  A  few  boura  after  my  atTtval  in  ton-D;  and  should 
have  been  sorry  your  esjieetatioiw  of  seeiug  ma  auJdenly  in 
London,  as  indeed  you  bad  reiison  to  do,  should  have  pre- 
vented your  writing.  It  is  in  vain  I  think  to  stop  any  more 
lottera  to  me,  for  as  surely  as  I  do,  some  new  matters  occur 
to  retard _  my  journey.  I  had  better  therefore,  I  believe,  eay 
that  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  I  ahall  see  you,  and  then 
probably  I  shall  appear  at  a  moment  when  you  least  expect  it. 

But  jest  apart,  I  now  really  hope  to  embark  in  a  few  days, 
not  that  I  can  yet  name  the  particular  time.  A  Mr.  Cahill, 
whom  you  remember  we  went  with  one  day  laat  spring,  to 
Mr.  Wolfe's,  is  preparing  to  file  a  bill  against  me.  Glasscock 
thinks,  as  indeed  I  do,  that  it  will  be  best,  if  possible,  to 
prevent  the  addition  of  another  law-suit,  and  is  now  reading 
th«  case,  which  has  been  laid  before  him.  When  I  find  in 
what  manner  it  is  proper  for  m«  to  proceed  with  regard  to 
that  affair,  I  shall  quit  this;  and  at  all  evcnta  shall  not  suffer 
that  business  to  detain  nie  here  for  any  considerable  time.  1 
have  attended  the  courts  pretty  constantly  since  I  have  been 
is  town,  but  though  I  despair  to  get  rid  of,  I  hope  at  least 
to  get  out  of  tbem. 

Some  of  your  Mends,  whom  I  have  seen  there,  and  indeed 
at  otb«r  places,  lament  your  having  quitted  the  kingtlom  at 
thia  time,  as  they  think,  and  I  believe  with  reason,  there 
never  was  so  favourable  an  opportunity  for  a  young  man  of 
any  abilities  rising  at  the  bar,  as  at  present.  The  defalcation 
of  the  great  lawyers  that  has  happened  here  of  late,  is  indeed 
astonishing.  Tisdall'a  ileath  baa  in  its  consequences  occn- 
sioned  the  retirement  of  two  men  of  the  mo.^t  eminent  that 
remained,  Hutcheaou   luiJ   RadcUffe,     The  former,  become 

God(dpliia  Rooper.  Esq.,  of  llerkhuapstead ;  in  1 7*45,  raised  to  tbe  Iriali 
J  Lord  ISunderlin.  His  Kst,  Baronalon,  Weatmrntb,  ii  hny- 
■  from  Oubliii, 


Secretary  of  State,  has  bid  adieu  to  the  bar,  aiid  the  latter, 
juBt  appointed  Judge  of  the  Prerogative  Court,  haa  also  (by 
agreement)  <|uitted  the  practice  of  the  Hall ;  so  that  in  the 
space  of  less  than  tlirce  months,  all  the  capital  lawyers  almost 
to  a  mau  arc  gone  ofi'.  Tisdall,  Deuuls,  Kutcbeson,  and 
RadclifFe,  not  to  say  a  word  of  my  uncle,  who  led  the  way  so 
recently  before.  I  am  convinced  that  were  you  to  return 
here  you  could  not  fail  of  the  most  rapid  success  in  tlie 
profession  ;  and  really  wish — could  you  in  any  sort  reconcile 
it  witJi  your  other  schemes  of  liappiness — that  you  would 
once  more  adventui'e  in  a  pursuit,  which  there  is  no  doubt 
would  now  be  attended  witli  the  greatest  advantages  to  your 
fortune,  if  that  is  a  matter  you  consider  as  any  object. 

The  only  thing  I  can  see  wanting  absolutely  to  insure 
success,  would  be  a  seat  in  Parliament,  which  might  easily  be 
obtained,  and  should  be  immediately  done  by  me,  if  you 
choose  it,  with  the  greatest  jileasure.  One  obstacle,  1  know, 
would  occur  to  you  in  such  a  proposal,  which  is  the  difli- 
L'ulties  you  might  unagine  it  would  lay  me  under ;  but  to 
entirely  remove  any  objections  or  scruples  you  might  have 
on  that  head,  you  shall  hereafter,  if  you  please,  repay  me  the 
expenses  attending  it  if  you  meet  with  the  success  that  I 
hope.  If  not,  whatever  the  disappointment  may  be  (of  which 
I  think  there  is  little  probability),  the  loss  I  am  sure  will  be 
to  me  temporary  anil  inconaiderable ;  but  tlie  reflection  of 
having  endeavoured  to  contribute  my  mite  to  a  sclieme  that 
bids  fair  for  promoting  your  prosperity,  will  certainly  afford 
me  a  pleasure  that  I  well  know  will  alteays  continue. 

Perhaps,  among  other  objections  you  mtglit  have,  would  be 
the  awkwardness  in  returmiig  to  a  place,  which  you  seemingly 
bad  relinquished — that,  I  think,  is  no  obstacle,  if  there  were 
no  other  in  the  way.  Upon  a  little  reflection  I  think  it 
would  appear  to  you  as  undeserving  of  attention,  because 
your  coming  into  FarHament  nf  itself  would  be  considered 
by  every  ooe  a  suflicient  motive  for  the  change  of  your  inten- 
tions, if  indeed  in  their  eyes  there  wanted  any;  for  you  arc 
too  well  acquainted  with  tiie  people  of  this  country,  not  to 
know  that  yom-  returning  to  a  place  wliich  they  consider  as 
containing  everything  desirable,  would  not  be  to  them  a  matter 
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of  die  Bmallest  surprise.  Upon  the  whole,  I  moat  ai'dently 
wiah  that  you  would  have  it  iii  your  cuntemplalioii,  and  for 
my  own  part  think  you  might  adopt  tliis  scheme,  without  by 
any  means  bidding  adieu  to  the  other  kingdom,  or  sacrificing 
your  happiness  to  your  interests,  wliich  I  should  be  one  of 
the  lost  persona  to  recommend. 

You  do  not  seem  voiy  fond  of  the  pUasurei  of  London, 
and  probably  will  not  hereafter  pass  much  of  your  time  there. 
Why  should  you  not  then  keep  the  place  in  tlie  country  you 
now  Lave,  and  spend  the  principal  piut  of  the  summer  vaca- 
tions ihei-e;  besides  occasionally  visiting  it,  as  well  as  London 
st  such  other  times  as  may  be  agreeable.  At  all  events  you 
would  have  it  as  a  place  ultimately  to  retire  to,  should  you 
find  a  return  to  this  kingdom  either  not  answer,  or  any  resi- 
dence here  so  irksome  upon  trial,  tliat  you  should  think  the 
sacrifices  made  by  the  exchange  more  than  a  balance  for  the 
greatest  advantages  ttiat  might  arise  from  it.  Bat  I  hope 
very  soon  to  see  you,  when  we  can  talk  more  at  large  upon 
the  subject.  I  only  wish  now  to  recommend  it  to  your  con- 
sideration :  for,  notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  you  will 
believe,  whatever  may  be  my  own  sentiments,  I  only  wish  you 
to  pursue  that  path  of  life  which,  ujwn  due  deliberation,  you 
may  think  most  likely  to  lead  to  your  happiness. 

I  have  so  httle  time  to  go  to  the  House  of  Commons,  that 
I  can  give  you  no  account  of  wLat  is  going  fonvard  there ; 
and  if  I  could,  you  probably  receive  mtelligence  of  it  through 
other  channels,  from  those  who  know  more  of  the  matter 
than  I  do.  Everything  is  certainly  going  on  very  quiet  there, 
and  I  believe  likely  to  continue  so. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  Glasscock  has  been  with  me.  He 
would  fain  keep  me  till  McEvoy's  affair  comes  on,  which  lie 
is  in  hopes  will  be  in  a  few  days.  He  seems  to  have  fears 
that  we  ahall  want  sufficient  proofs  to  disclose  the  uiiquity  of 
this  transaction,  and  wishes  me  if  possible  to  be  present ;  yet 
I  think  if  it  does  not  come  on  by  the  middle  of  next  week, 
nothing  shall  induce  nic  to  stay  here  a  moment  longer;  but  I 
have  expressed  the  same  so  often  before,  that  yon  may  truly 
My,  "  I  hear,  but  can  believe  no  more." 
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CHAPTER  IT. 

17T8— 1T81. 

An  Attempt  to  ucertain  the  Urder  in  which  the  Plajra  of  Sh«k(peare 
were  writua — Iiish  Politic* — Sir,  Denii  Daly — Sir  Joihu*  Eey- 
DoMs  —  Supplemeut  to  the  Edition  of  Shalupeart't  Piayt  by 
Samuel  Johnson  and  George  Steerens — Hogarth's  Widow — Lord 
Cbarlemoiit— Rowley's  Poems — Jephson's  Count  of  Narbonne — 
Epilogue. 

Against  three  such  lures — a  seat  in  Farliament,  no 
rivals  of  uote  in  the  courts,  and  residence  in  bis 
native  country — all  irresistible  to  an  ambitious  man 
— his  philosophic  spirit  was  proof.  Fame  might  be 
otherwise  secured.  Wealth  and  honours  were  not 
worth  the  slavery  endured  in  the  pursuit.  Certain 
feminine  temptations  might  be  avoided.  And  the 
cultivation  of  sober,  sedentary  letters  became  there- 
fore his  deliberate  choice. 

In  January  1778,  came  out  A7t  Attempt  to  ascer^ 
tain  the  Order  in  which  the  Plays  of  Shakspears 
tcere  written.  A  few  of  his  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject were  subsequently  modified;  but  the  main  were 
republished  in  the  prolegomena  to  his  edition  of  the 
poet  ia  1790>  He  had.  the  satisfaction  likewise  of 
securing  the  assent  of  such  a  fastidious  judge  as 
Steevens,  who  thus  writes  in  his  second  edition : — 
"  By  the  aid  of  the  registers  at  Stationers'  Hall,  and 
such  internal  evidences  as  the  pieces  themselves 
supply,  he  (Malone)  hath  so  happily  accomplished  his 
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undertaking,  that  he  only  leaves  me  the  power  to 
thank  him  for  an  arrangement  which  I  profess  ray 
inability  either  to  dispute  or  to  improve." 

Uninfluenced  by  this  successful  opening  into  lite- 
rary hfe,  intimate  friends  in  Ireland  could  see  little 
advantage  in  his  selection.  They  thought  well  of  his 
talents,  and  wished  for  their  exertion  in  a  more  stir- 
ring sphere.  Politics  formed  the  great  game  of  all 
the  Irish  gentry ;  and  he  who  declined  to  play  it  was 
thought  to  have  spent  his  life  to  little  purpose,  or 
wanted  spirit  for  the  pursuit.  As  his  brother  had 
failed  to  move  hia  resolution,  others  now  tried  their 
powers  of  persuasion.  Among  these  were  John  Fitz- 
gibbon,  afterwards  distinguished  as  Earl  of  Clai-e ; 
3  or  two  of  the  Fitzgeralds ;  and  Mr.  Denis  Daly. 
All  wished  for  his  influence,  or  expected  much  from 

I  the  soundness  of  his  advice   in  a  crisis  they  saw  at 

I  hand. 

The  state  of  Ireland  at  this  time  had  assumed  a  new 

'  and  threatening  aspect.  As  national  misfortune  will 
ever  engender  discontent,  the  disasters  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  led  Irish  politicians  to  look  narrowly  into 
the  condition  of  their  country,  in  order  as  well  to  with- 

I  stand  a  foreign  enemy,  as  to  place  the  ties  that  bound 
them  to  England  in  an  improved  condition.  Her 
great  and  undoubted  grievances  were — restraint  upon 
her  originating  laws  for  her  own  guidance,  dependence 
of  her  Parliament  upon  the  Ministry  and  Parliament 
of  the  sister  state,  and  the  imposition  of  very  sclflsh 
and  ungenerous  restrictions  upon  her  commerce  by 
that  state.  England,  above  all  countries  in  the  world, 
woiUd  never  for  a  moment  have  submitted  to  anything 
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of  the  kind  herself;  but  as  the  stronger  party,  she 
thought  fit  to  inflict  thena  upon  a  weaker  for  three- 
fourths  of  a  century.  The  law  of  the  strongest,  how- 
ever, is  one  not  fated  to  last.  Neither  has  a  single 
opinion  been  advanced  since  in  support  of  the  justice 
or  policy  of  a  system  long  retained  and  unwillingly 
surrendered.  Ireland,  therefore,  seized  upon  the 
moment  to  extricate  herself  from  a  thraldom  at  once 
tyrannical  and  insulting. 

To  do  this,  however,  cost  no  ordinary  effort.  There 
was  England  to  alarm  or  to  convince  of  her  error; 
Ireland  to  arouse  to  the  point  of  resistance  without 
risking  absolute  separation ;  a  force  to  organize  in 
order  to  give  weight  to  her  remonstrances ;  a  spirit 
of  true  patriotism  to  instil  into  her  crooked-minded 
or  wavering  statesmen  ;  and  the  whole  influence  of 
government  in  Ireland  and  England  to  overcome. 

One  of  the  leading  men  in  accomplishing  these 
patriotic  objects  was  the  writer  of  the  following  letter, 
Mr.  Denis  Daly.  Educated  at  Christehurch,  Oxford, 
returned  member  for  the  county  of  Galway  at  twenty- 
one,  he  is  represented  by  Sir  Jonah  Harrington  as 
"  a  man  of  great  abilities,  large  fortune,  exquisite 
eloquence,  and  high  character."  Hardy,  in  his  Life 
of  Lord  Charlemanti  gives  the  highest  praise  to  his 
oratory  ;  and  of  one  of  his  great  efforts  on  the  embargo 
question  says :  "  It  was  the  most  perfect  model  of 
parliamentary  speaking  that,  in  my  opinion,  could 
be  exhibited."  Lord  Charlemont  himself  writes  to 
Malone,  January  11th,  1779,  shortly  after  its  deli- 
very :  "  Your  friend  Daly  has  lately  outdone  himself; 
I  never  heard  in  any  house  of  Parliament  a  better 
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rffpeech  than  his  upon  the  embargo."  In  1779f  he 
I  TCtired  with  Grattan  to  the  village  of  Bray,  about 
i  ten  miles  from  Dublin,  to  concert  those  measures 
which,  however  opposed  at  the  moment,  and  carried 
altimafely  with  difficulty,  experience  proved  to  be 
wise  and  effectual.  They  gave  content,  free  trade, 
and  independence  of  her  Parliament  to  one  countrj-, 
without  inflicting  the  slightest  loss  of  any  description 
upon  the  other. 

To  Malone  he  hore  a  stTong  attachment.  They 
were  good  scholars,  fond  of  books,  read  them  atten- 
tively, and  collected  the  best  authors  and  first  editions 
zealously,  of  which  it  appears  he  did  not  always  gain 
possession  after  making  the  purchase.  Lord  Charle- 
mont  tells  Malone,  about  1779:  "You  have,  I  sup- 
pose, been  informed  of  the  evil  destiny  of  Daly's 
I  books.  The  ship  in  which  they  were  embarked 
foundered  off"  Beachy  Head,  and  all  his  first  editions 
are  gone  to  the  bottom." 

In  addition  to  personal  friendship,  their  families 

were  intimate.     Daly's  sister,  a  very  clever  person, 

had  selected  Henrietta  and  Catherine  Malone  as  her 

chosen  friends;  ami  through  this  cliannel,  no  doubt, 

[  the  persuasions  of  her  brother  to  his  friend  to  return 

to  the  land  of  his  property  and  family  became  stronger. 

The  mention  of  unhappiness  alludes  to  his  love  affair. 

I  We  have  a  glance,  likewise,  at  some  Irish  statesmen  ; 

I  but  the  scene  described  at    the    conclusion  we  may 

I  consider  rather  as  a  sally  of  Irish  vivacity  than  grave 

I  matter  of  fact. 

I  Dublin,  February  22B(i  I77a. 

I      My  DBAS  Ned. — I  wrote  to  yon  iibout  a  month  ago  to  beg 
I  i>&rdon  for  my  want  of  pnnctuality,  and  to  plead  guilty  to  as 
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much  idleiieBs  as  you  pleas?  to  lay  to  my  charge.  I  do  not 
attempt  to  make  any  excuse  of  the  business  of  Parliament, 
for  very  little  has  been  done  tliere ;  and  I  have  been  every 
whit  as  indolent  with  respect  to  that  as  to  my  correspondence, 
I  put  off  writing  to  you,  as  I  do  about  everything  else,  &otn 
day  to  day.  Intending  to  send  you  a  very  long  letter,  purtly 
respecting  you,  and  partly  myself.  But  what  I  have  hurd 
Irom  Fitzgerald  lately  has  harried  me  a  little,  and  interested 
me  enough  about  you  to  ma.ke  me  very  impertinent. 

I  do  most  solemnly  assure  you  that  you  have  not  a  friend 
in  the  world  more  nearly  concerned  in  everything  that  can 
happen  to  you  than  myself,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  I 
cannot  hear  of  your  being  unhappy,  without  being  sincerely 
afflicted.  When  a  man  of  good  sense  is  completely  master 
of  a  mattei'  that  concerns  liim — when  nothing  prevents  him 
from  seeing  it  with  all  its  circumstances  In  its  true  light,  it 
Is  the  height  of  absurdity  for  any  other  i)erson  to  pretend  to 
advise  him  on  the  subject.  And  yet  when  I  consider  how 
warmly  all  your  friends  here  wish  to  have  you  amoug  them, 
and  how  very  little  pleasure  or  advantage  you  receive  by 
being  absent,  I  can  hardly  help  entreating  you  to  return,  and 
not  to  sacrifice  us  all  to  so  very  little  pm-pose.  Depend  upon 
It,  however,  yon  may  pass  oTer  a  year  or  two  at  your  present 
time  of  life ;  you  will  find  It  more  comfortable,  as  well  as  more 
reapeclable,  to  pass  the  principal  part  of  it  where  your  pro- 
perty and  all  your  conttectiona  arc,  than  at  a  distance  from  botli. 

If  you  are  angry  at  the  liberty  I  take,  I  shall  soon  be  with 
you  to  make  my  excuses  In  person;  and  I  do  assure  you  a 
verj-  principal  inducement  will  be  to  see  you.  especially  at 
present.  Though  you  have  deserted  all  your  frieuda,  you 
shall  not  be  able  to  accuse  them  of  deserting  you.  Our 
business  hero  will  be  pretty  well  over  at  Easter,  and  I  have 
no  otlier,  at  least  of  a  pleasanter  kind,  to  detidn  me. 

Our  friend  Burgh  has  played  the  most  comical  part  in  the 
world  for  a  minister.  He  has  laboured  hard  to  keep  up 
his  character  with  lioth  parties,  but  he  has  been  very  unsuc- 
cessfid.  He  has  act«l  against  Government  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  but  has  taken  special  core  that  the  questions  should 
be  of  no  irort  of  consequence.     In  everythmg  pf  importance 
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lie   hftg   stock   cluae   U)   AdniiiiistratioU)   sumeljnies    nt    the 

expense  of  his  conaistcncy.     I  do  not  find  that  he  has  con- 

.  viDced  many  pei'sons  of  his  disinterestedness,  and  has  only 

lersuaded  his  present  patrons  that  he  is  a  very  inconvenient 

i&iater.     The  Attorney-General  Beems  to  grow  into  confi- 

tnc^   Yon  can  have  no  idea  what  a  speaker  he  is  at  present, 

land  how  infinitely  he  falls  short  even  of  his  former  miserable 

wpsodies.     Burgh  himself  lias  been  pretty  bad  upon  the 

(whole ;  and  Flood  hardly  ever  opens  his  lips  except  to  convey 

obUqae   censure   npon    the    present   Administration  by 

Drying  the  last.     You  may  guess  how  matters  stand  In  our 

V  when  I  do  assnre  you  Opposition  fairly  ont-talks  the 

As  for  myself,  I  got  drunk  lost  night  with  the 

t,  the  Speaker,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Heron. 

Tlic^  in  a  very  few  weeks  to  trouble  you  (o  take  ludgingfl 

for  me ;  and  am,  my  dear  Ned, 

Ever  yours  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

Dbhis  Dalt. 

1  now  nominee  for  Bushe  in  his  Petition  for  Kilkenny. 
■When  H  i»  over,  I  will  let  you  know, 

Neither   personal    nor   epistolary  persuasions  dis- 

r  placed  the  critic    from    his    stool.     London  he  had 

decided  should  he  his  home,  and  by  that  reaoluttoo 

meant  to  ahide.     Daly  therefore  paid  his  visit,  but 

I  the  voice  of  the  charmer  sounded  in  vain. 
In  the  following  year  he  gives  Malone  the  Irish 
view  of  the    state   of  affairs,   and    of   the    English 
Opposition. 

Dublin,  April  26lh,  1779. 

»I  suppose  you  have  heard  tliat  all  my  Editionea  Principet 
ire  gone  to  edify  the  fishes  off  Beachy  Head."  Pray  let  me 
know  what  I  am  in  Mr. 'a  debt,  that  I  may  remit  to  him, 

and  direct  to  me  at  Dunsandle,t  as  I  mean  to  retire  thither 


n  the  west  of  Ireland. 


T.IPE  OP  EDMOND  UAZ.ONB. 

tlie  moniL-iit.  Henry  Grnttnji  retnnjs,  whom  we  exi>ect  evei-y 
day.  In  Iiis  letters  to  me,  lie  does  not  seem  to  have  acquired' 
a  high  opinion  either  of  the  principles  or  eloquence  of  thfl 
British  Parliament,  especially  of  the  Opposition. 

It  gives  ine  great  satisfaction  to  find  that  our  independent 
companies  (volunteers)  raise  some  serlons  apprehensions  both  in 
the  English  and  Irish  Administrations,  for  I  am  con\'inced  that 
this  country  will  be  indebted  to  their  fears  alone  for  any  favours 
received.  If  I  am  not  ^-ery  much  mistaken,  nur  next  session 
will  be  as  turbulent  as  ever  Charlemont  liimself  could  wish. 
Loril  Buckingham  is,  of  all  men  upon  earth,  the  most  unfi^ 
for  the  present  crisis.  He  and  all  his  coadjutors  ai'e  timid 
to  a  ridiculous  degree ;  and  his  pubb'c  economy,  necessary  aa 
it  is,  has  made  so  many  men  his  enemies  that  I  ha\e  a  sironjf 
suspicion  that  sometliing  in  the  way  of  a  very  strong  address 
will  be  procuretl  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  I  wish  sin* 
cerely  we  may  have  hopes  of  seeing  you  at  the  opening  of  it,. 
Surely  London  will  have  as  groat  charms  in  October. 

Your  brother,  sister,  and  all  your  friends  here,  are  perfectly 
well  except  poor  Charlemont,  who  is  still  terribly  troubled 
by  the  rheumatism.  You  have  heard,  I  suppose,  that  Fita 
(Gibbon)  is  third  Sergeant,  Carleton,  Solicitor  (General),  and 
Heller,  a  Judge  in  Tenison's  place. 

When  you  write,  let  me  know  something  of  your  literary 
jiursuits.  Consider  that  I  am  just  going  to  be  shut  up  for 
six  months  without  any  eniploj-ment  but  comjiosing  pane- 
gyrics for  tlie  House  of  Commons ;  that  I  still  feast  upon 
every  article  of  intelligence  j-ou  send  me ;  but,  whether  idlei 
or  occupied,  always,  my  dear  Ned, 

Yours  most  faithfully  and  aftectionateiy, 

Denis  Daly. 

Absence  from  Irish  friends  naturally  induced  the 
wish  to  replace  them  by  others  within  easy  reach  of 
association.  His  connections,  pleasing  manners,  and 
social  qualities,  found  free  access  to  such  as  could 
estimate  classical  knowledge,  added  to  considerable 
attainments  in  Italian,  French,  and  general  literature. 
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I  To  Johnson,  Steevens,  and  many  others  of  note,  he 
loon  added  Tyrwhitt,  Dr.  Lort,  the  two  Wartons, 
Isaac  Reed,  Dr.  Farmer,  Dr.  Francklin  (of  Cam- 
bridge), Burney,  and  several  more. 

I  At  what  period  he  first  knew  Burke  does  not 
appear,  though  doubtless  before  settling  in  London, 
through  the  introduction  of  mutual  Irish  acquaint- 
ance. The  date  assigned  in  his  private  memoranda 
Ito  intercourse  «ith  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  is  1 7/8  ;  in 
Sprinted  statement,  1777-  But  there  is  little  doubt 
that  he  knew  him,  though  not  intimately,  at  a  still 
earlier  period.  In  the  President's  memoranda,  as 
Mr.  Cotton  obligingly  informs  me,  Mr.  Malone  paid 
the  first   instalment  for  his  portrait   (36/.  I3s.)  in 

BMay  1774 ;  the  second,  a  similar  sura,  in  July  1778- 
3^e  same  memorial  states  that  an  equal  sum  re- 
mained then  due  for  the  portrait  of  Chancellor 
Malone  (Anthony);  so  that  the  former  appears  to 
have  been  Edmond  or  his  elder  brother. 

The  intimacy  with  Sir  Joshua  became,  after  some 

time,  cordial  attachment.    Each  exercised  that  gentle- 

man-like  hospitality  which  gives  to  London  life  one 

of  its  powerful  attractions.     They  often  met  at  the 

houses  of  mutual  friends,  and  sometimes  took  short 

country  excursions    together.       Both    were   men   of 

^^  sterling  worth,  of  social  habits,  good-natured,  well- 

^Knfonned,  attached  to  literature  and  literary  men  as 

^HDurcea  of  rational  enjo)menf,  and  esteemed  by  all 

who  had  admission  to  their  society.     Both  were,  as 

Malone  has  minutely  recorded,  of  similar  stature  and 

veight,  and  although  of  considerable  dificreuce  in  age, 

tnch  fond  of  testing  his  physical  vigour  as  a  pedestrian. 
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At  a  later  period,  the  painter  occasionally  sought 
Malone's  opinion  on  minor  points  connected  with  the 
composition  of  his  dist^ourscs ;  and  he  did  the  same 
probably  with  Johnson  and  Burke.  Hence  a  most 
ungenerous  rumour  found  circulation,  that  he  was 
indebted  for  much  of  their  matter  as  well  as  manner 
to  the  Irish  orator — an  opinion  which  I  have  com- 
bated at  some  length  in  another  place.* 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  unjust,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances falling  short  of  positive  proof,  than  to 
surmise  away  the  honest  reputation  of  any  man  of 
undoubted  talents,  such  as  Reynolds,  because  he  asso- 
ciates with  another  of  still  higher  genius  and  attain- 
ments. That  men  improve  in  mind  by  communication 
with  greater  rainde,  is  the  common  attribute  of  our 
nature.  We  should  be  wanting  in  capacity,  in  obser- 
vation, in  common  intelhgence  if  it  were  not  bo. 
But  it  does  not  thence  follow  that  the  lesser  in- 
tellect owes  all  its  acquisitions  to  the  greater.  I 
find  the  following  short  note  in  Malone's  correspon- 
dence, in  proof  that  the  President  did  not  always 
ask  even  Burke  for  those  smaller  critical  offices 
which  friends  are  free  to  exact  from  and  render  to 
each  other : — 

Deeanbtr  ISth,  1786. 
My  dear  Sii', — I  wish  you  couM  just  run  your  eye  over 
my  discourse,  if  you  are  Jiot  too  much  busied  in  what  you 
have  made  your  own  employment.  I  could  wish  that  yott 
would  do  more  tlian  meroly  look  at  it;  that  you  would 
examine  it  with  a  critical  eye,  in  regard  to  gruimiaticd  cor* 
ncOxaa,  the  propriety  of  expression,  and  the  truth  of  the 
observations.     Yours,  &&>  J.  Retkolds. 

"  Life  ofBKTke,  p.  aSO,  5th  edition, 


I 
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Bcsuming  the  lino  of  inquiry  commenced  in  his  first 
work,  the  labours  of  Johnson  and  Steevens  at  this 
time  came  under  review.  Those  gentlemen  had  not 
in  their  edition  of  Shakspcare  introduced  either  his 
poctrj'  or  doubtful  plays.  This  omission  Malone  pro-  1 
posed  to  supply.  Of  the  former  ho  says,  though  "  near 
a  centurj'  and  half  have  elapsed  since  the  death  of 
Shakspeare,  it  is  somewhat  extraordinary  that  none  of 
his  various  editors  should  have  attempted  to  separate 
his  genuine  poetical  compositions  from  the  spurious 
performances  with  which  they  have  been  so  long  Inter- 
mixed, or  taken  the  trouble  to  compare  them  with  the 
earlier  editions." 

Two  years  were  occupied  in  the  laborious  re- 
searches necessary  for  this  work.  Lord  Cliarlemont, 
deep  in  the  love  of  old  poetry  and  plays,  encouraged 
the  design,  clapped  him  on  the  back  as  ho  proceeded, 
aod  in  regard  to  one  of  his  own  corrections  in  a  dis- 
puted play,  pays  a  handsome  compliment  to  his  friend. 
— "Exclusive  of  the  quartos  of  Shakspeare,  I  am 
extremely  glad  you  are  getting  on  with  your  supple- 
mentar)'  volumes.  It  was  you  know,  always  my 
opinion  that  the  imputed  plays  ought  to  make  a  part 
of  every  complete  edition ;  and  the  poems  are  abso- 
lutely necessarj-.  With  regard  to  my  correction  in 
Pericles,  you  may  make  what  use  vou  please  of  it, 
though  if  you  do  not  choose  absolutely  to  father  it,  I 
would  rather  f^o  down  to  posterity  by  the  appellation 
of  a  friend  of  yours,  than  by  the  far  less  honourable 
one  of  my  own  name." 

In  1780,  appeared  in  two  volumes,  each  of  more 
than  seven  hundred  pages,  "  Supplement  to  tfie Edition 
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of  Sliakspenre's  Plai/s  hy  Samuel  Johnson  and 
George  Steevens" 

Half  the  first  volume  is  occupied  bv  what  he  terms 
"  Supplemental  Observations"  on  the  plays,  actors, 
and  theatres  of  the  time,  with  a  variety  of  notes 
which  became  afterwards  in  part  embodied  in  a  his- 
tory of  the  stage ;  and  a  reprint  of  the  scarce  old 
poem  RoTiieus  and  Juliet,  taken  from  the  Italian  by 
Arthur  Brooke.  The  other  half  contains  Venus  and 
Adofiis,  Rape  of  Lmrece,  SannetSy  The  Passionate 
Pilgrim,  A  Lover's  Complaint,  with  notes  throwing 
such  lights  upon  each  as  he  possessed. 

The  second  volume  gives  us  seven  doubtful  plays — 
Pericles,  Locrine,  Sir  John  Oldvastle,  Lord  Crom- 
well, London  Prodigal,  Puritans,  Yorkshire  Tragedy. 
Of  these,  several  he  pronounced  to  be  undoubtedly 
epurious.  Pencles  at  first  was  judged  to  be  of  the 
same  class.  Further  consideration  induced  the  belief 
that,  if  not  wholly,  it  was  in  part,  a  genuine  though 
early  production,  for  which  his  reasons  are  assigned; 
and  subsequent  editors  have  agreed  that  he  had  at 
least  a  share  in  its  composition. 

This  change  of  opinion,  before  being  printed,  he 
communicated,  like  most  other  of  his  impressions 
on  such  subjects,  to  Steevens.  The  latter,  in  return, 
detailed  his  reasons  for  a  contrary  belief.  Malone 
prints  both  in  the  most  amicable  spirit,  using  an 
apologetical  tone  for  differing  from  his  friend ;  but  to 
differ  with  him  was  not  the  way  to  his  favour.  Their 
iutercoursc  hitherto  had  been  friendly  and  frequent. 
The  younger  editor  poured  out  freely  his  thoughts, 
discoveries,  and  accunoulations  to  the  elder,  who  in 
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petum  confessed  himself  pleased  and  instructed.  As 
Kpressive  of  his  obligation,  he  even  went  so  far  as  to 
Buote  from  the  subject  of  their  mutual  admiration  : — 

"  Only  I  have  left  to  say, 
More  is  thy  due  than  more  tlian  all  can  pay." 

this  spirit  did  not  continue.     A  few  more  dif- 

srences  of  opinion,  and  eventually  the  design  by 

Malonc  of  printing  an  edition  of  his  own,  threw  him 

lito  disfavour  with  one  whose  rivalries  and  resent- 

nents  v?ere  easily  roused  and  difficult  to  allay. 

Among   others    occasionally    consulted    on    points 

'•where  critics  may  fairly  differ,  or  who  may  possess 

more  ancient  treasures  for  the  elucidation  of  truth 

than  their  neighbours,  was  of  course  Lord  Charle- 

Bteont.     He  writes  in  reply,  May  1779,  and  appears 

^■o  arrive  at  Malone's  ultimate  decision  : — 

I 


par 


I     luta 


I  am  not  possessed  of  any  ancient  copy  of  tlie  Venta  and 
.donU.  If  I  were,  you  cortainly  should  have  the  use  of  it. 
In  consequence  of  your  last  letter  but  ono  I  read  over 
Pericles,  and  ani  strongly  of  opinion  that  by  far  the  greater 
Itart  of  it  is  the  gciuntie  work  v!  Shnkspeare.  1  cannot, 
',  join  with  you  in  tliinking  thitt  it  is  itU  of  his  compo- 
Btion,  as  there  are  somo  parts  so  very  absurd,  that  1  think 
hardly  possible  he  should  have  been  cajiable  of*  writing 
them.  As  It  was  the  fashion  of  the  time  for  poets  to  club 
their  wits,  I  should  rather  suppose  tliat  some  fooHsli  poetaster 
hod  been  concerned  in  it,  and  that  the  whole  had  passed  for 
le  production  of  Sliakspearc,  as  the  principal  author  and  the 
ist  popular  name.  The  quarto  copy  is  so  very  incorrect 
iBt  you  will,  I  fear,  find  the  publication  attended  with  some 
difficulty.  There  are  niaoy  piissages  which  appear  to  me 
scarcely  intoliigible.  I  have  made  some  guesses  at  the  sense  ■ 
or  two,  but  they  are  so  little  satisfactory  as  not  to  be 
communicating  to  you.    One,  however,  I  will  mention. 
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though  probably  the  same  gaees  may  have  uocurred  to  jou. 
Diana'B  speech  toward  the  end  of  the  play  I  would  read 

thus 

Haa  Johnson  received  au  Irish-English  curiosity  wliicli  1 
sent  him  by  Lord  Carysfort  ?  It  is  a  pity  you  could  not  pro- 
cure the  two  plays  of  Massingerto  make  the  volume  complete. 

During  the  following  year,  their  literarj'  inter- 
course continued  pretty  active.  lu  the  genuine 
spirit  of  a  collector,  what  his  lordship  sought  were 
rare  things  and  of  repute,  and  therefore  to  such 
inquirers  valuable.  Old  poetry,  plays,  histories,  pam- 
phlets, first  editions,  quartos  and  octavos,  as  it  might 
be,  odd  volumes  to  make  up  sets,  deficient  leaves  to 
be  made  up  by  manuscript  copies,  Italian  and  French 
standard  works  of  the  same  description  of  the  older 
RTiters,  formed  his  usual  commissions.  Numberless 
apologies  are  made  for  the  trouble  thus  imposed.  "  If 
your  friendly  feelings  were  not  sufficiently  strong  to 
get  the  better  of  every  latent  principle  of  indolence, 
you  would,  I  am  sure,  shudder  at  the  sight  of  my 
name  signed  to  a  letter — as  from  long  experience  you 
may  safely  conclude  that  some  fresh  trouble  is  at 
hand."  On  another  occasion :  "  You  see  how  impu- 
dent I  am.  In  the  beginning  of  my  letter  I  ask  your 
pardon,  and  peremptorily  demand  your  trouble  in  the 
conclusion.  But  I  know  you  well  enough  to  be  sure 
that  you  will  forgive  this  and  a  good  deal  more  to 
your  ever  affijctionatc  Charlemont." 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  his  lordship  derived 
most  pleasure  from  receiving  these  acquisitions,  or 
Malono  in  making  them. 

Sometimes  kinder  offices  were  sought  by  either,  an 
instance  of  which  affected  the  interests  of  the  widow  of 


I 


I 
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one  to  whom  tlie  Peer  had  been  a  considerate  patron. 
ITiis  was  Hogarth — a  name  scarcely  less  popular — 
shall  we  say  national? — in  its  way  than  that  of  the 
great  poet,  the  ohject  of  their  mutual  adoration. 
One  was  indeed  rather  an  ancient,  the  other  a  con- 
temporary ;  and  therefore  perhaps  not  yet  arrived  at 
his  full  measure  of  fame.  Both  were  eminently  men 
of  the  people;  both  exercised  their  respective  talents 
upon  society  at  large — not  upon  classes  or  sections, 
but  upon  the  masses,  in  the  hope  of  shaming  and 
correcting  vices  and  improprieties.  Both  poBsesaed 
the  clearest  views  of  human  nature  in  its  various 
aspects.  They  could  unveil  without  reserve  the 
pecnliaritics  of  life — its  characters,  follies,  offences, 
motives — and  depict  its  actions  each  in  his  own 
way,  with  a  power  acknowledged  by  their  country- 
men to  be  almost  exclusively  their  own.  The  pencil 
of  the  one  was  nearly  as  expressive  and  intelligible 
ae  the  pen  of  the  other — sometimes  indeed  more  sar- 
castic—and each  remains  in  his  way  unapproached 
and  perhaps  unapproachable. 

A  wish  had  been  expressed  in  London  for  an  exten- 
aioQ  of  the  better  class  of  prints  of  the  artist,  with 
luch  additions  ae  the  possessors  of  original  pictures 
mightchoose  to  supply.  Lord  Charlemont  was  known 
to  possess  a  few  of  these.  Malone  was  in  conse- 
quence requested  to  sound  him.  The  reply  forms 
another  specimen  of  the  various  topics  on  which  they 
loved  to  dilate : — 

DaMut,Jmt2m,  17S1. 
Thank  you  for  your  letter,  thank  you  for  your  purchases, 
ud  thank  you  over  and  over  a^;ain  far  your  kind  and  con- 
stant rcmcmbriuicc.     But  the  King  of  Pruasia,  when  he  beat 


the  French  and  travelled  post  a  thousand  miles  in  order  to 
beat  the  Rusaians,  was  not  more  hurried  than  I  am."  My 
letter  must,  therefore,  be  very  short,  and  I  proceed  at  once 
to  business. 

Surrey's  Sonnets  was  the  book  of  all  others  that  I  most 
desired.  I  ant  also  extremely  glad  that  you  have  got  the 
I  Gascoyne,  and  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  means  you 
!  are  pursuing  to  perfect  it,  which  I  beg  you  would  do,  if 
possible,  in  print  But  if  any  imperfection  should  still 
remain,  I  request  that  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  get  it 
supplied  in  handwriting.  And  tliis  I  would  entreat  you  to  do 
with  any  imperfect  book  you  may  hereafter  purchase  for  nie. 
Do  you  not  mistake  when  you  say  that  the  two  plays  which 
you  had  omitted  to  bind  with  my  two  volumes  of  B(eaumont) 
and  Fletdier'a,  would  make  my  quartos  complete?  I  have  rn 
all  but  sixteen  plays,  exclusive  of  the  two  you  mention.  Were 
there  then  no  more  than  eighteen  published  in  quarto?  How- 
ever, should  you  happen  to  have  made  a  mistake,  the  two 
unbound  plays  will  make  a  beginning  for  a  third  volume. 

Ehnsleyt  is,  I  am  sure,  mistaken  with  regard  to  the 
Natural  Hietory  of  Butfou.  His  birds  were  certainly  printed 
on  a  very  large  paper  and  coloured.  It  was  the  price  of  these 
I  was  desirous  of  knowing,  as  well  as  the  relative  cost  of  the 
luicoloured  and  small  paper. 

That  men  of  taste  should  wish  for  good  impressioas  of 
Hogartii's  prints  is  not  at  all  surprising,  as  I  look  upon  liim 
to  have  Iieen,  in  bis  way,  and  that  too  an  original  way,  one  of 
the  first  of  geniuses.  Neither  am  I  much  aurprised  at  the  rage 
you  mention,  as  I  am,  by  experience,  well  iicquauiteil  with 
tlie  collector's  madness.  Excepting  only  the  scarce  portrait, 
my  collection  goes  no  farther  than  those  which  Mrs.  Hogarth 
has  advertised,  and  even  of  them  a  few  are  wanting,  which  I 
wish  you  would  procure  for  me,  viz.,  TSe  Cock-match,  The 
Fioe  Orders  of  Periwigs,  The  Medley,  The  Times,  Wilkes,  and 
Tiie  Bruiser,  As  my  impressions  are  remarkably  good,  having 
been  selected  for  me  by  Hogartli  himself,  I  should  wish  to 

■  At  this  period  the  Voluntecra  of  Ireland  were  ia  full  aclii-ity ;  and 
his  duties.  BB  their  general,  not  a  little  arduous, 
f  A  well-known  boolcKller. 
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»ve  those  the  lieat  that  caii  be  had  j  aii»!  if  Mr.  Steevcns, 
I  "who  promised  me  his  assistance,  should  happen  to  meet  with 
I  any  of  tliose  prints  of  which  I  am  not  possessed — I  mean 
^5uch  compositions  as  do  honour  to  the  autlior,  aa,  for  instance, 
1  The  Satire  (m  Me  MethodUts,  The  Masquerade,  &c. — I  should 
I  be  much  obliged  to  liim  to  purchase  them  for  me.  To  that 
I  gentleman  I  beg  my  best  compliments.  Should  he  purchase 
I  anything,  you  will  be  so  good  aa  to  account  with  him. 

I  have  no  objection  to  suffering  The  Lady's  Last  Stake  to  be 

[  engraved,  but  on  the  contrary,  should  bo  happy  to  do  any- 

I  tiling  which  might  contribute  to  iwld  to  the  reputation  of  my 

I  decQiised  friend.     But  then  it  must  be  performed  in  such  a 

manner  as  to  do  him  honour ;  for  otlicrwise  I  should  by  no 

I  means  consent.     One  gi-eat  difficulty  would  be  to  procure  a 

I  person  equal  to  the  making  a  drawing  from  it,  as  the  subject 

I  ie  a  very  difficult  one.     HogartJi   had  it  for  a  year,  with  an 

F'lnlentJon  to  engrave  it,  and  even  went  so  far  aa  almost  to 

finish  the  plate  which,  aa  he  told  me  himself,  he  broke  into 

pieces,  upon  finding  that,  after  many  trials,  he  could  not  bring 

tho  woman's  head  to  answer  his  idea,  or  to  i-esemble  the 

I  picture. 

Here  this  subject  dropped  for  a  time,  but  was 
resumed  in  July,  \7^7,  when  his  lordship  writes  to 
Malone  for  the  luformation  of  the  widow : — 


I  liave  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hogarth, 
ineating  that  if  T  should  permit  any  one  to  make  an  engrav- 
The  Ladi/g  Last  Stake,''  I  would  give  the  preference 
ijf  gentleman  who  lodged  tn  her  houne,  at  by  such  pre- 
ahe  should  be  greatly  lenefiud.  Of  this  application  I 
connder  it  nccessarj-  to  immediately  inform  you,  as  the  affec- 
^aa  I  bore  towards  her  deceased  husband,  my  high  regard  for 
his  memory,  and,  hideed,  common  justice,  will  most  certainly 
prevent  me  from  preferring  any  one  else  whatsoever  to  her  in 
a  matter  of  tliis  nature.  At  the  same  time  I  must  odd,  that 
whoever  shall  make  a  drawing  from  my  picture  must  do  it  in 
Dublin,  as  I  cannot  think  uf  sending  it  to  London. 
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Will  you,  my  dear  Mnlone,  be  so  kind  in  your  morning 
walk  as  to  call  upon  this  lady,  and  read  to  her  the  above  para- 
graph, as  such  communication  will  be  the  most  satisfactory 
answer  I  can  give  to  her  letter.  The  same  time,  you  will  be 
so  kind  as  to  mention  the  circumstance  and  my  resolution  to 
the  person  in  whose  belialf  the  postscript  in  your  letter  was 
written.  Perhaps  matters  may  be  settled  amicably  bet\«-een 
him  and  Mrs.  Hogarth,  in  which  case  I  have  no  objection, 
provided  the  execution  be  such  as  not  to  disgrace  the  picture 
or  its  author,  that  the  drawing  be  made  in  Dublin,  and  that 
Mrs.  Hogartli  Ije  perfectly  contented,  and  shall  declare  her 
Bads&ction  by  a  certificate  in  her  own  handwriting.  1  know 
your  goodness  will  pardon  all  this  trouble  from,  &c.  &c. 

Don't  forget  to  worry  Elmsley  about  the  Life  of  Petrarch. 

In  December  (1781 ),  his  lordship  forwards  to  his 
friend  for  publication  in  the  newspapers  a  protest 
originating  with  him  in  the  Irish  House  of  Lorda. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  political  letter  not  necessary 
to  find  place  here,  but  contains  the  passage  already- 
quoted,  which  drew  forth  Malone's  avowal  of  the 
state  of  his  heart  for  so  long  a  period.  In  the  middle 
of  it  we  find  an  outbreak  of  one  of  the  prevailing 
passions : — "  If  you  should  happeu  to  meet  with. 
Fleming's  Bucolics  find  Qeorgics  of  Virgil,  London, 
4to,  1585,  and  Phaer's  Mneid,  first  edition  of  seven 
books  only  (I  have  th«  second),  I  should  be  glad  to 
purchase  them,  as  I  would  bind  them  with  Hervey's 
fourth  book.  I  should  wish  also  to  procure  an  edition 
of  Surreys  translation,  which  as  I  am  told,  contains 
the  first  and  fourth  books.  Mine  has  only  the  fourth, 
and  is,  I  believe,  the  first  edition." 

Familiarity  with  Shakspearc  led  our  critic  onward 
to  a  still  more  remote  a^e,  in  a  tilt  against  the  poems 
of  Rowley.     The  fate  of  their  alleged  discoverer, 
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^H  Cbatterton ;  the  doubts  and  denials  thrown  upon 
^H  their  authenticity ;  their  actual  merits  compared  with 
^H  others  of  their  own  or  a  siihsequeat  age;  and  the 
^H  improbability  of  tlieir  forgery  by  a  mere  youth,  drew 
^F  a  large  share  of  attention.  Cool  inquirers  deemed 
them  not  genuine.  Easy  or  less  suspicious  minds 
arrived  at  an  opposite  conclusion.     Poetical  impos- 

■  turo  was  not  new.  Ossian  had  already  set  the 
watch-dogs  of  criticism  on  tlie  alert,  ready  to  fly  at 
any  intruder  in  such  questionable  shape  as  Kowley. 

Tyrwhitt  had  published  an  edition  of  the  poems  in 
1777,  in  which  and  in  an  appendix,  he  had  arrived 

■  at  an  adverse  conclusion.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
Dean  Milles  (of  Exeter)  and  Jacob  Bryant,  whose 
learning  was  unquestionable,  had  taken  the  field  as 
champions    of   their    authenticitv — the   former  in  a 

I  quarto  edition  of  the  works  ;  the  latter  in  two  octavo 
volumes  of  observations. 
Against  the  latter  gentleman,  Malone,  as  a  tena- 
cious stickler  for  truth,  was  not  slow  in  giving  battle. 
His  remarks,  couched  in  good-humour  and  occasional 
ridicule,  appeared  first  in  the  Oentlemans  Magazine, 
shaped  afterwards  into  a  pamphlet,  Cursor^/  Observa- 
^^    tiojis  on  the  Poems  attributed  to  Thomas  Rowley,  a 
^ft  Spriest  of  the  Fijieenth  Century. 
^V      He  contends  for   their   spurious   origin   on   four 
I         grounds  i    their    versification,    imitations    of    more 
modem  authors,  numerous  anachronisms,  besides  the 
handwriting  of  the  manuscript  and  state  of  the  parch- 
ments.    He  considers  it — and  therefore  implies  some 
personal  qualification  for  the  task  he  had  undertaken 
L-^^"afixed  principle  that  the  authenticity  or  spurious- 
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ness  of  the  poems  attributed  to  Rowley  cannot  be 
decided  by  any  person,  without  a  moderate  at  least,  if 
not  critical  knowledge  of  the  compositions  of  most  of 
our  poets,  from  the  time  of  Chaucer  to  that  of  Pope." 

Thomas  Warton,  who  followed  him  in  a  pamphlet 
in  support  of  his  original  views,  calls  this  "  a  sensible 
and  conclusive  performance."  Tyrwhitt,  also,  in  a 
"Vindication"  of  abo\e  two  hundred  pages,  reite- 
rates his  disbelief,  and  refers  with  commendation  to 
Malone's  quotations  of  the  opening  lines  of  several  old 
poems  of  that  and  subsequent  dates,  as  certain  evi- 
dence that  the  supposed  Rowley  had  not  caught  either 
the  language,  versification,  or  manners  of  the  time. 

Volunteers  rushed  to  the  fight  on  either  side. 
Bumaby  Green,  Dampicr,  Hickford,  Rev.  J.  Fell, 
and  others,  in  support  of  Milles  and  Bryant.  On 
the  other,  we  have  Warton,  Tyrwhitt,  Steevens, 
Malone,  Pinkerton,  Chalmers,  Scott,  Southey,  Croft, 
Jameson,  and  many  more.  Conviction  could  be 
scarcely  doubtful  where  facts  stood  upon  one  side, 
and  ingenious  conjectures,  added  to  a  large  store  of 
belief,  on  the  other.  Even  within  a  few  months  past 
the  question  has  been  revived ;  but  life  has  not  been 
breathed  into  it  sufficient  for  critical  resuscitation. 

He  wished  the  subject,  however,  as  an  interesting 
literary  question,  not  to  be  forgotten.  Everything 
written  on  it — tracts,  reviews,  magazines,  and  news- 
p  apers — was  therefore  collected,  as  his  habit  waB 
on  several  other  occasions,  and  bound  together  in 
volumes  for  reference.  Those,  said  to  he  complete 
on  the  subject,  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  collector 
at  the  sale  of  his  books  in  1818. 
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From  this  contest  of  criticism  he  was  summoned 
to  render  aid  to  a  tragedy  by  an  old  friend.  This 
was  the  Count  of  Nurbonnt',  brought  out  at  Covent 
Garden  in  November  1781. 

Robert  Jephson,  author  of  this  and  two  previous 
tragedies,  was  son  of  a  beneficed  clergyman  in  Ire- 
land, a  friend  of  the  Malone  family  and  schoolfellow 
of  the  sons.  Quitting  Trinity  College  without  a 
degree,  he  obtained  a  commission  in  the  army ;  served 
at  BcUeislc ;  retired  from  his  regiment  unable  to  face 
the  climate  of  the  West  Indies ;  found  some  friends 
in  Dublin ;  whence  he  soon  sought  London  as  the 
general  mart  for  disposable  talents.  An  attachment 
to  the  drama  introduced  him  to  Garrick ;  and  this 
led  to  acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Gibber.  Thence  pro- 
bably arose  some  hankerings  after  dramatic  fame  in 
the  form  of  authorship;  at  least  he  had  the  address  to 
persuade  the  former  at  one  time  with  the  promise  of  a 
play,  to  lend  him  500/. ;  supposed  to  be  then  no  ordi- 
nary feat  of  generalship  with  the  economical  manager. 

One  of  his  London  friends  was  the  well-known 
eingle-speech  Hamilton,  at  whose  villa  at  Hampton  he 
spent  much  time,  and  who  in  fact  made  over  to  him 
a  pension  on  the  Irish  establishment  which  had  been 
given  to  Edmund  Burke,  and  was  soon  extorted  from 
that  gentleman  under  the  plea  that  he  had  with- 
drawn his  services  from  Hamilton.*  His  employ- 
ment here  was  that  of  an  amusing  literary  friend. 
He  had  several  qualifications  for  social  enjoyment : 
one  particularly  in  being  an  admirable  mimic;    so 

ibeequent  piigi;  of  this 
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that  in  future  life,  any  person  who  had  once  hoard 
a  debate  in  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  had  no 
occasion  to  ask  the  names  of  the  parties  imitated. 

Well  received  in  the  upper  circles  of  London,  he 
found  an  introduction  to  Charles  Townshend,  then 
a  member  of  the  Ministrj',  One  of  the  occasions 
proved  to  be  a  convi\ial  entertainment  protracted  till 
the  dawn  of  morning.  The  chief  provocative  to  this 
excess  was  an  amusing  display  of  the  talents  of 
Jephson.  He  exhibited  with  remarkable  fidelity  and 
humour  representations  of  persons  with  whom  the 
parties  present  were  familiar— the  Duke  of  New- 
castle, Lord  North,  Lord  Northington,  Alderman 
Beckford,  Glover  (author  of  Leontdas),  and  others 
of  note.  So  well  was  this  done  that  Charles  Towns- 
hend,  in  a  fit  of  admiration,  started  from  his  chair, 
embraced  him  with  rapture,  and  vowed  to  make  him 
his  secretary.  This  enthusiasm  passed  away  with 
the  moment;  but  he  was  not  forgotten.  When  his 
brother,  Lord  Townshend,  went  to  Ireland  as  viceroy, 
Jephson  was  put  upon  the  list  for  an  office  in  the 
household,  and  soon  became  Master  of  the  Horse. 
A  seat  in  Parliament  followed.  In  the  society  of  the 
"Castle"  and  its  chief,  amid  the  wit,  talents,  and 
hospitality  which  then  shone  pre-eminent  in  Dublin, 
he  found  the  position  fitted  above  all  others  for  that 
species  of  enjoyment  where  the  "  flow  of  soul "  was 
aided  by  liberal  streams  of  claret  and  whisky  punch. 

But  he  possessed  some  higher  merits.  That  taste 
for  poetry  and  the  drama  already  alluded  to  which 
had  been  early  imbibed,  became  fostered  by  intimacy 
with  the  leading  actors  of  London.     In  the  Irish 
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House  of  Commons  his  humour  shone  so  often  to 
the  general  amusement  as  to  procure  him  the  name 
of  the  "  Mortal  Momus."  In  the  press  he  was  equally 
diligent  with  Courtenay  and  others,  in  a  scries  of 
satirical  papers  directed  against  the  writers  of  '*3ara- 
/ariaTia"  the  opponents  of  Jjord  Townshend's  govern- 
ment. 

But  he  aimed  at  fame  through  a  more  general 
audience.  In  1775  he  brought  out  the  tragedy  of 
Braganza;  in  1779)  The  Law  of  Lombardif ;  but, 
not  content  with  writing  tragedy,  displayed  alao  his 
powers  in  acting  it  in  the  private  theatre  of  the 
Phoenix  Park.  Lord  Charlemont  thus  writes  to 
Malone,  in  January,  1779:  —  "The  nineteenth  of 
this  instant  is  to  be  presented,  at  the  new  theatre 
in  the  Park,  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth.  The  part  of 
Macbefh  by  Jephaon  ;  Ladj/,  by  Mrs.  Gardiner ; 
Macduff,  by  Mr.  Gardiner,*  &c.  &c.  With  the  * 
Citizen  for  a  farce ;  Maria^  by  Miss  Flora  Gardiner. 
Here  your  assistance  will  be  much  wanting." 

He  had  now  ready  for  the  stage  The  Count  of 
Narbonne,  taken  from  Horace  Walpole's  Castle  of 
Otranto.  The  diplomacy  then  necessary  to  introduce 
a  new  play  to  the  theatre  was  not  small.  Every  species 
of  friends  were  pressed  into  the  service — statesmen  and 
staXeswomen,  poets  and  players,  peers  and  commoners  ; 
80  that  the  unhappy  author,  after  spending  two  or 
three  years  in  the  composition  of  a  piece,  passed 
perhaps  as  many  more  in  procuring  its  representation. 
On  this  occasion  Malone  was  solicited  to  render  his 
obstetric  aid.    Theatrical  studies  and  acquirements 

*  Afterwards  I^rd  Mountjoy. 
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pointed  him  out  as  fitted  rather  to  command  tlian 
entreat  the  good-will  of  a  manager.  Aided  by  Horace 
Walpole,  whose  good  offices  were  likewise  sought, 
and  who  felt  interested  in  a  scion  from  his  own 
stock,  he  succeeded.  It  was  performed  on  Novemljer 
17)  1781;  ran  nine  nights  in  succession,  and  for 
twenty-one  during  the  season.*  Malone  to  his  other 
services  added  the  following  epilogue,  of  which  his 
friend  the  Eev.  W.  Jephson  writes  in  March,  1/82  : — 
"  I  believe  I  never  told  you  liow  much  we  admired 
your  epilogue.  We  all  agree  that  it  is  complete.  I 
really  did  not  think  you  could  write  such  good  verses, 
at  least  upon  a  very  phort  warning.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  arc  more  than  three  in  the  language  that 
come  near  it.  We  hear  that  you  spend  much  time 
with  Mr.  Walpole.  I  hope  it  is  the  case.  Such 
company  is  exactly  to  your  taste." 


EPILOGUE  TO  THE  ' 


COUNT  OF  NARBONSE." 
Miss  Young e. 


ftwg  by  lyrant 
t  sure  on  inn 
•k  in  this  enlighti 


dramatists  is  laid : 


]t  is,  nitli  art  "to  build  tlie  lonyrhyni 


To  keep  each  characler  distinctly  true ; 
The  subtle  plot  with  happy  skill  combine, 
And  chain  attention  to  the  nervous  line ; 
With  weighty  clashing  interest  to  perplex, 
Through  five  long  actn — each  jjerBon— of  each  sex; 

*  Geneste,  in  his  Uistonj  of  the  Stage,  says  nineteen.  Walfmle  himself 
WHS  not  a  little  elated  by  its  success.  Next  dsy  (Nov.  18th)  he  writes  to 
General  Conway  at  "tending  and  nurwug  and  waiting  on  Mr.  Jephsao' 
play.  1  brought  it  into  the  world,  was  well  delivered  of  it ;  it  can  stand 
on  its  own  legs,  and  I  am  going  back  to  my  own  quiet  hill,  never  likely  to 
have  anything  more  to  do  with  the  theatre." 
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And  then  at  last  by  dngger  or  by  bowl, 

To  freeze  the  blood  and  harrow  up  the  soul ; 

All  this  achieved,  the  bard  at  ease  carouses, 

And  drcaniB  of  laurels  and  o'erfloiruig  houses ; 

Alas,  poor  man  I  hia  work  is  ilonc  but  half. 

He  haj  made  you  cry — but  now  must  make  you  laugh  : 

And  the  same  engine,  like  the  fabled  eteel,* 

Uust  icrve  at  once  to  wound  you  and  to  heal. 

Our  bard  oflhia  had  ta'cn  too  little  care, 
And  by  a  fViend  be  sought  m*;  to  appear. 
"  Madam,"  he  said,  "  so  oft  you've  graced  the  scew. 
An  injured  princess  or  a  weeping  (lucca. 
So  oft  been  used  to  die  in  anguish  bitter. 
And  then  start  up  to  make  the  audience  titii'r, 
That  doubtless  you  know  best  what  is  iu  vogue. 
And  cao  yourself  invent  an  Epilogue, 
You  can  supply  aa  author's  tardy  quill, 
And  gild  the  surface  of  his  tragic  pill ; 
Your  ready  wit  n  retupe  can  bring 
For  this  cspricious  serio-comic  thing." 
A  recipe  for  Epilogues !    "  Why  not  ? 
llave  you  each  vaunting  chronicle  forgot  ? 
Have  we  not  recipes  each  day,  each  hour. 
To  give  to  mortal  man  iiuDiurtal  power  ? 
To  give  the  ungraceful  timid  speaker  breath,! 
And  save  his  quivering  eloquence  from  death- 
Have  we  not  now  a  geometric  school 
To  teach  the  cross-legged  youth  to  snip  by  rule  f  { 
When  aits  like  these  each  moment  meet  our  eyea, 
Why  ahonld  receipts  for  Epilogues  surprise?" 
"Well,  sir,  TO  try."    I  first  advance  with  simper. 
Forgotten  qniteray  tragic  state,  and  whimper. 
Ladies,  to-night  my  fale  was  surely  hard, 
^Vliat  could  possess  our  inconsiderate  bard 
A  wife  to  banish  that  his  miss  might  wed. 
When  modem  priests  allow  them  both  one  bed. 


■  The  spear  of  AehUles. 

'f  In  allusioa  to  a  qoiick  medicine  recommended  for  its  slllcncy  in  calming 
the  nervDU*  agitation  of  some  public  fpeakera. 

t  A  tailor  has  lately  Infbrmed  the  public  that  lie  Sis  Id*  customer*  by 
gMmetric  rule*. 
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TbuB  rU  begin :  but  it  will  ncTer  do, 
Uolem  some  recent  anecdotes  enme : 
Has  no  frail  dune  been  caught  behind  a  ferecn  F 
No  pantinf;  virgin  flown  to  Gretaa  Green  f 
Hare  tre  no  news  of  Digbj  or  the  Dutch  ? 
le  rich  Nabob  can't  I  hare  a  touch  * 
Or  the  famed  quack,'  who,  but  for  dnni  terreMria), 
Had  gain'd  the  Indiea  bj  hi«  bed  ceUilial. 
"  Bravo,  Wiis  Yoiinge  I — the  thought  my  Ixiend  itill  bleia, 
"  This  modish  medley  must  ionire  bucccm." 
Won  by  his  smooth- tongaed  flattery  Fve  dared 
To  do  what  e^-'n  our  fluent  author  fear'd. 
If  I  succeed  to-night  the  trade  I'll  follow. 
And  dedicate  my  leisure  to  Apollo. 
Before  my  house  a  board  shall  stnught  be  hong, 
With — "  Epilogues  made  here  by  Dr.  Younge ! " 
Nor  will  I,  like  my  brethren,  take  a  fee, 
Your  hands  and  smiles  ate  wealth  enough  for  me.  t 


*  Dr.  Orabam,  from  his  "  Temple  of  Hymen,"  had  annoanced  that  "  if  It 
were  not  for  unprecedented  cruelty,  he  would  in  a  tbw  yeara  have  been  one 
of  bia  Uajesty'i  richest  and  most  respectable  subjects." 

t  In  addition  to  these  and  other  tragic  pieces  hereafter  to  be  mentioned, 
the  siiter  muse  was  not  forgotten.  Tie  is  recorded  to  hare  written  the  BottI, 
(krce,  17B3  !  the  Cam/iaijTi,  opera,  1785  ;  Lol-c  and  ITor,  1787  j  Tteo  Sfringi 
la  soar  Bow,  1791,  only  the  last  of  which  met  with  popular  favour.  But  1 
hare  met  with  no  coramanication  oo  these  pieces  to  his  critical  confidant  in 
London,  the  lettera  to  Matone  b^g  probably  returned,  a*  in  other  initances, 
to  the  iiunily. 
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Horace  Walpole— Literary  Club — Dr.  Johaiou — Lord  Charlemoat — 
Shakspeare— SteeTCns— Rev.  Mr.  Wl alley— Henry  Flood. 

Plays,  however,  even  when  euccessfal,  seldom  run 
altogether  smoothly.  There  are  too  many  tastes  to 
to  consult — and  opinions  in  which  to  agree.  Happy 
the  man  never  condemned  to  pass  through  such  an 
ordeal  of  patience  and  tenaper  as  the  theatre  !  To 
write  up  to  the  ideas  of  one  man  and  rfown  to  those 
of  another ;  to  find  a  manager  of  one  opinion,  and 
the  performers  directly  opposed  to  it;  to  be  denied 
credit  on  points  to  which  he  himself  has  given  much 
consideration,  and  they  who  differ  from  him,  pro- 
bably little  or  none ;  to  omit  this  and  alter  that — is 
the  every-day  fate  of  a  dramatist  by  a  decree  as  irre- 
versible aa  a  law  of  nature.  Some  alarm  of  this 
description  induenced  the  author,  at  which  Walpole 
hints  in  the  following  letter  to  Malonc,  written  a  few 
days  after  the  representation  : — 

strawberry  ma,  Nov.  iard,  1781. 

Sib, — I  have  just  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and 
do  not  lose  a  minute  to  answer  it,  though  my  hand  is  bo  ner- 
vous and  shaking  so  much,  ttiat  I  have  dlBiculty  to  write. 

If  you  remember,  sir,  Mr.  Harris  sent  for  me  out  of 
the  box  on  the  first  niglit.  I  found  Dr.  Francklin  in  th« 
green  room,  and  some  of  the  players.  The  former  was  just 
come  out  of  the  pit,  and  said  the  audience  there  disliked  the 
death  of  Hortensia,  and  thought  it  most  unnatural  that  she 
sfaoold  die  so  suddenly  of  giief.  The  actors,  too,  agreed 
G  2 
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witli  him,  and  it  was  proposed  that  slie  should  be  carri€<l 
off,  to  leave  it  at  least  doubtful  whether  she  was  dead  or 


I  am  sure  I  have  never  taken  the  liberty  of  making  any 
alterations  in  Mr.  Jeplison's  excellent  tragedy.  It  is  as  true 
that  I  have  not  set  up  my  own  judgment  against  those  who 
have,  and  must  have,  more  knowledge  of  stage  effect;  and, 
whenever  I  have  acquiesced  with  them,  it  has  been  with  the 
sole  view  of  serving  and  contributing  to  the  success  of  the 
play,  or  with  the  view  of  contenting  Mr.  Harris  in  little 
points,  who  had  so  readily  consented  to  bring  out  the  play. 
I  flatter  myself,  too,  that  it  has  not  suffered  by  those  UtlJe 
compliances  of  mine. 

It  is  likewise  true,  sir,  and  I  have  no  objection  to  Mr. 
Jephaon'a  knowing,  that  I  approve  the  alterations  you  have 
made,  and  which  you  do  me  the  honour  of  proposing  to  me, 
to  be  inserted  in  the  printed  copy;  but  I  fear  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  agree  to  that  idea,  as,  since  I  saw  you,  I  have 
received  another  letter  from  Mr.  Jephsoii,  in  which  he  desires 
me  to  deliver  the  last  copy  to  you,  sir,  which  I  had  done, 
and  adds  these  words,  "that  he  (Mr.  Malone)  may  be  re- 
quested not  to  suffer  any  alteration  of  the  test,  exceptinj; 
as  to  printing,  which  he  understands  better  than  I  do."  I 
confess  I  think  Mr.  Jephson  too  tenacious.  He  has  produced 
such  a  treasure  of  beauties,  that  he  could  spare  one  or  two. 
My  frankness  and  sincerity,  sir,  speak  this  from  the  heart, 
and  not  in  secret  I  would  not  for  tlie  world  say  one  thing 
to  you  and  another  to  Mr.  Jejihson ;  and,  therefore,  have  no 
objection  to  your  communicating  my  letter  to  him.  You 
have  shown  yourself  so  zealous  a  friend  to  him,  and  I  hope 
have  found  me  so  too,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  understand 
what  I  say  as  it  is  meant,  and  not  as  flattering  to  either,  or 
as  double  dealing,  of  which  I  trust  1  am  incapable. 

I  read  with  pleasure  in  the  papers,  sir,  that  your  epilogue 
succeeded  as  it  deserved;  but  I  am  much  surprised  at  what 
yon  tell  me,  that  tlie  audiences  have  been  less  numerous  than 
there  was  every  reason  to  expect.  If  any  burlesque  of  what 
is  ridiculous  can  erase  taste  for  genuine  poetry,  the  age 
^oold  go  a  little  further,  and  admire  only  what  is  ridiculous. 
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I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  hit,  for  the  notices  you  are 
pleased  to  send  me,  which  I  bIihII  certainly  insert  in  my  own 
trifling  works. 

Voltaire's  letter  to  me  was  printed  jn  one  of  the  later 
miscellaneous  volumes ;  I  do  not  recollect  in  which.  I  do 
not  doubt  but  that  it  will  be  reproduced  in  the  general  edition 
preparing.  Hereafter,  perhaps,  another  letter  of  his  may 
appear,  in  which  that  envious  depreciator  of  Shakspcare  and 
Comeille  may  be  proved  to  have  been  as  mean  and  dirty 
aa  he  was  envious.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great 
respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hob.  Walpoi-e. 

The  next  note  refers  to  some  complimentary  linos 
applied  to  him  by  Mr,  Gardiner,  already  noticed  as 
one  of  the  theatrical  amateurs  of  Dublin: — 

December  22nrf,  1781. 

I  am  very  sure,  sir,  that  the  fonr  lines  with  which  Mr. 
Gardiner  has  honoured  me,  are  much  too  great  a  compliment, 
and  will  be  thought  bo  by  all  who  have  not  some  friendly 
partiality  for  me.  I  am  not  a  poet;  and  though  I  have 
written  versea  at  times,  more  of  them  have  been  had  than 
good.  However,  as  next  to  vanity  I  should  dislike  to  be 
thought  guilty  of  affected  modeaty,  and  as  I  have  no  right 
that,  in  compliment  to  either,  Mr.  Gardiner's  beautiful  lines 
should  be  suppressed,  though  he  was  so  obliging  as  to  sacrifice 
them  at  the  representation,  which  I  confess  I  could  not  have 
stood,  I  will  take  no  more  liberties,  nor  object  to  tlie  publi- 
cation. Yet  should  I  be  taxed  witli  consenUng,  I  must 
comfort  myself  that  I  did  not  acquiesce  till  I  had  no  right 
to  refuse. 

1  very  seldom  go  out  in  a  moruuig,  sir,  but  will  certainly 
have  the  honour  of  waiting  on  you  soon :  and  am,  sir,  with 
great  respect. 

Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Hob.  Walpole. 

At  what  period  and  through  whom  this  acquaint- 
ance commenced  does  not  appear ;  probably  after  the 
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publication  of  the  supplement  to  Shakspeare.  Wal- 
pole  was  then  well  on  in  life  ;  had  retired  a  good 
deal  from  general  society ;  was  of  delicate  health, 
and  sought  amusement  in  his  "  Castle"  of  Strawberry 
in  reading,  writing,  and  printing  of  books.  He  had 
the  reputation  of  being  somewhat  exclusive  in  the 
selection  of  intimates.  Malone  soon  became  on  the 
most  friendly  terms ;  paid  him  and  often  received 
morning  visits ;  found  in  his  visitor  those  stores  of 
details  of  men  and  manners  of  his  earlier  days,  or 
of  those  recently  removed  from  the  world,  which 
have  equally  informed  and  amused  readers  of  every 
class.  Few  persons  or  events,  as  we  find  in  bis 
letters,  appear  to  have  escaped  observation  at  some 
period  of  life.  Those  with  whom  he  associated  he 
seems  to  have  known  well ;  so  that  if  not  always 
accurate  or  absolutely  impartial  in  his  sketches,  he 
is  rarely  ignorant ;  and  none  can  be  more  amusing. 

What  Malone  first  thought  of  him  we  find  in  his 
memoranda : — 

"  When  Mr.  Horace  Walpolc  came  from  abroad 
about  the  year  1746,  he  was  much  of  a  Fribble  in 
dress  and  manner.  Mr.  Colman,  at  that  time  a 
schoolboy,  had  some  occasion  to  pay  him  a  visit.  He 
told  me  he  has  a  strong  recollection  of  the  singularity 
of  his  manner ;  and  that  it  was  then  said  that  Garrick 
had  him  in  thought  when  he  wrote  the  part  of 
Fribble,  in  Miss  ifi  her  Teens.  But  I  doubt  this 
much  ;  for  there  is  a  character  in  a  play  called  Tvn- 
bridge  Wells,  in  which  that  of  Fribble  seems  to  be 
evidently  formed.  However,  Garrick  might  have  had 
Mr.  Walpole  in  his  thoughts. 
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"This  gentleman  (Mr.  Walpole)  is  still  somewhat 
ungular  in  manner  and  appearance ;  but  it  seems 
only  a  singularity  arising  from  a  very  delicate  and 
weak  constitution,  and  from  living  quite  retired 
among  bis  books,  and  much  with  ladies.  He  is 
always  lively  and  ingenious ;  never  very  solid  or 
energetic.  He  appears  to  be  very  fond  of  French 
manners,  authors,  &c.  &c.,  and  I  believe  keeps  up 
to  this  day  a  correspondence  with  many  of  the  people 
of  fashion  in  Paris.  His  love  of  French  manners, 
and  his  reading  so  much  of  their  language,  have  I 
think  infected  his  style  a  little,  which  is  not  always 
so  entirely  English  as  it  ought  to  be.  He  is,  I  think, 
a  very  humane  and  amiable  man. 

**  He  regrets  much  that  he  wrote  the  tragedy  of 
the  Mysterious  Mother ;  he  printed  only  a  hundred 
copies  of  it  at  Strawberry  Hill,  and  cannot  be  pre- 
vuled  upon  to  sutler  it  to  be  published.  But  it  is  in 
vain  now  to  think  of  suppressing  it,  for  these  one 
hundred  copies  being  dispersed  immediately  after  his 
death  it  will  certainly  bo  reprinted.*  No  work  of 
his  does  him  more  credit. 

"  He  has  printed,  I  believe,  at  his  own  press  a 
complete  edition  of  all  his  writings  in  quarto.  On 
examining  the  late  Mr.  Cole's  papers,  a  sheet  of  this 
new  edition  was  found  among  them,  which  he  took 
(it  is  imagined)  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Wal- 
pole from  Strawberry  Hill." 

In  1782  Malone  was  elected  intotlie  Literary  Club 
— an  object  of  ambition  to  the  most  eminent  men  of  the 
day.  Temper  and  taste  had  well  fitted  him  for  aupc- 
*  II  wiu  reprinluJ  in  Dublin  in  1791. 
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rior  associations  of  this  description.  The  suavity  of 
Burke,  Reynolds,  Nugent  and  Percy,  curbed  the 
sourness  or  coarseness  of  inferior  men,  such  as  Haw- 
kins; while  the  reproofs  of  Johnson  kept  in  check 
the  wildness  of  wit  in  Beauclerc  and  Colman.  Con- 
versation and  argument  ran  freely — not  always  per- 
haps unruffled — but  like  pebbles  in  the  brook,  just 
sufficient  to  impart  animation  to  the  scene. 

Before  publication  of  the  supplementary  plays,  he 
had  hinted  the  wish  for  admission  to  Lord  Charlemont, 
who  in  reply  wrote  :  "  For  ray  own  sake  I  wish  you 
every  success  in  your  endeavours  to  get  into  the 
Turk's  Head  Club.  Why  am  I  not  in  London  to 
vote  for  you?"  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  this 
celebrated  social  assemblage  of  talent  might  almost 
date  its  origin  from  the  Irish  Peer.  Some  words  bad 
dropped  from  him  on  the  subject  to  Reynolds. 
The  latter  mentioned  it  to  Johnson,  proposing  his 
lordship  as  one  of  the  first  members.  "  No,"  was 
the  reply;  "we  shall  be  called  Charlemont's  Club; 
let  him  come  in  afterwards." 

Just  about  this  time  a  letter  came  from  that  noble- 
man to  Queen  Anne  Street,  complaining  of  incessant 
duties,  civil  and  militai-y — the  latter  as  general  of  Irish 
Volunteers.  Such  were  the  claims  upon  his  time  that 
he  had  scarcely  a  moment  even  to  open  one  of  the  last 
packets  of  books  received  from  his  critical  friend — for 
it  appears  that  whatever  else  was  in  hand,  the  acqui- 
sition and  examination  of  old  authors  was  not  inter- 
mitted. 

"  Gascoigne,"  he  says,  "  notwithstanding  his  ominous 
setting  out,  arrived  safe  and  sound,  in  excellent  plight, 
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and  perfectly  uninjured  by  their  long  journey—a  piece 
of  good  fortune  which,  considering  their  great  age 
and  consequent  dchility,  was  rather  to  be  hoped  than 
expected. 

"  I  know  but  of  one  thing  you  liavc  omitted — that 
is,  to  send  me  some  sheets  of  Spenser,  containing  his 
letters  to  Sir  W.  R.  (Raleigh)  and  the  commendatory 
verses.  These  were  meant  to  complete  my  first  edition 
of  the  Fairy  Qu^en.  Yon,  I  remember,  set  it  apart 
for  me,  but  have  I  suppose  forgotten  it,  as  well  you 
might  in  the  multiplicity  of  matters  undertaken  for 
me.  You  have  sent  the  second  volume  of  Warton's 
Pope.  I  onco  had  the  first,  but  have  lost  it,  and  must 
beg  that  you  will  procure  it  for  me.  The  size  of  the 
old  plays  exactly  matches — the  colour  rather  paler, 
and  the  gilding  something  diff'erent.  One  may  be 
easily  altered ;  time  no  doubt  will  change  the  other." 

The  Club  formed  a  new  tie  to  intimacy  between 
Malone  and  Dr.  Johnson.  In  tho  spring  of  the  year 
lie  invited  the  latter  to  meet  Dr.  Farmer  and  others 
at  dinner,  and  sent  him  his  pamphlet  on  Chatterton. 
The  invitation  Johnson  could  not  accept,  on  account 
of  illness.  For  the  pamphlet  he  is  thankful ;  comments 
on  the  wild  adherence  to  Chatterton  as  even  more 
strange  than  that  to  Ossian ;  and  hopes  to  be  able 
soon  to  meet  his  friends  in  society.  Boswell  dilates 
upon  the  esteem  felt  by  his  great  friend  for  Malone, 
"whose  elegant  hospitality"  be  compliments,  and 
truly  adds,  "who  the  more  he  is  known  is  tho 
more  highly  valued." 

Previous  to  this,  both  critics  appear  to  have  had 
several  communications  on  certain  anecdotes  and  no- 
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ticefl  on  Shakspeare  and  in  the  lAveg  of  the  Poets,  of 
which  only  a  few  remain.  Maloue  considered  Johnson 
right  in  some  disputed  notes,  as  in  "  Asses  of  great 
charge,"  and  wrong  in  '*  To  be,  or  not  to  be."  Like 
Johnson  and  Pope,  he  deemed  rhyme  necessary  for 
the  full  effect  of  English  poetry.  Like  the  former, 
he  entertained  dislike  to  the  politics,  temper,  and 
conduct  of  Milton ;  and  on  another  occasion  is  vio- 
lent against  Milton's  master,  Cromwell.  He  told 
Johnson  that  lie  had  censured  Lord  Marchmont 
wrongly  for  not  taking  care  of  Pope's  papers ;  for 
Lord  Bolingbroke  alone  had  been  entrusted  with 
that  charge.  But  Johnson  forgot  on  this  .afL^on, 
some  other  occasions  to  make  the  necessary  correc- 
tions in  a  new  edition.  He  corroborated  the  fact 
'^^tated  by  Johnson  though  doubted  by  others,  of 
Addison  having  put  an  execution  into  Steele's  house 
for  debt.  Burke  was  his  authority  ;  he  having  heard 
the  story  from  one  of  Steele's  personal  acquaintance, 
Lady  Dorothea  Primrose. 

All  communication  with  the  great  moralist  added 
to  his  veneration  for  one  so  worthy  of  it ;  and  to 
familiar  friends  often  became  the  subject  of  con- 
versation in  future  life.  A  lady  now  resident  in 
Ireland,  who  more  than  twenty  years  afterwards 
accompanied  her  father  on  a  visit  to  Malone  in 
London,  thus  adverts  to  the  subject  in  a  commu- 
nication to  the  wTiter: — 

"  Next  to  Shakspeare,  Dr.  Johnson  appeared  to  be 
the  great  object  of  his  admiration.  He  had  often 
visited  him  in  Bolt  Court,  and  in  a  morning's  stroll 
took  me  to  view  the  exterior  of  the  house.     On  one 
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occasion,  the  doctor,  during  the  decline  of  his  health, 
proving  unusually  silent,  Malone  rose  to  retire, 
believing  him  to  be  in  pain  or  his  presence  incon- 
venient. '  Pray,  sir,'  said  Johnson,  '  be  seated.  I 
cannot  talk,  but  I  like  to  sec  you  there.'  On  two 
or  three  occasions,  also,  he  had  managed  the  break- 
fast tea-kettle  when  Levett  was  absent  or  otherwise 
engaged.  Mr.  Malone  had  several  engravings  of 
Dr.  Johnson  in  his  study." 

It  ia  probable  that  admiration  of  Johnson's  con- 
versational powers  first  led  Malone  about  this  period, 
to  new  employment  for  leisure  hours.  This  was  to 
record  his  occasional  remarks — those  impressive  drop- 
pings of  wisdom  and  genius  which  left  something  on 
the  mind  for  future  remembrance,  and  use  at  fitting 
moments.  Often  pithy,  always  powerful,  they  were 
conveyed  in  language  which  most  of  his  auditors  felt 
to  be  elegant  and  aimed  to  preserve.  At  this  time, 
Malone  knew  not  Boswell,  neither  probably  bad  heard 
of  his  biographical  projects.  But  they  became  inti- 
mate soon  afterward ;  and  the  collector  freely  fur- 
nished the  biographer  with  such  notes  as  were  new 
and  useful  for  the  purpose  be  had  in  view. 

Further  consideration  on  this  subject  induced 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  critic  to  give  notes  of  any- 
thing remarkable  heard  from  other  eminent  men. — 
Not  personal  matters  mereU',  but  on  books,  manners, 
general  and  literary  anecdotes,  historical  facts,  matters 
amusing  or  instructive,  yet  too  unimportant  for  more 
methodical  record.  Several  of  these  in  the  form  of 
diary,  written  down  at  the  moment,  naturally  make 
part   of    tlie    present    narrative.       Others,    of  more 


miscellaneous  character,  will    be  found  at    the  con- 
clusion of  the  volume. 

Almost  tho  first  passage  in  these  "  Maloniana,"  as 
he  designates  them,  is  given  to  Johnson : — 

"March,  1783. 
"  Dr.  Johnson  is  as  correct  and  elegant  in  his 
common  conversation  as  in  his  writings.  He  never 
seems  to  study  either  for  thoughts  or  words  j  and  is 
on  all  occasions  so  fluent,  so  well-informed,  so  accu- 
rate, and  even  eloquent,  that  1  never  left  his  company 
without  regret.  Sir  Josh.  Reynolds  told  me  that 
from  his  first  outset  in  life,  he  had  always  had  this 
character;  and  by  what  means  he  had  attained  it. 
He  told  him  he  had  early  laid  it  down,  as  a  fixed  rule, 
always  to  do  his  best,  on  every  occasion  and  in  every 
company,  to  impart  whatever  he  knew  in  the  best 
language  he  could  put  it  in ;  and  that  by  constant 
practice,  and  never  suffering  any  careless  expression 
to  escape  him,  or  attempting  to  deliver  his  thoughts 
without  arranging  them  in  the  clearest  manner  he 
could,  it  was  now  become  habitual  to  him. 

"  I  have  observed,  in  my  various  visits  to  him,  that 
he  never  relaxes  in  this  respect.  When  first  intro- 
duced I  was  very  young ;  yet  he  was  as  accurate  in 
his  conversation  as  if  he  had  been  talking  to  the  first 
scholar  in  England.  I  have  always  found  him  very 
communicative ;  ready  to  give  his  opinion  on  any 
subject  that  was  mentioned.  He  seldom  however 
starts  a  subject  himself;  hut  it  is  very  easy  to  lead 
him  into  one. 

"  When  I  called  about  two  months  ago,  I  found  him 
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in  his  arm-chair  by  the  fireside,  before  which  a  few 
apples  were  laid.  He  was  reading.  I  asked  him 
what  book  he  had  got.  He  said  the  Historij  of 
Birmingfiam.  Local  histories,  I  observed,  were  gene- 
rally dull.  *  It  is  true,  sir ;  but  this  has  a  peculiar 
merit  with  me ;  for  I  passed  some  of  my  early  years 
and  married  my  wife  there.'  I  supposed  the  apples 
were  preparing  as  medicine.  '  Why,  no,  sir ;  I 
believe  they  are  only  there  because  I  want  something 
to  do.  These  are  some  of  the  solitary  expedients  to 
which  we  are  driven  by  sickness.  I  have  beeu  con- 
fined this  week  past ;  and  here  you  &id  me  roasting 
apples,  and  reading  the  Hisfori/  of  Binnhighain.' 

"  I  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  Mr.  Mason's  translation 
(if  I)u_ETesiioy  (which  was  just  then  published),  and 
what  he  thought  of  it.  He  said  he  had  read  some 
pages,  and  that  he  thought  it  was  executed  with  as 
much  fidelity  as  was  consistent  with  taste,  and  with 
as  much  elegance  as  could  be  employed  without 
departing  iroia  fidelity ;  but  that  the  epistle  to 
Sir  J.  Reynolds  was  a  very  poor  tiling. 

"  Mr.  Cole,  of  Milton  near  Cambridge,  had  died 
a  few  days  before.  He  was  a  great  antiquary  and 
collector  of  books.  On  examining  his  library,  his 
books*  were  found  to  contain  a  great  many  sarcastic 
remarks  against  persons  now  living,  and  with  whom 
be  had  lived  in  intimacy,  particularly  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  who  had  been  at  school  with  him  (as 
Mr.  Walpole  himself  told  me),  and  who  used  to  send 
him  a  copy  of  every  piece  printed  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

*  They  were  sold  to  Benjamin  White,  the  bookseller,  and  resold  by  him 
in  oat  of  his  aimuBl  cat^IogUM.  Mr-  StwTens  picknl  out  the  most  curioui. 


*«r 


LIFE  OP  EDMOND  MALONK. 


"  On  mentioning  tbis  circumstance  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
he  said  that  '  if  Mr.  Cole  had  scribbled  in  the  mar- 
gin of  his  books  merely  to  give  vent  to  his  thoughts, 
it  was  a  very  harmless  amusement ;  but  then  he 
ought  to  have  ordered  them  to  be  burnt  at  his 
death ;  that  if  it  arose  from  malignity,  it  argued 
a  very  base  disposition,  especially  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Walpole,  with  whom  he  kept  up  a  friendly 
correspondence  to  the  last.  If  however  a  man 
found  he  could  not  restrain  his  ill-humour  within 
bounds,  it  would  be  much  the  shortest  and  fairest 
way'  (he  added,  with  a  smile)  'to  keep  one  fair  paper- 
book,  for  the  purpose  of  abusing  all  his  acquaintance." 

"This  Mr.  Cole  had  another 'practice  that  seems 
hardly  justifiable*  in  the  extent  to  which  he  carried 
it.  He  kept  all  the  letters  he  received,  especially 
from  literary  persons,  and  pasted  them  into  a  large 
book.  This,  with  all  his  other  manuscript  collec- 
tions, he  has  devised  to  the  British  Museum,  hut 
ordered  them  not  to  be  opened  for  thirty  years.  By 
that  time,  the  anecdotes  they  contain  will  have  little 
value ;  and  most  of  those  who  take  an  interest  in 
them  will  bo  dead.  I  should  like  much  to  see 
Mr.  Walpole's  letters,  he  being  a  very  livelv  and 
entertaining  writer.  My  friend,  Mr.  Jephson,  the 
author  of  several  excellent  tragedies,  has  had  manv 
letters  from  him,  some  of  which  I  have  seen,  con- 
taining   much   good  criticism  on  plays  and    play- 

writew." 

•  •  •  •  • 

*  Why  not?  Lileraryhistory  without  them  would  be  of  littie  interest. 
How  much  thould  ve  lose  in  ftutbentic  cooteniporarjr  hMlo)7  Mid  uiMdotc, 
mre  thoK  of  one  of  (he  pHrtie«  mentioned  here  (Walpole)  tup 
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On  a  subseqaent  occasion  wc  are  infonned  : — 
"  In  a  conversation  a  few  days  ago  with  Dr.  John- 
son (April  24th,  1784),  I  asked  him  whether  he 
was  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Colley  Gibber. 
He  said  he  had  not  lived  in  any  intimacy  with  him, 
bat  had  sometimes  been  in  hie  company ;  and  that 
he  was  much  more  ignorant  even  of  matters  relating 
to  his  own  profession,  than  he  could  well  have  con- 
ceived any  man  to  be  who  had  lived  nearly  sixty 
years  with  players,  authors,  and  the  most  celebrated 
characters  of  the  age. 

"I  asked  also  whether  he  could  recollect  all  the 
pieces  written  by  him  since  he  first  came  to  London  ? 
He  said  he  believed  he  could  ;  but  this  I  doubt  very 
much.  I  mentioned  his  proposals  for  a  translation 
of  Father  Paul's  History  of'  (he  Council  of  TVenf. 
He  said  such  a  thing  had  been  agitated,  but  he 
very  soon  relinquished  the  design.  However,  Mr. 
Henry,  partner  with  the  late  Mr.  Cave,  Johnson's 
first  employer  and  patron,  positively  saya  that  he 
saw  six  sheets  of  it  actually  printed,  as  Mr.  Nicholi, 
Henry's  present  partner,  informed  me." 

Amid  patriotic  fervours  nearly  at  the  boiling 
point,  yet  with  all  the  good  nature  that  made  them 
arousing,  Lord  Charlcmont  found  time  for  a  letter 
on  those  graceful  and  peaceful  pursuits  calculated  to 
smooth  even  the  rugged  front  of  political  contention. 
Thus  he  writes  from  his  beautiful  villa  on  Dublin 
Bay:— 

AfariHo,  Oetobrrith,  llbi. 
Mt  deab  Malokb, — ^You  will  probably  be  surpriEed   imd 
perhaps  R  little  displeased,  at  being  so  long  without  aji 


answer  to  your  last  kind  letter.  Indeed,  I  would  not  wisli 
yon  to  be  entirely  satisfied,  and  I  cannot  desire  you  should 
Iwar  any  apparent  neglect  on  niy  part  without  some  degree 
of  displeasure  ;  yet  when  you  reflect  on  the  busy  scene  in 
wliich  I  have  been  a  principal  actor,  or  tlie  various  occu- 
pations, civil  and  military,  which  have  occupied  my  mind 
and  body,  you  will,  I  doivbt  nut,  pardon  and  perhaps  pity 
me,  whose  whole  time  has  been  taken  up  ui  occupations 
different  fi^ui  those  you  know  to  be  uiy  favourite  amuse- 
ments ;  more  especially  when  you  consider  that  I  have  been 
thus  obliged  to  interrupt  a  constant  correspondence  which  has 
ever  been  one  of  my  most  pleasing  occupations.  But  my 
comfort  is,  that  I  have  been  doing  my  duty.  From  that  I 
trust  no  fatigue  either  of  mind  or  of  body  shaU  ever  be  able 
to  deter  me.  I  have  now,  however,  a  moment  of  leisure, 
indeed  but  a  moment ;  and  that  I  give  to  you  and  to  our 
own  pleasing  subjects  of  literary  intercoiu-se. 

Since  I  last  wrote,  I  have  had  time  only  to  peruse  two 
books,  idle  ones  indeed,  and  tliat  by  snatc'hes  ;  Warton's 
Pope,  and  Bryants  Rowleij.  The  former  is,  I  think,  tlie 
most  extraordinary  work  1  ever  read,  and  is  indeed  everj'- 
ttiiiig  but  what  it  promises.  The  writer  seoma  to  have 
copied,  and  impudently  enough  printed,  his  commonplace 
book  of  anecdotea  and  remarks  upon  various  writers.  Some 
parts  are  indeed  critical,  but  his  criticisms  are  not  in  my 
opinion  always  just,  and  there  is  bnt  little  anywhere  to  be 
found  that  can  be  called  new. 

As  to  Bryant,  he  ought,  I  think,  to  be  answered  by  som^ 
of  your  Chattertonians,  i.r  Rowley  may  still  have  some 
chance  with  posterity,  though  the  langh  be  now  against  him. 
The  arguments  of  his  defenders  are  sometimes  weak,  but  in 
many  instances,  if  not  answered  critically,  aud  not  merrily, 
are  strong  enough  to  support  a  claim  at  least  to  some  part  of 
what  is  attributed  to  him.  Indeed  the  whole  controversy 
appears  to  me  in  some  respects  like  that  of  Boyle  and  Bentley 
respecting  the  Epiille^  of  Phalaris.  All  the  wit  and  genius 
are  on  one  side,  together  with  some  good  argument,  but  the 
weight  of  proof  seems  to  te  on  the  other.  In  the  case  of 
Phalaris,  wit  supported  the  supposed  imposture,  M'hicli  in  the 


\1SIT    liF    HIS   BllOTIIKi:   TO   LONDON. 


97 


I 


pi-esent  coutroversj  it  cudeavours  to  luy  open ;  but  the  laugh 
IB  now  forgotten,  and  tlie  arguments  remembered.  Phalaris, 
after  tlie  reign  of  a  few  years,  ha.s  loat  liis  statJon,  and  perhaps 
in  the  fiame  manner  Rowley  may  resign  bis  raJik  among 
English  bards. 

Now  for  the  topic  which  has  already  given  so  muc)i  trouble. 
It  is  impOAsible  for  me  at  present  to  send  you  the  catalogue 
yon  mention.  Indetnl  1  have  not  time  to  make  it  out,  so  that 
yon  may  still  pm-chase  upon  the  hazard  of  your  memory.  I 
have  a  coi>y  of  Lydgate's  Troy,  printed  by  Must.  It'  that, 
however,  which  was  offered  to  you  be  an  earlier  edition,  I 
nhouUl  hv  glad  to  have  it ;  I  cuiuiot  insert  your  fragment  of 
Spenser  without  unbinding  a  very  well-hound  book,  so  I 
!ilioidd  be  glad  if  you  could  procure  aay  other  piece  of  that 
author  which  I  have  not  already,  either  in  prose  or  verse,  to 
which  I  might  af&c  it,  ra  as  to  form  a  supplemental  volume. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  to  ask  Mr.  Walpolc  how  many 
nmnbers  were  published  of  the  Strawhernj  flill  Collection,  of 
old  [Greet's  ?]  He  gave  mo  two,  and  I  wliould  wish  to  make 
up  the  lot ;  and  if  there  he  any  more,  beg  yon  would  procure 
them  for  me.  I  forget  how  much  I  owe  you;  please  to  let  me 
have  it  in  your  next.  Send  me  also  in  the  next  parcel 
Potter's  translations,  and  Chatterton's  avowed  works,  the 
former  well-bound,  and  the  latter  in  boards,  as  I  wish  to  bind 
uniform. 

The  ladies  desire  their  best  compliments.  My  most  afi'ee- 
tionate  and  sincere  good  wishes  Ui  my  dear  Mr.  Walpole; 
and  the  best  compliments  to  all  friends,  particuloi-ly  my 
lirethren  of  the  Club,  and  most  particularly  to  Sir  Joshua. 

llis  brother,  in  tin;  annual  spring  visit  to  London, 
came  furnished  with  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
rocommendations  from  affectionate  relatives  to  the 
wanderer  to  return.  But  this  was  more  hopeless 
than  ever.  He  had  tasted  of  new  life  in  a  new 
region ;  and  as  certain  animals  cannot  contentedly 
forego  food  to  which  they  have  bwn  once  accustomed, 
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so  neither  could  he  resign  those  mental  feasts  enjoyed 
in  London  libraries  and  societies. 

Poor  Dublin !  what  could  she  yield  in  return  ? 
Whiteboys  (in  lier  vicinity) — faction-fights — hostile 
religions — homely,  if  not  coarse  manners  and  cus- 
toms— little  literature — angry  party  spirit — narrow 
views — and  now  with  an  army  of  volunteers,  influ- 
enced by  genuine  patriotism  indeed,  but  without  great 
care  on  the  part  of  their  leaders,  likely  to  run  wild  and 
try  to  disconnect  themselves  from  the  only  country 
that  could  advance  their  wealth  and  civilization. 
Amid  her  wit  aud  her  ease  she  was  merely  provin- 
cial; and  provincialism  is  but  another  name  for  in- 
feriority of  every  description,  from  a  halipenny  ballad 
to  an  epic  poem !  Bishop  Percy,  in  one  of  his  letters, 
had  injured  the  island  materially  in  his  opinion : — 
"  In  this  remote  part  of  the  kingdom  (Dromore) 
nothing  could  afford  me  a  higher  gratification  than 
to  be  honoured  with  a  fevi  lines  from  you  or  any  other 
of  my  good  friends,  to  inform  me  what  is  doing  in  the 
literary  world,  of  which  I  can  seldom  get  intelligence 
sooner  than  it  would  reach  to  the  East  Indies." 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  commenced 
the  main  business  of  our  Critic's  life — the  edition  of 
Shakspeare.  A  pretty  long  course  of  preliminary 
training,  as  we  have  seen,  pointed  to  this  as  the 
natural  result  of  the  days  and  nights,  the  thought  and 
research,  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  poet  and  his  age. 
Whatever  new  light  had  been  thrown  upon  either, 
much  obscurity  remained.  A  steady,  persevering 
advance  into  the  mists  of  antiquity  could  alone  render 
objects  distinct.     Connecting  circumstances  likewise 
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demanded  all  the  gagacity  of  the  most  deliberate  in- 
quirer. Each  topic  touched  upon  inevitably  led  to 
another.  From  the  few  known  incidents  of  the 
poet's  life,  it  was  necessary  to  glean  and  analyze 
such  as  were  doubtful ;  to  investigate  the  chrono- 
logy of  his  plays ;  to  furnish  notices  of  the  stage ; 
of  actors,  authors,  managers,  facts,  names,  dates ; 
and  of  family  as  well  as  of  theatrical  history.  The 
subject  necessarily  grew  by  what  it  fed  on.  To 
keep  each  within  moderate  compass^-to  throw  the 
clearest  light  upon  the  times,  language,  and  allu- 
Bious  of  the  great  ^vriter  without  overpowering  the 
patience  or  memory  of  the  reader — became  the  test 
of  the  artist's  skill. 

Antiquarian  reading  became  a  daily  duty ;  but  zeal 
made  it  a  labour  of  love.  His  range  proved  unusually 
extensive.  No  sportsman  followed  the  chase  with 
more  spirit  than  he  did  black-letter  authorities ;  and 
if  the  game  thus  bagged  did  not  always  prove  of  the 
value  he  hoped,  no  question  existed  of  the  energy 
shown  in  the  pursuit.  Histories,  poem^,  plaj-s, 
pamphlets,  letters,  every  species  of  paper,  printed 
or  manuscript,  before,  during,  or  after  the  age  of 
Elizabeth,  were  sought  out  and  consulted  for  such 
incidents  or  anecdotes  as  they  could  supply.  He 
particularly  dreaded  being  misled  by  careless  pre- 
decessors. In  the  true  spirit  of  such  as  write  for 
fatality,  no  second-batid  statements  satisfied  him 
where  original  authorities  were  known  to  exist. 

Tlic  labour  thus  incurred  became  extreme.  He 
travelled  from  librarj-  to  repository ;  from  private 
papers  to  public  records ;  from  universities  to  the 
u  3 
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British  Museum  and  Stationers'  Hall  in  order  to  bo 
exact.  His  heart  yearned  to  his  theme.  Unlike  the 
task  set  before  the  necessitous  or  unwilling  workman, 
whose  position  incites  a  hasty  glance  and  a  running 
pen,  he  sat  down  deliberately  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
tastes  amid  the  pleasures,  of  social  life,  good  company, 
and  pecuniary  case.  He  was  cut  out  for  the  work, 
and  the  work  for  him.  To  such  men,  when  we  can 
conveniently  find  them,  seems  of  right  to  belong  the 
business  of  research  in  matters  critical,  antiquarian, 
or  of  doubtful  authority.  They  best  can  afford  the 
leisure  where  leisure  is  essential  to  the  elucidation  of 
truth  ;  and  where,  as  in  the  instance  before  us,  labour 
is  seconded  by  judgment  and  discretion.  If  not 
alwaTS  the  highest  effort  of  mind,  inquiry  is  indis- 
pensable to  the  acquisition  of  accurate  as  of  useful 
knowledge. 

No  obstacle  appeared  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
undertaking, — no  rival  was  now  in  the  field  to  con- 
front. Steeveus,  by  his  own  account,  had  been  dis- 
gusted— "I  never  mean,"  he  wrote  to  Malone,  "in 
appear  again  as  editor  of  Shakspeare ;  nor  will  such 
assistance  as  I  am  able  to  furnish  go  towards  anv 
future  gratuitous  publication.  Ingratitude  and  im- 
pertinence from  several  of  the  booksellers  have  been 
my  reward  for  conducting  two  laborious  editions,  both 
of  which  are  sold." 

In  April,  1  "83,  he  goes  further,  and  recommends 
Malone  in  a  long  letter  to  edit  Shakspeare,  as  be  has 
quite  done  with  the  pursuit.  He  is  offended  with 
Isaac  Reed ;  requests  his  correspondent  to  draw  up 
the  account  for  the  Qentleman's  Magazine,  which  he 
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irill  transcribe  "  so  that  not  even  Nichols  shall  kni)w 
the  author." 

Towards  the  end  of  tlie  year  Alalonc  was  applied 
to  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Whaltey,  then  preparing  an 
edition  of  Bait  Joiison,  for  such  assistance  as  he  could 
afford.  But  he  had  formed  no  love  for  that  writer  or 
his  productions.  Other  commentators  have  expressed 
similar  feelings.  Some  believe  him  to  have  been  a 
personal  enemy  of  his  great  contemporary — ^jealous, 
envious,  and  spiteful  toward  a  genius  superior  to  his 
own.  This  is  perhaps  unfair  to  "  rare  "  Ben  after  the 
excellent  poem  written  to  his  great  contemporary's 
memory.  While  living,  indeed,  many  unhappy  con- 
tentions arise  among  brethren ;  but  after  death, 
comes,  or  should  come,  truth.  Yet  little  as  either 
of  their  lives  are  known,  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  affix 
the  passion  of  envy  upon  one  who  in  the  rivalries  of 
a  theatre  may  believe  he  has  just  cause  for  com- 
plaint. A  passage  from  the  reply  of  Malone  fairly 
states  his  views :  "  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  add 
my  mite  of  contribution  to  your  new  edition  of  Be/i 
Jtrnson,  though  I  have  very  little  hopes  of  being  able 
to  throw  any  light  on  what  has  eluded  your  re- 
searches. At  the  same  time  I  must  honestly  own 
to  yon  that  I  have  never  read  old  Ben's  plavs  with  > 
any  degree  of  attention,  and  that  he  is  an  author  su 
little  to  my  taste  that  I  have  no  pleasure  in  perusing 
him."  It  appears  by  the  same  letter  that  he  was  theii 
busy  upon  the  "  Second  Appendix  to  m>i  Supplement 
to  Shakspeare." 

Accession  to  office  of  the  Coalition  Ministry  gave 
him  new  occupation    in  trying  to  allure  one  of  his 
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friends  into  its  ranks  in  Ireland.  This  was  the  cele- 
brated Henry  Flood — one  of  the  men  of  whom  she 
boasts ;  but  who  appears  to  have  been  deficient  in  the 
temper  or  tact  necessary  to  attain  the  very  highest 
success  in  political  life. 

Bom  in  1732  previous  to  the  marriage  ceremony, 
he  was  the  son  of  Warden  Flood,  afterwards  Lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Irish  King's  Bench,  and  the 
first  native  who  obtained  that  honour.  The  accident 
of  birth  did  not  mar  his  fortunes.  From  Trinity 
College,  he  removed  to  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  under 
Dr.  Markham,  afterwards  Archbishop  of  York ;  be- 
came from  an  idler  a  man  of  study;  delighted  in  trans- 
lating Greek  orators  and  poets;  and  at  length  was 
said  to  read  Greek  as  fluently  as  English.  He  also 
wrote  good  verses;  a  few  fellow-students  deemed  hia 
genius  marred  by  entry  at  the  Middle  Temple;  but  a 
summons  to  Ireland  meant  him  to  represent  his  native 
county  in  Parliament,  or  if  that  failed,  the  borough 
of  Callan.  Fond  of  the  drama,  he  commenced  at 
Farmiey,  his  father's  seat,  near  Kilkenny,  a  course 
of  private  theatricals  which  have  since  become 
more  celebrated ;  married  Lady  Frances  Beresford, 
with  a  fortime  of  ten  thousand  pounds ;  and  by  the 
deaths  of  a  brother,  sister,  and  of  his  father  who  died 
in  1764,  inherited  a  fortune  of  five  thousand  pounds 
per  annum. 

Such  an  outset  in  lile  left  no  opening  for  the  lures 
of  the  Irish  Secretary.  He  chose  his  seat  upon  the 
Opposition  benches,  assumed  a  lead  upon  all  Irish 
topics;  and  acting  with  moderation,  his  patriotic  repu- 
tation rose  with  his  fame  as  an  orator.   Inconsistencies 
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were  laid  to  his  charge,  but  the  then  complexities  of 
Irish  politics  renflcr  it  difficult  to  form  an  opinion. 
He  opposed  strenuously  the  government  of  Ixird 
Townshend ;  and  Malone,  as  we  have  seen,  became 
an  occasional  assistant.  But  an  unhappy  event,  then 
too  conunon  in  Irish  life,  awaited  him.  He  killed 
in  a  duel  an  opponent  in  the  borough  of  Callan, 
Mr.  Agar,  who,  having  escaped  in  one  encounter 
with  him  in  the  field,  unluckily  insisted  upon  a 
second. 

In  1775  he  accepted  the  office  of  Vice-Treasurer, 
and  became  Privy  Councillor  in  both  kingdoms. 
Under  Lord  Buckingham  and  Mr.  Secretary  Heron 
(1781 )  he  resigned;  no  attention  having  been  paid,  as 
he  urged,  to  certain  previous  stipulations.  While  in 
office  he  was  nearly  silent.  Out  of  it  he  became  an 
active  opponent;  till  at  length,  in  consequence  of  stre- 
nuous efforts  against  Lord  Carlisle's  government,  he 
was  recommended  to  be  dismissed  from  the  honours  of 
the  Privy  Council  both  in  England  and  Ireland.  On 
thia  occasion,  the  friendahip  of  Lord  Charleniont, 
which  had  cooled  during  his  retention  of  office,  broke 
forth  with  fresh  enthusiasm  on  its  close.  In  writing  ty 
Malone  be  says :  *'  With  Flood  on  our  side,  it  is  im- 
possible to  despair.  Our  sun  has  broke  out  from  the 
cloud  with  redoubled  lustre.  His  unparalleled  con- 
duct would  scarcely  be  believed  but  by  us  who  know 
the  man ;  and  his  abilities  arc,  if  possible,  greater 
than  ever.  Yet  Grattan  still  shines  with  unabated 
brightness  ;  and  if  number.^  bo  against  us,  we  have  at 
least  the  satisfaction  of  having  the  weight  of  abilities 
entirely  on  our  side.     You  may  judge,  as  you  know 
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my  heart,  of  the  pleasure  1  feel  from  my  friend's  con- 
duct, from  my  friend's  return  ! " 

It  is  creditable  to  the  enlarged  views  of  Flood, 
that  he  early  contemplatod  removal  from  the  Irish  to 
the  English  House  of  Commons.  First-class  men 
arc  often  lost  in  secondary  positions  ;  and  local  legis- 
latures, such  as  was  that  of  Ireland,  must  ever  be 
so  considered.  They  lie  under  the  disadvantage 
of  contracted  views  ;  are  hampered  by  family  in- 
terests, local  iiiHuences,  mistaken  opinions,  and  are 
rarely  in  communion  with  the  great  interests  of 
nations.  How  much  would  not  the  genius  of  Burke 
have  been  stunted  had  the  chances  of  life  thrown  him 
into  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  ?  That  wisdom 
which  throughout  his  career  made  the  politics  of 
Europe  but  the  echo  of  his  opinions,  would  have 
fallen  unheeded  among  an  oligarchy  of  his  country 
obedient  to  power,  and  a  democracy  pursuing  place — 
where  it  has  been  said  by  native  writers  there  were 
but  sixty  of  the  representative  body  independent  of 
the  influences  of  Administration.  Isolation  among 
such  would  be  fatal  to  the  utility  of  superior  men. 
Great  assemblages  often  bring  forth,  while  they  sup- 
port, great  intellects.  A  useful  or  an  ambitious  man 
should  seek  his  station  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
fountain  of  power.  Thence  he  may  best  distinguish 
the  mistakes  and  dangers  which  obstruct  his  career. 
Who  does  not  climb  the  hill  for  the  largest  extent  of 
view?  Who  is  content  to  disport  in  a  pool  with  the 
open  sea  before  him  ? 

So  early  as  176/  he  hinted  the  wish  for  removal  to 
Lord  Chatham  through  Mr.  John  Pitt,  but  it  came 
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to  nothing".  Other  attempts  also  failed.  They  were 
renewed  when  the  star  of  Grattan  became  in  the 
ascendant  and  his  uwn  proportionably  declined,  till 
ill  1/83,  the  Uuke  of  ChandoB  procured  his  return 
for  Winchester.  The  dissolution  consequent  on  the 
dismissal  of  the  Coalition  again  sent  him  adrift  on  the 
popular  waters ;  and  his  (Jrace  was  said  to  have 
shuffled  out  of  a  positive  cnfjagemcnt  so  unfairly  that 
a  challenge  from  ilia  Irish  acquaintance  was  the 
result.  Seaford  was  then  tried;  and  on  the  third 
election  he  succeeded. 

Fortune  failed  him  in  rendering  the  change  con- 
ducive to  increase  of  fame.  Why,  it  is  not  easy  to 
say ;  excepting  that  the  reputation  earned  in  one 
place  does  not  necessarily  accompany  its  possessor 
to  another.  He  reached  St.  Stephen's  for  the  first 
time  during  the  discussion  of  Fox's  India  Bill.  In- 
saffleiently  prepared,  he  was  imprudent  enough  to 
take  part  against] it;*  and  on  avowing  such  insufB- 
ciency,  paid  the  penalty  of  frankness  to  the  ridicule 
and  san^asm  of  one  of  his  countrymen  (Courtenayf), 

•  Horace  \Viilpole's  ssgucitj  in  imniedialely  foreseeing  the  riiault  ul'thb 
iiniirudciicc  upoD  Ffood't  fiiture  reputation,  is  not  a  tiltlc  rcnurkabk. 
He  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford.  December  11. 1783  :— "  Mr.  •  •  • 
(Flood),  the  pillar  of  InTcctivc,  dow  not  promise  to  rr-ercct  it  (tlie 
chfcrscler  of  PiirliBmeQt)~not,  I  conclude,  from  vapt  of  ImviDi;  imported 
a  Mock  of  ingredients,  but  his  presumptuous  dSbut  on  the  very  night  of 
his  entr;  wm  ko  wretched,  and  delivered  in  «o  barbarous  a  brogue,  that 
I  qaettion  whclher  he  will  ever  rccoTCr  the  blow  Mr.  Courtnay  gave 
him.  A  young  man  may  correct  aod  improve,  and  rise  froni  a  flrst  lidl ; 
Iwt  an  elderly  formed  speaker  hns  not  an  eqiuil  chance."— iVimft-  Cor- 
rttpondface,  vol.  iv.  p.  357,     1820. 

t  Well  known  in  the  political  and  literary  societies  of  London.  He 
had  been  in  tbc  army;  Aflcr»ards  held  office  in  Ireland  nmlcr  the  Marquis 
of  Town)>hend ;  also  under  ^Miig administrations  in  England;  mostly  in 
Parliament.      lie  wrote  A   Poelical  Seriric  of  Ihr  Literary  'iiid  Moivl 
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who  concluded  tho  debate  by  telliog  the  House, 
among  other  severe  things,  that  hero  was  an  honour- 
able member  who  by  his  own  confession  had  just 
arrived  from  violent  party  contentions  in  his  own 
country,  and  now,  without  the  loss  of  an  hour, 
exerted  all  his  powers  to  embroil  the  senate  of 
another ! 

From  whatever  cause,  his  advent  became  a  failure. 
This — and  perhaps  the  conviction  that  he  stood  alone 
in  the  House  unconnected  with  either  party  — may 
have  repressed  future  exertion  save  on  important 
occasions.  Tnese  were  chiefly  the  Irish  propositions, 
French  commercial  treaty,  and  reform  in  Parliament. 
Upon  the  latter  he  had  previously  laboured  in  Ireland, 
and  Fox  now  pronounced  his  present  measure  the 
best  yet  proposed  on  that  subject.  On  all  these,  his 
speeches  were  as  good,  his  vigour  and  ingenuity  as 
great,  and  liis  political  views  such  as  he  had  usually 
professed.  But  the  claim  of  perfect  independence  of 
all  party  ties  left  him,  as  may  be  supposed,  without 
supporters  from  cither. 

Without  doubt,  he  was  one  of  the  ablest  men  which 
Ireland  had  produced— learned,  acute,  logical,  earnest, 
and  bold ;  his  manner  in  debate  perhaps  more  slow 
and  sententious  than  is  usual  in  England.  As  a 
statesman  of  general  powers,  he  was  often  mentioned 
by  Curran  as  far  superior  to  Grattan.*  He  was 
probably  self-willed,  difficult  to  manage,  desirous  to 

Chanxter  0/ Dr.  Jolirumi,  and  other  worka.  Became  a  great  friend  of 
Maione,  though  their  politics  after  the  French  Revolution  differed 
essentially. 

•  So  I  have  been  told  by  my  late  eminent  friend,  Cliarles  Phillipi, 
to  whom  Cumn  often  spoke  of  him  with  high  praiK. 
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think  on  all  things  for  himself.  Something  of  this 
escapes  in  defence  of  his  tenure  of  the  ^ice-treasurer- 
ship  against  the  invective  of  Grattan :  "  I  felt  myself 
a  man  of  too  much  situation  to  be  a  mere  placeman. 
If  not  a  minister  to  serve  my  country,  I  would  not  be 
a  mere  tool  of  salary.  What  was  the  consequence  ? 
I  voted  with  government  in  matters  where  they  were 
clearly  right,  and  against  them  in  matters  of  im- 
portance where  they  were  clearly  wrong.  In  questions 
of  little  moment  I  did  not  vote  at  all." 

He  n-as  transplanted,  too,  at  tifty,  when  new  roots 
are  difficult  to  strike.  Ho  saw  the  scene  occupied  by 
men  of  vast  abilities  whom  he  could  not  expect  to 
surpass  or  displace.  He  had  been  a  leader,  and  could 
not  gracefully  descend  to  the  condition  of  subor- 
dinate. Or  he  may  have  refused  to  modify  those 
opinions  which,  having  long  enunciated  as  truths  in 
Ireland,  he  could  not  now  unsay,  however  at  variance 
with  the  larger  and  clearer  views  of  another — and  it 
must  be  admitted  superior — assemblage  of  statesmen. 
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Correspondence  with  Flood — Sceoiid  Appt-ndix  to  Shnkspeare — Prepares 
to  become  Editor — Horace  'Walpole — Bidhop  Percy — Goldsmith — 
Sleevens^Elevation  of  his  Brother  to  the  Peerage — Boswcll — John 
Kemble — AValpole  and  Roiisseiiu — Lord  Charleniont, 

Such  was  the  friend  upon  whom  Malone  had  some 
time  previously  ventured  to  try  his  skill  in  political 
negotiation.  Who  the  original  prompter  was  on  this 
occasion  does  not  appear.  Perhaps  Burke,  also  an  old 
friend  of  Flood;  perhaps  indirectly  Windham,  just 
nominated  Irish  Secretary,  likewise  a  friend  of  Burke 
and  Malone,  although  the  latter  had  not  seen  him 
since  his  accession  to  office.  But  the  letter  implies 
some — although  indirect — authority  for  the  proposal. 

Luitdoa,  April  '24l/i,  1783. 

Queen  Anne  Street  Etut. 

Dear  Flood — You  ivUl  jirobablj,  before  you  receive  this 
letter,  have  heard  that  Lord  Northington  is  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Windham,  of  Norfolk  (not 
Lord  Egreingnt's  brother),  a  gentleman  of  good  fortune,  his 
secretary. 

This  new  appointment  ia  the  occasion  of  taking  up  my  pen 
at  present  for  the  purpose  of  asking  you  whether  you  mean 
to  come  to  England  shortly,  or  have  any  wish  or  intention  to 
Ibrm  any  part  of  tlie  new  administration  iu  the  next  session 
in  Ireland.  I  trouble  you  with  these  inquiries,  nol  from  idle 
curiosity,  but  because  1  um  well,  though  not  oJiciaUt/,  iu- 
formed  that  the  new  Government  is  thoroughly  impressed 
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I  A  sense  uf  }'our  impurtiuicc ;  and,  of  cimrse,  I  should 
think,  would  wish  to  make  ao  arrangemeut  tbat  should  be 
the  means  of  obtaining  your  friciiiUhip  and  assistance. 

1  shall  not  enlarge  fiirthei'  on  this  business  till  I  hear  from 
you  what  your  intentions  or  wishes  an;.  Among  other  things 
that  I  have  renson  to  believe  are  attninable,  I  have  great 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  office  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  may  bo  vacated ;  and  if  any  office  is  an  object  to 
you,  I  take  it  tor  granted  that  must  he  one. 

It  is  so  long  since  I  have  seen  you  that  I  am  entirely 
ignorant  whether  such  an  office  or  any  other  is  at  present  an 
object  of  your  wishes ;  and  I  am  also  aware  that  you  may 
have  particular  reasons  for  not  choosing  to  disclose  your 
intentions  to  any  one.  I  request,  therefore,  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  communicate  or  withhold  your  thoughts  from  me 
on  this  subject,  as  you  please.  If  you  tliink  tit  to  employ 
me,  I  think  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  put  things  in  such  a 
train  as  will  be  agreeable  to  yon:  and  you  know  there  are 
occasions  in  which  a  middle-man  b  a  useful  one. 

Yon  will,  I  am  sure,  readily  believe  that  I  have  no  other 
object  or  interest  in  this  business  but  doing  you,  and  the 
public  at  the  same  time,  a  service.  I  must,  however,  once 
more  repeat  that  what  I  ^vrite  is  neither  at  the  desire  nor 
even  with  the  knowledge  of  any  person  concerned  in  Govern- 
ment ;  hut  is  merely  in  consequence  of  my  |tutting  together 
a  number  of  things  that  have  lately  fallen  within  my  private 
observation,  and  in  which  I  think  I  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Mr.  Windham,  the  new  secretary,  is  an  acquaintance  of 
mine,  but  I  have  not  seen  him  since  his  new  appoint- 
ment. He  is  a  man  of  strict  honour,  and  does  not  go  to 
Ireland  with  any  view  to  emolnment,  it  being  with  great 
difficulty  he  wna  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  his  present 
employment. 

I  am  doubtful  where  you  are  at  present,  but  will  direct  to 
Dublin.  I  wish  either  business  or  inclination  led  you  a  little 
more  to  this  part  of  the  world;  being,  my  dear  Flood,  with 
perfect  truth. 

Your  smcerely  affectionate 

Enuoitn  M alone. 
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The  voice  of  the  charmer  to  office — how  rare  is 
such  a  result ! — sounded  in  vain.  Quite  as  powerless 
was  that  of  his  former  tutor,  Archhishop  Markham, 
the  following  week ;  vet  he  wrote  avowedly  from 
personal  communication  with  Lord  Northington, 
that  any  position  selected  hy  Mr.  Flood  should  not 
he  withheld.  Why  he  declined  can  only  he  conjec- 
tured. Perhaps  an  impression  of  the  instability  of 
Ministry — that  a  weight  evidently  forced  upon  the 
Boyal  shoulders  would  be  thrown  oflP  at  the  first 
fitting  moment,  and  he  necessarily  as  part  of  the 
burden.  By  the  reply,  it  appears  he  could  not  have 
accepted  his  former  office : — 

Fantiley,  near  KiOieniig,  Mng  Sth,  1783. 

Dear  Malonb — I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the 
24tli  of  April,  and  am  equally  concenied  that  we  are  not 
oftener  together.  I  attempted  your  door  last  sninmer  when 
I  was  in  London. 

I  have  been  a  friend  to  Irish  rights  to  the  best  of  my  poor 
power,  it  13  true,  and  upon  the  fiurest  grounds.  Some 
people  said  it  was  to  recover  my  office,  which  I  could  have 
kept  had  that  been  an  object.  The  late  suspense  with  renpect 
to  one  of  those  appointments  revived  this  tale,  and  I  never 
thought  it  wortli  my  while  to  tell  diem  what  I  said  long 
since  to  Mr.  Eden,  viz.,  that  if  I  were  dismissed  from  the 
vice-treasurership,  I  never  should  resume  it  I  will  keep  my 
word ;  I  am  apt  to  do  it.  At  the  same  time  I  am  sincerely 
disposed  to  English  Government  This  you  will  readily 
believe  who  know  my  principles  and  my  situation,  neither 
of  which  I  will  abandon.  They  are  above  vulgar  faction 
and  vulvar  ambition.  I  was  suggested  into  office  on  higher 
motives.  I  embraced  administration  with  an  unsuspecting 
credulity.  I  felt  it  was  tlieir  interest  to  act  as  they  spoke; 
but  I  found  myself  deceived.  I  do  not  know  the  author  or 
motive  to  this.     You  know  the  consequence. 

~  take  your  communication  to  be  precisely  such  as  you 
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state.     I  have  nn  immediate  inducement  to  go  to  England ; 
&nd,  if  you  liave  none  to  come  to  Ireland,  let  us  at  least 
correspond.     I  am  perfectly   assured  of  your  good  wishes, 
and  I  flatter  myself  you  are  eq^ualiy  bo  of  mine. 
I  am,  dear  Malone, 
Yours  faithfally  and  affectionately, 
Henkt  Flood. 
You  write  to  me  as  if  I  waa  a  Privy  Councillor.' 

Two  notes  succeed  this,  one  in  June,  in  which  the 
classics  take  their  turn ;  another  in  November,  in 
which  hints  arc  dropped  of  the  little  familiarity  in 
Ireland  with  the  less  prominent  shades  of  Knglish 
politics.  Nor  was  England  better  informed  of  the 
tendencies  of  her  weaker  sister.  So  marked  was 
their  little  familiarity  with  each  other,  or  so  impru- 
dent the  policy  pursued  in  the  face  of  passing  events, 
that  a  stranger  might  have  doubted  whether  both 
were  members  of  the  same  kingdom.  Such  mis- 
takes and  misapprehensions  are  unavoidable  with  two 
Parliaments  sitting  in  two  divisions  of  one  empire  ; — 
"  A  thousand  thanks  for  your  literary  selections.  I 
am  still  better  pleased  that  we  are  to  meet  this 
summer  in  Ireland.  That  implies  of  necessity  a 
visit  to  Farmlcy,  which  will  open  all  its  doors  to 
you.  For  fear,  however,  of  being  seduced  to  Dublin 
or  AVestmeath,  I  counsel  the  road  of  South  Wales, 
Milford,  and  Waterford  to  you.  I  mentioned  in  my 
letter  another  translation  of  Euripides,  lately  adver- 
tised, of  which,  however,  I  have  never  heard  any  cha- 
racter, and  I  suppose  by  your  silence  it  deserves  none. 
England  exhibits  at  present  a  strange  scene  to  one  at 
*  It  will  be  remembered  he  had  been  struck  off  tlie  list  of  both 
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a  distance  trom  it.     I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to 
judge  very  decisively  on  it  for  that  reason." 

Soon  after  the  puhtication  of  the  supplement  to 
Shakspeai'e  in  1780.  he  saw  cause  for  various  emenda- 
tions, and  followed  it  up  by  an  appendix.  In  the  spring 
of  this  year  (17S3)  came  out  ^  Second  Appendix  tfi 
Mr.  Mahme's  Sujtpkmntt  to  the  last  Edition  of  the 
Plays  of  Shaksppiire.  This  extends  to  nearly  seventy 
pages:  reference  is  always  made  tu  "Mr.  Steevens' 
last  excellent  edition  of  1778  ;"  and  it  is  introduced 
by  a  passage  from  Roscommon,  whose  critical  advice 
seems  to  have  been  ever  present  to  his  mind — 

"  Take  paiai  the  genuine  meaning  to  explore; 
There  Bweat.  there  strain  ;  tog  the  laborious  oar; 
Searcli  every  eoinnient  that  your  care  can  finil : 
Some  here,  some  there,  may  hit  the  poet's  luind. 
When  tbings  appear  unnaturatand  hard. 
Consult  your  author  with  himself  compiii'cd." 

The  fact  communicated  to  him  by  Steevens  himself 
of  having  ceased  to  be  a  commentator,  led  to  the  wish 
of  supplying  the  vacant  place.  Such  necessity  he 
probably  conceived  to  exist  some  time  before,  but 
about  this  period  the  design  was  finally  formed.  In 
August  he  had  occasion  to  write  to  Mr.  Nichols,  the 
zealous  and  intelligent  editor  of  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine,  on  other  literary  points,  and  requests  that 
he  may  be  announced  as  "  preparing  a  new  edition 
of  Shakspeare,  with  select  notes  from  all  the  com- 
mentators." He  adds — "  I  am  just  preparing  to  set 
out  for  Ireland  for  a  few  months.  My  address  there 
is  Baronston,  MuUingar." 

No  details  of  this  jouruey,  which  we  have  seen  was 
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likewise  announced  to  Flood,  appear  among  such  of 
his  papers  as  I  have  personally  examined,  or  are 
noticed  in  remains  found  elsewhere.  This  may  be 
explained  by  their  extensive  dispersion  in  book  and 
autograph  sales.  But  probably  it  may  have  been 
postponed ;  unless  some  rumour  reached  him  ihat 
in  the  literary  office  in  which  ho  had  engaged,  cer- 
tain stores  of  antiquity  were  likely  to  be  forthcoming 
in  some  of  its  historical  recesses. 

In  17H4  the  journal  of  anecdotes  commences  liy 
noting  a  conversation  with  Horace  Walpole,  who 
repeats  in  some  of  his  letters  what  he  also  freely 
communicated  in  personal  intercourse.  To  Straw- 
!>crry  HSU  were  taken  such  of  Malnne's  friends  as  were 
desirous  of  viewing  its  rarities ;  but  the  fastidious 
o«*ner,  with  the  whim  inherent  in  the  man,  would 
admit  only  four  persons  in  a  party,  although  gratified 
by  the  general  curiosity  to  examine  its  contents. 

For  this  regulation  h«  apologizes  in  a  note  to 
Malone  written  in  the  spring.  Her  Royal  Highness 
tlio  Princess  Amelia,  he  says,  was  graciously  pleased  to 
assent  to  it  as  reasonable,  although  some  proposed 
visitors  were  to  come  froni  her  house.  But  "lie  will 
willingly  send  Mr.  Malone  three  tickets  for  four  each 
for  any  day  after  next  Monday." 

One  of  his  visits  to  the  owner  of  this  classical 
abode  drew  forth  a  few  anecdotes  of  his  father,  which 
appeared  to  be  as  well  remembered  as  pleasantly  told 
by  the  son. 

"  Having  called  on  Mr.  Walpole  this  morning 
(March  30th,  17^4),  I  took  occasion  to  mention 
L-ord  Ilardivickc's  new  work,  entitled  H'alpolinn'i,  a 


small  quarto,  containing  some  anecdotes  relative  to 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  of  which  I  believe  only  a  few 
copies  were  printed  for  his  friends.  They  have  not 
been  published.  Mr.  Walpole  said  it  was  a  very 
extraordinar}'  performance,  and  he  wondered  much 
that  a  nobleman  who  lived  so  near  the  time  would 
send  forth  anj'thing  so  imperfect  and  inaccurate, 
when  ho  might  so  easily  have  obtained  better  infor- 
mation. 

"This  account  (he  said)  of  Sir  Robert's  becoming 
Minister  to  George  11.  was  entirely  erroneous.  The 
truth  of  the  matter,  Mr.  Walpole  said,  was  as  fol- 
lows : — On  the  death  of  George  I.,  Sir  Robert,  who 
was  then  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  went  to  the 
Prince,  at  Richmond,  to  announce  the  event.  He 
knew  he  was  no  favourite  there  (Sir  Robert  having 
attached  himself  to  George  I.,  between  whom  and 
his  son  there  was  a  quarrel),  though  he  believed 
the  Princess  (afterwards  Queen  Caroline)  very  well 
inclined  to  him.  As  soon  as  admitted,*  and  he  told 
the  new  King  what  had  occurred,  he  further  informed 
his  Majesty  that  the  first  thing  necessary  to  do  was 
to  assemble  the  Privy  Council,  and  to  make  a  speech 
to  them.  Sir  Robert  then  asked  him  who  should 
draw  it  up,  or,  in  other  words,  who  was  to  be  his 
prime  minister?  The  King  desired  him  to  apply 
to  Sir  Spencer  Couipton  (afterwards  Lord  Wilming- 
ton), the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Sir 
Robert  accordingly  did  so.  Sir  Spencer,  a  few  hours 
afterwards  calling  upon  Sir  Robert,  honestly  owned 

•  Sir  Roljcrt  went  to  Richmond  with  such  speed  Ihitt  he  killed  two  of 
hJB  co&ch-borseB  by  fatigue. 
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that  he  could  not  draw  up  a  proper  speech,  and 
requested  Walpole's  assistance,  which  the  latter  good- 
naturedly  gave  him.  Wlien  this  matter  came  to  be 
known,  Queen  Caroline  urged  to  the  King  how  very 
improper  it  was  to  make  any  one  his  prime  minister, 
who  so  far  from  being  equal  to  the  office  was  forced 
to  seek  assistance  from  the  very  person  whom  he  was 
about  to  displace.  The  King,  struck  by  the  observa- 
tion, continued  Sir  Robert  in  his  old  station. 

"  Having  got  upon  this  subject,  I  expressed  my 
suprise  to  Mr.  Walpolc  that  he  had  not  himself 
given  the  world  some  memoirs  of  his  father's  life  and 
times.  He  said  that,  at  the  time  hia  father  was 
principally  concerned  in  the  administration  of  affairs, 
he  was  at  college  or  abroad ;  that  he  came  home 
about  the  year  1740  or  1741 ;  that  Sir  Robert  died 
about  three  years  afterwards ;  and  at  that  time  of 
life  he  tronbled  himself  very  little  in  inquiring  after 
such  historical  anecdotes,  &c.  If,  therefore,  he  un- 
dertook the  task  at  all,  he  must  rely  on  the  infor- 
mation of  others.  Independent  however  of  this,  ho 
thought  the  world  would  be  little  inclined  to  pay 
attention  to  what  a  son  should  say  of  his  father.  All 
liis  statements  would  he  deemed  coloured  and  partial; 
even  where  he  should  bo  most  simple  and  nearest  to 
the  truth. 

"  He  proceeded  to  mention  a  singular  anecdote 
of  Dr.  Kippis,  editor  of  the  new  edition  of  the 
Biographia  Brifunnicn.  Mr.  Walpole  in  his  Roi/al 
and  Noble  Authors  had  said  of  that  work,  that  '  it 
ought  rather  to  be  called  Viyidivat'to  Britmuiica,  for 
that  it  was  a  general  panegjTic  upon  everybody.' 
i2 
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In  an  additional  note  to  the  new  edition,  Dr.  Kippis, 
quoting  this  passage,  added,  '  that  whenever  the 
editors  should  come  in  the  course  of  the  new  pub- 
Ucation  to  the  article  of  his  father,  Sir  Eobert,  lie 
might  probably  find  that  the  work  was  not  a  pane- 
gyric upon  everybody.'  Notwithstanding,  however, 
this  threat.  Dr.  Kippis  a  few  days  ago  waited  on 
Mr.  W.,  with  whom  he  had  no  acquaintance,  to 
request  he  would  furnish  the  new  work  with  his 
father's  life.  He  replied,  that  he  certainly  should 
not,  giving  the  reasons  he  assigned  to  me  that  he 
should  trust  his  father's  memory  to  the  justice  of 
posterity.  If,  however,  when  Dr.  Kippis  had  drawn 
up  his  account  he  would  lay  it  before  hira,  should  any- 
thing be  grossly  misstated,  he  should  point  out  such 
mistakes,  but  not  go  a  step  further.' 

"Among  the  anecdotes  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
I  wonder  the  following  should  not  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Lord  Uardwicke.  In  the  height  of 
Pultney'a  opposition,  an  old  gentleman  had  con- 
stantly voted  with  the  minister,  and  often  attended 
hia  levee  ;  but  never  asked  him  for  any  favour.  Sir 
Robert,  who  was  plagued  with  daily  solicitations,  felt 
some  surprise  at  this,  and  at  length  observed  to 
him  that  he  was  much  obliged  by  his  support,  and 
should  he  happy  to  know  how  he  could  serve  him. 
The  other  replied,  that  he  wanted  nothing.  Sir 
Robert,  who  believed  every  man  acted  from  interested 
motives,  exclaimed,  *  How  then,  my  dear  sir,  cornea 
it  to  pass  that  I  am  honoured  with  you~  "■*"—" 
"  Why,  I'll  tell  you,"  said  the  o' ' 
have  lived  a  great  deal  in  fi 
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arbitrary  government  prevails.  I  hold  such  a 
(jovernment  to  be  the  best  that  ever  was  devised; 
and  all  your  measures  appear  to  me  admirably  well 
calculated  to  render  this  Government  arbitrary,  and 
the  king  at  the  head  of  it  despotic.  On  this  prin- 
ciple, as  long  as  ever  you  continue  minister,  you  may 
rely  upon  my  voice,' 

"  I  heard  this  story  many  years  ago,  and  mention- 
ing it  long  since  to  Mr.  Andrew  Stewart  (author  of 
the  admirable  letters  to  Lord  Mansfield),  he  said  it 
^vag  certainly  true;  and  that  the  gentleman  was  a 
Scotchman,  a  Mr.  Falkiner,  of  Selkirk,  as  well  as 
I  recollect." 


The  literary  club  cemented  sincere  friendship  with 
Dr.  Percy,  Bishop  of  Dromore,  familiar  to  students  of 
old  verse  by  Reliques  of  Ancient  Eiiglisk  Poetry.  Fre- 
quent correspondence  ensued  and  continued  through 
life,  even  when  the  Bishop  becoming  blind  was  obliged 
to  employ  the  pen  of  another.  Literature  formed  the 
usual  topic — dear  to  both  in  old  books,  editions,  plays, 
ballads,  fragments  of  criticism  on  the  older  writers, 
inquiries  as  to  the  new,  loans  of  what  the  other  did 
not  possess,  and  of  course  emendations  of  Shakspeare. 
"  As  I  shall  soon  have  an  opportunity,"  writes  the 
prelate  in  Februar)*,  1/^5,  "of  having  a  parcel  of 
books  sent  me  from  London,  if  you  have  no  particular 
wish  to  retain  the  second  edition  folio  of  Shakspeare 
longer  (otherwise  I  withdraw  my  request),  I  should 
be  much  obliged  if  you  would  bo  pleased  to  send  it 
well  packed  up,  directed  for  me." 

The  same  letter  gives  a  snrn-  picture  of  diiBculties 
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in  the  culture  of  literature  in  Ireland.  He  always 
writes  with  a  species  of  enthusiasm  of  the  "  Cluh" — 
the  enjoyment  he  derived  from  it,  asks  what  new 
members  have  joined,  desires  rememhi-ancc  to  the  old 
— and  rarely  forgets  to  conclude  with,  "  Esto  per- 
peti/a !  "  "  In  this  remote  part  of  the  kingdom, 
nothing  would  afford  me  a  higher  gratification  than 
to  he  honoured  with  a  few  lines  from  you  or  any 
other  of  my  good  friends,  to  infoim  me  what  is  doing 
in  the  literary  world ;  of  which  I  can  seldom  obtain 
intelligence  sooner  than  it  might  reach  to  the  East 
Indies.  How  is  the  Clulj  attended?  What  names 
have  been  added  to  it?  These  questions  I  am  tempted 
to  trouble  you  with,  though  sensible  that  your  time 
may  be  better  employed.  But  my  obligations  will  be 
the  greater." 

Accident  occasionally  enabled  the  Bishop  to  return 
something  in  the  way  of  anecdote.  One  of  these 
relates  to  Swift.  It  is  characteristic  of  that  eccentric 
and  scarcely  intelligible  man,  whose  conduct  even 
when  kind  always  differed  from  that  of  others  in 
the  mode  of  displaying  it.  I  have  not  seen  the  story 
elsewhere,  and  therefore  transfer  it  to  a  note  for  the 
amusement  of  the  reader.* 

*  "  I  was  exceedingly  a^loiiisbcd  at  what  you  told  tne  concerning  the 
charge  bruuglit  by  Dr.  Calder  at  tliis  late  day  ugftinst  Dean  Swift,  aod 
thought  with  you  it  vu  most  incredible  and  absurd.  And  yet,  yetlerdsy, 
chance  procured  me  an  unexpected  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  it. 

"At  Droiuore  church  appeared  a  genteel  clergyman,  a  stranger.  I  in- 
vited him  to  dine  with  me.  After  dinner  he  said  he  posscflBcd  the  prebend 
in  the  B4Joiniiig  diocese  of  Connor,  which  was  the  first  ecclesiastical  pre- 
ferment  of  .Swift — the  prebend  and  parish  of  KUrtiot — which  he  was  be- 
lieved tu  have  held  with  another  small  vicarage  called  Magiera  Moron 
in  the  same  diocese  and  near  Kilroot.  He  told  me  that  when  Swift  came 
to  take  potsesaion  of  these  two  benefices  given  or  procured  him  by  Lord 
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Another  object  now  occupied  the  Bishop,  which 
furnished  several  letters  to  Malone.  This  was  to  col- 
lect— or  to  make  others  do  so — materials  for  a  Memoir 
of  Ootdsmith  to  prefix  to  an  edition  of  his  works. 
Of  this  tedious  operation,  occupying  no  less  than 
sixteen  years,  I  have  given  the  history  elsewhere.* 
The  aim  was  to  benefit  the  poorer  relatives  of  his  old 
friend.  He  had  aheady  given  them  occasional  sup- 
plies drawn  from  various  quarters ;  but  being  indis- 
posed to  biograpliical  labour  himself,  or  deeming  it 
inconsistent  with  high  ecclesiastical  fmictions,  he 
turned  over  the  duty  at  different  periods  to  four  or 
five  other  persons.  Their  united  inquiries  passing 
from  hand  to  hand  from  1785  till  1801,  furnished  at 
length  but  the  loose  elements  of  a  life,  mainly  from 
the  personal  reL-ollectiona  of  his  lordship,  and  such 
anecdotes  as  his  birthplace  and  relatives  could  very 
inadequately  supply.f 
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Cupd,  about  Ki'ii  or  Wii,  lie,  ivUh  that  odd  humour  that  always  djs- 
tmgQubed  him,  catered  (fac  houae  of  a  neighbouring  vicar,  a  K£r.  Winder, 
and  without  ccremonj  took  up  his  quarters  there,  living  with  him  a  whole 
year  without  offering  payment  for  his  board,  &c.  He  at  last  took  French 
leave,  nor  did  liis  host  know  whither  he  had  gone,  till  he  rceeived  a  letter 
iVom  bim  rrom  Dublin,  saying  he  had  rengned  the  vicarage  and  procured 
the  pre«entation  of  it  for  him.  This  anecdote  the  relator  told  me  he 
bad  from  a  near  relation  of  Mr.  Winder's,  who  outlived  Swift  thirty 
yeart,  and  died  at  Liaburu  at  an  advanced  age  in  177i  or  1773."  Here 
(bUowi  the  Btory  of  the  alleged  attempt  of  Swift  to  commit  a  rape  in  his 
parish,  brought  forward  by  Dr.  Calder ;  but  which,  upon  minute  inves- 
tigation, turned  out  an  idle  rumour.  The  reftitation  is  in  the  OenSemarit 
Magazine  for  1790.  p.  189. 

•  Vtti&ixto  Life  of  UoliL,milh,-2  vols.  8vo,  1837. 

+  Thia  imperfect  tribute  to  the  genius  of  the  poet  could  not  be  deemed 
aatiafkctory  to  luiy  of  hia  admirers.  One  of  bis  townsmen  (Reverend 
John  Graham,  late  rector  of  Tamlaghtard  in  the  diocese  of  Derry). 
also  a  poet  and  friend  of  the  writer  of  the  present  work,  su^estcd  to  Wm 
to  furniBb,  if  possible,  a  full  and  Batiflfattory  biography,  with  snch  circura- 
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The  year  1785  seeras  to  be  a  blank  in  his  record 
of  anecdotes.  He  was,  however,  diligent  in  pursuit 
of  notations  on  the  text  of  Shakspeare ;  and  among 
others  beard  that  Horace  Walpolc,  then  ill  of  the  gout 
in  Berkeley  Square,  indulged  his  taste  that  way.  To 
an  application  for  the  favour  of  their  perusal,  be  re- 
plies in  February :  "  They  are  at  Strawberry  Hill, 
and  till  he  removes  thither  they  cannot  be  got  at,  but 
as  soon  as  that  can  bo  done  he  will  look  them  out  and 
send  them  to  Mr.  Malone," 

Some  misunderstanding  of  the  rules  enforced  in 
visiting  his  country  retreat  drew  forth  another  letter 
of  explanation  to  Jfalone,  on  the  annoyances  given 
and  experienced  by  sight-seers.  A  show-house  is  not 
always  a  comfortable  possession.  Visitors  sometimes 
expect  their  curiositv  to  be  gratified  even  against 
rules ;  the  owner,  that  his  regulations  shall  be  ob- 
served. If  good  nature  prompt  him  to  oblige  a  few, 
offence  will  prohahy  be  taken  by  the  many  ;  and  cen- 
sure rather  than  praise  be  the  result  of  an  accom- 
modating disposition.     Of  the  discontented  spirit  of 

Btuiccs  M  time  had  revealed,  and  inquirj  sltould  trace  during  a  career 
much  of  trhich  remained  little  known.  The  proposal  was  adopted.  I 
made  cxcunions  to  bin  native  spot  ^  to  Athlone,  Ballymahon.  Longford, 
and  their  vicinities,  wJiere  relations  were  found  who  contributed  a  variety 
of  original  matter.  In  Dublin  and  London  equal  diligence  discovered 
much  more.  Several  letters,  occasional  verses,  essays,  prefaces,  tracts, 
introductionB,  agreements  with  booksellers  were  found ;  added  to  billi  of 
board  and  lodgings,  tailors'  bills,  Milh  tbc  prices  received  for  copyrights 
and  various  small  performances.  Several  things  not  known  to  be  his, 
amounting  to  more  than  fills  an  octavo  volume,  and  printed  in  my 
edition  of  his  works,  1837, 1  first  discovered.  Others  of  doubtful  origin 
were  ascertained.  In  short,  I  found  a  loose  sketch  ofs  life,  of  something 
more  than  a  hundred  pages;  and  by  lealous  research  added  nearly  a 
Ihousand  more  of  original  matter.  I  sfiajl  not  here  allude  to  the  un- 
warrantable piracies  to  which  all  its  contents,  without  exceptiou,  have 
been  subjectnl. 
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feighbours  he  gives  a  sketch  in  the  letter  alluded  to, 
which  is  in  a  somewhat  formal  style; — 

Siraieherry  Hill,  July  10,  1783. 

I  am  much  obligi>d  to  you,  sir,  for  the  favour  of  your  letter, 
lo  which  I  was  extremely  sorry  to  have  given  any  occasion,  and 
of  which  I  beg  you  will  give  me  leave  to  send  you  tliis  account. 

I  live  here  in  bo  iiumeroiis  and  gossiping  a  neighbourhood, 
that  I  am  nol  only  tormented  daily  by  applications  for  tickets, 
but  several  persona  have  (juan'clled  with  me  for  not  comply- 
ing with  then*  demands,  Nay,  I  have  received  letters  re- 
}iroacln'ng  mo  with  indulghig  some  of  my  particular  fi-iends 
with  a  greater  latitude  than  four ;  for  they  arc  so  idle  as  to 
valch  and  count  the  carriages  at  my  gate.  The  veiy  day 
yim  was  liere  last,  sir,  a  gentleman  and  his  wife,  who  came 
from  a  neighbour's,  were  in  the  house,  and  I  knew  would 
report  that  I  had  admitted  six,  if  the  carriages  were  seen ; 
and  yet,  out  of  regard  to  you,  air,  I  could  not  ihink  of  dia- 
appouiting  your  friends.  You  was  extremely  good  to  favour 
ine ;  and  I  hope,  by  this  relation,  will  see  Low  much  I  am 
distressed,  though  very  desirous  of  obliging.  As  numbers 
come  lo  see  my  house  whoso  names  I  do  not  even  know,  I 
must  limit  the  number,  and  I  oflFend  if  I  break  my  rule. 
Therefore,  last  yeiu-,  I  printed  those  rules,  and  now  should 
give  still  gi'eater  offence  if  I  did  not  adhere  to  them  ;  while 
the  only  advantage  that  accrues  to  myself  is  that  myevenings 
are  free,  and  that  I  keep  the  month  of  October  for  myself. 

]  beg  your  pai'don,  sir,  for  troubling  you  with  this  detail, 
but  it  was  due  to  yom-  politeness,  and  will,  I  hope,  convince 
you  that  I  am,  sir,  i&c.  &c. 

Hitherto  Steevens  and  Malone  had  gone  on  welt 
together ;  hut  in  the  edition  of  Shakspcare  super- 
intended by  Isaac  Keed  which  appeared  about  this 
time,  Malone  had  inserted  some  notes  which  contro- 
verted a  few  by  Steevens,  and  gave  offence.  The 
latter  wrote  to  hira,  desiring  they  should  be  retained 
in  their  then  state  whenever  his  own  edition  should 
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appear,  and  ho  would  reply  to  them.  This  Malone 
declined  to  promise,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  in 
his  future  book  to  alter  or  expunge  anything  of  his 
own  that  further  consideration  should  deem  erro- 
neous. But  he  should  transmit  to  him  such  altera- 
tions before  they  went  to  press — that  Mr.  Steevens 
should  have  the  privilege  of  answering  them,  which 
he  (Malone)  would  print  without  reply.  This  very 
fair  arrangement,  with  characteristic  irritability,  was 
declined.  Thenceforward,  the  offended  commeutator 
SBJd,  all  intercourse  on  the  subject  of  Shakspeare 
should  cease.  It  has  been  stated  that  among  all  the 
friendships  of  Steevens,  not  one  but  those  of  Dr. 
Farmer  and  Isaac  Reed  continued  uninterrupted. 

In  June  1785,  lie  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
his  brother  raised  to  the  Irish  Peerage  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Sunderlin  of  Lake  Sunderlin  in  Westmeath. 
Richard  had  been  many  years  in  Parliament.  So 
were  several  of  the  family  during  the  preceding  half 
century.  Their  general  character  stood  high;  they 
had  filled  some  important  positions ;  and  the  honour 
now  conferred  evinced  desire  to  repair  the  injustice 
shown  to  one  of  the  number,  the  eminent  Anthonv, 
by  dismission  from  high  office  for  voting  patriotically, 
and  as  it  afterwards  appeared  strictly  constitution- 
ally, against  hasty  measures  of  the  Irish  Ministry. 
The  nephew  already  inherited  the  estate,  and  Baron- 
ston,  the  mansion  of  his  uncle ;  and  at  length  now 
gfuned  what  should  have  been  the  title  of  the  latter. 
He  had  married  in  17/8,  Philippa,  elder  daughter 
of  Godolpbin  Rooper,  Esq.,  of  Berkhamstead. 

With  Joseph  and  Thomas  Warton  he  kept  up  a 
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brisk  correspondence  during  the  year.  Their  topics, 
as  usual,  literary  and  antitiuarian — old  poets,  plays, 
interludes,  epitaphs,  sonnets,  Venus  and  Adonis, 
Marlowe,  Milton,  Lord  Southampton,  and  Shak- 
spearc.  How  warmly  to  such  thiiij,'s  yearns  the 
heart  of  an  intelligent  antiquary  1 

In  this  year  likewise  (  1785)  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
making  a  new  acquaintance, — vei-y  soon  transformed 
into  a  friend.  This  was  Boswell ;  and  the  place  of 
meeting  no  less  appropriate — Baldwin's  printing-office 
while  examining  a  proof-sheet  of  the  Tout  to  the 
Hebrides.  An  intimacy  ensued,  which  like  most  of 
the  critic's  friendships  continued  midisturhed  through 
life,  though  faults  and  follies  scarcely  attempted  to  he 
concealed  impaired  respect  for  his  new  companion. 
To  many  the  now  renowned  hiographer  appeared 
then  a  jumble  of  contradictions — sense  and  nonsense, 
shrewdness  and  good  humour,  cunning  and  simpli- 
city, vanity,  yet  with  kindness  and  generosity  ;  a  tone 
of  flattery  to  the  great  in  order  to  make  way  in  the 
world,  combined  with  feelings  of  rectitude  [and  firm 
regard  to  truth  in  biographical  statements.  Few 
gave  hira  crodit  during  life  for  the  talents  ho  really 
possessed.  He  puzzled  even  Dr.  Jolinson,  who  while 
in  Scotland  wrote  of  his  companion  "  that  he  pos- 
sessed better  faculties  than  I  had  imagined," 

The  devotion  shown  to  the  great  moralist  has  per- 
haps tended  to  diminish  the  respect  due  to  the  writer 
of  his  life.  He  made  him  almost  too  sincerely  the  hero 
of  worship;  never  for  a  moment  swerved  from  his  alle- 
giance; sought  hira  at  all  hours;  evinced  reverence  in 
every  way ;  and  subuiittcd  patiently  to  reproofs  which 
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were  ungracious  even  if  deserved.  The  follower  kissed 
the  rod,  and  has  not  hesitated  to  confess  the  punish' 
ment ;  he  had  a  fixed  purpose  in  view,  and  therefore, 
much  to  our  advantage  and  to  his  own  fame,  "stooped 
to  conquer."  For  this  deference  toward  great  know- 
ledge, pre-eminent  abilities,  and  moral  worth,  he  has 
been  denounced  with  extravagant  violence  as  if  guilty 
of  a  moral  offence.  Hard  names  have  been  freely 
applied  to  what  has  unquestionably  proved  to  be  dis- 
interested attachment.  Yet  who  has  contributed  so 
much  to  our  amusement?  Where  shall  we  find 
in  our  own  or  any  other  language  one  who  has 
shown  equal  talent  and  industry  in  recording  so  much 
wit,  wisdom,  and  acquaintance  with  life  fur  the  in- 
struction and  amusement  of  mankind  ?  Such  a  book 
is  not  the  product  of  chance.  He  had  no  model  to 
follow ;  but  with  that  happiness  of  thought,  which  if 
it  does  not  imply  genius  certainly  falls  little  short  of 
it,  struck  out  one  for  himself.  As  there  has  been  but 
one  Johnson,  so  there  certainly  is  but  one  Boswell.  He 
stands  alone  in  the  plan  and  execution  of  a  work  which 
has  won  the  admiration  of  every  description  of  reader. 

Malonc,  who  appears  to  have  mentioned  Boswell's 
design  to  a  Dublin  correspondent  so  early  as  1787, 
became  more  impressed  in  his  favour  by  the  reply. 
Unluckily  the  name  is  detached  from  the  letter ;  but 
this  Irish  friend  appears  to  have  had  keen  insight 
into  character,  and  evidently  figured  among  the  higher 
class  of  literary  men  of  that  city. 

"  You  will  think  me  very  passive  that  I  should 
never  have  read  the  illustrious  Hawkin?,*  but  I  have 
•  Life  af  Dr.  Ji.Awon. 


JOHN    rilll.IP   KEMBLK. 


seen  so  many  extracts  and  criticisms  that  I  am  no 

stranger  to  his  merits Boswcll's  work  I 

am  anxious  for.  I  will  answer  for  it  we  may  depend 
upon  his  fidelity.  I  knew  him  intimately  many  years 
ago  when  he  was  in  Dublin.  He  had  not  then  ap- 
peared as  an  author ;  he  was  an  amiable,  warm- 
hearted fellow,  and  there  was  a  simplicity  in  him  very 
engaging." 

A  writer  upon  the  life  and  works  of  Shakspeare 
must  take  interest  in  the  performers  as  well  as  in  pro- 
ductions of  the  modern  stage.  Among  the  former, 
John  Kemble  took  the  lead.  About  1783,  Maloin' 
selected  him  as  a  man  of  education  and  gentlemanly 
manners,  with  whom  a  few  agreeable  hours  could  be 
spent  on  their  favourite  topics.  The  actor  understood 
the  %'aluc  of  such  an  acquaintance,  and  soon  learned 
to  esteem  his  amiable  private  qualities.  I'leasant  din- 
ners, amid  amusing  and  intelligent  companions,  gave 
zest  to  their  discussions ;  and  among  Malone's  letters 
is  an  apology  from  Mrs.  Siddons,  who  cannot  fulfil  a 
previous  dinner  engagement  to  him  by  the  unexpected 
arrival  of  two  dear  friends  from  abroad.  A  note  from 
her  brother  to  the  critic  at  this  time  (March,  1786) 
postpones  a  friend's  dinner  invitation  while  jesting 
upon  the  fate  of  an  unlucky  play— forgetting  that 
what  proved  sport  to  him  was  dramatic  death  to  the 
luckless  author.  He  was  a  clergyman.  Dr.  Delap, 
once  curate  to  Mason,  the  poet,  and  whose  name  occurs 
in  his  letters  to  Gray.  He  wTote  no  less  than  seven 
tragedies.  Three  were  represented  and  failed.  The 
others  only  escaped  from  a  country  printing-office  to 
pass  into  immediate  and  total  oblivion.     Who  may 
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not  admire  the  peraeverance  of  such  an  author  ?    Yet 
who  venture  to  exhibit  such  devotion  to  ill-success  ? 

Deab  Sib, — I  w-ill  send  Ma-.  Bjng  woi-d,  verj  early  !i]  the 
mortiiug,  tbat  I  hope  he  will  excuse  me  to-morrow,  and  com- 
mand me  to  wait  on  him  cither  Wednesday  or  Friday  next 
week,  as  you  fiud  it  most  convenient. 

The  Captives  were  set  at  liberty  last  night,  amidst  roars 
of  laughter.'  I  see  tho  doctor  pubiishes  it  tbis  week.  If  bis 
reverence  should  be  severe,  the  best  thing  that  we  can  hope 
is,  that  all  wbo  read  the  preface  may  read  the  play. 

Cadell  bought  tliie  sublime  iiiece  befoi-e  it  appeared,  for 
fifty  pounds,  agreeing  to  mnke  it  a  hundred  on  its  third 
representation.  It  has  been  played  tliree  timesj  and  I  dare 
Bay  old  Sanctimony  will  liave  no  remorse  in  taking  tlie  other 
6fty. 

Your  very  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

J.  P.   Kbuble. 

Two  or  three  notes  from  Walpole  occur  early  in  this 
year.  He  had  forgotten  to  execute  some  commissions 
for  Malone,  and  pleads  seventy  years  in  excuse.  One 
of  these  was  a  deed  connected  with  the  theatre  or  with 
Shakspeare,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Garrick  at 
Hampton,  which  he  wished  to  inspect  through  the  in- 
tervention of  that  gentleraan.  Another  is  of  more 
interest  hy  its  reference  to  Vertue's  remains,  and  the 
interest  taken  by  Malono  in  Lord  Roscommon  the 
poet,  part  of  whose  estate,  it  will  be  remembered,  fell 
into  his  possession  ; — 

Mr.  Walpole  sends  his  complimentB  to  Mr.  Mnlone,  and 
assures  V.Im  he  hss  looked  for  the  wmrce  whence  he  men- 
tioned a  pietur;,  of  Lord  Roscommon  by  Carlo  Maratti,  but 

•  The  Captives:  a  Tragedy,  by  John  Delip.  Brought  out  nt  Drury 
I..uie,  blnrch  0th,  17S6. 
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cnnitot  find  it.  He  concludes  it  was  some  note  of  Vortue ; 
but  at  the  distance  of  so  many  years  caimot  be  sure.  All 
Vertue'a  memorandunifi  were  indigested,  and  written  down 
successively  as  he  made  them  in  forty  Tolomes,  often  on  loose 
scraps  of  paper,  so  it  is  nest  to  impossible  to  find  the  note; 
nor,  were  it  found,  does  it  probably  contain  more  than  Mr. 
Walpole  has  copied  into  the  Anecdotes. 

The  same  correspondent  in  a  morning's  conversa- 
tion, gave  him  the  following  account  of  a  celebrated 
quarrel : — 

"  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  who  sat  with  rae  some  time 
this  morning  (Jan.  28,  1786),  gave  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  his  letter  to  Rousseau  in  1/65, 
which  in  fact  was  the  occasion  of  the  quarrel  be- 
tween that  madman  and  David  Hume.  He  happened 
to  be  at  the  house  of  a  French  lady  in  Paris  with 
Helvetius,  who  observed  that  Rousseau  seemed  to 
court  persecution.  Mr.  Walpole  said  that  if  he 
would  go  to  Berlin,  the  King  of  Prussia  would  per- 
secute him  as  much  as  he  pleased.  On  this  thought, 
he  afterwards  sat  down  and  wrote  a  French  letter  in 
the  name  of  the  King  of  Prussia  to  Rousseau.  The 
lady  was  delighted  with  it ;  and  copies,  as  is  often 
the  case  in  Paris,  flew  through  the  town  rapidly.  Mr. 
Walpole  was  invited  everywhere,  and  the  devotees 
particularly  paid  court  to  him  as  espousing  the  cause 
of  religion  against  philosophy.  He  had  even  invi- 
tations from  several  Abbesses  ;  but  at  last  they  made 
so  much  noise  about  a  small  matter,  that  he  grew 
tired  and  thought  it  ridiculous.  There  were  two 
faults  in  the  French  of  his  original  letter,  which  the 
Duke  dc  Nivernois  and  Helvetius  pointed  out  to  him, 
and  thev  were  corrected. 


"  Mr.  Hume  happened  to  lodge  in  the  same  hotel 
with  Mr.  Walpole,  and  often  proposed  to  introduce 
Rousseau  to  him  ;  but  as  author  of  a  paper  written  to 
ridicule  him,  he  thought  it  ivould  be  unhandsome  to 
suffer  Hume  to  make  their  acquaintance.  A  few 
days  afterward  Hume  and  "Eousseau  left  Paris  for 
London,  when  the  letter  in  question  having  got  into 
some  of  the  French  Mercures,  was  printed  in  an 
English  newspaper.*  Itousseau  aware  of  Hume  and 
Walpole  being  friends ;  that  Hume  was  secretary  to 
Lord  Hertford,  cousin  to  Walpole ;  and  that  he  had 
often  been  witb  Walpole  at  the  time  this  letter  first 
appeared,  suspected  that  Hume  had  some  hand  in 
the  publication.  But  Mr.  Walpole  assured  me  he 
never  showed  it  to  Hume ;  and  publication  arose 
solely  in  consequence  of  many  copies  being  handed 
about.  Kousseau  could  not  divest  himself  of  this 
suspicion.  Hence  the  origin  of  his  subsequent 
quarrel  with  Hume.  The  latter  became  so  distressed 
on  the  occasion,  that  he  requested  Walpole  to  WTile 
him  a  letter,  avowing  sole  authorship  in  the  offensive 
piece,  which  be  did. 

"  This  acknowledgment  was  published  by  D'Aleni- 
bert  in  his  account  of  the  dispute  between  Rousseau 
and  Hume.  Mr.  Walpole  complained  to  me  that 
Hume  had  garbled  his  letter,  for  it  began :  '  Your 
friends,  the  literati,  have  acted  like  tools  as  literati 
generally  do;'  but  this  paragraph  was  suppressed. 

"  Such  was  Mr.  AValpole's  acount ;  but  the  trne 
solution  of  the  quarrel  is  that  Rousseau  was  mad. — 
M." 

*  See  it  ill  Saint  Jainea'i  Chronirle. 
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In  the  spring,  Lord  Sundcrliii,  his  lady,  and  sisters, 
reached  London  on  their  way  to  the  Continent.  Ed- 
mond  and  his  family  delighted  in  each  other;  hut  as 
he  could  seldom  visit  Ireland  without  impeding  the 
progress  of  the  "  book,"  so  he  could  not  be  tempted 
to  participate  in  their  excursion.  Catherine  however 
gave  him  an  occasional  journal  of  proceedings,  and  in 
one  of  her  letters  from  Nice  where  several  Irish 
friends  had  made  a  halt,  gives  an  alluring  sketch  of 
the  spot,  still  with  the  hope  of  drawing  the  critic  from 
his  task  and  his  home. 

"  Both  she"  (Henrietta,  usually  called  Harriet,  her 
elder  sister)  "  and  Lady  Sunderlin  like  the  place  ex- 
tremely. Indeed  it  is  an  absolute  paradise.  A 
thousand  paths  we  have  to  walk,  and  for  miles  with- 
out an  inclosure,  in  the  midst  of  orange-trees  and  all 
kinds  of  sweet  shrubs.  If  the  lower  rank  of  people 
properly  enjoyed  their  situations,  they  would  be  much 
above  us,  for  most  of  their  cottages  are  placed  in  the 
most  beautiful  and  delightful  spots  that  can  be  con- 
ceived. But  their  inhabitants  see  not  as  we  do,  and 
wonder  at  us  for  admiring  them." 

With  the  ruling  passion  strong  within  him,  Lord 
Charleraont,  as  usual,  solicits  his  good  offices  in  the 
acquisition  of  books,  negotiatioiis  with  booksellers, 
and  occasional  criticism  : — 

"  Your  acquisition  for  me  is  magnificent,  and  what 
is  still  better  than  magnificence  though  seldom  allied 
to  it,  extremely  cheap.  You  are  certainly  the  best 
hook-jockey  that  ever  existed.  I  long  to  see  m}  new 
old  treasure,  and  expect  it  daily.  Payne,*  however, 
•  The  Bookwllej-. 


130  LIFE  OP  EDMOND  MALOSE. 

has  not  been  quite  as  active  as  you  have  been,  for  1 
do  not  find  that  he  sends  some  of  the  principal  on  my 
list.  The  best  quarto  of  Dante  is  surely  to  be  had  in 
London. 

*'  Have  you  endeavoured  to  make  Elmsley  send 
me  a  complete  third  Tolume  of  Petrarch,  instead  of 
the  imperfect  one  I  had  from  him  ?  You  see  how  I 
tease  you,  but  you  may  thank  your  own  goodness  for 

my    unreasonable    importunity I   have 

the  nineteen  volumes  in  large  paper  of  Provost's  Hist. 
de    Voifages;    but  imagined  that  a  supplement  had 

been  published My  old  and  dear  friend 

Burke,  after  having  made  us  happy  by  his  unexpected 
arrival,  has  now  made  us  as  miserable  by  too  speedy 
departure." 

A  succeeding  letter  from  his  lordship  is  filled  with 
Shakspcarian  details.  Among  the  doubtful  plays  he 
would  liave  Pericles  stand  first,  as  showing  un- 
doubted evidence  of  the  hand  of  Shakspeare;  and 
Tilu^  Andronicus  last,  as  having  little  of  the  master. 
A  hint  had  been  previously  dropped  to  his  noble 
friend,  of  doubts  as  to  Shakspeare's  share  in  the  three 
parts  of  Henry  VI.,  and  his  design  of  writing  a  dis- 
sertation on  the  authorship.  The  reply  then  was 
that  the  creed  of  his  lordship  on  the  subject  was  not 
tinally  settled.  He  now  says  :  "  The  more  I  consider 
it,  the  more  confident  I  am  in  opinion  that  they  were 
not  originally  written  by  Shakspeare.  The  second 
part  has  most  of  him,  though  even  here  much  of  the 
tragick  wants  that  peculiar  colour  which  even  in  his 
worst  writing  is  always  discernible,  ./ocA  Cade  is 
certainly  his.     Much  of  the  third  part  is  strongly 
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marked  for  his  own,  and  I  really  think  that  with  due 
attention  to  all  these  plays,  one  might  with  tolerable 
certainty  select  his  gold  from  the  dross  of  the  original 
writer." 

The  examination  of  the  three  plays  in  question 
appeared  duly  in  the  edition.  Theobald  and  War- 
burton  had  deemed  them  spurious.  Johnson  and 
St«ovens  thought  otherwise.  Farmer  did  not  believe 
them  originally  written  by  Shakspeare  ;  and  Malone, 
at'ter  entering  thoroughly  into  the  question,  arrived  at 
the  same  conclusion.  To  do  this,  howeTcr,  cost  him 
much  study  and  no  alight  critical  sagacity.  Whoever 
reads  his  dissertation  appended  to  those  plays  will  see, 
that  not  content  with  ordinary  assurance,  he  enters 
heart  and  soul  into  the  work  of  solving  difficulties 
which  had  perplexed  or  mastered  men  of  no  small 
reputation,  yet  still  remained  matters  of  doubt. 

He  appears  to  prove  that  all  three  plays  came 
originally  from  other  hands.  The  first  our  great 
iwet  touched  but  lightly ;  the  second  and  third  he 
new-modelled,  added  to,  altered,  and  in  part  re- 
wrote, rendering  such  traces  of  the  master  as  left 
no  doubt  of  the  infusion  of  his  spirit  into  both. 
The  inquiry  extends  to  nearly  fifty  closely  printed 
pages;  for  he  had  mad«  up  bis  mind  not  to  be 
repelled  or  foiled ;  and  that  others  should  be  as  fully 
conrinced  as  himself.  He  thus,  among  others,  satis- 
fieil  Professor  PorsoO' — the  least  practicable  man  of 
his  day  perhaps — that,  in  his  own  words,  "  he  con- 
sidered the  essay  on  the  three  parts  of  Hetiry  the 
Sixth  Bn  one  of  the  most  convincing  pieces  of  criti- 
cism that  he  had  ever  read." 

K  2 
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CHAPTER  Vn. 

■ 

1786—1789. 

Jepli80ii*8  JuUoj  or  the  ItatUm  Lover — Plrologue  by  Midone — Lord  Charle^ 
mont — ^Honoe  Walpde — Correspondeiice  with  Rev.  Mr.  Davenport 
of  Stratfiird— John  Kemble— Pope  and  WarbnrUm—LAdj  M.  Wortlej 
Montague — ^Yiait  to  Burke. 

So  obliging  a  correspondent  as  he  proved  was  not 
left  long  unemployed  by  his  Irish  friends.  Lord 
Charlemont  assails  him  with  the  usual  solicitations^ 
apologizes  for  the  trouble  given,  and  increases  it  by 
further  requests. 

Not  less  importunate  is  Bishop  Percy  for  books, 
transcripts  from  the  British  Museum,  inquiries  as  to 
Bitson's  censures  and  criticisms  upon  portions  of  the 
Reliquesj\Yi\\h  such  varieties,  new  or  old,  in  lite- 
rature as  excited  notice  or  promised  interest.  He 
likewise  asks  for  **  Baretti's  Tolandrorij  and  whatever 
answer  my  fnend  Bowie  pubUshed  in  reply ;  and 
favour  me   with   a  little   insight  into  that  curious 

controversv." 

* 

Again  the  Bishop  returns  to  the  charge :  *^  I  thank 
you  for  the  particulars  of  the  last  hours  of  my  much 
honoured  friend  Tyrwhitt.  A  few  more  such  losses 
would  thoroughly  wean  me  from  all  desire  to  visit  my 
native  country,  especially  if  you  and  a  few  other  friends 
would  enliven  this  solitude  by  sending  me  now  and 
then  such  a  letter  as  your  last,  informing  me  what 
you  are  doing  yourself,  and  what  attracts  the  atten- 


.TKPHSOSS  TRAUKUV    O]'   "JULIA. 


i:i:i 


tion  of  the  literary  world.  I  shall  be  truly  anxious  to 
see  your  edition  of  Shakspeare.  When  it  comes,  I 
will  Bet  to  read  his  works  with  attention,  which  may 
suggest  something  for  a  future  edition." 

He  desires  to  thank  Boswell  for  an  obliging  letter. 
He  had  promised  a  few  anecdotes  of  Johnson's  earlier 
life,  but  now  thinks  them  too  tri\'ial,  or  anticipated 
by  Mrs.  Piozzi.  One  however  he  tells,  which  Bos- 
well has  not  failed  io  chronicle  :  "  I  have  heard  him 
observe  that,  at  Lichfield,'he  learnt  nothing  from  the 
master,  but  a  great  deal  in  his  school ;  and  at  Stour- 
bridge, that  he  learnt  a  great  deal  from  the  master, 
and  nothing  in  bis  school," 

The  muse  of  his  friend  Jephson  had  again  become 
pregnant — and  again  was  the  critic  seduced  into  con- 
sultation on  the  best  mode  of  ushering  the  "  interest- 
ing stranger"  into  light.  In  short,  he  had  written 
a  new  tragedy.  The  birth  of  a  play  or  poem,  like 
that  of  heir  to  an  estate,  usually  brings  the  family 
together  in  council  in  order  to  relieve  the  affectionate 
anxieties  of  paternity. 

While  in  progress,  it  had  been  submitted  to  Ma- 
lone  who  suggested  various  alterations.  Jephson 
replied  in  a  well-filled  sheet  of  foolscap,  so  early  as 
Januan',  176<5<  He  adopts  most  of  the  suggestions, 
allows  lines  to  be  dropped,  words  to  be  altered;  dwells 
on  the  stage  business,  incidents,  order  of  the  scenes, 
more  or  less  prominence  of  characters— always  keep- 
ing Mrs.  Siddons  pre-eminent — weighing  the  proper 
allowance  of  stabbings  and  poisonings  so  tbat  too 
many  dead  shall  not  encumber  the  stage  at  the  same 
moment !     In  short,  we  are  let  into  all  the  agonies  oi' 
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a  tragic  playwright.  Even  the  title  must  be  sacri- 
ficed in  order  not  to  let  the  public  too  soon  into  the 
mystery  of  the  story.  First  it  was  The  Cruel  Lover. 
Tlien  Julia,  or  the  Fatal  Consta7icif.  The  author 
also  objects  to  one  of  the  actors,  although  of  good 
repute  in  theatrical  historj' — "  Gentleman  Smyth," 
as  he  was  usually  called ;  and  begs  his  correspondent 
to  keep  out  of  the  play  *'  that  most  detestable  of  all 
actors  and  coxcombs." 

Many  who  knew  the  writer  amid  the  pleasures, 
politics,  and  wit  of  Dublin,  wondered  how  he  could 
be  studious  enough  for  a  tragic  subject.  The  talent, 
however,  was  within  him,  and  the  way  to  the  London 
stage  smooth.  None  of  the  perplexities  of  an  un- 
known author  could  be  felt  where  the  manager,  the 
first  tragic  actor  of  the  day,  and  an  eminent  dramatic 
critic  figured  as  his  personal  friends.  To  Malone 
was  confided  preliminary  matters  and  the  prologue ; 
to  Courtenay,  the  epilogue ;  to  the  manager,  all  his 
moral  influence  over  performers  ;  and  to  Kemble  and 
his  great  sister,  the  embodiment  of  sentiment  and 
situation  in  the  principal  characters.  To  prepare 
the  way  more  favourably,  the  Count  of  Narbonne 
was  played  shortl)'  before ;  and  a  new  edition  printed, 
edited  by  Malone. 

On  the  1 7th  April,  178",  appeared  at  Drury  Lane, 
Julia,  or  the  Italian  Lmvr.  A  brilliant  audience 
received  it  well.  Kemble  acted  the  principal  cha- 
racter admirably,  and  also  spoke  the  prologue;  he  is 
said  on  that  night  to  have  even  outshone  the  talenta 
of  his  sister,  and  by  his  exertions  to  have  brought  on 
serious  illness.      Delay  became,  therefore,    uu^void- 
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;  it  was  withdrawn  for  the  season ;  and  possess- 
ing perhaps  no  inherent  vitality,  lost  place  upon  the 
stage. 

The  following  is  Malone's  chief  contribution ;  but 
Courtenay,  being  idle  or  otherwise  occupied,  left  half 
the  epilogue  also  to  him  : — 

PROLOGUE  TO  "JULIA.  OB  THE  ITALIAN  LOVER." 
From  Thespis'  day  to  Ihta  ea1ighl«ned  hour 

The  Stage  has  shown  the  dire  abuse  of  power; 

What  mighty  mischief  from  ambition  springa, 

The  fate  of  heroes  and  the  (all  of  kings. 

But  these  high  themes,  howe'er  adorned  hy  art, 

Have  seldom  gained  the  passes  of  the  heart. 

Cahn  ne  )>ehald  the  pompous  mtmic  woe. 

UnmoTed  by  sorrows  wc  can  never  know. 

For  other  feelings  in  the  soul  arise, 

When  private  grie&  arrest  onr  ears  and  eyes ; 

When  the  false  friend,  and  hiameless  suffering  wife, 

Reflect  the  image  ofdomestic  life. 

And  still  more  wide  the  sympathy,  more  keen. 

When  to  each  breast  responsive  is  the  scene ; 

And  the  fine  chords  that  erery  heart  entwine 

Dilated  vibrate  with  the  flowing  line. 
Such  ia  the  theme  that  n«w  demands  your  ear. 

And  claims  the  silent  plaudit  of  a  tear; 

One  tyrant  passioD  all  mankind  must  prove. 

The  balm  or  pinsou  of  our  Uvea — b  love. 

Lore's  sovereign  away  extends  o'er  every  clime, 

Nor  owns  s  limit  or  of  space  or  time ; 

For  love  the  generous  &ir  one  hath  sustained 

More  poignant  ills  than  ever  poet  feigned; 

For  love  the  maid  partakes  her  lover's  tomb, 

Or  joncs  long  life  out  in  sad  soolhless  gloom ) 

Ne'er  shall  oblivion  shroud  the  Grecian  wift 

Who  gave  her  own  le  save  a  husband'*  life. 

With  her  contending  see  our  Edward's  bride, 

Imbibing  passion  from  his  mangled  side ; 

Nor  lesB,  though  proud  of  intellectual  tway. 

Doth  hanghtj  wan  this  tyrant  power  obey — 

From  youth  to  age  by  love's  wild  tempest  tossed  ; 

For  love  e'en  mighty  kiugiJomt  have  been  lost ! 

Vain — wealth  and  fame,  and  fortune's  fostering  care. 
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If  no  fond  bmst  the  splendid  blcnings  share, 
And  «acli  day'i  buBtling  psgeuiir;  once  past, 
Tktre — <mly  there— his  bll»s  is  found  at  liut. 

For  woes  fictitious  oft  your  tears  have  flowed. 
Tour  cheek  for  wrongs  iruoginary  glowed. 
To-night  our  Poet  lueaDS  not  to  a»<iii] 
Tour  throbbing  bosom  with  a  fancied  tale. 
Scarce  sixty  years  their  annual  course  have  rolled, 
Knee  all  was  real  that  our  scenes  unfold; 
To  touch  your  hearts  with  no  unpleasing  pain, 
The  Muse's  mn^pc  makes  it  live  Hgain. 
Bids  mingled  churacters,  as  once  in  life, 
Besume  their  functions,  and  renew  their  strife ; 
While  pride,  revenge,  and  jealou^'s  wild  rage. 
Bouse  all  the  Genius  of  the  impassioned  stage. 

Literary  and  antiquarian  correspondence  diversified 
his  own  peculiar  pursuits.  Thomas  Warton  amused 
him  with  references  to  the  poems  of  H.  Constable 
of  Elizabeth's  time;  and  on  the  changes  of  proprietors 
of  Tichfield  monastery,  which  came  afterwards  into 
the  hands  of  Lord  Southampton.  Lord  Charlemont 
writes  no  less  than  four  letters.  He  taxes  him  witli 
silence,  yet  sympathizes  with  an  allusiou  from  his 
heart-stricken  friend,  who  had  not  yet  escaped  from 
the  tyranny  of  Cupid,  as  we  may  presume  by  his  own 
axiom  in  the  preceding  prologue, — 

"  One  tyrant  panion  all  mankind  must  prove, 
The  balm  or  poison  of  our  lives — is  love." 

"  But  the  best  hearts  arc  the  weakest,"  adds  his 
lordship,  "and  their  weakness  is  but  too  apt  to 
prevail  over  the  strength  of  the  most  vigorous 
understanding.  Experto  crede  Roberto.  Yet  one 
remedy  there  is  which  has  not  yet,  as  I  believe, 
been  tried.  Vacuity  is  probably  the  source  of  the 
disorder.     Why  is  not  the  void  filled   up  ?     When 
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a  picture  has  gotten  a  dint,  the  beat  method  of  cure 
is  by  new  lining" 

From  love  his  lordship  flies  off  to  dramatic  busi- 
ness. Shakspeare,  he  savs,  is  an  unanswerable  excuse 
for  everything. 

"  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  and  persevering 
attention  in  supplying  my  literary  wants.  The  num- 
ber of  ray  last  volume  in  small  quarto  is  thirty-three  ; 
in  the  larger  size,  twpnty-nine.  The  Morocco  volume 
contains:  —  Hamlet  (no  date),  Henn/  V.  (1608), 
Henry  VI.  (no  date),  Midsummer  Night's  Dream 
(1600),  Merchant  of  Venice  (1600),  Merry  iVives 
of  Windsor  ( 16I9),  King  Lear  (1608).  What  others 
of  my  Shakspeares  have  you  got,  and  what  have  you 
been  able  to  procure  ? "  Another  letter  relates  to 
Italian  writers.  One  also  to  Mrs.  Hogarth,  which 
hag  been  previously  noticed.  A  fourth  coincides  in 
almost  every  point  with  Malone's  dissertation,  which 
he  had  now  perused,  on  the  parts  of  Henry  VI. 

To  the  inquiry  of  his  friend  as  to  the  first  thea- 
trical performances  in  Dublin,  his  lordship  says  no 
satisfactory  information  could  be  given.  Mr.  Cooper 
Walker,  well  known  in  the  literary  circles  of  Dublin, 
had  done  all  he  could.  The  records  were  few  and 
scanty ;  hut  the  result,  such  as  it  was,  is,  for  the 
information  of  the  curious  reader,  transferred  to  a 
note.* 

*  He  can  find  nothing  in  the  Auditor-general's  ofGce  relilive  to  plkji 
■cted  It  the  Caslte.  The  most  ancient  thettre  of  DubUn  appears  to  have 
been  a  booih  erected  in  Hoggin  Green,  now  CollegcGreeo,  where  myiteriei 
prindpilly  wtre  acted,  to  wliioh  the  Lord*  Lieulcnant  were  frequently 
invited,  A  theatre  in  U'erburgh  Street  succeeded  to  this,  which  was 
open  tlir'1641,  and  the  last  play  there  exhibited  was  LaiuUgartha,  ■ 
tngi-Gomedy,  by  Henry  Bumell,  an  Irish  gentleman.    Respecting  the 
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Another  Dublin  correspondent,  whose  name  does 
not  appear  to  his  communication,  sketches  his  lord- 
ship and  a  scene  at  the  Boyal  Irish  Academy,  then 
recently  instituted  by  his  means,  showing  his  harm- 
less nationality,  though  not  at  the  expense  of 
amiability  or  good  temper. 

Our  Academy  will  ventiue  abroad  this  winter.  The  dil- 
ferent  CBsays  v/are  all  dctermiiied  upon  before  I  had  the 
houoiir  of  being  admitted  a.  member,  and  I  have  not  yet 
learned  either  their  numbers  or  the  subjects.  But  I  am  not 
without  some  panic  about  them.  This  being  the  first  publi- 
cation (of  tlie  Transactions'),  a  preface  became  necessary,  the 
writing  of  which  was  consigned  to  the  yoongi-'st  man  in  the 
society.  Tbat  was  a  good  leading  &tepl  Such  a  rant  on 
the  heroism,  genius,  learning,  and  artn  of  Ireland  as  would 
liave  given  the  coup  de  grace  to  our  rejmtatiou.  We  had  a 
warm  battle — a  division  at  last,  in  which  Bishop  Percy,  Mr. 
Kirwan,  and  I  were  left  to  ourselves  by  a  vast  majority. 
However,  they  cooled  a  little,  and,  at  the  next  meeting, 
Mr.  Kirwan  prevailed  to  have  two-thirds  of  the  preface 
expunged.  ....  There  has  arisen  in  Ireland,  within 
a  few  years,  such  a  spirit  of  extravagant,  fulsome  self-adula- 
tion, that  it  exceeds  everything  human  vanity  lias  heretofore 
made  pretensions  to.  There  cannot  bo  a  stronger  bar  to 
improvement,  and  every  sincere  rational  ti-iend  to  the  public 
should  discourage  it. 

Our  amiable  friend,  the  president  (Xord  Charlemont),  is 
more  wild  and  boisterous  on  the  subject  of  Ireland  than  you 
can  conceive.     Many  a  warm  dispute  we  have.     I  told  him. 


rejoicings  mentioned  by  Ware : — In  a  MS.  in  the  library  of  Trinity 
College  IB  the  following  pttssage — "  In  the  Farliamcot  of  1A4I,  irberein 
Henry  Vni.  was  declared  King  of  Ireland,  there  were  present  the  Earls 
of  Ormond  and  Detmond,  the  Lord  Baryy,  MacGilla  Phadrig,  chieflsin 
of  Oiwory,  the  agua  of  O'Uryan,  MacCarthy  More,  wilh  many  Irish 
lords.  And  on  Corpus  Chrisli  day  they  rode  shout  the  streets  with  the 
procession  in  their  Parliament  robes,  and  llie  Niju  Worthiti  was  played, 
■ad  tbe  mayor  bore  the  raace  before  tbe  deputy  on  horseback." 
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nol-  long  ago,  that  ray  raotto  was  "  .\U  admirari,"  and  that 
I  was  (letermined  to  combat  all  tlieir  cloud-capped  nations 
about  tbeir  country,  shake  every  idea  that  tends  to  set  one 
race  above  another,  'or  promote  national  distinctiona.  His 
lordship  said  I  should  have  enou^li  to  do.  but  we  have  a^ed 
mach  better  ever  aiuce. 

A  morning  visit  from  the  fastidious  genius  of 
Strawberry  Hill  elicited  some  of  his  usual  free  and 
forcible  remarks  upon  the  public  characters  of  a 
previous  day. 

"December  '29thy  1/87.  —  Mr.  Horace  Walpole, 
while  he  sat  with  me  this  morning,  mentioned  a  sin- 
gular anecdote  relative  to  the  late  Mr.  West,  whose 
rage  for  collecting  varieties  was  such,  that  what  be 
could  not  otherwise  procure  he  stole.  He  was  one 
of  the  executors  to  Lord  Oxford  (Harley),  and  is 
thought,  on  very  good  grounds,  to  have  secreted  a 
great  many  curious  letters  and  jiapers  belonging  to 
that  statesman. 

"  It  is  well  known  that  all  the  proceedings  against 
Lord  Oxford  by  the  House  of  Commons  were  very 
suddenly  stopped.  This  was  effected  by  Harleys 
writing  a  letter  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  re- 
minding him  that  he  (Harley)  had  in  bis  bands 
authentic  proofs  of  the  Duke  having  been  in  treaty 
with  the  Pretender  in  order  to  seat  him  on  the 
throne.  The  letter  was  carried  by  Lord  Duplin  to 
the  Duke,  whom  Duplin  found  walking  on  the  Pan- 
tiles at  Tunbridgc  Wells  almost  in  a  state  of  dotage. 
When  he  received  it,  he  burst  into  tears,  and  very 
soon  afterwards  the  prosecution  was  stopped.*     This 

*  ^  B  Tiirthet  nutiM  of  thii  nibject  in  the  nibHqueiit 
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letter,  of  which  a  rumour  had  got  ahroad,  the 
Duchess  of  Portland  mode  a  long  search  for  among 
her  father's  papers,  but  it  was  nut  to  be  found.  Soon 
after  his  death,  Mr.  West  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment for  the  borough  of  St.  Albans  bv  the  Duchess 
of  Marlborough,  and  it  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  giving  up  the  original  letter,  in  Lord  Oxford's 
handwriting,  to  her  grace  was  the  price  of  his  seat, 
And  not  being  found  among  the  Harley  papers 
appears  to  justify  such  an  opinion. 

"  When  Mr.  West  died,  the  Duchess  of  Portland, 
desirous  to  recover  such  other  papers  of  her  father 
as  this  gentleman  had  secreted,  sent  to  the  widow, 
offering  any  reasonable  price  for  them,  if  that  were 
an  object ;  but  she  did  not  like  to  furnish  proof  of 
her  husband's  criminal  conduct,  and  refused.  How- 
ever, some  years  afterwards  they  were  sold  by  Mr. 
West's  daughter  to  Lord  Shelburne  (now  Marquis  of 
Lansdown)  for  a  tliousand  pounth." 

In  pursuit  of  materials  for  Shakspeare,  it  will  not 
be  supposed  his  native  town  was  overlooked.  The 
date  of  the  critic's  first  trip  thither  does  not  appear, 
nor  were  visits  thither  at  any  time  frequent.  His 
inquiries  were  chiefiy  epistolary,  addressed  to  the 
vicar,  the  Rev.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Davenport, 
whose  patience  and  politeness  in  reply  appear  to 
have  been  exemplary.  Nineteen  long  letters  were 
written  to  him  on  this  fertile  and  favourite  theme, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  correspondence 
in  April  1788,  to  the  publication  of  the  edition 
in  1790 ;  twelve  in  1793;  and  several  others 
at  intervals,  making   together,  thirty-six.     To   the 
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vicar  as  to  the  critic,  it  must  bave  been  a  labour  of 
love.  He  replied  to  innumerable  questions  requiring 
laborious  and  tedious  investigations  in  a  spirit  of 
real  and  good  humour,  which  to  the  end  won  the 
gratitude  and  friendship  of  his  correspondent.* 

The  latter,  at  the  end  of  a  long  letter,  and  in  re- 
membrance of  the  scene  where  the  mulberry-tree  stood, 
warms  to  the  theme,  drops  the  cold  pen  of  criticism, 
and  seizes  upon  the  l\Te  to  propitiate  the  owner . — 

In  giving  an  account  of  Mr.  Hunt's  gaiilon,  [  could  not 
lielp  breaking  out  into  a  poetical  rlmpsoily,  which  may  per- 
haps render  him  more  propitious  to  my  inquiries.  I  fear 
these  lines  are  entitled  to  the  reverse  of  Ovid's  description, 
Mattriam  eupirabat  ojrwt.  However,  sucli  as  they  are,  let 
them  make  some  small  amends  for  this  very  tedions  letter. 
I  wish  them  not  to  wander  ovt  before  my  "  books  "  which  will 
not  be  ready  for  some  months.! 

"  In  this  retreat  our  SfaskspeBre's  godlike  mind 
With  tnalcblesa  skill  aurvejed  all  human  kind. 
Here  let  each  sweet  that  blest  Arabia  knovts, 
'  Fiotem  of  all  hufi,  ami  wilhout  Oivm  Ihr  ron' 
To  Islest  time;  thtir  balmy  odoum  fling. 
And  Nature  here  dinplay  tlemal  sprin);-" 

These  lines,  with  an  account  of  New  Place,  then 
the  residence  of  Mr.  Charles  Hunt,  appeared  in  print. 
But  the  destroyer  of  the  Mulberry  Tree,  and  indeed 
of  Shakspeare's  house,  is  well-known  to  have  been 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Gastrell.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  such  an  act  of  human  perversity ;  but  the  re- 
searches of  Malone  appear  to  make  it  an  act  of 
divided  delinquency.     To  Mr.  Davenport  he  writes 

*  For  the  communication  of  these  I  am  indebttd  to  their  owner, 
Mr.  nnnt,  of  Stratforit. 

t  This  wai  written  in  April,  17£S,  and  the  edition  did  not  appear  till 
November,  1790.  But  what  cbanoe  have  literary  resolutions  agninit 
the  innnmerable  obBtmctions  which  eontinuallv  occur  to  mnr  them  ? 


142  TJPB    at   EDMOND    MALONE. 

in  May  1788,  ivhat  it  would  have  been  inconvenient 
to  put  forth  in  print. 

"  A  friend  of  mine  read  me  yesterday  part  of  a 
letter  of  a  lady  from  Liclifield  who  is  in  great  wrath 
at  Mrs.  Gastrell,  whom  she  describes  as  little  better 
than  a  fiend.  Having  had  some  disagreement  with 
a  lady  to  whom  she  had  let  a  place,  called  I  think 
Stow  Hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield,  she 
has  turned  her  out,  and  resolved  that  the  poor,  to 
whom  this  lady  was  very  charitable,  shall  not  derive 
any  benefit  from  nnj/  inhabitant  of  that  house;  for 
that  it  never  shall  be  let  again,  but  remain  empty. 
The  rent  was,  it  seems,  one  hundred  guineas  a  year. 
The  writer  of  this  letter  speaks  of  it  as  a  known 
thing — that  it  was  this  lady  and  not  her  husband 
who  cut  down  the  celebrated  Mulberry  Tree.  Per- 
haps she  was  only  an  accomplice.  If  this  Lichfield 
story  is  not  exaggerated,  this  lady  and  her  husband 
seem  to  have  been  well-matched." 

Correspondence  with  Mr.  Davenport  drew  atten- 
tion from  one  of  his  humbler  neighbours,  Mr.  John 
Jordan,  a  carpenter  and  wheelwright,  commonly 
known  there  as  the  "  Pout."  What  his  productions 
were  I  have  not  seen.*  But  his  tastes  rose  above  his 
occupations.  He  amused  himself  with  the  study  of 
ancient  memorials,  inscriptions,  ballads,  family  anec- 
dotes, and  such  similar  lore  as  may  flash  across  the 
path,  or  enliven  the  hours  of  a  rural  genius.  But 
more  especially  was  he  devoted  to  such  points  as  were 

'  Mr.  Haliinei)  obiigingly  bfonna  mc  that  he  publi»beil  a  poem, 
WrUond^  Hills,  in  4lo,  about  1770,  Bnanynioiulj.  He  ia  Dot  aware  of 
inj'thiDg;  else  of  his  in  print. 
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available  regarding  his  illustrious  townsman.  Ma- 
loiie's  inquiries  further  stimulated  his  exertions  ;  and 
having  wants  to  supply  as  well  as  information  to 
communicate,  he  early  in  1790  forwarded  a  packet 
of  papers  on  that  subject  to  the  Critic  in  London. 

One  of  the  letters  of  Jordan — April  1790,  in  Mr. 
Hooper's  collection,  with  its  truth  vouched  by  the 
Vicar  of  Stratford — offers  his  services  in  any  mode 
of  research  likely  to  be  useful,  but  prefaces  it  by 
a  history  of  his  life.  Like  so  many  unlucky  followers 
of  the  Muse,  it  had  been  but  a  series  of  evils. 
He  had  experienced  neglect,  disappointment,  misfor- 
tune, poverty,  sickness,  starving  and  scarcely-clothed 
children ;  reduced  from  master-tradesman  to  journey- 
man at  nine  shillings  a  week  by  an  "  ungrateful 
brother,  who  basely  usurped  the  business  during  a 
long  illness  arising  from  quotidian  ague."  He  is 
refused  by  a  rich  sister-in-law  even  a  shilling  a  week 
for  the  schooling  of  his  children;  "is  overwhelmed 
by  misfortune,  misery,  and  wretchedness."  Even 
the  Rev.  Mark  Noble,  a  near  relative  of  his  wife, 
and  author  of  Memoirs  of  the  Cromwell  Family,  had 
promised  aid  and  some  small  i)laco  under  govern- 
ment, but  both  expectations  remained  unfulfilled. 
"Alas!"  he  cries,  "I  am  unnoticed  by  the  world, 
oppressed  with  affliction,  and  wrecked  with  despair; 
the  anchor  of  hope  has  totally  forsook  me ;  I  am 
dashed  by  the  waves  of  a  boundless  sea  of  trouble, 
sorrow,  and  misery,  which  brings  to  my  mind  an 
expression  of  Shakspeare,  that 

"  Misery  trodden  ira  by  in»ny. 
Being  low  is  DQt  wlieved  by  any." 
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This  melaDcholy  detail  had  due  effect  upon  the 
heart  and  purse  of  the  Critic. 

The  latter  appeared  rather  siu'prised  at  the  variety 
of  small  facts  noted  by  his  correspondent ;  and  in 
,  return,  always  alive  to  the  chance  of"  imposition  upon 
an  inquisitive  antiquary,  (luestions  him  minutely  on 
the  origin  of  each.  More  than  fifty  queries  as  to 
date,  name,  and  source  whence  obtained,  occupy  three 
or  four  of  the  first  letters.  Several  hundreds  suc- 
ceeded during  the  first  year.  "  Good  Mr.  Jordan," 
as  he  was  styled,  had  ample  employment  in  fulfilling 
the  requests  of  his  precise  and  inquisitive  friend, 
which  did  not  cease  till  the  edition  of  S/takspeare 
had  appeared.  In  return,  the  hints  of  pecuniary  dis- 
tress and  a  "  family,"  already  quoted,  were  not  for- 
gotten. Malone  gave  him  good  Christian  advice, 
and  added  a  more  substantial  soother  of  uneasiness 
in  a  note  for  forty  pounds  raised  among  his  friends  in 
London.  Nor  did  bis  kindness  cease  there.  Occa- 
sional correspondence  continued ;  and  a  small  post 
in  the  Excise  was  procured  him,  but  being  over  age 
he  proved  to  be  ineligible  for  the  place.* 

*  Our  critic,  ond  otlicr  prosaic  peojile,  liad  been  walmiBlj-  at  work  in 
ittetnpting  to  ilincover  rarthly  facts  of  the  roet'i*  life.  But  inquiten  of 
nnother  order  »imwl  to  ascertniii  bow  the  heajmu  were  affected  at  tlie 
moinenl  of  bis  birth.  Such  a  genius  could  scarcely  ari«o,  thoitght  astro- 
logicni  punditc,  without  the  stars  hi.ving  some  hud  in  it,  m  tbc  reader 
may  be  amused  U>  hear : — 

"  B;  the  BinaziDg  intellectual  iacullies."  tays  Mr.  John  Bolton  to  the 
Shalctpesre  Ctnb  at  Strniforil  in  1H-29,  "  and  mrprisinR,  aa  veil  ai  unes- 
arn|)1ed  depth  of  genius  <if  the  immortal  Bard,  aa  well  aa  hia  poetic  poweri. 
iclcntire  memory  and  other  meulal  gifV',  which  have,  like  the  refulgent  Sun. 
fho'iefar  rnd  near,  and  victoriously  mirmounted  thcmightiralrtlbrtsof  all 
other  dnmatic  writers,  llieee  most  astonishing  powers  are  well  denoted 
by  the  Moon,  Mcrcnrj-,  and  Slam  being  in  cardinal  aigns;  by  the  oppo- 
•iiionuf  the  Mrton  and  Mercury:  the  trine  of  the  Moon  and  Veana;  the 


JOHN  KEMBLE. 


145 


Of  some  of  his  favourite  associates  at  this  time, 
and  of  the  promised  Shakspeare,  we  have  glimpses 
in  the  letters  of  his  friends.  Boswell  writes  to  Bishop 
Percy,  February  1/88: — "I  dined  at  Mr.  Malone's 
on   Wednesday,    with    Mr.  W.    G.    Hamilton,    Mr. 

Flood,  Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Courtenay,  &c 

Malone  flatters  himself  that  his  Shakspeare  will  he 
published  in  June.  I  should  rather  think  wc  shall 
not  have  it  till  winter.  Come  when  it  may,  it  will 
be  a  very  admirable  book." 

An  amusing  letter  from  John  Kemble,  then  in 
Dublin,  incites  the  Critic  to  play  off  a  trick  not 
wholly  new  upon  his  friend  Jcphson,  then  said  to 
be  on  his  way  to  London  with  a  poetical  production 
in  hand.  This  was  to  commit  to  memory  the  passage 
sent  in  the  letter,  repeat  it  when  Jephson  presented 
the  poem,  and  then  gravely  accuse  him  of  having 
stolen  it  from  a  previous  writer!  Theatricals  appear 
at  that  moment  not  to  have  been  in  the  ascendant  in 
the  Irish  metropolis. 

Dublin,  No.  7,  Eisex  Bridge,  July  IDM,  1788. 
D£i£  Sir, — I  am  maJ  till  I  give  yoa  an  occasion  ef  anr- 
prisiDg  JephBou,  wlieii  lie  Bends  you  liia  poem,  which  will  be, 
no  floubt,  very  aeon  after  he  has  shown  you  himself.  Hom 
is  the  character  which  he  givus  of  Virgil,  and  which  you  may 
pretend  to  have  scon  before : — 


pontion  of  Venus  and  Luna  ia  scientific  signs ;  but  more  cxpecinlly  tlic 
appraacluDg  great  conjunction  of  Saturn  and  Jupit«r,  tlie  two  siipuriars 
in  the  regal  tign  Leo  in  trine  also  to  Itfercurj.  The  square  uf  Mercury 
and  Man  uas  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  big  early  cUEfoctunes,  Lis  lieing 
obliged  to  leave  his  native  home,  and  subsequently  wsa  the  cause  of  his 
pecnniary  troublei ;  and  yet,  btit  for  this  rcstlcsHUcsn,  I  expect  the  dramatic 
world  would  have  probably  been  trithout  the  matclilesa  writings  of  this 
illustrious  Poet." 
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"  Ilush'd  be  each  nulcr  breath  nnd  clnm'roua  tongue, 
Apollo  listens  to  the  Maatuan'B  song. 
Yon  chief  who  fetls  bright  Inspiration's  flntnc, 
With  mighty  Homer's  palm  divide  his  claim ; 
Fsv'rite  with  me  of  all  the  tuneful  choir, 
A  boj,  I  felt  him,  and  a  man,  admire. 
When  grief  or  pain  m;  anxious  mind  engage. 
Secure  of  ease,  I  search  great  Alaro's  page ; 
For  deep  ami  rankling  mire  must  be  the  pain 
That  finds  DO  balm  in  his  melliiluaus  strun : 
As  Jesse's  sun  Suul'a  phrenzy  could  compose. 
The  madness  sinking  as  tbe  musick  rose ; 
The  oil,  diffused  by  philosophic  skill. 
At  once  the  agitaled  waves  can  still ; 
This  gentle  magick  o'er  my  senses  glides. 
The  charm  prevails  and  all  my  rage  subsides. 
From  Tityrus,  stretch'd  the  beechen  shade  beneath. 
To  Tumus,  shrinking  from  the  upliAcd  death — 
Some  careful  Muse  presid«i  o'er  every  line. 
And  all  is  sense  and  harmony  divine." 

I  Lave  committed  no  robbery,  I  assure  you,  for  the  Poet 
gave  me  free  leave  to  take  as  much  of  hia  work  as  I  cotild 
carry  off  witli  mc.  Never  was  town  so  empty  as  Dulilin  is 
now,  since  Mark  Anthony  was  left  alone  in  the  market-place 
with  the  air  which  was  uncivilly  tempted  also  to  forsake  him. 

77*6  Count  of  Narbonne,  however,  brought  all  the  cotmtiy 
round  into  the  play-house,  and  will  be  acted  to  anotlier 
crowded  theatre,  I  dare  say,  again  on  Saturday.  The  raga- 
muffishneaa  of  the  players,  and  the  filthy  meanness  of  every- 
thing behind  the  scenes  (I  don't  know  how  I  can  say  BCOieB, 
when  thoro  are  none)  of  the  A'ew  Tlieatre  Royal  surprisoB 
oven  moj  who  lived  two  years  at  Smock  Alley,  in  what  I 
thought  very  reasonably  good  idleness,  drunkenness,  and 
dirt 

The  city  itself  is,  m  every  particular  which  my  obseiv 
ration  can  reach,  inci'edibly  improved.  The  lighta  are  as 
regularly  sust^ned  by  night  aa  they  are  in  London.  They 
aflect  to  bo  oppressed  in  various  shapes  by  the  institution  of 
the  police,  but  I  know  they  keep  the  streets  ten  thousand 
times  more  orderly  and  quiet  than  the  old  watclunen  over 
did.  They  do  permit  some  &ail  beauties  to  walk  their  charms 
along  the  wood  pavement  of  Dame  Street,  but  then  they  are 
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very  still  in  their  solicitatioiiH,  Uves  aub  woctc  simirri  are  the 
loudest  violences  they  offer  to  the  solemnity  of  silence  and 
dignity  of  municipal  institutions. 

Peg  Plunket  is'  dying.     Do  j-ou  know  tliat  H —  has  a 

pension  on  this  establishment?  Poor  Mr.  O'Neill  is  very  ill- 
Mr,  GrBTille  hardly  hoped  for.  Mr.  Sheridan*  has  one  foot 
in  liis  grave.  By  Mrs.  Lefanu's  account,  he  is  no  more  than 
aix^-six.  He  sailed  yesterday  with  Miss  Sheridan  and  Mrs. 
Crewe  for  Englund,  to  consult  in  London  upon  his  case 
(dropsy  and  jaundice  they  say)  with  Dr.  Turton,  Between 
you  and  me,  Mrs.  Lefanu  told  nie  she  firmly  beliovcd  that, 
finding  himself  too  old  and  weak  to  undertake  the  direction 
of  the  county  schools,  which  do  not  exist  anywhere  but  in 
his  own  brain,  this  disappointment  of  his  whole  life's  hopes 
had  contributed  more  than  disease  to  destroy  his  nerves  and 
debUitato  his  faculties. 

Havo  yon  seen  Mr.  Hitchcock's  Hhtonj  of  the  Irish  Stage  f 
It  is  the  first  volume  of  a  work  commencing  at  the  earliest 
and  proceeding  to  the  latest  date  of  theatres  in  this  kingdom. 
It  is  fill]  of  wretched  blunders  in  facts,  and  stuiJedwith  whole 
pages  of  follies  in  opinions. 

I  fancy  Jephson  is  the  oidy  one  of  my  acquaintance  yon 
have  in  London  now.  Pray  give  him  my  best  compliments, 
and  believe  me,  dear  sir,  moat  sincerely  yonr  servant  and 
friend,  J.  P.  Keuble. 


Two  letters  from  Lord  Charlemont  form  his  con- 
tributions for  the  year ;  one  mentions  the  transmission 
of  a  translation  from  the  Italian.  His  name  is  not 
to  be  affixed,  and  it  is  to  be  "corrected  without 
morcy."  His  idea  of  rendering  one  langTiage  into 
another  is  perfectly  just,  were  it  always  practicable. 

"  Not  content  with  giving  the  sense  of  an  author, 
I  would  always  wish,  if  possible,  to  communicate  his 
manner.    This  is,  in  my  opinion,  best  done  by,  as  far 

•  Mr.  Thomas  Sheridan,  fatber  of  Ricliard  Brinslej. 
L   2 
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as  the  difference  of  idiom  will  permit,  copying  Ins 
phrase ;  a  mode  of  translating  hostile  to  elegance  but 
friendly  to  fidelity.  I  would  at  all  times  rather 
choose  to  be  faithful  than  elegant.  Above  all  things, 
the  characteristics  of  the  original  should  be  preservetl,, 
which  in  the  case  before  us  has  a  certain  simplicity 
or  naivete,  and  this  I  have  endeavoured  to  copy, 
though  in  so  doing  I  may  very  probably  have  ren- 
dered my  language  so  faulty  as  to  require  much 
correction." 

The  second  adverts  to  the  paucity  of  corrections 
in  the  piece  so  transmitted,  which  he  attributes  to 
Malones  delicacy.  He  asks,  as  usual,  for  further 
supplies  of  books: — Dante,  in  large  paper;  some  of 
Ihe  Delp/ilne  Classics  ;  Gatt's  Travels ;  ForcCs  Platjs, 
"  to  which  I  am  very  partial ; "  and  some  others. 
He  glances  also  at  the  trial  of  the  then  great  Indian 
delinquent — '*  As  a  man,  and  for  the  sake  of  human 
nature,  I  am  happv  that  Hastings  has  been  so  ably 
attacked.  As  a  friend,  I  am  delighted  at  Burke's 
success.  When  next  you  see  him,  tell  him  so  from 
me.  It  is,  I  think,  impossible  that  even  partiality 
can  screen  the  tyrant  of  the  East  from  punishment ; 
and  the  disgrace  will  be  greater  in  proportion  to  that 
partiality." 

All  writers  who  have  spoken  of  Dr.  Warburton's 
career  have  usually  dwelt  upon  his  good  fortune  in 
meeting  with  Pope.  But  by  the  following  account, 
the  latter  would  appear  to  have  been  the  greater 
gainer  of  the  two  by  the  intimacy.  The  Poet  made 
the  Divine  a  Bishop,  and  the  Divine  made  the  Poet 
a  Christian. 


MONTAGUE. 


*^  January  18i!/i,  1789- — Dr.  Joseph  Warton,  talk- 
ing last  night  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  of  Pope's 
£ssay  on  Man,  said  that  much  of  his  system  was 
borrowed  from  King's  book  on  the  Origin  of  Evil. 
This  was  first  published  in  Dublin,  in  Latin,  in  1704, 
and  translated  into  English  by  Bishop  Law,  in  1731, 
not  very  long  before  the  Essay  on  Man  was  written. 
Dr.  Warton  mentioned  that  Lord  Lyttleton  told  him 
that  he  lived  much  with  Pope  at  tliat  time,  and  that 
Pope  was  then  undoubtedly  a  Free-thinker ;  though 
he  afterwards  either  changed  his  opinion,  or  thought 
it  prudent  to  adopt  Warbiu-ton's  explanation  and 
comment,  who  saw  his  meaning  as  he  chose  to 
express  it,  '  better  than  ho  did  himself.'  Dr.  Warton 
forbore  to  state  this  in  his  Essay  on  Pope." 

Tlie  subject  of  the  following  conversation  has  been 
so  much  the  theme  of  animadversion  in  talk,  in 
writing,  in  verse,  and  in  prose,  that  notwithstanding 
her  talents,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  she 
opened  the  way  for  a  large  share  of  that  scandal 
which  fastened  upon  her  fame  in  life  and  has  clung 
to  her  in  the  grave.  Unlucky,  indeed,  must  that 
person  be  against  whom  Pope  and  Walpole  united  in 
the  bitterest  censure  I  Some  further  particulars  will 
be  found  in  the  note  subjoined  to  this  statement, 
made  to  the  hero  of  our  story. 

"March  8,  1789. — Mr.  Horace  Walpole  remem- 
bers Lady  M.  W.  Montague  perfectly  well,  having 
passed  a  year  with  her  at  Florence.  He  told  me 
this  morning  that  she  was  not  handsome,  had  a 
wild,  staring  eye,  was  much  marked  with  the  small- 
pox, which    she  endeavoured  to   conceal,  by  filling 
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up  the  depressions  with  white  paint.  She  was  a 
great  mischief-maker,  and  had  not  the  smallest 
regard  for  truth.  Her  first  gallant  after  her 
marriage  was  Lord  Stair,  our  ambassador  at 
Paris. 

"Worsdale,  the  painter,  told  Mr.  Walpolc  that 
the  first  cause  of  quarrel  between  ber  and  Popo  was 
her  borrowing  a  pair  of  sheets  from  the  poet,  which, 
after  keeping  them  a  fortnight,  were  returned  to  him 
unwashed-  She  had  a  house  at  Twickenham,  near 
Pope's. 

"  The  line  of  that  poet — 

*  Who  Btaivei  a  riiter  or  roraivcara  a  debt  ? ' 
alludes  to  two  of  her  most  disreputable  actions. 
Her  sister  was  Lady  Mar.  who  resided  some  time 
at  Paris.  After  her  coming  to  England  she  went 
mad,  and  Lady  M.  W.  Montague  had  the  custody 
of  her  person.  She  put  her  under  the  caro  of  one 
who  was  used  to  that  employment,  but  allowed  so 
scantily  for  her  maintenance  (though  the  Court  of 
Chancery  bad  furnished  her  with  means  for  the 
support  of  the  lunatic),  and  paid  so  little  attention 
to  ber,  that  her  keeper,  to  save  trouble,  used  to 
put  the  tliree  meals  intended  for  her  into  one,  and 
then  lock  ber  up,  that  she  might  be  free  herself 
for  the  rest  of  the  day.  When  Lady  Mara  daugh- 
ter, Lady  Mary  Erskine,  came  of  age,  she  applied 
to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  got  her  mother  out  of 
Lady  M.  W.  Montague's  custody,  took  her  into  her 
own  house,  and  carefully  attended  to  ber  till  her 
death. 

**The  latter  part  of  the  line — *who  forswears  a. 
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debt' — alludea  to  another  unprincipled  transaction. 
Soon  after  Lady  Mary  W.  Montague's  return  from 
Constantinople,  she  fell  in  love  with  a  French 
gentleman  who  was  very  fond  of  her,  and  to  whom 
she  gave  her  person  while  she  remained  in  Paris. 
He  followed  her  into  England  with  about  two  thou- 
sand pounds  in  his  pocket,  which  soon  after  his 
arrival,  she  persuaded  him  to  put  into  her  hands 
to  dispose  of  in  the  English  funds  to  the  best 
advantage,  lest  from  ignorance  of  our  customs  he 
might  be  imposed  upon.  Soon  afterwards  she 
assured  him  her  husband  had  discovered  their  in- 
trigue, and  that  he  could  not  stay  longer  in  England 
without  danger  to  his  life.  The  poor  Frenchman 
in  vain  begged  to  have  his  money ;  but  she  said 
that  withdrawing  it  from  the  funds  would  take  up 
too  much  time ;  and  that  he  must  fly  instantly.  Ho 
fled  accordingly,  and  solicited  in  vain  afterwards  to 
have  the  money  remitted.  Lady  M.  W.  Montague 
had  the  impudence  to  disown  the  whole  transaction; 
and  even  to  writo  to  her  sister,  Lady  Mar,  to  incite 
her  husband,  or  Lord  Stair  {Lady  Mary's  old  lover) 
to  punish  the  Frenchman  for  defamation. 

"  On  her  death-bed  she  gave  seventeen  large 
volumes  in  MS.  of  her  letters,  memoirs,  and  poems, 
to  the  clergyman  who  attended  her,  with  an  injunc- 
tion to  publish  them;  but  Lady  Bute,  her  daughter, 
being  very  desirous  to  prevent  this,  prevailed  on  her 
husband,  who  was  then  Prime  Minister,  to  give  the 
clergyman  a  good  Crown  living.  For  this  bribe  he 
broke  his  trust,  and  surrenderml  the  letters,  which 
will  probably  never  sec  the  light. 


"  Of  twelve  of  her  letters,  however,  addressed  to 
Lady  Mar  at  Paris,  there  are  copies  in  the  hands  of 
Colonel  Erskinc,  Lady  Mar's  grandson,  which  will 
probably  some  time  or  other  get  into  print.  He  has 
also  a  copy  of  a  very  curious  letter  of  Lady  M.  W. 
Montague's,  giving  an  account  of  a  private  society 
that  used  to  meet  about  the  year  1730  at  Lord 
Hillsborough's  in  Hanover  Square,  where  each  gen- 
tleman came  masked,  and  brought  with  him  one 
lady — cither  his  mistress,  or  any  other  man's  wife, 
or  perhaps  a  woman  of  the  town — who  was  also 
masked.  They  were  on  oath  not  to  divulge  names, 
and  continued  masked  the  whole  time.  There  were 
tables  set  out  for  supper,  artificial  arbours,  couches, 
&c.,  to  which  parties  retired  when  they  pleased  and 
called  for  what  refreshment  they  chose.  This  letter 
is  not  one  of  the  twelve  above-mentioned.  This  insti- 
tution probably  lasted  but  a  short  time.  The  late 
Captain  O'Brien  told  me  that  his  father,  Sir  Kdward, 
was  one  of  the  members. 

"  Aviennus  and  his  ic'ife,  in  Pope's  verses,  were 
Wortley  Montague  and  Lady  Mary.  Wordly  was 
also  Mr.  Wortley. 

"  Lady  W.  Montague  had  two  children  by  the 
Frenchman  alluded  to,  and  this  amour  was  the 
cause  of  being  separated  from  her  husband. 

"  (From  the  information  of  Colonel  Erskine.)"* 


*  Whether  these  statements,  even  from  a  relative,  be  true,  will  now 
be  difficult  to  decide.  Walpoie,  however  familiar  with  her  history,  wm 
certainly  very  hostile  to  her  in  feeling ;  yet  he  could  scarcely  descend 
to  invent  and  string  together  such  a  tissue  of  otTeaeea,  however  he  may 
have  given  a  ready  car  to  rumour  or  enaggcruitoii.  Aluch  in  her  history 
is  ao  doubt  difficult  to  eiplmn.    Bfac  often  lived  in  equivocal  eodcty,  and 
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Occasional  excursions  to  the  country  varied  the 
enjoyments  of  town  and  of  the  club.      One  of  these 

her  reputation  must  pay  the  penalty;  for  her  friends,  by  destroying  her 
papers,  have  left  coni]ilcle  vindication  iiopoesible. 

For  the  story  of  the  children,  mentioned  on  the  authority  of  the  colonel, 
DO  snflidcat  founilstion  appears.  No  record  marks  Eeparation  Grom  her 
husbuid,  80  as  to  admit  the  birth  of  two  children  from  the  tFme  of  their 
return  from  Constantinople  till  her  departure  from  England  on  a  twenty 
years'  csile.  She  was  then  forty-nine  years  old.  Time,  therefore,  would 
secffl  to  acquit  her  at  least  of  child- bearing. 

It  ia  certain  from  admissions  ia  her  own  lettera  that  a  Frenchman, 
viha  professed  the  strongest  attachment,  and  who  we  mast  ffup{>aae  vaa 
a  previous  acquaintajicc,  wrote  from  France,  requesting  pcrmiasion  to 
join  her  in  £ogland.  This  a^er  B«me  time  was  conceded.  He  wtu  not, 
however,  to  come  empty-banded.  With  his  money,  or  a  joint  sum,  pur* 
chases  were  made  in  the  funds ;  but  disagreement  arising,  she  wished 
bim  to  quit  England  leaving  his  investment  behind.  He  would  not  go. 
She  sought  the  return  of  her  letters  from  him,  which  were  refused ;  be 
even  made  communicaliona  to  her  husband,  which  she  had  ingenuity 
enough  to  intercept;  and  then,  it  is  said,  threatened  him  with  personal 
violence,  if  not  assas^nation.  In  return  he  threatened  the  publication  of 
her  letters.  This  produced  ogonica  of  terror,  as  evinced  in  communica- 
tions to  her  aster,  such  as  are  not  known  in  any  of  her  writings.  Fxpo- 
aure,  no  doubt,  would  hftTe  been  ruin,  but  her  good  genius  prevailed  in 
Maying  its  execution. 

Lady  Mary,  it  appears,  kept  a  journal  from  her  earhcst  years  to  their 
close.  Iler  sister,  afterward  Countess  of  Mar,  destroyed  it  on  her  elope- 
ment with  her  husband,  !&Ir.  Wortloy.  After  marriage,  the  practice  was 
resumed  and  continued.  At  her  death — whether  procured,  as  statod, 
from  the  clergyman  iu  attendance  does  not  appear— it  fell  into  the  bands 
of  Lady  Bute,  who  ever  after  kept  it  under  lock  and  key.  Occamonally 
«lie  would  rend  passages  to  her  family  and  friends,  but  would  not  trust 
aoy  portiou  of  it  out  of  her  own  bands,  except  a  few  of  the  early  copy- 
books, which  she  allowed  one  of  the  family.  Lady  Louisa  Stuart,  to  read 
alone,  on  condition  that  uolhiog  should  be  transcribed.  Shortly  before 
her  death,  Lady  Bute  burned  the  entire  journal,  to  the  great  grief  of  the 
junior  portion  of  tbe  family. 

What  disclosures  or  explanations  were  made  in  those  papers,  none  can 
now  tell.  Unquestionably  they  must  have  been  curious  in  a  high  degree 
in  literature,  morals,  wit,  anecdote,  and  sketches  of  personal  character, 
frotn  one  who  saw  so  much  and  described  so  freely  iu  her  journey 
through  life. 

Lord  WharncliiTe,  in  his  editioa  of  her  works,  puts  the  best  con- 
■tmetion  on  unexplained  points.  This  is  natural  and  charitable.  We 
readily  go  with  him  where  we  can,  though  not  at  tbe  expense  of  truth. 
We  would  all  desire  to  sec  genius  as  pure  in  conduct  as  noble  iu  attri- 
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was  to  his  distinguislied  countryman  in  Buckingham- 
Bhiro,  of  which  we  have  a  few  details. 

"  July  28,  1799. — Went  to  Gregoricss,  near  Bea- 
coDsfield,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Burke,  with  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  Courtenay,  and 
passed  three  days  there  very  agreeably. 

'*  As  I  walked  out  before  breakfast  with  Mr.  B., 
I  proposed  to  him  to  revise  and  enlarge  his  admirable 
book  on  the  Sublime  and  Benutifnl,  which  the 
experience,  reading,  and  observation  of  thirty  years 
could  not  but  enable  him  to  improve  considerably. 
But  ho  said  the  train  of  his  thoughts  had  gone 
another  way,  and  the  whole  bent  of  his  mind  turned 
from  such  subjects  j  that  ho  was  much  fitter  for  such 
speculations  at  the  time  he  published  that  book  (about 
1758')  than  now.  Besides,  he  added,  the  subject  was 
then  new,  but  several  writers  have  since  gone  over  the 
same  ground.  Lord  Kamcs  and  others.  The  subject 
he  said  had  been  long  rolling  in  his  thoughts  before 
he  wrote  his  book,  he  having  been  used  from  the  time 
he  was  in  college  to  speculate  on  the  topics  which 
form  the  subjects  of  it.  He  was  six  or  seven  years 
employed  on  it,  and  produced  it  when  he  was  about 
28  or  29  years  old — a  prodigious  work  for  such  a 
period  of  life. 

"  On  Thursday,  30th,  we  went  in  the  morning  to 

biites — willing  to  exalt  our  common  nature,  unttuotix]  by  thoae  vicct  that 
drag  them  down  to  the  level  of  the  unprincipled  and  Tulgar.  Should  the 
reader  wish  further  detoila,  he  may  turn  to  the  Q^rtcriy  Eetiem, 
No.  1  111,  in  the  QOlicc  of  Lord  Wharnctiffe'a  volumes— written  no  doubt 
by  the  late  Eight  Hon.  J.  W.  Crokcr. 

*  It  should  be  ns7.  The  auecdotc  hud  been  commuaicated  to  mc 
in  aubctAnce  many  yean  ago. 
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meraham,  to  soo  Mr.  Drake's  very  noble  seat.  Ho 
has  some  of  the  tallest  trees  in  England  ;  two  particu- 
larly fine,  a  beech  and  an  ash,  that  are  as  straight  as 
the  mast  of  a  ship,  and  the  former  several  years  ago 
was  112  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the  branches.  It  is 
now  much  higher  of  course. 

**  Mr.  Drake  has  a  few  good  pictures,  particularly 
four  very  fine  by  Verne  t,  as  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
said.  They  were  done  in  the  early  part  of  his  life, 
as  he  observed,  with  great  care,  and  in  his  opinion 
were  worth  500/.  apiece.  Vemet  is  still  alive  and 
very  old.  All  his  later  works,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  business  he  has  had  and  his  great  age,  were 
done  very  carelessly ;  yet  for  these  latter  he  has 
received  a  great  price ;  for  the  former  a  very  mode- 
rate one. 

"  There  was  a  portrait  here  of  Lord  Chancellor 
Hatton,  said  in  the  Catalogue  to  be  done  by  Jame- 
son, the  Scotch  Vandyke ;  but  this  must  be  a 
mistake,  for  Jameson  was  horn  in  1586,  and  Hatton 
died  in  1591-  Possibly  however  it  might  bo  a  copy 
by  Jameson. 

"  There  was  also  a  portrait  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
said  to  bo  done  by  Hiliiard,  which  by  no  means 
qualified  the  high  praises  given  him  by  his  contempo- 
raries. Like  most  of  the  other  portraits  of  the  queen, 
this  has  not  the  least  shade  to  the  face,  and  her  hair 
is  quite  red. 

"We  dined  this  day  at  Hall-ham,  as  it  is  now 
called,  though  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  life  of  Waller, 
calls  it  Hill-ham,  and  I  took  another  look  at  Waller's 
portraits.     I  did  not  before  observe,  that  on  that  by 
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Cornelius  Jaiisen  is  written  '  Ann.  aotat.  23  vi(<B  vix 
primo'  Sir  J.  Reynolds  said  it  was  done  with  groat 
care,  and  probably  was  an  exact  resemblance ;  but 
that  it  had  the  fault  which  all  Jansen's  pictures 
have— the  flesh  lias  too  much  the  appearance  of 
ivory.  He  thought  the  portrait  of  Waller,  in  bis  old 
age,  was  done  by  Kneller  in  his  first  and  best  man- 
ner. When  Kneller  came  first  from  Italy  (he  said) 
he  painted  much  more  carefully  than  afterwards,  and 
was  less  of  a  mannerist.  In  his  latter  works  he  gave 
every  woman  pouting  cherry  lips,  as  Lely  gave  all  his 
ladies  a  sleepy  eye. 

"  Sir  J.  Reynolds  found  out  another  portrait  of 
Waller  here,  which  he  supposed  to  be  done  by 
Lely  in  his  first  manner,  when  he  imitated  Vandyke 
so  closely  that  some  of  his  pictures  have  been  mis- 
taken for  those  of  that  master.  Afterwards,  he  too 
became  a  mannerist.  Loly  was  horn  in  I6l7)  aud 
came  into  England  in  1641.  He  at  first  painted 
landskips  {sic)  as  well  as  portraits,  and  he  gave  some 
designs  for  ornamental  engra^'ings  prefixed  to  books. 
One  of  his  designs  of  Ibis  kind  may  be  found  in 
Lovelace's  Poems.  lie  died  in  1680,  at  sixty-three. 
Kneller  was  born  about  the  year  1648,  went  to  Italy 
in  1672,  remained  tbero  for  some  time,  and  came  to 
England  in  1674.  He  died  October  2",  1723, 
aged  75." 
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Eeviaion  of  RoBweli"s  Joftnson— Baretti— Viait  lo  Waller's  former  man- 
sion— John  Kcmhie— Publication  of  Shakspcnrc— Burke — Reynolds 
— Mrs.  Rozzi— Rcliqne  of  Elisabethaa  Poetry— Visit  to  Burke — 
Abbe  Rsynal— Burke,  in  aUurion  to  Uoslinge'  trial. 

Am[d  much  good  society,  to  which  there  are  several 
contemporary  allusions,  added  to  a  long  visit  to  his 
brother  and  sisters  in  Hertfordshire,  he  was  pushing 
on  Shakspeare.  lie  had  destined  the  work  for  an 
earlier  birth ;  but  time  will  leave  the  most  diligent 
labourer  behind. 

Even  friendship  conspired  to  increase  the  delay. 
Boswell  was  equally  busy  upon  the  life  of  Johnson ; 
and  having  the  strongest  faith  in  the  judgment  of 
Malone,  claimed  his  assistance  not  only  in  contribu- 
tions to  notes  and  text,  but  in  revision  of  the  whole 
work.  This  rather  serious  tax  upon  attention  was 
met  in  his  usual  spirit  of  active  good-will.  His  notes 
to  that  work  form  ample  evidence  of  the  interest  in 
it  which  he  felt ;  and  there  were  introduced  number- 
less suggestions  which  do  not  publicly  appear.  But 
the  private  acknowledgments  of  the  biographer  dis- 
play pretty  strongly  the  extent  of  his  obligations. 

On  the  10th  of  January   1799.  he  writes  to  his 
chosen  friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple :  * 
•  Sec  thf  letters  recently  published. 
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Whenever  I  have  completed  the  rough  draft,  by  which 
I  mean  the  work  withoat  nice  correction,  Malonc  and  I  are 
to  prepare  one-half  perfectly,  and  then  it  goes  to  press,  where 
I  hope  to  have  it  early  in  Febrnary  so  aa  to  be  oat  by  the 
end  of  May."  I  do  not  believe  that  Malone's  Shakgpeare 
will  be  much  before  me.  His  brother.  Lord  Sunderlin,  nvith 
his  lady  and  two  siatera,  came  home  from  a  long  tour  on  the 
Continent  in  summer  last,  and  took  a  country-house  about 
twenty  miles  from  town  for  six  montlis.  Malone  lived  with 
them ;  so  his  labour  was  much  intermitted. 

July  3,  1789. 

I  may  perhaps  come  to  you  in  autumn  if  Malone  goea  to 
Ireland,  so  that  the  revising  of  Johnson's  Life  cannot  proceed 
till  winter. 

October  13-14, 1789. 

Malone,  who  obligingly  revises  my  Li/e  of  John»on,  Is  to 
go  to  Ireland  when  his  Shahpeare  is  published,  which  will 
be  about  Chrietmaa.  I  ain  therefore  to  get  as  much  of  his 
time  as  may  be  while  he  reniainE,  as  he  may  not  return  from 
Ireland  till  the  summer.  Yesterday  atleruoon,  Malone  and 
I  revised  and  made  ready  for  the  press  thirty  pages  of 
Johnson's  Life.  He  is  mucli  pleased  witli  it ;  but  I  feel  a  sad 
indifference,  and  he  says  I  have  not  the  use  of  ray  faculties. 

How  often  is  it  that  gloomy  anticipations  of  failure 
como  over  authors  during  the  progress  of  the  most 
successful  works !  Often,  on  the  other  hand,  what 
lively  expectations  of  success  where  utter  disappoint- 
ment awaits  the  writer ! 

Noeembel- 2S,  1789. 
My  apology  for  not  coming  to  you  as  I  fully  intended  and 
wished,  is  really  a  sufficient  one  ;  for  the  revision  of  my  Life 
of  Johnson,  by  so  acute  and  knowing  a  critic  as  Mr.  Malone, 
is  of  most  essential  consequence,  especially  as  he  is  Jokn- 
sonianinmiive ;  and  as  he  is  to  hasten  to  Ireland  as  soon  as  hia 
Shahpeare  is  fairly  published,  1  must  avail  myself  of  him 
noil}.     His  hospitality  and  my  otlier  invitations,  and  particu- 

*  It  did  not  appew  tot  two  years  sfierwsrd«. 
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larly  my  attendance  at  Lord  Lonsdale,  imvo  lost  us  many 
evenings.  ....  The  week  before  Ix-^l  I  indulged  myself 
by  giving  one  ilinner.  I  had  Wilkes,  Sir  Joahua  Reynolds, 
Flood,  the  Irish  orator,  Malone,  Courtenay,  Govenior  Penn, 
grandson  of  old  William,  who  brought  over  tlie  petition  from 
Congress  which  was  bo  obstinately  and  unwisely  rejected; 
and  my  brother  David,  We  had  a  very  good  day.  Would 
i  were  able  to  give  many  such  dinners !  Malone  gives  them 
withont  number.  Last  Sunday  I  dined  with  him,  ivith  Sir 
Josfaua  Reynolds,  Sii-  Joseph  Banks,  Mr.  Metcalf,  Mr.  Wind- 
I  ham,  Mr.  Courtenay,  and  some  of  Johnson's  friends,  to  settle 
as  to  efTectual  measures  for  having  a  monument  erected  to 
him  in  Westmiiistcr  Abbey. 

A  few  other  acknowledgments  appear  early  in  the 
following  year. 

Ftbruan/S,  1790. 

It  IB  better  that  I  am  atill  here ;  for  I  am  within  a  short 

walk  of  Mr.  Malone,  who  revises  my  Life  of  Johnson 

13(/(. — I  drink  with  Lord  Lonsdale  one  day,  the  next  I  am 
quiet  in  Malone's  elegant  study,  revising  my  Life  of  Johnson, 
of  which  I  have   high  expectations,  both  as  to  fame   and 

profit 

Jidy  21,  1790. 

Though  my  mind  felt  very  sick,  I  Boon  felt  relief  in  London. 
I  dined  that  day  quietly  with  Malone.  On  Smiday  I  was  at 
St  George's  Church,  Hanover  Square,  and  dined  again  with 
Malone. 

An  evening's  walk  home  after  dinner  with  an  intel- 
ligent companion  furnished  the  subject  of  this  work 
with  the  following  anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnson  : — 

"Baretti,  with  whom  I  dined  at  Mr.  Courtenay '9 
(Stinday,  April  5,  1789>)  mentioned  two  extraordi- 
nary instances  of  Dr.  Johnson's  wonderful  memory. 
Baretti  had  onco  proposed  to  teach  him  Italian. 
Thev  went  over  a  few  stanzas  of  Ariosto'a  Orlando 


UPE  OP  EDMOXD  MALONE, 

Inamorafo,  and  Johnson  then  grew  weary.  Some 
years  afterwards,  Barctti  reminded  him  of  his  promise 
to  study  Italian,  and  said  he  would  give  him  another 
lesson;  but  added,  I  suppose  you  have  forgot  what 
we  read  before.  'Who  forgets,  sir?'  said  Johnson, 
and  immediately  repeated  three  or  four  stanzas  of  the 
poem.  Baretti  was  astonished,  and  took  an  oppor- 
tmiity  before  he  went  away  of  privately  taking  down 
the  book  to  see  if  it  had  been  recently  opened;  but 
the  leaves  were  entirely  covered  with  dust. 

"  The  other  instance  was  as  remarkable.  Dr. 
James  had  picked  up  on  a  stall  a  book  of  Greek 
hymns.  The  author's  name  I  forget.  He  brought  it 
to  Johnson  as  a  curiosity,  who  ran  his  eyes  over  the 
pages  and  returned  it.  A  year  or  two  afterwards,  he 
dined  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  where  also  Dr.  Mus- 
grave,  the  editor  of  Euripides,  happened  to  be.  Mus- 
gravc  made  a  great  parade  of  his  Greek  learning,  and 
among  other  less  known  writers,  mentioned  the  hymns 

of ,  which  he  thought  none  of  the  company  were 

acquainted  with,  and  extolled  them  highly.  Johnson 
said  the  tirst  of  them  was  indeed  very  fine,  and  imme- 
diately repeated  it.  It  consisted  of  ten  or  twelve  lines. 

"  When  Johnson  had  finished  his  Rasselas,  Baretti 
happened  to  call  on  him.  He  said  he  had  just  finished 
a  romance — that  he  had  no  money,  and  pressingly 
required  some  to  take  to  his  mother  who  was  ill  at 
Lichfield.  He  therefore  requested  Baretti  to  go  to 
Dodsloy  the  bookseller,  and  say  he  wished  to  see  him. 
^\Tien  lie  came,  Johnson  asked  what  he  would  give 
for  his  romance.  The  only  question  was  what  number 
of  sheets  it  would  make.     On  examining  it,  he  said 
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he  woold  give  him  100/.  Johnson  was  perfectly  con- 
tented, but  insisted  on  part  of  riie  money  heing  paid 
immediately,  and  accordingly  received  70/.  Any 
other  person  with  the  degree  of  reputation  he  then 
possessed  would  have  got  400/.  for  that  work,  but  he 
never  understood  the  art  of  making  the  most  of  his 
productions. 

*'  Baretti  made  a  translation  of  Rasselns  into 
French,  which  is  I  believe  in  print.  He  never,  liow- 
ever,  could  satisfy  himself  with  the  translation  of  the 
first  sentence,  which  is  uncommonly  lofty.  Mention- 
ing this  to  Johnson,  the  latter  said  after  thinking  two 
or  three  minutes,  '  Well,  take  up  the  pen,  and  if  you 
can  understand  my  pronunciation,  I  will  see  what  I 
can  do.'  He  then  dictated  the  sentence  to  the  trans- 
lator, which  proved  admirable,  and  was  immediately 
adopted. 

"  Baretti  used  sometimes  to  walk  with  him  through 
the  streets  at  night,  and  occasionally  entered  into 
conversation  with  the  unfortunate  women  who  fre- 
quent them,  for  the  sake  of  hearing  their  stories. 
It  was  from  a  history  of  one  of  these,  which  a  girl 
told  under  a  tree  in  the  King's  Bench  Walk  in  the 
Temple  to  Baretti  and  Johnson,  that  he  formed  the 
story  of  Misella  in  the  Rambler." 

The  introduction  by  Burke  to  the  occupier  of  Hill- 
bam,  procured  an  invitation  for  Malone  to  revisit  it, 
and  run  over  again  more  at  leisure  those  objects, 
chiefly  portraits  and  books,  which  had  been  the  pro- 
perty of  the  poet. 

'^  Safurdaj/f  Juty  3rd,  1 789- — I  went  to  Hill-bam 
near  Beaconsfield,  the  seat  of  Waller  the  poet,  and 
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spent  two  days  with  Mr.  BUdr,  ita  temporary  pos- 
sessor. The  house  was  built  by  Waller  himself,  but 
there  have  been  considerable  additions.  Mr.  Waller, 
the  present  owner,  is  a  young  man,  the  sixth  I  believe 
from  the  poet;  and  being  straitened  in  circumstances, 
the  estate  being  now  not  more  than  about  1,500/.  per 
annum  and  much  encumbered,  has  let  this  house 
and  domain  for  three  years  to  enable  him  to  pay 
debts  of  his  father's  to  some  amount,  which,  however, 
he  is  not  under  any  legal  obligation  to  pay,  but  means 
to  discharge  from  a  sense  of  honour. 

"  There  are  here  two  original  pictures  of  the  poet, 
one  when  he  was  twenty-three,  painted  I  think  by 
Cornelius  Jansen.  That  in  Lord  Chesterfield's  col- 
lection appears  to  have  been  a  copy  from  this.  I 
have  never  seen  it,  but  the  print  made  of  it  by  Bell 
(engraved  by  Cooke)  has  no  resemblance  to  the  pic- 
ture at  Hill-bam,  though  the  dress  shows  that  it  was 
done  from  some  copy  of  that  picture.  The  other 
was  painted  in  his  old  age ;  and  I  should  have 
supposed  it  the  portrait  from  which  Vertue  engraved 
his  half  sheet  print,  and  also  that  for  the  quarto 
edition  of  AVallor's  works,  but  that  Vertue 'a  band  is 
plain,  and  that  in  the  picture  just  mentioned  is  laced. 
In  all  other  respects  the  print  and  picture  correspond, 
except  that  I  think  the  character  of  the  face  is  not  so 
nicely  preserved  in  Vertue's  print  as  it  might  be. 

"  I  may  say  the  same  of  the  print  which  ha« 
been  just  now  engraved  by  Sharpe  from  a  portrait 
of  Henry,  Lord  Southampton,  for  my  edition  of 
Sliakspearii :  in  which  though  it  is  tolerably  faithful, 
the  character  of  the  face  ia  not  so  nicely  preserved 
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as  I  could  have  wished.  If  Sacharis8a  was  not 
handsomer  than  the  portrait  which  is  shown  for 
her  at  Hill-bam,  she  was  not  worth  half  the  verses 
bestowed  upon  her. 

*  There  is  a  verj-  good  library  here,  partly  con- 
sisting of  the  poet's  collection,  which  has  been 
greatly  increased  by  his  successors.  I  found  his 
name  written  in  many  of  the  books.  As  he  is  said 
to  have  formed  his  versification  on  Fairfax's  Tasso,  I 
was  curious  to  examine  it.     But  it  contained  not  a 

gle  remark  in  the  margin,  nor  even  his  name.  It 
was  the  second  edition  of  1624,  it  was  remarkably 
clean,  and  had  no  appearance  of  being  much  road. 

'In  the  first  leaf  of  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle's 
Philosophical  ami  Physical  Opi?iio?ts,  folio  1663,  ho 
has  written  these  lines  which  describe  her  book 
very  truly : — 

"  '  New  costlca  in  the  air  ibis  lady  builds, 
^Vhile  nonsense  with  pbUosoph j  she  guildi.' 

"In  his  Chaucer,  folio,  1560: — 

"'jam  montc  potitiia 
Ridet  snhelanleDi  dura  ad  vcatigia  lurbaiu.'* 
"  Sidney's  Arcadia  one  should  suppose  would  have 
been  read  by  him  at  an  early  period  of  life ;  but  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  read  it  till  he  was  near 
seventy;  for  in  the  title-page  of  his  copy,  which  is 
in  folio,  printed  hy  Ponsonby  in  I6l3,  he  has  written 
'Ed.  Waller,  10^.  16/4.'  In  the  title-page  of  his 
copy  of  Sir  William  Davenant's  works,  I  found 
*Edw.  Waller,  OU.  00*.,  L673,'  which  I  mention 
only  as  it  ascertains  the  price  of  the  book. 

*  The  lines  were  writun  by  Camdcii,  and  are  found  in  tlic  old  edition 
of  Cfaaocer,  printed  iu  IG'JU. 

M   2 
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"  The  first  folio  edition  of  Shakspeare  was  probably 
sold  for  the  same  price.  This  was  not  in  the  library, 
nor  any  ancient  edition  but  that  of  1685,  which  was 
bound  in  three  volumes.  His  name  was  not  in  it. 
Waller  died  in  168".  Is  it  possible  that  ho  did  not 
possess  a  copy  of  Shakspeare 's  Flays  till  two  years 
before  his  death?  His  Ovid  by  Sandys  contained 
nothing ;  but  in  Sandys'  version  of  the  Psalms  he  baa 
written  Ex  dono  Authoris. 

'*  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  a  very  thick  volume 
of  quarto  tracts,  which  contained  a  great  number  of 
detached  speeches  made  in  Parliament  in  1642  and 
1643  and  printed  on  single  sheets,  did  not  contain 
Waller's  own  speech  in  his  defence  when  his  plot  was 
discovered." 

An  application  made  to  Kemblc  for  some  theatrical 
information,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  the  actor 
for  some  litcrarj'  attentions  from  the  critic,  produced 
a  characteristic  letter  from  the  former  while  absent 
from  London  on  one  of  his  summer  campaigns : — 

Liverpool,  Juls  7'<t,  1789. 

My  deah  Sin, — Your  letter  found  mo  confined  to  bed  by 
a  pleurisy,  and  utterly  incapable  of  moving.  This  is  the 
eleventh  day  of  my  illueaa ;  but,  thank  God,  I  am  on  tb© 
mending  hand,  and  hope  to  be  on  horseback  to-morrow. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Weatley,  the  treasurer  of  Drury  Lane 
Theatre,  by  this  post,  and  shall  mention  your  desire  very  par- 
ticularly. I  have  inclosed  a  line  to  him  Iiere ;  he  lives  in 
Charlotte  Street,  Bedford  Square  just  behind  me ;  I  don't 
know  the  number  of  it,  but  his  name  is  on  the  door;  and  nine 
in  the  morning  or  four  in  the  afternoon  ia  the  hkeliest  time  to 
find  him  within. 

!   am  very  much    obliged  to    you  for  having  tlionght 
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of  the  maimscripts  for  me;  antl  am  sorry  to  tliink  I  should 
leave  town  without  a.  valedictory  gripe  of  your  hand ;  but 
Mr.  Sheridan  hail  me  iu  waitiug  from  one  at  noon  till  almost 
'  the  next  morning,  and  as  I  was  obliged  to  be  in  my 
chaise  by  four,  prevented  my  makiug  my  last  compliments 
to  all  my  other  friends.  We  did  a  good  deal  of  business  at 
last,  however,  and  I  passed  a  very  agreeable  day.  We  should 
have  had  a  very  triumphant  season  hut  for  my  unforlunate 
illness  which  ha-s  prevented  our  acting  our  most  atlractivo 
I  plays — Macbtth,  Othello,  Hamlet,  &c.  Huzza !  Shakspeare 
for  ever  I 

Pray  give  my  compliments  to  Jephson ;  and  believe  me 
yonr  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

J.  P.  Kemble. 

IJord  Charlemont,  as  usual,  pursues  his  friend  for 
acquisitions  in  poetry,  the  drama,  and  criticism,  with 
that  zeal  which  is  so  pleasant  to  witness  in  one 
who,  though  but  an  amateur,  gives  his  hours  to  the 
pursuit. 

He  writes  for  a  title-page  for  Turberville's  poems  * 
in  Malonc's  hand-writing  from  the  want  of  one  in 
print;  for  one  of  Shirley's  plays,  in  which  his  set 
is  deficient ;  for  a  volume  of  Green's  works ;  and  a 
second  copy  of  the  plays  attributed  lo  Shakspeare. 
"I  wish  to  have  them,  as  I  do  everything  that  bore 
that  sacred  name.  .  .  .  My  MS.  plays  are  all  of 
them  written  in  different  hands,  and  from  many 
interlineations  and.  corrections,  are  likely  to  be  the 
original  copies.  I  believe  Lady  Mob  has  been  mis- 
taken for  Lady  Motk.     The  mistake  however  is  not 

'  A  note  of  Malone  in  Warton's  J?afoi-j  of  Poetry,  vol.  iii,  p.  383, 
nlliidea  to  Mme  comic  Ules  of  this  writer,  from  whom,  it  U  RUpposcd, 
Shakspeare  took  the  fable  of  AfueA  Ado  about  Niilhiag.     Ue  h  nlao  nip- 
d  to  be  (insfend  of  Fnirfux)  the   first  translator  of  Tatso :  p,  3B2, 
i.  of  the  same  work.     Ed.  1  S'li. 


mine,  but  that  of  some  former  proprietor,  who  has 
given  in  the  first  page  an  imperfect  list  of  the  plays." 

In  1790  little  appears  of  his  correspondence,  and 
nothing  in  the  Anecdote  Journal.  Shakspeare  occu- 
pied close  attention ;  and  eight  years'  gestation  had 
brought  it  to  the  verge  of  birth.  "  When  I  first 
undertook  to  give  an  edition  of  bis  works,"  he  says 
in  a  pamphlet  written  soon  afterwards,  *'  it  did  not 
appear  to  me  so  arduous  a  work  as  I  found  it."  Very 
few  but  the  experienced,  calculate  the  time  or  the 
labour  necessary  to  a  book,  of  which  research  and 
conflicting  opinions  form  the  distinguishing  features. 
It  had  been  long  expected  by  the  host  of  Shakspearians 
who  flutter  in  the  press  either  as  admirers  of  the 
poet,  or  rivals  of  every  new  editor.  Ilis  friends 
occasionally  gave  hints  of  their  expectations  ;  and  we 
may  readily  believe  that  he  was  willing  enough  to 
take  rest  for  a  time  from  a  labour,  the  ramifications  of 
which  on  relative  points  had  extended  far  beyond  his 
original  conceptions. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  (November)  appeared 
The  plays  and  Poems  of  William  Shakspeare  in  Ten 
Volumes.  In  fact  there  were  eleven ;  the  first  being 
divided  into  two  parts  for  the  introduction  of  pre- 
liminary matter  necessary  to  the  comprehensive  view 
taken  of  all  the  bearings  of  the  subject. 

The  preface  occupied  above  seventy  pages;  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  Dr.  Jobnson ;  St«evens'  Advertise- 
ment; ancient  translations  from  classic  authors, 
chiefly  by  Stoovens ;  Pope's  preface ;  dedication  and 
preface  of  Heminge  and  Condell ;  Howe's  life  of 
Shakspeare  augmented  by  the  Editor ;  anecdotes  of 
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Shafcspeare  from  Oldya'  MS. ;  Shakspeare's  will ; 
mortgage  made  by  him  in  I6l2-13;  commendatory 
verses  on  Shakspearc  by  writers  of  more  or  less 
eminence ;  ancient  editions  of  his  plays  and  poems ; 
detached  criticisms  upon  him ;  entries  upon  the  books 
of  the  Stationers'  Company,  chiefly  by  Stecvens ; 
essay  by  the  editor  on  the  chronology  of  the  plays, 
with  additions ;  a  paper  on  Shakspeare,  Ford,  and 
Ben  Jonson.  In  the  second  part  of  the  first  volume 
is  a  historical  account  of  the  English  stage,  occu- 
pying above  three  hundred  pages,  to  which  Burke 
and  critics  of  every  class  liave  rendered  high  praise. 
It  exhibits  the  most  active  and  persevering  research. 

Little  need  be  said  here  of  a  work  so  long 
before  the  public.  Beyond  doubt  it  formed  the  best 
and  fullest  edition  which  had  appeared ;  and  as  the 
desire  for  improvement  did  not  cease  with  publica- 
tion, the  additions  made  and  the  reproduction  of  the 
work  in  twenty-one  volumes  by  the  younger  Boswell 
in  1822,  ensured  it  a  place  on  the  book-shelves  of  all 
reading  men. 

The  amount  of  research  was  at  once  apparent. 
Most  known  sources  of  information  had  been  dili- 
gently explored.  We  cannot  open  a  page  without 
being  impressed  by  the  sifting  and  winnowing  of 
authorities, — the  variety,  extent,  minuteness  of  his 
reading, — which  left  little  doubt  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  that  if  accuracy  were  attainable,  he  had  ex- 
erted every  means  within  reach  to  attain  it.  Not  but 
that  an  ample  field  of  doubt  still  remained,  and  will 
remain,  open  upon  various  points,  in  which  a  dramatic 
antiquary  might  disport  himself  at  pleasure.      Any 
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jugMeni  maj  be  samtanHd  wbn  iKarH  all  the 
BglidioiiKs  and  laiwl'*^'^*  of  fiKts  haie  been  swept 
airar  br  time. 

Bfifafffil  frDBi  tbe  duties  of  the  pfes>  be  soogbt 
relaxation  in  a  brng-praniaed  Tist  to  Irdand.  Bela- 
tires  "MJ  old  acquaintance  equaDr  Tied  in  dispensing 
tbe  ii^iT^nal  bospitafitr  to  one  who,  Tiewed  hr  some 
as  an  idle  wanderer^  had  letamed  the  possessor  of  no 
incmisiderable  £une. 

From  y^ngljmil  liketrise  foEoired  wann  approTal  of 
his  bdioars  br  deroted  Shakspeaiians.  AnHmg  these 
were  Warton,  Farmer^  Bislu^  Fercy,  and  many 
others.  While  men  of  more  general  oelehritTy  like 
Burke,  Windham,  Beynolds,  Sir  William  Scott, 
Conrtenav,  and  a  few  more,  gaTo  testimony  which 
might  almost  haTe  made  a  reputation.  With  the 
public  he  was  no  less  successfuL  In  fifteen  months 
a  large  edition  was  nearly  sold.  So  uneqoiTocal  was 
the  encouragement,  that  for  tho^  who  objected  to 
the  rather  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  paper  and 
type,  he  was  induced  to  offer  proposals  for  another 
edition  in  fifteen  royal  quarto  volumes,  of  which  we 
have  an  intimation  in  a  pamphlet  published  soon 
afterward.    But  it  was  never  executed.* 

^  Heaiji:  '^A^lendideditiooof  thepkysaDd  poems  of  our  grettdn- 
nmtie  poet,  with  tbe  illustrations  which  the  Tanous  editon  and  commen- 
tatori  have  famiriied^  is  yet  a  derideratom  in  English  literature.  Ihad,ten 
years  ago,  sketched  oat  the  plan  of  soch  an  edition,  and  intend  immediately 
to  cany  a  similar  rolome  into  ezecotion.  It  is  almost  nnnecessaiy  to  add, 
that  the  same  gratoitoos  zeal  which  induced  me  to  undertake  the  former 
cditioii,  wfll  accompany  this  lerisal  of  it,  and  that  no  diligence  or  care  of 
mine  shall  be  wanting  to  render  this  new  edition  of  my  work,  which  is 
to  be  ornamented  with  engrayings,  and  to  be  printed  in  fifteen  volumes 
royal  quarto,  worthy  of  our  greatest  English  poet.  The  first  two  volumes 
are  intended  to  be  published  next  year.** 
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^V  The  adoption  of  the  particular  paper  and  type 
^H  were  the  results  of  ill  advice ;  for  his  great  labours 
^H  were  gratuitous.  They  taxed  not  only  the  eyes 
^H  of  others  but  his  own,  the  object  being  to  accora- 
^^  modate  the  masses,  who  sought  the  gi-eatcst  quan- 
tity of  matter  within  the  most  moderate  compass. 
Taste   was    thus   sacrificed    to    partial   convenience. 

»"  His  sight,"  said  Boaden,    "  had   never  been   very 
good ;    and    unfortunately    to    keep    the    works    of 
Shakspeare  within  any  reasonable  limits,  he  had  in 
the  year  1790  done  the  greatest  possible  injury  to 
^_      his  eves  by  selecting  types  both  for  text  and  notes 
^H    for  bis  edition  painful  and  distressing  to  the  great 
^H    majority  of  readers." 

^H         The  letter  of  approval  by  Burke  is   too  charac- 
^H    teristic  of  the  master  not  to  find  place  here : 

^M  {No  date.) 

^H  Mt  dear  Sni, — Upon  comiJig  to  my  new  babitation  in 

^H  town,  I  found  your  valuable  work  upon  my  tabic     I  take  it 

^H  as  SI  very  good  earnest  of  the  instruction  and  pleasure  wliicli 

^H  may  be  yet  reserved  for  my  declining  years.     Though  I  have 

^H  had  many  little  arrangements  to  make  both  of  a  public  and 

^H  private  nature,  my  occupations  wore  not  able  to  overrule  my 

^^M  curiosity,  nor  to  prevent  me  fi'om  going  through  almost  the 

^H  whole   of  your   able,  exact,  and  interesting  history  of  the 

^H  stage. 

^H  A  history  of  the  stage  is  no  trivial  thing  to  those  who  wish 

^H  to  study  human  nature  in  all  shapes  and  positions.     It  is  of 

^H  all  things  the  most  instructive  to  see  not  only  the  reflection 

^H  of  manners  and  characters  at  several  periods,  but  the  modes 

^H  of  making  their  reflection,  and  the  manner  of  adapting  it  at 

^H  those  periods  to  the  taste  and  disposition  of  mankind.     The 

^^1  stage  indeed  may  be  considered   as   the  republic  of  active 

^H  literature,  and  its  history  as  tbe  history  of  that  state.     The 

^H  great  events  of  [Kililical  history  when  not  combined  with  tlio 


LIFE  OP  BDMOND  MALONE. 

same  helps  towards  the  stiid^  of  the  manners  and  characters 
of  men,  must  be  a  study  of  an  inferior  nature. 

You  have  taken  infinite  pains,  and  pursued  your  inquiries 
ivith  groat  sagacity,  not  only  in  this  respect,  but  in  such  of 
your  notes  as  hitherto  I  have  been  able  to  peruse.  You  have 
earned  your  repose  by  public  spirited  labour.  But  I  cannot 
help  hoping  that  when  you  have  given  yourself  tho  relaxation 
which  you  will  fijid  necessary  to  your  health,  if  you  are  not 
called  to  exert  your  great  talents,  and  employ  your  great 
acquisitions  in  the  transitory  service  to  your  country  which 
is  done  in  active  life,  you  will  continue  to  do  that  permanent 
service  wluch  it  receives  from  the  labours  of  those  who  know 
how  to  make  llie  silence  of  theii-  closets  more  beneficial  to  the 
world  than  ail  the  noise  and  bustle  of  courts,  senates,  and 
camps. 

I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  pamphlet  whicli  I  have  lately 
published."  It  is  of  an  edition  more  correct  I  think,  than  any 
of  the  first;  and  rendered  more  clear  in  points  where  I 
thought,  in  looking  over  agiun  what  I  had  wTitten,  there  was 
some  obscurity.  Pray  do  not  think  my  not  having  done  this 
more  early  was  owing  to  neglect  or  oblivion,  or  from  any 
want  of  the  highest  and  most  sincere  respect  to  you;  but  the 
truth  Is  (and  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  believe  me)  that  it 
was  a  point  of  delicacy  which  prevented  mo  from  doing 
myself  that  honour.  I  well  knew  tlmt  tliu  publication  of  your 
Shal^eare  was  hourly  expected ;  and  I  thought  if  I  liad  sent 
that  small  donum,  tho  &uit  of  a  few  weeks,  I  might  have 
subjected  myself  to  the  suapicion  of  a  little  Diomodcan  policy, 
in  drawing  from  you  a  return  of  the  value  of  a  himdred 
cows  for  my  nine.  But  you  have  led  the  way,  and  have  sent 
me  gold,  which  I  can  only  repay  you  in  my  brass.  But  pra\- 
admit  it  on  your  shelves;  and  you  will  show  yourself  geno- 
rous  in  your  acceptance  aa  well  as  your  gift.  Pray  present 
my  best  respects  to  Lord  and  Lady  Simderlln,  and  to  Miss 
Malonc.  I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  afl'ection  and  gratitude. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obliged  humble  servant, 
Edmond  Bdrke. 
*  Itffledioiu  UK  the  Revolution  in  France. 
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During  the  latter  part  of  1790  and  beginning  of 
the  following  year,  Boswell  wrote  several  letters  to 
Malone  on  their  respective  topics — Shakspeare  and 
Johnson.*  He  was  full  of  his  forthcoming  book,  of 
anxiety,  hypochondriacism,  and  pecuniary  difficulties. 
The  critic  formed  a  most  friendly  depository  for  his 
thoughts;  and  these  letters  give  us  curious  revelations 

I  of  his  hopes,  doubts,  social  meetings,  and  involvements 
at  the  time,  though  it  is  only  necessary  to  notice  here 
such  as  relate  to  our  immediate  subject.  After  a 
round  of  dinners  and  sobriety,  as  he  describes — 
And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Malone's 
Shakspeare,  on  the  29th  N^ovombcr,  was  not  attended  with 
any  external  noise ;  but  I  suppose  no  publication  seized  more 
speedily  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose  critical 
taste  it  was  chiefly  intended.  At  the  Club,  on  Tuesday, 
where  I  met  Sir  Josliua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory,  Lord 
Palmerston,  Windham,  and  Barko  in  the  chair,  Burke  was 
so  fitll  of  his  anti-French  Revolution  rage,  and  poured  it  out 
80  copiously,  that  we  had  almost  nothing  else.  He,  howcAer, 
found  time  to  praise  the  clearness  and  accuracy  of  your 
dramatic  lustory;  and  Windhum  found  fault  with  you  for 
not  taking  the  profits  of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir  Joshua  is 
pleased,  tiioogh  he  would  gladly  have  seen  more  duqumtimi 
— yon  understand  me  I  Mr.  Daines  Bamngton  is  exceed- 
ingly gratified.  lie  regrets  tltat  there  should  he  a  drruess 
between  you  and  SK«vens,  as  you  have  treated  him  with 
great  respect.  I  understand  that,  in  a  short  time,  there  will 
not  be  one  of  yoiu'  books  to  be  had  for  love  or  money. 

Three  days  afterwards,  he  writes — 
I  dined  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's,  with  Mr.  Burke,  his 
lady,  son,  and  niece,  Lord  Palmerston,  Windham,  Dr.  Law- 

*  ThMe,  or  rmtber  extnicts,  were  eotmnunicateil  to  Mr.  Croker  for  hii 
cation  of  BotioeS,  from  Up«ott'!i  ooUection, 


reuce,  Dr.  Bkgdei],  Dr.  Burney,  Sir  Abrabain  Iliirne,  Sir 
William  Scott.  I  sat  next  to  young  Burke  at  diiuier,  who 
said  you  liad  paid  his  father  a  fine  compliment.  I  mentioned 
Johnson,  to  sound  if  there  was  any  objection.*  He  made 
none.  In  the  evening,  Burke  told  me  he  had  read  yoor 
Heunj  VL  with  all  its  accompaniments,  and  it  was  "exceed- 
ingly well  done."  He  left  iia  for  some  time ;  I  suppose  on  aonio 
of  his  cursed  politics;  bnt  he  returned.  I  at  him  again,  and 
heard  from  Ids  lips  what,  believe  me,  I  delighted  to  hear,  and 
took  care  to  write  down  soon  after: — "  I  have  read  his  Hittor;/ 
of  tite  Stage,  which  is  a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and 
anti-agrarlaniam.  I  shall  now  read  all  Shahpeare  through,  in 
a  very  different  maimer  from  what  I  have  yet  done,  when  I 
ha^■e  got  such  a  commentator."  Will  not  this  do  for  you,  my 
frieTid?  Burke  was  admirable  company  all  that  day.  He 
never  once,  I  think,  mentioned  the  French  Revolntion,  and 
was  easy  with  me,  as  in  dar/s  of  old. 

In  January  he  is  in  great  straits  for  money,  but 
tells  Malone  it  is  no  Jiint,  as  he  is  aware  lie  cannot 
assist  him.  Of  another  obligation,  he  says,  "  Your 
absence  is  a  woeful  want  in  all  respects.  You  will,  I 
dare  say,  perceive  a  difference  in  the  part  which  is 
revised  only  by  myself,  and  in  which  many  insertions 
will  appear." 

Toward  the  end  of  the  month,  he  writes  again  in  a 
melancholy  tone,  and  apologizes  for  it.  "  But  your 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  your 
friendship  of  such  consequence,  that  it  is  drawn  upon 
like  a  bank."  lie  adds  the  history  of  a  purchase  of 
old  family  property,  and  is  quite  destitute  of  money  to 
pay  for  it — is  at  his  wit's  end — asks  whether  he  would 

*  The  meaning  ofthifl  ii  not  very  clear.  What  objection  cootd  Burhe 
have,  excepting,  perhaps,  wmc  coolness  towards  Boswell,  vrho  had  t&lked 

nod  exhibited  some  atlacLnicnt  to  Uutinga  on  bis  Icial  ? 


^^B  nOSWELL'S  ANXIETIES.  173 

recommend  him  to  accept  of  one  thousand  pounds 
which  had  been  offered  for  Johnsons  Life  f — adding, 
"  Your  ahscncc  has  been  a  severe  stroke  to  me.    I  am 

at  present  quite  at  a  loss  what  to  do 

As  I  pass  your  door  I  cast  many  a  longing  look. 
.  .  .  .  I  shall  be  very  anxious  till  I  hear  from 
you." 

In  February,  two  more  letters  dwell  upon  his  em- 
barrassments, his  book,  and  the  Club.  Has  purchased 
part  of  a  lottery-ticket  for  Malone  and  his  sisters — 
also  one  for  himself,  which  fancy  at  one  moment  con- 
jured into  a  prize.  Asks  his  friend  whether  he  will 
join  with  him  in  a  bond  for  one  thousand  pounds, 
which  he  must  pay  in  May ;  but  it  is  added  that  a 
refusal  will  not  in  the  least  interfere  with  their 
friendship. 

March  furnishes  two  letters  on  similar  subjects : 
the  disposal  of  the  book  forms  a  sad  puzzle.  Did 
Robinson  positively  propose  one  thousand  pounds  for 
it,  or  only  supposed  that  sum  was  its  worth  ?  Tells 
how  his  "inexplicable  disorder"  (depression  of  mind) 
had  for  a  time  taken  a  turn.  Solicits  his  friend  as  to 
various  particulars  in  the  title-page  of  the  forthcoming 
work — what  should  be  said  and  what  omitted  ? 

Such  arc  the  labours,  the  doubts,  the  anxieties  of 
an  imhappy  author  !  But  Boswell  lived  to  receive 
the  honours  which  were  his  due,  even  if  he  did  not 
share  so  fully  as  he  had  a  right  to  expect  in  the 
reward  which  should  belong  to  the  author. 

While  in  Ireland,  the  following  reached  Malone 
from  Sir  Joshua  Iteynolds.  It  appears  to  have  been 
written  under  the  influence  of  a  very  unnecessary  fit 
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of  humility,  as  if  an  erroneous  construction  were 
liable  to  be  put  upon  the  civilities  of  a  man  of  bis 
character  and  eminence:— 

London,  March  6ih,  1791. 

Mr  OEAB  Sir, — It  requires  eome  apology^  to  expect  you  to 
distributi!  the  enclosed  books.*  I  believe  the  persons  to 
whom  they  are  directed  are  all  your  friends.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  Lord  Charlemont  lias  been  unwell,  whicli  gives  real 
concern  to  all  that  know  him.  I  am  afraid  to  express  my 
particular  esteem  and  affection,  as  it  wonld  have  an  air  of  im- 
pertinent familiarity  and  ecLuality ;  and,  for  another  reason, 
shall  say  notliing  regarding  yourself  for  fear  of  the  suspicion 
of  being  a  toad-eater — a  cbaracler  for  which  we  gentlemen 
about  town  have  great  abhorrence,  and  are  apt  to  nm  too 
much  on  the  other  side  in  order  to  avoid  it.  However,  I  will 
venture  to  say  thus  much,  that  you  aro  every  day  found 
wanting,  and  wished  for  back.  And  by  nobody  more  than 
your  very  sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

J.  Retnolds. 

To-day  is  SIiro\'e-Tuesday,  and  no  Johnson.  I  beg  my 
most  respectful  complimenta  to  Lord  Simderlin. 

The  allusion  to  the  great  moralist  may  imply  that 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  on  tliat  day,  or, 
perhaps,  to  tho  slow  advancement  of  his  monument. 
Dififerences  of  opinion  on  that  subject  had  arisen 
amoug  the  committee — namely,  Burke,  Sir  Joshua 
Banks,  Windham,  Metcsdfc,  BobwcU,  and  Malone — 
duly  communicated  to  the  latter  while  in  Dublin. 
The  site,  Westminster  Abbey,  was  to  be  relinquished 
for  St.  Paul's,  which,  aa  he  expressed  it,  was  too 
modem — too  cold  and  raw  to  lie  in  comfortably, 
but  in  a  century  or  two  hence,  would  look  more 
habitable  \ 

•  Suppowd  to  be  copies  of  his  Ltctnrn. 


■     douI 
^V  iiiorial 
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Doubts  also  occurred  as  to  the  nature  of  the  me- 
morial among  the  general  body  of  the  Literary  Club. 
Some,  our  critic  writes  to  a  friend,  were  for  a  picture 
in  mosaic,  some  for  a  bust,  some  for  a  statue,  some 
for  neither,  but  for  emblematical  figures.  The  objec- 
tion to  a  full-length  arose  from  the  supposed  uncouth 
formation  of  Johnson's  limbs.  But  Sir  Joshua  main- 
tained that  to  be  a  mistake.  He  bad  paid  attention 
to  the  members  in  question  ;  and  far  from  being 
unsightly,  he  deemed  them  well  formed. 

Dublin,  Baronston,  his  brother's  seat  in  Meath, 
Shinglass,  his  own  property,  and  visits  to  the  south  of 
Ireland  to  recall  old  friendships  or  lay  the  foundation 
of  new,  formed  his  chief  resorts.  In  the  capital, 
meetings  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Academy  were  duly 
attended  with  Lord  Charlemont.  There,  some  new 
acquaintances  were  also  found — men  learned  but 
unobtrusive,  who  as  retiring  as  their  studies,  often 
require  to  be  dug  out  of  their  recesses  in  a  capital,  on 
certain  public  occasions,  rather  than  found  in  ordi- 
nary scenes  of  resort.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  Andrew 
Caldwell,  and  a  few  others  whose  names  are  defaced 
or  torn  away  from  their  letters. 

Malone,  it  appears,  had  caught  the  general  distaste 
of  the  Johnsonian  circle  towards  Mrs.  Piozzi  for 
throwing  off  her  celebrated  inmate  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Thralc.  The  marriage  with  her  music-master, 
and  something  like  literary  rivalry  afterwards  with 
Boswell,  added  to  the  main  offence.  Occasionally  we 
even  still  hear  of  the  circumstances  in  a  tone  of  re- 
proach. Yet  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  she  could 
have  done  otherwise  to  one  who,  with  no  other  lie 


than  that  of  friend,  had  become  not  only  in  familiar 
phrase,  hut  almost  in  fact,  while  resident  in  her  houBe, 
her  "  master." 

Excellent  in  every  solid  quality  of  man,  Johnson 
was  not  a  guest  for  every  house.  He  had  not,  and 
probably  could  not  be,  schooled  into  system.  Con- 
formity to  usual  domestic  arrangements  is  a  con- 
dition exacted  by  most  ladies  from  those  who  aim 
to  be  agreeable  inmates.  With  this  he  could  rarely 
comply.  He  had  no  method  at  home,  and  found  it 
difficult  to  accede  to  one  abroad.  His  hours  were 
late ;  his  temper  often  irritable,  sometimes  rude,  to 
host  and  hostess  as  well  as  to  visitors ;  his  remarks 
sharp  or  sarcastic  upon  trifles,  so  as  frequently  to  give 
offence  ;  yet  borne  with  exemplary  forbearance.  Hia 
reproofs,  as  stated  in  her  Anecdotes,  evince  their 
genuine  origin.  There  is  no  mistaking  the  master. 
Like  a  spoiled  child,  he  was  permitted  to  have  his  way, 
and  impunityoccasionally  made  him  oflfensive.  Yet  she 
is  not  censorious.  Liberal  allowance  is  made  for  all 
his  infirmities ;  every  -virtue  to  which  humanity  can 
pretend  is  allowed  him ;  and  she  congratulates  her- 
self, "  with  Mr.  Thrale's  assistance,  to  have  saved 
from  distress  at  least,  if  not  from  worse,  a  mind  great 
beyond  the  comprehension  of  common  mortals,  and 
good  beyond  all  hojie  of  imitation  from  j>erisbable 
beings." 

No  praise  can  exceed  this.  Yet  there  may  have 
been  substantial  reasons  for  not  selecting  him — if 
the  idea  ever  existed — as  partner  for  life.  If  a 
woman  is  at  any  time  permitted  to  have  a  will  of 
her  own,  surely  it  may  be  conceded  when  she  is  of 
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mature  age  and  a  widow.  But  such  seems  not 
to  have  been  the  idea  among  Johnson's  friends, 
even  in  a  matter  so  purely  personal.  Our  Critic  bo- 
comes  positively  peevish,  if  nut  ill-natured  in  his 
notes  upon  the  Anecdotes.  Her  economy,  rather  ill- 
judged  perhaps  upon  one  occasion,  increased  this 
irritation.  Mr.  Cator  of  the  Adelphi,  who  as  guar- 
dian of  the  daughters  was  interested  in  the  affairs  nf 
the  family,  wrote  to  Mrs.  Piozzi  in  Italy  in  17H5, 
that  for  Dr.  Johnson's  monument  two  guineas  only 
would  be  accepted  from  subscribers ;  and  tliat  sum 
he  had  paid  for  her  and  for  each  of  her  daughters. 
Proving  however  insufficient  for  the  object,  further 
wd  became  necessary,  and  Malone  writes  :  "  The 
committee  for  the  monument  of  Dr.  Johnson  applied, 
among  others,  to  Mrs,  Piozzi.  She  had  gained  500/. 
by  this  book  (^Anecdotes)  and  GUO/.  by  publishing 
his  letters.  The  answer  sent  me  by  this  worthless 
woman  with  three  guineas  4th  February  1791  or 
92  was — '  Mrs.  Piozzi  sends  her  compliments  to  Mr. 
Malone,  assuring  him  that  she  has  already  subscribed 
two  guineas  for  this  purpose,  and  has  now  sent  three 
guineas  more  to  make  up  five.'  "* 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year,  a  present  from  a  frjend 
put  him  in  possession  of  a  small  volume  of  ancient 
English  verse,  of  which  by  an  alluring  table  of  con- 
tents, an  admirer   of  that  age  might   reasonably  bo 

'   proud. 

I        "Diana  or  the  Sonnets  of  H.    C.  (Henry  Con- 
stable)   1592  or  1594;    Daniel's   Sonnefjf,  with  the 

'        •  From  llie  copy  of  Anecdnies,  olitij-ingly  lent  me  by  J.  11.  fildrfc- 
InnJ,  li*].,  who  purcba«cd  it  at  llie  joimger  DoBWtH'a  inle  in  lB'i5, 
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Con^laint  of  Jiotamond,  and  the  Tragedie  of  Cteo- 
patroj  15&4;  Baroegeld's  Sonnets,  with  the  Legend 
of  Cassandra,  1595;  Fidetta,  Sonnets  by  B.  Griffin, 
1596}  Diella,  Sonnets  by  R.  L.,  with  the  Poem  of 
Dom.  Diego  and  Geaevra,  1596;  Tlte  Poem  of 
Poems,  or  Sions  Mase,  by  J.  M.  (Jarvais  Markham) 
1596;  The  Tragedie  (*f  Sir  Richard  GrinviUe,  Kt. 
by  the  same,  1 595." 

Here  were  treasures  for  a  poetical  antiquary  I 
Poetry  of  vigour,  elegance  and  originality  thrown  off 
in  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  with  a  power  which  may  cause 
the  uninitiated  an  occasional  stop  in  perusal  to  con- 
sider how  in  those  days  they  could  write  so  well  I  The 
Tohime  is  very  small,  just  fit  for  the  waistcoat  pocket 
— four  and  a  half  inches  long  by  three  broad,  pretty 
thick,  well  printed,  in  good  condition,  the  date  1592. 
The  story  told  of  it  is  no  less  interesting  than  the 
little  work  itself,  and  deserves  here  the  record  he  de- 
sires to  preserve,  as  verifying  its  origin  and  career — ■ 

"  The  history  of  this  book  is  curious.  It  was  sold 
at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Bernard's  books  in  1699  for  one 
sliilling  and  threepence.  Afterwards  probably  passing* 
through  many  hands,  it  came  into  tlie  possession  of  a 
broker  at  Salisbury,  where  about  thirty  years  ago, 
Mr.  Warfon  found  it  among  a  parcel  of  old  iron  and 
other  lumber,  and  I  think  purchased  it  for  sixpence. 
Since  his  death,  his  brother,  Dr.  Joseph  Warton,  very 
kindly  presented  it  to  me ;  and  I  have  honoured  it 
with  a  new  cover,  and  have  preserved  above  the  name 
of  my  poor  friend  Mr.  Thomas  Warton  which  waa 
written  at  the  inside  of  the  old  cover,  as  a  memorial  of 
that  very  elegant  and  ingenious  writer. 
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*'  This  is  tlie  bonk  I  have  mentioned  in  the  preface 
to  my  edition  of  Shakspeare,  and  such  is  the  variation 
in  prices  of  pieces  of  this  kind,  that  if  it  were  now  to 
be  prodaced  at  an  auction,  it  would  undoubtedly  be 
sold  for  three  or  four  guineas. 

"The  very  rare  copy  of  Shakspeare'a  Venus  and 
Adonis,  1596,  originally  made  part  of  this  volume, 
but  on  re-binding  it  I  took  out  that  piece  in  order  to 
place  it  with  my  other  early  editions  of  Shakspeare's 
pieces.  I  have  also  changed  the  place  of  Constable's 
Sonnets,  which  originally  did  not  stand  in  the  front 
of  this  little  volume. 

"Edmond  Malone,  Dec.  1,  1791-" 

This  curious  miniature  rarity  is  numbered  436  in 
Malone's  contribution  to  the  Bodleian.  A  pencil  note 
attached  to  the  Tragedie  of  Sir  Richard  GrinvUle, 
savs  — "  This  poem  alone  was  purchased  by  i>U: 
Granville  at  Mr.  Bindley  s  sale  for  40/.  IQs."  Though 
termed  in  the  title  Trugedie,  it  is  a  poem  in  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  Spenserian  stanzas.  The 
subject,  the  engagement  near  the  Western  Islands  of 
Sir  Richard  with  the  Spanish  Armada ;  his  heroic 
conduct,  wounds,  and  death.  Of  two  or  three  intro- 
ductory Sonnets,  one  is  to  **IIenrie  "VVriotbesly,  Earl 
of  Southampton  and  Baron  of  Tichfield,"  whom  he 
addresses  as — 

"  Thon  glorious  lamcl  of  the  lluses'  hill, 

Whose  eyes  doth  crowne  the  most  vicloriou'i  pen, 
Blight  litinpc  ofVcrtne,  in  whose  sacred  skill, 
tiires  all  the  blisse  of  earee — inchaunting  men." 

A  visit  to  Beacousficld  gives  us  a  sketch  from 
authority  of  Abbe  Raynal,  reputed  author  of  a  once 
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famous  work,  History  of  the  East  and  Went  I/tdifs. 
The  account  of  him  while  in  England  sufficiently  ex- 
plains why  his  work  has  lost  credit  as  an  authority 
with  us,  and  even  in  France.  The  othor  anecdoles  I 
had  long  since  noted  in  another  place. 

"  At  Mr.  Burke's,  7ieiir  BencomfeU,  Sept.  6,  1 70 1 , 
General  Conway,  an  officer  in  the  French  service, 
said  that  the  Abbe  Eaynal's  book  on  the  Eiirnpenn 
Settlements  in  India,  like  many  other  modern  French 
productions,  was  a  work  of  contribution  ;  that  he  had 
seen  many  of  the  different  numbers  of  that  work, 
which  were  written  by  various  persons.  Raynal  him- 
self was  by  no  means  equal  to  it,  as  his  contemptible 
account  of  the  Parliament  of  England  evinced.  He 
added,  that  after  the  work  was  originally  compiled, 
the  Abbe  introduced  a  due  portion  of  infidelity  into  it 
to  please  the  esprits  Jbrts  of  Paris. 

"  Mr.  Bm'ke  entirely  agreed  with  him  in  Ins  opi- 
nion of  this  writer,  lie  said,  when  the  Abbe  was  in 
England  about  eight  or  ten  years  ago,  he  had  often 
seen  him  ;  he  had  visited  at  Bcaconsfield ;  and  did 
not  show  the  least  curiosity  about  either  the  literature, 
the  politicks,  or  the  commerce  of  England.  Mr.  Burke 
bad  offered  to  accompany  him  through  various  publlck 
offices,  and  to  explain  the  details  of  each,  but  the 
Abbe  declined  his  offer.  When  he  weut  to  Bristol, 
Mr.  Burke  recommended  him  to  some  friends  who 
would  have  displayed  the'  whole  arrangements  and 
operations  of  that  great  commercial  city;  but  when 
there,  he  simply  inquired  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  to 
whom  he  was  recommended,  whether  there  was  a 
playhouse  in  the  city  ?    An  answer  in  the  affirmative 
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took  him  to  see  the  performance ;  ancl  no  further 
information  was  sought  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
Mr.  Burke's  letters  were  siddrCBsed. 

"  During  his  stay  in  England  Mr.  Gibbon  the  his- 
torian, mentioned  U\  him  that  many  inquiries  had 
been  made  in  our  Parliament  relative  to  India ;  and 
that  he  would  send  him  various  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  from  which  much  information 
might  he  obtained.  The  Abbe  asked  their  size,  and 
being  told  they  amounted  to  seven  folio  volumes,  he 
said  that  Mr.  Gibbon  need  not  give  himself  the  trouble 
of  transmission,  as  a  friend  who  had  been  in  India 
had  given  him  a  full  account  of  the  English  posses- 
sions in  that  country,  by  which  he  should  abide.  This 
fii/t  account  consisted  of  a  single  sheet  of  paper.*  All 
the  details  concerning  the  French  East  Indies  which 
are  found  in  his  book  arc  authentick,  and  may  be 
depended  upon,  the  author  by  order  of  the  govern- 
ment having  had  admission  to  the  public  offices  in 
Paris  where  information  on  this  subject  could  be  ob- 
tained. This  piece  of  information  I  had  from  Mr. 
Gibbon,  who  considered  that  the  most  valuable  part  of 
the  work. 

"On  a  subsequent  day  (September,  1791)  when 
no  one  but  Sir  J.  Reynolds  and  myself  were  present, 
Mr.  Burke,  after  dinner  in  the  freedom  of  conversa- 
tion said,  that  if  there  was  one  day  of  his  life  more 
hrilliant  than  another  and  which  he  should  wish  to 

•  The  Abbi-  naynal  ccpras  to  have  been  of  tlie  mme  opinion  with 
Father  Daniel,  who,  being  shown  in  tlie  Koyal  Library  at  t'aris  a  large 
collection  of  MSS.  relating  to  the  history  of  France  IVom  the  time  uf 
Louis  XL,  spent  only  an  hour  in  looking  over  them,  and  declared  he  did 
not  want  thone  poperaiitt. 
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live  over  again,  it  was  tlie  day  when  he  appeared  at 
the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  with  the  censure  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  his  hand,  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  managers  on  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Hastings. 

"  He  had  from  a  sense  of  decorum  and  propriety 
absented  himself  from  the  debate  in  the  Commons, 
and  went  down  to  the  house  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
day  to  learn  what  had  been  done.  Ho  first  desired 
the  Resolution  to  be  read  to  him,  then  demanded  a 
copy  of  it ;  and  immediately  afterwai'ds  determined  on 
the  part  he  should  take.  This  was  not  to  relinquish 
the  prosecution,  as  Mr.  Fox  strongly  urged  him  to  do 
on  account  of  the  indignity  they  had  suffered  from 
the  house,  and  as  Mi-.  Pitt  certainly  hoped  he  would 
have  done.  He  had  but  an  hour  to  prepare  him- 
self before  he  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords. 

"The  second  most  brilliant  day  of  his  life  ho 
esteemed  the  day  when  he  was  attacked  by  his  own 
party  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  May,  1791,  relative 
to  the  French  revolution ;  and  was  very  feebly  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Pitt  though  he  pretended  to  agree 
with  him  in  sentiment. 

*'  It  is  remarkable,  that  many  of  tlie  persons  who 
have  written  answers  to  his  book  on  the  French 
Revolution,  were  of  his  particular  acquaintance. 
Mr.  Paine  had  been  strongly  recommended  to  him 
from  America,  and  pretty  frequently  became  a  guest 
at  Beaconsfield.  He  bad  also  shown  many  civilities 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Christie,  another  of  his  answerers ; 
and  to  a  Mr.  Bousefield  of  the  County  of  Cork,  in 
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Ireland,   who  is   peculiarly  virulent   as  I   am  told 
against  him. 

"  Of  Mr.  Burke's  first  book  on  this  subject,  just 
eighteen  thoicsand  have  been  now  sold,  as  he  told  me 
this  day.  Twelve  thousand  of  the  French  translation 
have  been  sold  in  Paris.  It  is  done  by  Mons.  Dupont, 
an  avocat  of  the  parliament  of  Paris."* 

*  AU  these  circumstances  I  had  learned  from  his  family,  in  many 
conversations  which  Mrs.  Hayiland,  his  niece,  had  commmiicated  to 
her  son,  Mr.  Hayiland  Burke.  But  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  such  a 
matter-of-fact  witness  as  Malone  to  their  accuracy. 
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Jciscpb  \\'flrton — Ititsou's  C'tiiiciflms  on  filalonc^Mn! one's  Letter  to  Dr. 
Farnicr — Edilora  of  Shakspcnre — Deftth  of  Rcj'noldfl — I.plU;r  of  Ihe 
I'oQt  Mason — Lord  liilunnl  FitJigerald  nnd  Pamela — Jephwm's  Roman 
I'ortmila — Bishop  Dougloa's  AuecdotM-^Davenport,  StccvcDH,  Lord 
Cbarlcmont— Prospectus  of  a  new  Edition  of  Shakspenrc. 

"  Janvary  6fh,  1792.  —  A  call  from  Dr.  Joseph 
Warton  produced  a  conversation  respecting  Spcuce, 
author  of  the  Aneri/ofcs,  who  he  maintained  Dr. 
Johnson  had  under-rated. 

"  He  told  me  that  Spence  onco  intended  to  puhlish 
his  Ajipcdotea,  and  had  actually  sold  them  to  Robert 
Dodsley  for  a  hundred  pounds.  Before  the  matter 
was  finally  settled  both  Spence  and  Dodsley  died. 
Spence's  exefutora,  Dr.  G.  Ridley  and  Dr.  South, 
late  Bishop  of  London  (»"ho  mentioned  this  circum- 
stance to  Dr.  Warton),  on  looking  over  the  Anecdotes 
found  there  were  so  many  personal  strokes  affecting 
persons  then  living,  that  suppression  at  least  for  a 
time  was  deemed  the  more  prudent  course. 

"James  Dodsley,  brother  to  Robert,  relinquished 
his  bargain,  though  he  probably  would  have  gained 
400/.  or  500/.  by  it,  being  unwilling  that  anything 
should  appear  prejudicial  to  the  memory  of  Spence. 
The  executors  scaled  up  the  papers  and  delivered 
them  to  Spence's  patron,  the  present  Duke  of  New- 
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castle,  ill  whose  hands  they  remain.  They  were  lent 
to  tho  late  Duchess  Dowager  of  Portland,  and  to 
Dr.  Johnson  while  he  wiis  writing  the  Live-n  of  the 
Poetf ;  and  have  also  passed  through  other  hands. 
They  are,  Dr.  Wnrton  savs  very  entertaining,  and 
full  of  curious  information." 

In  issuing  an  edition  of  Shakspeare,  Malone  could 
not  expect  to  escape  the  usual  lot  of  the  author  and 
editorial  race — contradiction  and  censure.  Accor- 
dingly, there  came  out  a  pamphlet  of  a  hundred 
pages  early  in  1792  —  Cursory  Critirisms  on  the 
Edition  of  Shakspeare,  bif  Edmond  Maloiie.  The 
writer  was  judged  and  proved  to  be,  the  unhappy 
Ritson,  whose  many  eccentricities,  literarj"  and 
otherwise,  added  to  morbid  tendencies  to  find  fault 
with  all  his  brethren,  terminated  in  insanity. 

"A  Letter  to  the  Rev.  liichnrd  Farmer,  D.D.,  Sfc." 
in  April  1792  with  his  name  affixed,  gives  Malone's 
reply.  lie  is  sufficiently  triumphant;  sometimes  a 
little  prone  in  return  for  ridicule  and  sarcasm,  to 
charge  his  critic  with  the  usual  tricks  of  such  a 
trade. — "Fraught  with  the  usual  materials  of  hyper- 
criticism,  that  is,  with  unblushing  cavil,  false  argu- 
ment, and  false  quotation."     .... 

"  When  my  admiration  of  his  { Shakspeare's ) 
innumerable  beauties  led  me  to  undertake  an  edition 
of  his  works,  I  then  thought  it  my  duty  to  exert 
every  faculty  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  I  could,  and 
in  order  to  ensure  a  genuine  text,  to  collate  word 
by  word  every  line  of  his  plays  and  poems  with  the 
original  and  aulhentick  copies — a  task  equally  new 
and  arduous.     By  this  laborious  process  I  obtained 


r  of  Ebk  eolhtei  is  ibe  plan,  be  tcUs 
w,  iMiiMli  1 1*  DwH  mm  kmmdrwd  ihmmmij.  The 
onus  dhgBd  W  im  cntic  are  AirtBem  ;  bat  as  five 
are  Ins  om  nstakcs,  tbe  acteal  minibns  are  fighi, 
8d  roarmevB  a  tax  on  indastrr  has  been  rarelj  so 
sacceasfnl  in  its  resnits. 

Howerer  onanimoiH  our  natknal  Iotp  of  Shakspeare, 
DO  lore  whalcrer  exists  amoi^  tboee  who  make  him 
a  theme  for  the  exwtase  of  their  iogennltr.  All  his 
editors,  critics,  and  commenUtors  ngirt  to  differ — 
nay,  not  differ  oalj,  bat  wage  war  upon  each  other 
with  all  the  furr  of  the  celebrated  genus  of  A'lttenny 
rofr,  who  fight  till  not  a  fragment  is  left  of  either 
combatant !  Utter  extinction  of  an  adTersarr — in 
pen  and  ink  I  mean — is  the  aim  of  most  Shakspearc- 
men — and  why  ?  Each  has  a  new  view,  a  new  in- 
ference, a  new  conjecture-,  a  new  explanation,  which, 
whether  with  or  without  a  basis,  he  expects  shall  fill 
the  post  of  honour  and  be  alone  accepted  as  truth. 

Apparitions  of  such  volumes  liaunt  the  reader's 
path  in  every  shop  or  stall  of  books.  The  eye 
scarcely  rests  upon  one  when  aitottier  aims  to  thrust 
it  into  oblivion.  To  displace  it  is  scarcely  enough. 
The  book  and  the  writer  must  be  gibbeted  if  it  bo 
oidy  for  inadvertence,  as  if  he  had  committed  one  of 
the  deadly  sins.  "Another  and  another  still  suc- 
ceeds," and  meets  with  a  similar  fate.  "  Come  liko 
Bhadows,  so  depart,"  is  the  rule  for  these  pugnacious 
candidates  fur  distinction.  Few  happily  are  destined 
to  survive  the  contest.     Were  Shakspeare  still  more 
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delightful  than  he  is,  the  fact  of  haviosr,  however 
unintentionally,  overshadowed  tho  land  with  an  army 
of  commentators  ever  at  war  with  each  other  and 
often  with  staid,  good  sense,  is  of  itself  a  serious 
drawback  to  the  gratification  derived  from  perusal  of 
his  works,  * 

Previous  to  this  critical  attack,  he  had  lost  by  the 
death  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  one  of  those  endeared 
friends  whom  the  chances  of  life  even  in  a  great 
metropolis,  seldom  allow  us  to  meet,  or  when  lost  to 
replace.  The  pursuits  of  tho  editor  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  the  President ;  while  the  public  merits  of  the  latter 
commanded  that  distinction  which  is  due  to  eminent 
genius  when  it  carries  its  owner  far  beyond  his 
fellows. 

Still  more  cordial  if  possible  was  the  painter's  asso- 
ciation with  Burke.  It  had  commenced  thirty-four 
years  before,  when  neither  could  anticipate  that  career 
of  celebrity  which  both  were  destined  to  run.  The 
pursuit  of  one  was  already  fixed.  Not  so  that  of  tho 
other.  Fate  was  hovering  over  him,  doubtful  as  yet 
whether  to  make  him  a  literary  man,  a  lawyer,  a  consul, 

*  Among  the  more  recent  edUionfl  of  S/iaiipeiire  of  the  highest  cha- 
ncier, mooj  esteem,  bb  preferable,  thiit  of  the  Kcr.  Alexander  Dycc. 
The  notes  are  not  oppressively  numerous;  they  are  placed  at  the  end  of 
cflch  play ;  and  tact  and  experieuce  have  enabled  him  to  profit  by  the 
miitalcei  of  othen  so  as  to  acquire  credit  for  llie  best  text  of  the  poet. 

Not  less  industrious  in  research  is  Mr.  HaUiwnll,  in  bis  truly  splendid 
volumes.  Tbefae-aimilm  of  Shaksperian  documents,  and  the  uncommon 
elegance  of  typography,  mnat  give  Lis  edition — if  copiea  are  to  be  had — 
a  place  in  every  select  library  in  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Collier  irould  appear,  by  aouic  letters  from  the  British 
Mnacum,  to  have  been  subjected  to  imposition  in  his  celebrated  volnme 
of  emendations.  The  fact  is  su&icienlly  mortifying  to  on  indoftrious 
Ulwurer  in  the  cause,  irithout  admitting  the  charge  of  inattention  or 
any  puticipatioa  in  the  deceit. 
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or  cast  him  as  she  eventually  did,  into  a  life-long  lino 
of  political  contention  and  enlightened  statesmanship, 
embracing  not  only  the  interests  of  our  own  nation, 
hut  of  the  world.  Yet  this  trying  process  had  no 
effect  in  deadening  his  affections.  More  than  once 
his  tears  and  liis  pen,  ivhile  executing  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him  as  executor  hy  the  departed,  proved  that 
the  same  narmth  and  worth  that  had  stamped  the 
little-known  man  of  letters  in  1/58,  imbued  the  great 
statesman  at  the  summit  of  tame,  in  1/92.  li'is  Halt 
and  FureicfiU  to  the  artist  forms  a  literary  portrait  of 
the  highest  order. 

Goldsmith,  nearly  twenty  years  previously,  had 
judged  Reynolds  not  less  kindly  than  justly  in  the 
jocular  epitaph  in  Retaliafion — 

"  He  has  not  left  a  n-iser  or  belter  bcliinil, 
By  flntterj-  unspoiled "  " 

Nor  should  it  be  here  omitted  that  a  fourth  worthy 
son  of  Ireland,  Lord  Charlemont,  participated  not 
less  warmly  in  these  feelings.  In  his  visits  to  Eng- 
land, hours  were  given  to  conversation  with  Reynolds 
upon  art  and  Italy  in  which  he  was  well  informed. 
He  occasionally  dined  with  the  President  to  meet 
Rurke,  Malone,  and  other  men  of  note  and  literature; 
had  his  portrait  painted  ;  received  for  private  perusal 
the  MS,  of  Reynolds's  Flemish  Trtwvfsy  until  fre- 
quent communication  instructed  both  that  nature  had 
tinctured  their  minds  with  kindred  elements  of  good 

*  It  ia  not  ualiki/lv  that  this  unfiniEhed  line  may  have  been  the  lit.ft 
from  his  pen.  It  had  Iwen  CAreles:tly  omitted  in  his  printed  workii, 
altliongli  noting  anolhcr  fine  quality  in  the  deceased,  till  I  recovered 
■lid  introduced  it  in  the  edition  in  four  8vo.  volumes  (including  above 
a  volume  of  new  matter)  in  1tf37. 
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taste  anil  mutual  respect  and  esteem.  In  writing  to 
Malonc,  his  lordship  had  often  desired  to  be  remem- 
bered to  his  Club-mates,  "  more  especially  and  afFec- 
tionately  to  Mr.  Walpole  and  Sir  Joshua;"  and  when 
his  death  was  announced,  replied  immediately  to  Ma- 
lone  (March  1st,  1792)  in  the  following  strain: — 

How  erroneously  do  we  judge  of  our  own  happiness  1 
Here  Iiaie  I  been  for  many  years  past  regretting  and 
lamenting  tlie  situation  into  wliich  Fate  and  my  duty  ha\-« 
ploiiged  nie,  principally  because  I  bave  been  tbert-by  almost 
totally  deprived  of  all  possible  society  with  the  greater  part  of 
my  early  connections.  Yet  experience  lias  now  demonetra- 
livcly  shown  ine  that  this  very  privation,  by  me  so  long 
regretted,  lias  in  its  effects  been  fortunate.  Since,  however, 
I  may  be  sincerely  grieved  at  the  loss  of  those  early  friends, 
iny  grief  would  certainly  bave  been  much  more  pungent,  if 
the  circnmstaucea  of  my  life  bad  allowed  me  continually  to 
increase  and  to  fortify  tboso  friendships  by  constant  and 
endearing  intercourse. 

Poor  Sir  Joshua  I  How  good — how  kintl — how  truly 
amiable  and  respectable !  The  best  of  men — whose  talents, 
though  an  honour  to  his  country,  were  the  least  of  his  quali- 
fications! Indeed,  I  most  sincerely  lament  him,  ami  ought, 
perhaps,  still  more  to  grieve  for  yon,  my  dearest  Edmond, 
who  have  lost  the  society  of  a  friend  so  justly  dear,  of  a  com- 
panion so  truly  valuable.  Yet  let  us  not  repine.  All  is 
sui-ely  for  the  best ;  and  perliaps  our  own  dissolution  would 
he  scarcely  tolerable  to  us,  if  our  life  were  not  from  time  to 
time,  as  it  were,  habituated  to  death  in  the  persons  of  onr 
friends.     .... 

Send  me  in  your  next  cargo  the  octavo  edition  of  our 
friend's  lectures.  Compleat  also,  if  you  can,  niy  collection  of 
tlie  quartos,  which  be  sometimes  forgot  to  sen<l  me. 

What  were  Malone's  immediate  thoughts  upon  this 
regretted  event  wc  find  in  his  memoranda,  which  are 
htTC  in  part  transcribed  : — 


19D  LIFE  OP  EDMOND  MALONE. 

"  The  dear  friend  so  often  mentioned  in  tlieso 
papers,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  died  at  his  house  in 
Leicester  Fiehls,  last  Thursday  evening  (Feb.  23, 
1792),  at  half  past  eight  o'clock.  So  much  have  I 
been  employed  for  some  days  past,  he  having  done 
mc  the  honour  to  make  me  one  of  his  executors,  that 
I  have  not  been  able  till  this  moment  to  set  down 
any  of  the  particulars  of  that  sad  event. 

"  I  became  first  acquainted  with  him  in  1778f  and 
for  these  twelve  years  past  we  have  lived  in  the 
greatest  intimacy.  The  morning  after  his  death, 
Mr.  Burke  drew  up  a  short  character  of  him  which 
was  inserted  not  quite  correctly,  in  The  Gazetteer^ 
and  in  The.  Herald  the  following  day.*  It  is  so 
perfectly  just,  appropriate,  and  discriminative,  that 
it  is  not  easy  to  add  to  it.  He  was  blessed  with  such 
complacency  and  equality  of  temper,  was  so  easy,  so 
uniformly  cheerfid,  so  willing  to  please  and  be  pleased, 
so  fond  of  the  company  of  literary  men,  so  well  read 
in  mankind,  so  curious  au  observer  of  character,  and 
so  replete  with  various  knowledge  and  entertaining 
anecdotes,  that  not  to  have  loved  as  well  as  admired 
him  would  have  shown  great  want  of  taste  and  sensi- 
bility. He  had  long  enjoyed  such  constant  health, 
looked  so  young,  and  was  so  active,  that  I  thought, 
though  ho  was  sixty-nine  years  old,  ho  was  as  likely 
to  live  eight  or  ten  years  longer  as  any  of  his  younger 
friends. 

"  On  our  return  from  an  excursion  to  Mr.  Eurke's 
at  Beaconsfield  last  September,  we  alighted  from  his 

*  It  WM  aftcmards  interwoven  ivitli  ollier  mftller  by  John  Nlchol^ 
and  pabUslied  in  the  OmUkman't  Wagntinf,  March,  1793. — Mtdone. 
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coach,  and  while  the  horses  baited  at  the  half-way 
house,  wo  walked  five  miles  verj'  smartly  in  a  warm 
day  without  his  being  fatigued.  About  three  years 
ago  he  found  some  defect  in  his  sight  whilst  painting 
the  picture  of  Lady  Beauchamp,  if  I  remember  right, 
and  then  determined  to  paint  no  more.  Soon  after- 
wards he  entirely  lost  the  sight  of  his  left  eye.  From 
that  period  he  became  very  apprehensive  of  losing  the 
other  also,  yet  his  uniform  cheerfulness  never  forsook 
him  till  very  lately, 

"  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  wo  should  not  have 
lost  this  most  amiable  man  for  some  years,  had  there 
not  been  want  of  exertion,  combined  with  some  want 
of  skill  in  his  physicians.  In  September,  he  was 
much  distressed  by  swelling  and  inflammation  over 
the  lost  eye,  owing  as  has  been  since  thought,  to 
some  extravasatcd  blood.  For  this  Mr.  Cruikshank, 
who  was  called  in  as  surgeon,  bled  him  with  leeches, 
purged  and  blistered  him  repeatedly,  all  in  vain;  for 
the  swelling  and  pain  in  that  part  remained  till  tho 
period  of  death.  This  pain  led  him  to  fear  that  the 
other  eye  would  be  soon  affected ;  and  from  this  or 
other  causes,  bis  spirits  became  depressed  and  his 
appetite  daily  decreased.  In  this  state  he  continued 
in  the  month  of  November.  The  physicians  who 
then  attended,  Sir  George  Baker  and  Dr.  Warren, 
assured  him  that  his  remaining  eye  was  in  no  danger, 
and  that  with  respect  to  any  other  complaint,  if  he 
would  but  exert  himself,  take  exercise,  and  think 
himself  well,  he  would  be  well. 

"  Unfortunately,  they  paid  litlle  attention  to  his 
loss   of  appetite    and   depression   of   spirits.      Even 


UFK  or  EBOtaSD  3ULOXX. 

vlole  he  «»  gradaallr  Mhtiae,  tknr  coaBtaat  laa- 
ga^  KM—*  mat  cu  se  do  fcr  *  ma  who  will 
do  aoiUne  far  hinseir?*  At  the  same  tiiBe  they 
owDed  tber  cooU  not  Jm^jcti  hi*  ifiaorderi  thoogfa  he 
wsf  readj  and  wiUii^  to  fiiOiMr  sodi  preacnptiaas  as 
tber  tfaooid  direct.  AD  this  whDe,  that  is  dnm^  the 
monthn  of  Novenber,  Decenber,  and  Janoaiy,  the; 
mide  not  the  least  aUampf  to  ioTestigate  the  seat  or 
origin  f^  his  disease ;  nor  did  they  call  for  the  aid  of 
a  umrgeoa  to  eiamine  his  bodr  minatelr,  and  thus 
dtseover  the  latent  miscbief. 

"  Dr.  BlagdoQ  ( Secretary  of  the  Itoyal  Sucietr, 
who  bad  studied  physic,  and  practised  for  some  time 
in  America)  alone  uniformlT  declared  be  iras  confi- 
dent the  comptaiDts  of  Sir  Joshua  Iteynolds  were  not 
imagioar)',  but  well  founded,  and  that  some  of  the 
principal  riireru  were  affected.  Uis  conjecture 
proved  but  too  correct ;  for  on  his  body  being 
opened,  his  liver  which  ought  to  have  weighed  about 
five  pounds,  had  attained  the  great  meight  of  eleven 
pounds.  It  was  also  somewhat  scirrhus.  The  optic 
nerve  of  the  left  eye  was  quite  shrunk,  and  more 
flimsy  than  it  ought  to  have  been.  The  other,  which 
lie  was  90  apprehensive  of  losing,  was  not  affected. 
In  his  brain  was  found  more  water  than  is  usual  in 
mea  of  his  age." 


One  of  the  lcj,'atees  of  Sir  Joshua  was  the  poet 
Mason — his  gift,  Tfie  M'minfure  of  Milton  h\f  Cooper. 
The  anuounccnient  made  to  him  produced  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  JIalonc,  which  from  onu  filling  a  prorai- 
nout  place  in  Knglish  literature,  deserves  record  here — 


LETTER   OP'  JIASUX.  15)3 

AstotL,  May  mth,  ITK. 
Sir, — I  have  for  some  time  expected  to  receive  from  my 
^end  Mr.  Stonehewer  tlie  valuable  miniature  wliich  Sir 
*  Joshua  Reynolds  bequeatlied  me,  and  which  he  received  from 
Miss  Palmer ;  but  a»  he  has  lately  writteu  to  tell  me  that  he 
■waits  for  a  safer  conveyance  than  he  has  yet  met  with,  I  will 
not  defer  answering  your  most  obliging  letter  any  longer,  and 
returning  my  thanks  for  your  having  settled  matters  with 
Mr.  Cadell  respecting  Du  Fresmi/  in  a  maimer  more  tlian 
I  satisfactory  to  me. 

I  have  to  thank  you  also  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
^  me  so  much  information  relative  to  the  controversy 
Eoncemijig  Milton's  portrait,  and  for  giving  me  your  own 
Lopininn  also  concerning  the  writing  affixed  to  it,  winch  with 
in,  I  think  to  have  been  WTitten  much  later  than  Sir  Joshua 
imagined. 

My  supposition  is,  that  Deborah  Milton  might  have  been, 

before   her  father's  death,  in  possession  of  the   picture   in 

question.      Cooper   might  himself  have  painted   it   at  her 

request,  after  her  father  was  blind,  and  it  might  have  been 

her  property  before  she  was  on  bad  terms  with  him.     There 

is  great  probability  also  for  thinking  that  either  her  indigent 

circumstances  or  of  those  ehe  left  beliind  her,  might  have 

induced  them  to  sell  it  to  some  unknown  person  at  a  low 

price,  and  that  it  might  have  got  into  a  third  hand,  who  wi-ote 

on  hearsay  the  memorandum  which  certainly  contains  blun- 

^ders,  if  not  falsehoods.     I  have,  however,  no  doubt  hut  that 

ev  painted  it  and  that  Milton  sat  for  it. 

•  Joshua  says.  In  his  letter  to  Urban,  that  the  "  drop 

visible  in  the  miniature,"  but  for  myself,  I  have 

y  been  of  a  different  opinion,  and  when  I  was  last  in  reai- 

mce  in  York,  I  sent  a  young,  blind  musician  to  my  friend 

'.  Bnrney,  with  a  recommendatory  letter,  and  requested  (at 

R  time  when  I  was  ignorant  of  jwor  Sir  Joshua's  danger)  that 

f  he  would  contrive  ho  might  be  a  living  arifumetit  on  my  side 

I  of  the  question.     And  I  am  persuaded  that  were  you  to  see 

I  &e  unfortunate  youtli,  you  would   perceive  a  similar  cast  of 

l^e  in  his  countenance.     It  is  tJiis  very  cast  and  indirect 

glance  which  gave  the  portrait    that  shrewd  cunning  look 


whicli  yoo  jastly  remarked  in  it,  and  which  I  fairly  believe 
neither  Milton  nor  the  jovaig  man  had  before  the  gutta  lerena 
was  confirmt'd.  Perhaps  wliat  I  have  said  may  induce  yOit  W 
speak  to  Dr.  Biimey  on  the  subject,  who  if  you  wisli  it,  would 
easily  give  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  tlie  person  I  hart 
mentioned. 

I  have  for  many  years  neglected  to  examine  the  Tariout 
editions  of  Shakspeare  which  have  been  published  since  War* 
burton's.  I  must  therefore  take  ehame  to  myself  when  I 
own  that  I  have  not  seen  more  of  your  edition  than  a  great 
turning  over  some  of  its  volumes  haa  given  me,  which,  how- 
ever, has  convinced  me  that  yon  have  taken  such  minute, 
accurate,  aiid  laudable  pains  in  restoring  the  text,  that  I 
think  you  might  well  have  spared  the  trouble  of  taking  noticO 
of  so  poor  an  antagonist  as  you  have  in  the  pamphlet  yon 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  send,  and  to  whom  I  think  yoU 
have  given  more  than  ample  confutation. 

!  guesB  hira  to  be  the  same  person  who  a  few  years  ago 
treated  the  late  Mr.  T.  Warton  witb  the  same  sort  of  scur- 
rility, but  I  neither  knew  nor  wish  to  know  his  name.  I 
should  (were  I  you)  have  contented  myself  witb  calling  hint 
in  Shakspearian  phrase — 

A  captious  and  luteemablc  aieve  (illegible). 
But  here,  you  see,  I  adopt  a  reading  which  you  have  dia> 
carded  for  this  reason.  To  teem  or  team  (I  know  not  which 
is  the  right  spelling)  is  a  northern  verb  used  for  pouring  on« 
tiling  through  another,  or  into  another.  That  species  of  aieva  ■ 
or  (illegible)  which  separates  fiour  from  bran  is  with  as  called  \ 
a  temze.  Hence,  therefore,  the  word  might  be  altered  ta  I 
unUmzibU,  a  sieve  which  will  let  nothing  pass  through  it} 
and  though  I  camiot,  in  AWs  Well  that  Ends  Well,  find  the 
passage,  and  therefore  am  ignorant  of  the  context;  yet  Uis 
epithet  captious  leads  me  to  think  that  Shakspeare  meant  to 
say  tliat  the  person  spoken  to  was  so  captious  that  he  would 
let  nothing  pass,  like  a  sieve  of  too  close  a  fabric  or  texture, 
I  by  no  means,  however,  ivish  you  to  adopt  cither  of  then 
readings  in  your  next  editions,  lest  they  should  be  laid  to  tlt« 
charge  of  that  Ms,  Mason,  some  of  whose  notes  you  bavi 
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already  admitted,  and  which  I  have  heard  were  supposed  to 
he  mine,  and  whom  I  take  to  be  the  gentleman  who  published 
an  edition  of  Massinger. 

The  engraving"  which  you  favoured  roe  with  is  extremely 
elegant,  and  I  have  only  to  wish  that  I  had  better  right  to  it 

■  having  attended  the  funeral  of  our  excellent  friend.  The 
great  distance  I  am  from  town,  and  some  other  reasons  which 
diaincline  me  from  going  there,  were  I  assure  you,  tlie  only 
reasons  which  prevented  me.  I  beg  you  to  present  ray  best 
respects  to  Miss  Palmer;  and  that  you  wouid  believe  me  to 
be,  with  all  sincerity,  yom-  highly  obliged  and  very  faithful 
servant,  W.  Masom. 

If  I  can  persuade  myself  to  revise  my  tranalatioo  again,  I 
shaU  send  you  that  revision  in  due  time. 

In  tbe  summer  he  made  a  journey  to  Oxford,  in 
order  as  he  would  term  pretty  diligent  work,  to  be 
idle.  Business  and  pleasure  were  however  conjoined ; 
for  while  the  mornings  were  passed  in  examining  old 
books  and  manuscripts,  the  evenings  called  forth  those 
hospitalities  which  several  acquaintance  familiar  with 
his  table  in  London  were  desirous  to  repay. 

Several    letters    from    Lord     Cliarlemont    during 

this  year,    indicate  a   pretty   active  correspondence 

His  lordship  smiles  at  Malone's  idea  of  idleness — 

turns  to  Burke  from  whose  politics  he  differs  widely, 

being  a  strong  Whig,  yet  a  still  stronger  admirer  of 

tbe  great  powers  of  his  old   friend — and  concludes 

an  interesting  letter  (August  20th,  1/92)  upon  the 

stock  subject  of  literature  and  prints. 

*  To  each  of  the  gentlemen  Btteatliog  the  funeral  of  Sir  Joshua 
s  print  was  presented,  engraved  by  Uurtuloizi.  It  was  u  female  figure 
clupiog  an  nm,  accompanied  by  ihe  genius  of  paintiug,  holding  in  one 
hand  an  extinguisbed  lorcb,  the  other  pointing  to  a  sarcophagus,  on  the 
tablet  of  which  is  written— 

"  Succedet  fama,  Tivusque  per  ora  feretur." 
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If  I  could  grudge  you  any  pleasure,  I  should  think  with 
some  degree  of  envy  ou  your  fortnight  sp^nt  nl  Oxford,  as 
exclusive  of  your  particular  business  there,  I  know  of  no. 
place  where  much  time  can  be  spent  with  more  satisfaction. 
Ten  times  at  least  have  L  visited  that  venerable  seat  of  the 
Muses,  and  could  with  delight  revisit  it  ten  times  more ;  per- 
fectly agreeing  with  a  travelled  friend  of  mine  whom  I  have 
heard  declare  that,  after  having  seen  the  whole  world,  Oxford 
was  most  worthy  of  a  trav«ller's  atten^on. 

You  have,  it  must  be  confessed,  much  work  upon  your 
hands,  and  are  undoubtedly  right  iu  allowing  yourself  to  be 
idle  for  a  few  weeks ;  but  surely  your  idleness  is  of  a  whim- 
sical kind;  and  if  poring  over  old  manuscripts  with  eyes 
already  well  nigh  worn  out  in  the  service  be  a  relajcation,  I 
can  scarcely  guess  what  you  would  call  Jabour. 

Burke  is,  indeed,  a  young  man  of  his  years.  But  the 
reason  I  take  to  be,  that  if  age  should  deprive  him  of  one 
half  of  his  ideas  he  would  still  have  more  left  him  than  any 
man  of  flve-and-tweuty.  If  he  has  really  given  up  politics^ 
■  cession  which  I  wish  heartily  he  had  made  twelve  months 
ago — literature  will  be  his  only  resource,  and  he  will  yet  be 
able  to  delight  and  to  inform  mankind.  I  cannot,  with  you»> 
however,  recommend  a  rcvisal  of  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful^ 
siuce,  notwithstanding  the  miraculous  texture  of  his  brainy 
thirty  years  I  fear  may  have  taken  from  him  more  in  fire  and 
fancy  than  they  have  given  in  experience." 

When  I  mentioned  Fabricins  to  you,  I  waSj  as  you  may 
recollect,  desirous  of  possessing  a.  copy  of  all  his  works. 
They  arc  all  of  them  curious,  and  in  my  present  course  < 
study  necessary  for  consultation.  A  Dublin  bookseller,  now 
on  the  Continent  has  promised  if  possible  to  procure  them' 
for  me. 

Boydell's  second  number  I  have,  thanks  to  your  brother, 
safely  received.  I  do  not  see  why  people  should  be  disappointed, 
as  the  large  prints  appear  to  me  excellent,  and  the  small  onea 

•  Here  we  see  the  pirty  politician  at  war  io  opinioQ  with  the  gresfe 
majorily  of  penoDS  at  borne  and  abroad.  The  power  of  bis  fnenf 
over  the  politici  uf  Europe  becsnie  nearly  universal ;  while  "  fire  uk| 
liuic}' "  threw  all  otlier  wtitcrs  into  the  shade. 
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ire,  I  am  told,  to  be  engraveil  anew.  The  difference,  indeed, 
between  the  proofs  aiid  the  ordinary  prints  is  inconceivable — 
a  not  unusual  trick  with  London  engravers ;  and  this  may,  I 
doubt  not,  have  depreciated  the  work. 

Respecting  tlie  Milton  to  be  chosen,  you  leave  me  unde- 
cided, and  your  brother  is  not  in  town.  Milton  does  not 
seem  to  me  a  bad  subject  for  prints,  tliough,  indeed,  a  very 
difficult  one.  The  Paradisaic  scenes  inoat  certainly  give  the 
fullest  scope  to  the  genius  of  the  landscape  p.iinter,  and  the 
figures,  though  but  two,  might  be  beautifully  varied.  Heaven 
and  bell  might  also  produce  incomparable  pictures,  but  the 
genius  of  the  artist  must  be  in  some  degree  analogous  to  that 
of  the  poet,  a  coincidence,  I  confess,  not  easily  to  be  found. 
Dramatick  poetry  is,  however,  far  better  fitted  for  picturesque 
representation  than  the  epodt^e,  since  the  peculiar  business  of 
the  former  is  to  speak  to  tlic  eye  as  well  as  to  the  ear,  and 

every  scene  ought  in  effect  to  be  a  picture I 

have  procured  here  the  Loves  of  the  PlnnU ;  but  your  having 
procured  it  for  me  in  London  will  be  of  no  consequence,  as  I 
can  easily  get  rid  of  that  I  had.  The  East  India  books  will 
be  highly  acceptable,  and  I  wish  to  have  them  as  soon  a.s 
may  be. 

Three  other  letters  from  him  to  the  same  friend 
touch  upon  Royal  Irish  Academy  matters,  book 
auctions,  prices,  Bihl'wthecci  of  Fabricius,  Asiatic 
Researches,  Institutions  of  Timour,  Boyclelts  Skak- 
xpeare,  and  the  question  "  What  are  these  Miltons  ? 
Which  is  the  best?"  The  amiable  writer,  as  usual, 
makes  numberless  apologies  for  occupying  his  cor- 
respondent's time  ;  but  invariably  concludes  by  adding 
to  the  tax.  It  was  the  happy  spirit  of  two  good-natured 
men  anxious  to  please  and  be  pleased  with  each  other. 
Occasional  correspondents  also  from  Dublin 
amused  him  with  lighter  topics  of  the  day.  Among 
these  was  Mr.  R.  M.  Jephson,  nephew  of  the  drama- 


LIFB  OF  EDMOND  MALONB. 

tist,  who  thus  sketches  (February,  1793)  two  persons 
of  no  ordinary  note  in  that  country,  one  of  whom 
figures  unhappily  in  the  page  of  history.  This  was 
Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald.  He  had  it  appears  pre- 
vious to  this  time,  termed  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
(Westmoreland),  and  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  "the  worst  subjects  the  king  had;"  and 
would  make  no  other  apology  than  that  he  was  sorry 
he  had  used  words  contrarj-  to  parliamentary  usage. 
"  He  is  turned,"  says  Jephson,  "  a  complete  French- 
man— crops  his  hair,*  despises  his  title,  walks  the 
streets  instead  of  riding,  and  thence  says  he  feels 
more  pride  in  being  on  a  level  with  his  fellow 
citizens." 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  sight  of  the  celebrated 
Pamela,  as  I  happened  to  "be  sitting  with  Lord  Charlemont 
when  they  both  came  to  see  his  library.  She  is  elegant  and 
engaging  I  think  in  the  highest  degree,  and  showed  the  most 
judicious  taste  in  her  remarks  upon  the  library  and  curioBitJcs. 
The  Dublin  ladies,  I  understand,  wish  to  put  her  down,  .  .  . 
She  promised  Lord  Charlemont  with  great  good  humour,  to 
aseist  him  in  keeping  her  husband  in  order.  She  aeems  some- 
thing about  the  size  and  figure  of  Mrs.  (Scot?)  but  rather 
plumper.  She  was  dresacd  in  a  plain  riding-habit,  and  came 
to  the  door  in  a  curricle 

Robert  Jephson,  to  whose  tragedies  he  had  stood 
in  the  position  of  second  parent,  now  aimed  to  put 
his  skill  and  patience  to  a  new  test.  He  was  about 
to  launch  a  poem.  To  revise  the  plan,  scan  the 
characters,  revolve  the  sentiments,  correct  the  lan- 
guage— in  fact,  to  put  that  mental   machinery  into 

*  Tbii  fanbion  became  nltinijitelj,  in  Ireluid,  the  distiactJoD  of  a 
rebel,  or  at  least  a  person  of  such  opiniona.  Ilence  n  celebrated  »ir,  in 
1798,  unODg  Loyalist*  there— "Crty^wi  Ige  Doien  I" 
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motion  wbich  can  alone  produce  a  finished  piece, 
and  then  to  carry  the  whole  through  the  press,  were 
the  duties  expected  from  the  critic.  Alas !  how  rarely 
is  this  (lone  faithfully.  The  delicacy  of  the  operation 
precludes  even  a  friend  from  doing  what  even  the  poet 
himself  in  all  sincerity  may  wish,  in  order  to  secure 
his  path  to  immortality.  But  he  has  not  the  heart 
lo  pull  his  offspring  to  pieces.  A  man  may  write  non- 
sense in  prose,  yet  in  time  become  aware  of  the  fact 
and  amend  it.  Not  so  at  all  times  with  verse ;  it  is 
a  more  cherished  kind  of  offspring.  The  one  is  the 
son,  the  other  the  daughter  of  his  fancy;  and  with 
^1  natural  partiality  for  the  more  delicate  and  beau- 
tiful party,  sees  not  her  faults  or  tries  to  excuse 
them.  He  views  her  with  admiration  and  tenderness, 
soothes  her  with  a  father's  care  ;  and  if  direct  praise 
from  him  be  not  admissible,  takes  care  to  show  de- 
voted though  silent  attachment  to  tlie  child  of  his 
imagination.  AVho  may  venture  to  disturb  this  com- 
placency by  hinting  to  the  parent  unpalatable  truths? 
The  poem  was  Roman  Portraits.  Malonc,  although 
husily  occupied  in  researches  connected  with  stage 
history,  and  in  meeting  the  cavils  or  indirect  censures 
of  Steevens,  gave  his  time  freely  to  the  task.  Fre- 
quent correspondence  as  to  the  necessary  alterations 
ensued.  Many  of  these  letters  lie  before  me,  of  which 
the  following  is  the  first.  But  the  piece  did  not  issue 
into  life  until  the  following  year,  and  has  not  retained 
bold  of  public  opinion. 

DuiliH  CaiUe,  Mas  160,  1793. 
Mt  DBAS  Eduhkd, — I  was  very  glad  yesterday  to  receive 
Fjour  letter  of  the  Uth,  Rccompanied  by  a  proof  sheet     I 


*  ILiLOSE. 


.Ik 


il  II  ml  Til  if  I  •     Bm»i 

»i  I  I  r    fa»  TJ 

bdlfei 

1  hwe  »  ifawU  rf  Ag  ■■ng^iif.i  rf  SteewBB.     tl 
fe«d  k^  deacdbed  as  dhe  mat  mfento*  flf  b 
I  kape  jva  vfll  nat  ^M*  hiM,iMi  I  iUmIe  j 
wziting  »frrw&j.     Toa  conM  not  poanUj'  t 
p  »u>ikj  Jiitytcl  far  AttMnae. 
it  pTCB  ne  £Rat  cuuluu  to  near  idcii  a  oad  *"if  fi 
t:  ihm  B  oae  cnlaia  wsv  of  ; 

raai  has  lajuml  it ;  oon  t  gu  m  p 
msd^itB,  or  ym  w3  be  at  blind  aaa 
ni\  TOO  get  soHK  jvang  bstr  Epithm 
e  oat  Ae  text  for  too,  ad  so  aan  to 
■'^P«e  with  TOO  coCrIj,  Ait  a  oun  who  bas  a  i^sk  lor  B 
Endure  need  Dero-  look  to  idd  age  vitb  despoodaKj.     It  & 
(Aat  proapect  which  conJorta  me;  and  so  long  as  Awe  ■ 
K'^aoks,  and  I  keep  mj  nfish  for  thcai,  tune  may  be  too  si 
E  fa-  Bie,  bat  I  shall  nerer  bst  too  loi^  for  time.     I  1 
some  worth  J  friends  who  depended  apoa  6e]d-ifMnto  for  tl 
amasenvent,  and  being  nonr  grown  infirm,  their  e 
•  load,  because  tber  hare  no  snbetitate  to  fill  op  tfas  I 
which  «-ss  ooce  deroted  to  bodHy  exercise:. 

It  gires  me  the  greatest  satislitction  to  bear  that  1 
resolved  BpoQ  getting  en^TSvings.  Twenty,  as  voa  I 
win  be  sufficient.  I  shall  be  xvry^  impatient  to  : 
cpecimens,  and  flatter  mTself  yoa  «-i]l  not  fail  to  fend  tbemrl 
to  roe  with  the  earliest  opportnnitr.  They  will  make  it  loc 
handsome,  and  with  sncb  paper,  type,  and  engraviiigs,  them 
book  will  have  at  least  the  outside  ol'  a  gentleman.  I  forgot  n 
in  my  distribution  of  copies  in  presents,  tno  jwrsoos  very  I 
material;  one  the  Marq^nis  of  Townshend,  the  other  the] 
Prince  of  Wales.  To  the  latter  I  wish  yon  could  contrive  in 
my  name  to  present  it  Tourself,  or  consult  Mr.  Hamilton*  1 
what  will  be  the  most  respectful  and  proper  manner  of  doing  J 

*  Itj^t  Uononnble  William  Gerard  Hamiltoa. 
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it.     Ilia  Royal  Highness  was  very  gracious  about  me  wheii  I 
wixs  in  England  last. 

My  Scipio  wliora  you  ask  about  is  the  conqueror  of  Han- 
nibal, at  the  battle  of  Zauia,  and  I  believe  the  same  as  in 
Melinoth's  translation  of  the  Dialogue,  but  it  is  not  in  tlie 
least  raaterinl,  and  I  am  glad  you  have  got  a  good  head  to 
copy  from.  You  know  that  there  were  many  Scipios — the 
two  most  illustriiiuti  are  those  Virgil  refers  to: — 

Duo  fulmini  belli 
Scipiadcs. 

I  think  750  a  very  small  number  of  copies,  but  I  must 
flubmit.  I  flatter  myself  it  will  bear  more  than  one  edition. 
The  price  of  the  book,  with  such  paper  and  engravings, 
should  be  at  least  one  guinea;  what  is  it  to  he  fixed  at  ?  I 
don't  see  the  number  of  lines  marked  on  the  margin,  as  you 
said  you  would  order. 

I  send  with  this  some  new  lines  for  Aiujuatus,  and  for  the 
Augustan  age ;  also  an  extract  from  the  Confeatiotu  de  Jaquen 
BalUte  CouUuu,  Citoym  Fi-a/ifau*  from  which  you  may  form 
soma  notion  of  the  performance.  I  have,  as  yon  recom- 
mended, translated  into  English  as  much  us  I  had  originaJIy 
written  in  French,  and  the  mere  manual  operation  of  writing 
ui  a  print  hand  has  been  very  tedious.  About  ten  chapters  in 
both  languages  are  finished — ahout  a  hundred  pages  of  paper, 
something  less  than  this  (foolscap).  Two  persons  who  paid 
me  my  income  as  agents  are  broke,  and  the  profits  of  a  hook 
at  present-are  very  material  to  me.  I  shall  be  for  a  long 
time  in  a  deplorable  way  about  money.  I  hope  you  have  not 
suffered  by  the  times. 

1  am  gliid  to  hear  that  Courtenay  is  become  less  outrageous. 
He  had  a  great  deal  of  republican  frensy  to  spare,  and  yet 
enough  left  to  tjualify  very  well  for  an  apartment  among 
Moorfields  collegians.  Adieu  I  my  dear  Maloiie.  I  am  ever 
most  sincerely  yours, 

Robert  Jbphson. 

I  can't  be  aware  oven  what  small  matter  I  liave  left  for 
yoar  objection  in  the  preface. 

"  AIw  wrillcn  liy  Jepfasoa  BgsJnst  tbe  P'reoch  licvolutionists. 


^^^^H      Among 

^^B«ed  tbece 
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Among  the  anecdotes  with  which  I  have  divcrsi- 
the  candosian  of  the  present  work,' are  sevend 
^eaned  br  Malone  at  the  Clab.  Few  there  but  had 
mingled  lirgdr  in  societr,  knew  the  most  noted 
paUic  characters^  or  were  intimate  with  those  who 
did.  One  of  these  was  Bishop  Douglas,  detector  o( 
Lander's  fbrgery  concerning  Milton,  and  a  successor 
in  the  see  of  Salisbury  to  a  more  celebrated  name,  of 
whom  he  found  a  few  remaining  anecdotes.  Hia 
nrnnory  in  historical,  biogra|ihicaI,  and  literary  inci- 
dents of  the  previous  half  centurv,  appeared  unusualljr 
well-stored,  and  were  freelv  drawn  forth  by  a  litUo 
judicious  prompting. 

**7\tfvd^,  Rirvary  12M,  1793.— We  had  a  very 
good  club,  only  eight — Bishop  Douglas,  Nuncliff  ?• 
Percv,  Marlav,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Boswell,  Mr.  Stee* 
vens,  and  myself.  On  the  preceding  meeting  we  had 
fifteen  members — much  too  numerous  to  be  pleasant. 

"  Dr.  Douglas,  talking  of  Burnet,  mentioned  that 
several  of  his  characters  were  softened  down  by  hia 
Bon  the  judge,  chiefly  by  omissions.  The  person  who 
had  been  employed  as  amanuensis,  a  clergyman  I 
believe  of  Salisbury,  was  not  faithful  to  his  trust, 
and  some  of  these  omissions  appeared  afterwards  in  a 
pamphlet  which  the  Bishop  possesses.  He  has  some 
more  in  manuscript  which  are  not  in  that  pamphlet. 

"  Burnet,  he  said,  was  extremely  passionate  and 
violent  in  his  resentments.  Ho  piqued  himself  on 
preaching  without  book.  Some  of  his  sermons,  how- 
ever, are  in  print.  At  one  of  his  visitations,  when 
'Stein  US.,  bat  vho  meut  ia  nnkDmrn. 
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the  name  of  a  very  old  clergyman  was  called  over  (of 
whom  a  private  complaint  had  been  made  that  the 
parish  could  not  endure  him,  ho  gave  such  bad 
sermons),  he  gravely  chicled    the   poor   parson — '  I 

am  told,   Mr. ,  that    your   parish  is  \ery  well 

satisfied  with  you  in  many  respects,  but  they  are 
much  discontented  with  your  sermons.  Now  there 
is  no  excuse  for  this ;  for  instead  of  preaching 
extempore,  as  I  am  told  you  sometimes  do,  or  giving 
them  your  own  compositions,  you  have  only  to  preach 
good  printed  sermons,  and  they  will  have  no  cause 
for  complaint.' — '  May  it  please  your  lordship,'  replied 
the  clergj'raan,  '  you  have  been  wholly  misinformed. 
I  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  preaching  printed 
sermons,  and  those  I  have  preferred  are  your  lord- 
ship's ! ' 

"  When  Burnet  once  rated  his  son,  afterwards  the 
judge,  for  something  indecorous  that  he  had  done, 
•  Lord,  air,  I  can't  help  it ;  I  was  forced  to  do  it  for 
bread.' — '  Get  you  gone,'  replied  the  Bishop,  '  it  was 
for  drink.' 

"  Bishop  Douglas,  it  appears,  was  principally  con- 
cerned in  issuing  out  the  Life  and  Continuation  of 
Lord  Clarendon,  at  Oxford  in  1759-  He  says  that 
Lord  Clarendon's  character  of  Monk  was  much 
stronger  coloured  {i.e.,  he  was  more  censured  by 
his  Lordship)  than  appears  at  present.  But  such 
alterations  as  were  made  in  the  manuscript — which 
were  chiefly  to  soften  the  characters— were  made  by 
Lord  Clarendon's  heirs  before  it  came  to  Oxford. 

"Lord  Onslow  has  from  his  father,  all  the  cas- 
trated sheets  of  Burnet's  History.     The  judge  pro- 
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miaed  to  put  his  father's  MS.  into  a  public  librarj', 
but  never  did.  Bishop  Douglas  said  he  was  assured, 
from  good  authority,  that  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
read  parts  of  his  work  to  some  old  people  of  a  former 
age,  and  to  make  alterations  which  they  suggested, 
when  in  fact  they  were  wrong  and  he  right.  He 
yielded  in  this  way  often  to  Lord  Portmore. 

"  Bishop  Douglas  told  us,  the  same  day,  that  old 
Dr.  King,  of  St.  Mary  Hall,  prophesied,  before  he 
died,  that  when  the  Hanover  family  wore  securely 
established  on  the  throne,  and  the  pretensions  of  the 
Stuarts  comparatively  at  an  end,  the  Whigs  of  Eng- 
land would  become  Kepublieans.  This  prophecy  is 
in  some  measure  verifying  in  our  own  days ;  particu- 
larly since  tbo  new  and  accursed  doctrines  of  equaUtv, 
&c.,  have  been  broached  by  Paine  in  England  and  the 
French  savages  on  the  Continent." 

At  one  of  these  club  meetings,  though  probably  of 
more  recent  date  than  this  year,  an  instance  of  ill- 
nature  was  alleged  against  Malone  by  Rogers  the 
poet,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  distinguished  literary 
friend.*  In  the  height  of  revolutionary  proceedings 
in  France,  Rogers,  not  at  all  reserved  in  giving  full 
ewing  to  Whig  opinions  of  the  day,  came  forward  as 
candidate  for  the  Club,  and  was  blackballed.  This 
he  attributed  to  Malone — whether  truly  or  not  is 
doubtful,  as  the  ballot  leaves  no  clue  to  trace  the 
partv.  But  strong  opinions  from  any  one  were  likely 
to  give  offence  to  many  members ;  and  there  was 
something  perhaps  of  reprisal  in  the  result ;  for  Dr. 
French  Laurence,  the  intimate  friend  of  Burke,  bad 
•  Rev.  Alcwinder  Dycc,  editor  of  The  TabU'TaUt  of  Samuel  Rogeri. 
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been  previously  rejected  by  other  dissentients.  Bos- 
well  however  on  one  or  two  occasions  privately  to  our 
Critic,  pointed  at  Steevens  and  Sir  Joseph  Bankes 
s  sometimes  showing  their  distaste  in  this  manner. 

The  diligence  of  Malone  had  not  ceased  with  the 
publication  of  Shakspeare.  Time  added  daily  to  his 
stores  relative  to  the  Poet,  the  stage,  the  language, 
and  allusions  of  former  days,  as  illustrative  of  the 
text.  He  had  become  also  fully  alive  to  the  mecha- 
nical defects  of  the  previous  work — small  print  and 
I  close  page.  AH  these  imperfections  he  sought  to 
correct;  and  ambitiou  even  aimed  at  "royal  quartos 
with  engravings,"  to  which  Jephson  alludes  in  the 
previous  letter. 

In  pursuit  of  all  possible  knowledge  for  this  pro- 
ject, his  friends  at  Stratford  were  not  forgotten.  To 
Dr.  Davenport  he  writes  in  April  1 793  :— 

"  For  my  own  part,  after  having  for  two  years 
reposed  from  Shakspearian  labours,  I  am  now  once 
more  going  to  resume  them,  and  to  put  a  splendid 
quarto  edition  to  the  press,  of  which  1  enclose  you 
the  prospectus.  Tlus  is  the  occasion  of  my  giving 
you  the  present  trouble,  as  the  first  work  I  mean 
to  set  about  is  the  Life  of  Shakspeare.  For  this 
I  have  a  good  many  materials  already  in  print,   to 

I  woven  together  into  a  connected  narrative  with 
the  addition  of  some  information  obtained  too  late 
for  my  octavo  edition.  Will  you  allow  me  once 
again  to  resume  our  Shakspearian  disquisition, — 
■  Age  cannot  wither  it,  nor  custom  stale  its  infinite 
Tariety.' " 

To  his  humble  friend  Jordan  he  is  equally  commu- 
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nicative  later  in  the  same  year, — says  it  is  long  since 
tliey  haye  had  any  Shakspearian  talk,  "for  that  can 
never  tire;"  sends  him  also  a  prospectus  of  the  pro- 
posed "new  edition  of  the  Poet,  in  fifteen  volumes, 
royal  quarto,  embellished  by  Heath  from  paintings 
by  Stothard;"  afterwards  announces  that  "ho  will 
be  at  Stratford  to-morrow  (Nov.  19),  on  his  way  to 
Ireland,  and  means  to  call  upon  him,"  and  finishes, 
as  usual,  with  a  good  supply  of  queries. 

The  reference  to  Stcevens  in  the  following  letter 
from  Lord  Charlemont,  as  in  that  from  Jepheon, 
arose  from  the  unhappy  disposition  of  that  gentleman 
to  pursue  in  bitterness  of  spirit  any  supposed  adver- 
sary or  rival.  Although  he  had  at  one  time,  as  we 
have  seen,  recommended  his  then  friend  to  edit 
Shakspeare,  compliance  with  this  wish  extinguished 
his  favour,  if  not  friendship.  The  younger  Critic  be- 
came in  his  eyes  offensive,  because  he  could  not  ac- 
quiesce in  all  opinions  of  the  elder.  The  results  were 
actual  hostility  to  Malone,  whom  in  order  to  annoy, 
he  re-published  his  own  edition  in  1793,  to  prevent 
any  re-issue  by  one  now  considered  by  him  an  in- 
truder. 

I  have  lately  seen  (October,  1793), — for  Heaven  furbid 
that  I  should  have  bought ! — Steevpns'a  last  edidon  of  Sbak- 
Bpeare.  You  know  I  always  tlislikod  the  man,  and  certainly 
the  manner  in  which  lie  mentions  you  has  by  no  means 
diminished  my  dislike.  In  all  he  says  t)iere  is  bat  too  visibly 
a  feeble,  though,  thanks  to  his  slender  abilities,  a  fmitlesa 
attempt  to  damn  with  faint  praise,  which  is  certainly  the 
species  of  satire  least  creditable  to  its  author.  Besides,  that 
a  publication  at  this  period  has  at  least  the  appearance  of 
being  meant  to  check  tlie  progress  of  your  Intended  quarto. 
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Bid  indeed  he  baa  taken  care  to  presen'e  for  himself  tlie  only 


idvantage  he  can  ever  have 


r  you,  by  making  his  edition 


far  more  legible  than  that  wliicli  you  last  published.  The 
qoarto  however  will  not  I  trust,  he  affected  by  it:  indeed, 
I  now  wisli  for  its  success  more  ardently  than  ever.  Yet  it  is 
whispered  here  among  the  booksellers  that  the  present  state 
of  tlie  times  may  possibly  retard  ite  coming  forth.  I  hope 
otherwise. 

I      A  month  later  his  lordship  writes  again  :  l 
'■  Labor  vincit  omnia." 

Improlms — with  your  ardour,  talents,  and  indefatigable 
diligence,  my  dearest  Malone,  it  is  utterly  impossible  you 
should  fail  of  success.  We  may  now  flatter  ourselves  that 
we  shall  shortly  know  all  that  ever  can  he  kuown  of  that 
first  of  bards,  whose  writings  alone  would  have  rendered  the 
poetick  fame  of  his  country  immortal. 

All  I  drearl  is  that  youi-  sight — with  which  mine  has  a  sad 

fellow-feeling — vrill  never  hold  out  to  the  end  of  your  pur- 

I  nit;  and  the  bare  idea  of  your  having  examined  three  tkou- 

mtasid  antique  pajierit,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  legible 

with  difficulty,  makes,  I  confess,  my  poor  eyes  ache 

He  adverts  again  to  the  quarto  edition,  and  leams 

rom  Mercier,  "an  intelligent  bookseller  in  Dublin, 

that  some  of  the  plates  are  already  finished  and  well 

executed."     But  this  information  proved  erroneous. 

The  times  also  would  not  admit  of  expensive  editions 

such  fts  the  quarto  with  plates ;  nor  even  the  quarto 

form    without   plates,    as   he    next   proposed.      Two 

1794-95,  were  spent  in  various  projects  be- 

liween  him  and  the  booksellers,  without  satisfactory 

■results.     His  first  edition  had  been  some  time  ex* 

lllausted.      All    that  was    done    to  replace   it  was  a 

icheap  reprint,  in  seven  small  volumes,  without  the 

I  dissertations  or  poems; — so  insignificant  in  his  view, 


as  to  take  the  trouble  to  disclaim  connection  with  it 
in  the  journals. 

At  length  in  1"95,  another  plan  of  publication 
found  favour,  which  may  be  considered  in  effect 
after  long  delay,  great  labour,  and  some  changes 
of  design,  the  one  ultimately  adopted,  though  he 
did  not  live  to  bring  forth  what  was  nevertheless  all 
his  own.  His  views,  such  as  they  then  were,  will 
he  found  in  the  prospectus.* 

*  "Kevcrting,  however,  to  his  original  idea  (from  which  he  was  verj' 
reluctantly  induced  to  depart),  that  of  giving  a  new  itnd  splendid  edition 
of  the  plays  and  poems  of  the  author  without  engrsTinga,  he  intended  to 
present  the  public  with  a  second  edition  of  his  former  work,  in  twenty 
volumes,  royal  octavo,  on  a  larger  paper  and  type,  both  for  the  te*t  and 
commentaries,  than  have  ever  beeTi  employed  in  any  edition  of  Shaksptan 
with  uotes.  The  first  six  volumes  will  be  ready  for  publicatioD  in  1796; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  work,  \a  two  deliveries  of  seven  volumes  each, 
will  be  published  with  all  convenient  speed. 

"The  first  volume  will  be  appropriated  to  an  entirely  new  Life  of 
SAakupeare  (compiled  from  original  and  authentic  documents),  which  is 
now  nearly  ready  for  the  press :  the  second  and  third  to  Mr.  Malone's 
ffiitory  of  the  Stage,  considerably  enlarged,  and  his  other  dissertations 
illustrative  of  the  poet's  works ;  together  with  the  prefaces  of  former 
editors,  to  which  some  new  eluci-dations  will  be  added.  The  twentieth 
volume  will  comprise  Sbakspeare's  poems,  uod  the  remaining  sixteen  his 
plays  which  will  be  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  ore  supposed 
by  Mr.  Malone  to  have  been  written ;  with  the  editor's  commenUkrics  as 
well  as  those  of  bis  predecessors,  and  several  new  annotBlions. 

"  To  the  plays  it  is  not  proposed  to  annex  any  engravings;  but  the 
lAff  of  Shiikspeare  will  be  ornamented  with  a  delineation  of  his  bu»t  at 
Stratford,  of  the  head  of  which  !SIr.  Malone  is  possessed  of  a  fac-simSt, 
the  engraved  portraits  of  Sir  Thomas  Lucy  and  Mr.  John  Coombe,  from 
drawings  made  on  purpose  for  his  work,  in  1793,  by  Mr.  Sylvester 
Harding ;  also,  with  an  engraving  of  Shakspeare,  not  from  factitions  or 
fictitious  representation  of  that  poet,  hut  from  a  drawing  of  the  same  siie 
as  the  original,  made  in  17S6  by  Mr.  Humphry,  from  the  only  authentic 
portrait  now  known,  that  which  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Sir 
William  D'Avenant,  and  now  belonging  to  the  heir  of  the  lale  Duke  of 
Chandos," 
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Jepbaoa'e  Poem  snd  Letlera— Another  Teader  Attachment — Death  of 
Boswell— Aubrey's  Papers— The  Irclanda  Shakspeare  Foi^eries— 
Letter  of  Burke— Lord  Cbarlemont— New  Tragedy  by  Jephson— 
Lord  Orford- Uejiiolda"  Memoir  and  Work*— Detith  of  iJurke. 

In  the  office  of  literary  accoucheur  to  Roman  Por- 
traits, a  reminder  occasionally  dropped  from  the  parent 
to  keep  him  up  to  his  work.  Here  we  are  permitted 
to  witness  the  throes  of  the  poet  in  the  act  of  deli- 
very ;  for  alas !  who  fated  to  cudgel  his  wits  for  the 
entertainment  of  the  public  can  forget  the  self- 
imposed  toil  of  the  process !  He  writes  from  Castle- 
town (Ireland)  early  in  January  1/94  : — 

You  are  by  tliis  time,  I  suppose,  returned  from  CJieslm-O) — 
I  heartily  hope  wilh  your  liealth  improved,  your  eyes 
strengthened,  and  again  assailable  by  letter.  In  my  last,  I 
gave  my  opinion  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  any  altera- 
tion in  the  firet  couplet  of  Cicero's  character;  but  if  you  don't 
thuik  so,  the  Ibllowing  line  (protly  ncai-ly  youi-  oivn  words) 
may  do,  viz. : — 

"  But  all  these  desperate  parricides  concealed 
A  woman's  tongue,"  Jlcc. 

I  am  glad  you  are  pleased  with  the  note  upon  the  poor 
Queen  of  France.  Pray  alter  it  an  little  as  possible,  for  it 
runs  so  well  in  its  present  form  tJiat  it  drew  streams  uf  tears 
down  tlie  cheeks  of  two  or  three  very  sensible  ladies  who 


read 


my  copy  o 


It 


r  very  i 
f^ives  rac  pleasui-e  to  think  that 


11  a  work  of  mine  there  will  bo  at  least  one  strikini' 


jiassage 


TW*  UFB  OP  EDMOND  MALONE. 

which  belcmga  to  you  properly.  I  have  a  long  and,  I  think, 
veiy  good  concluding  note  for  Jnlius  Cassar  ready  to  send 
when  you  gire  me  advice  it  may  be  time  for  it.  I  have  also 
made  great  additions  to  Augustus  and  the  Augustan  age, 
which  I  believe  I  liave  not  yet  sent  you;  and  a  very  long 
note,  or  rather  short  essay,  upon  the  Koman  Constitution,  for 
the  conclusion  of  all. 

I  have  added  an  entire  new  character  of  Octavia,  sister 
cif  Augustus  and  wife  of  Anthony,  to  he  inser1*?d  imme- 
diately afler  Antliony  and  Cleopatra.  She  was  by  aJl 
accounts  a  most  amiable  creature,  and  forms  a  good  contrast 
to  her  hushand'a  harlot,  CleopatTa.  I  hope  you  will  like  it. 
I  see  tlie  speedy  pubhcatiou  of  Conteau*  again  advertaBed 
in  the  WfiiUJutU  Evening  Post,  but  I  liave  not  heard  from 

Reeves  this  long  time I  send  you  OcUvia,  and 

hope  you  will  treat  her  better  than  Anthony  did. 

Several  letters  follow  upon  the  same  theme.  Addi- 
tional notes  were  necessary;  new  lines  to  be  intro- 
duced ;  re-arrangement  of  passages  made ;  words 
altered  for  others  of  superior  elegance  or  force ;  in 
short,  all  the  processes  common  to  inventive  labourers 
in  the  workshop  of  literatui'c. 

In  the  summer  of  1794,  though  at  tlie  end  of  the 
book  season,  the  poem,  closely  revised,  came  out  in  an 
expensive  form.  The  author  wanted  money  much,  but 
buyers  were  then  few,  and  he  must  be  content  to  wait 
for  a  more  propitious  moment.  To  Malone,  who  had 
taken  a  trip  to  Brighton  for  recreation,  his  obUgations 
were  freely  acknowledged.  They  were  now  increased ; 
for  this  good-natured  friend  had  to  send  presents  of 
copies  to  several  influential  noblemen ;  to  propitiate 
or  answer  reviewers ;  circulate  favourable  notices ;  and 

*  Cm/tisioBt  of  Jamea  BapSiU  C'onleuu,  alto  by  Jephlon,  mitten  la 
espgaurc  of  euonnitiea  oi'  tbu  Trencb  rcvglutiouary  leadcre. 


I 


I 
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gain  for  the  work  fair  play  at  least,  if  not  favour.* 
Lord  Orford  in  J  uly  received  his  copy  through  Malone, 
for  which  he  returns  due  thanks,  and  afterwards  sends  a 
criticism  to  the  author.  At  the  same  time,  he  writes — 
"  Lord  Orford  will  be  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Malone 
for  a  print  of  himself,  and  another  of  Mr.  Jephson." 
Whether  our  Critic  at  this  moment  expected 
Government  patronage,  is  not  clear;  hut  the  occa- 
sional necessities  of  an  Irish  landlord  over  unpunc- 
tual  tenants  render  such  boons  very  agreeable. 
That  a  place  would  have  been  accepted  many 
years  afterwards,  his  letters  disclosed.  At  cither 
period,  his  intimate  friend  Mr.  Windham  was  to 
have  formed  the  channel  to  office.  Yet  it  never 
took  effect,  Jephson  touches  upon  the  subject  in  one 
of  his  letters  in  October  1 794.t 

*  Two  of  the  noblemen  nhose  good  opiniona  were  sought  were  Lords 
Orford  (Utely  come  to  the  title)  and  Moraington.  Tlie  account  of  tbe 
latter  raaj  oot  be  uninteresting,  as  he  Mas  known  for  keen  literary  taatcfi, 
though  DOt,  like  Wdpolc,  a.  professed  writer. 

"  I  expected  rather  more  praise  from  Lord  Orford,  and  much  less  from 
Lord  Momington  (MarqniB  Wcllesley).  The  latter  is  the  most  fasti- 
dious of  human  critics,  and  though  be  has  great  literature,  liccn  sagacity, 
and  a  veil-formed  taste,  praise  comes  from  him  like  drops  out  of  a  atill. 
Uesjdea,  we  have  never  (though  once  I  think  he  lored  me  hke  a  brother) 
been  cordially  reconciled,  I  mean  on  his  part,  since  he  has  known  my 
aversiiHi  to  that  most  proper  object  of  it,  the  M.  of  B.  (Marquis  of 
Buckio^bam).  He  and  his  family  were  the  first  patrons  and  friends  of 
the  young  Momington.  However,  he  has  said  a  great  deal  and  weU. 
With  Lord  Orford's  letter  you  ought  to  be  particularly  pleased,  as  you 
see  how  much  he  is  stmck  with  the  note  on  tbc  Qaecn  of  France,  all 
the  materials  for  which,  and  not  a  little  in  the  wording,  I  bod  in  letten  J 
from  you.  The  merit  of  the  note  is  its  strength  and  conciseness,  Stroiy  1 
&cts  in  strong  words." 

t  "  With  most  fervent  eamestness  I  proy  that  some  constderable  im- 
provement in  your  situation  may  result  from  the  new  Govemmoit 
coalition.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  ik  multitude  of  lucrative  sinecum 
U  his  disposal ;  and  if  Windham  with  such  advantages  as  be  at  present 
possesses  does  not  contrive  speedily  to  put  you  quite  at  your  ease,  yoU'  ■ 
nuut  allow  me  to  aay  he  b  the  most  frigid,  numinal  friend  that  eTer>  I 
p  2 


ike  keart  tolOTc 
UiM  Mb?  Ahhu^ 
lb*t  kMei  KHk  a  Sl^  rty  t  W  |M»iurd  to  tiy 
apH?  Aie  ihr  maag  aad  Ae  gn^  iloBe  prirDeged 
toaeek  agni  sad  agsn  ibe  U»Jut*t  tin  of  Tiumio 
life?  b  a  ^nie  all  the  mmpatkaa  m  can  faesbnr 
■fMalheantorof  Kdatc  aga  whea  diappiaiitcd  in  hk 
cndeaiuurt  topartid^ate  in  those  aftctioBate  endear- 
ments v^idi  b  is  the  piminttt  v£  woman  to  bestow? 
He  tried  hovercr  and  again  fiuled.  He  had  once 
lored  **  not  wisel;  bat  luo  weU,*  and  did  so  a  secoml 
time.     Ciqnd  and  }as  stan  had  no  compassion  od  a 

pwtea^  to  tfce  nrtK  <£  Sa^Mmf.  Hav  coold  tbe  D.  of  FonlMul 
jUhii  hiw  m  iwfMt,  «grf  —  H  rtwM  he  m  ftraT  of  ite  wt  fcanied 
■M  bEo^md  (m  I  raBf  tkiik  jva  nt),  wmi  anvnUIy  bdond  Md 
nipCEtM  f  1  iB  *ei7  'fTT  ^  «■  jvv  twi^  i'>g^^"  Mr-  Gomq 
TImHIiw  k  dKHaeeOce;  te  be  Im*  gml  aol  far  «  frkud,  nd 
id«Mi  U  ■MSotklinK.- 

AfiiB,  is  the  Iblknra^  mialb — 

**  Ban  «  BBf  mare  iatdSgim*  to  expect  slmt  Laid  mcBflEn  t 
If  be  deca  Mt  eooBC^  perfaafiB  I'Cvd  Speoccr  aaj  i  and  with  citbcr  I 
tUnk  TOO  ni^  be  Uiber  at  Oie  Bhcfc  Rod,  »  to?  gmtkMui-Hke 
pbue,  whkl)  ia  attended  witb  no  tmofak,  leaTa  jon  at  liberty  to  retarn 
to  Ffgl"™'  tbe  HMKBent  the  seanoa  or  Pariiatneiit  eeaMa,  ta  wonii  at  leut 
WtMLper  aiuiam,BiMl|pTC*aii  excellent  claim  to  anaccun  of  at  least  half 
tbc  value  when  the  adminiitratiaD  of  a  friendly  LordLicQtenaot  ii  avei." 
....  The  following  poonge  i«  not  ■very  complimentary  to  tiro  well- 
known  men  In  Iruh  polities : — "  Disturbing  such  a  cbaroder  as  Lord 
Klbgibbon  might  gratify  *ucb  men  is  Mr.  Fbitpot  Curran  or  gnuy 
Jack  Egsn,  but  it  would  be  felt  by  even-  honest  initor  and  liberal  gujx- 
tlenuu)  at  the  bar  an  a  natioaU  iosult  and  national  iDJury."  Curran  i* 
mentioned  very  contcniptuouily  by  two  or  three  other  Dublin  comspon- 
denti  of  Malcnic — party  politic*  often  became  there  perfonal  antipathic?- 
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tind  and  affectionate  heart  eminently  fitted  for  domes- 
lie  companionship,  yet  condemned  to  drift  down  the 
itroam  of  life  a  solitary  however  unwilling  traveller, 
lotwithstanding  his  own  lines  evinced  the  high  esti- 
mate formed  of  domestic  affection — 

Vain — wenlth  and  fame  and  fortune's  fostering  care. 
If  no  fond  breast  the  spleadid  blessings  ahnrcj 
Aad  euch  day's  bustling  pageantry  once  past, 
Tbere — only  tliere  our  bliss  is  found  at  last. 

The  lady,  it  appeared — and  it  is  nearly  all  wc  can 

Jlcar  of  her — was  a  Miss  B ,  well  known  to  Mr. 

Windham,  possessed  of  all  the  necessary  qualities  of 
good  wife ;  but  difficulties  now  unknown  stood  in  tho 
way.  A  younger  Jephson,  nephew  of  the  poet,  hopes 
'(November  21,  1794)  tho  case  is  not  so  desperate  as 
Malone  thinks.  "1  have  heard  as  high  an  account  of 
Jicr  as  can  bo  given  of  woman.     The  portraiture  you 

Bent  me  was  very  pleasing  and  satisfactory 

JTothing  but  your  evil  genius,  who  sccnls  to  have  dis- 
icovercd   with    cruel    sagacity    where    you    are    most 
vulnerable,  could  have  dashed  so  fair  a  prospect."    In 
the    same  strain,  Lord    Charlemont,  Chetwood  who 
:new  her  personally,   the  two  Jephsons,  imcio  and 
icphew,  allude  to  the  subject  in  their  letters  of  this 
date,  and  regret  the  result,  for  tho  sake  of  both  par- 
ies.    Fate  had  decreed  him  irreversibly  a  bachelor  ! 
A  characteristic  homily  upon  love  from  tho  noblo 
icer,  a  happy  papa  of  sixty-seven,  to  the  despairing 
Thichelor  of  fifty-four,  reached  the  latter  in  July  1795. 
Taut  pis  pour  pIU  !      My  dearest  Maloncj — She  lias  been 
ilo  strongly  to  attach  you,  and  must  therefore  he  a  woman 
'  excellent  sense ;  neither  do  I  !n  ttio  least  doubt  tliat  she  is 
issesaed  of  every  amiable  quality,   and  of  every  elegimt  j 


»  »  .   -3  k  II 
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•:t*  w^tiici.     Tac  pit  d: 
As  tat  TTHL,.  zsrssensszz  sai  ct^cseiriKcs  fygt^tfulneas 

<c«k£&sl  k^v?^«r^  ^,  I  am  ireO 
jEvareyDoc  casj  «>  be  pcocoredy  ins  roar  ikennr  mm,  in  a 
town  Eke  T^nnti«,  ca  icaRcitr.  I  sksvU  hope,  £ul  in  |Hno- 
TidiB^  TOd  wish  ^as  &«;  aai  StakKKS^  Bunr.  perlL^, 
now  be  more  pr:£:i]ble  ^  joa  &in  ennr  be  has  Tet  been. 
TWai  I  nose  sneerehr  jeel  fcr  tool  and  widi  too,  is  most 
cfitJiH  For  upTct  faarii^  bd  cnce  in  mT  life  sofkfed  iove 
sa  jpMT  mg^  I  nerer  coolid  kxve  been  precisei j  in  toot  pre- 
dicament. I  hare  sdR  known  enough  of  die  passion  to  be 
Aorooghlr  aciq[oaxntai  vidi  all  its  effects. 

Whj  win  sIk  not  gfrejoa  reason  u>  be  angnr?  Depii  is 
mmetimes,  tfaoogh  indeed  no(  often,  a  tolerable  resonrce. 
Bnt  this,  I  find,  is  denied  too.  Still,  however,  joa  are  not 
without  hopes.  Neither  am  L  For  I  think  it  scarcely 
possible  that  a  w<Mnan,  soch  as  Ton  describe,  should  not 
finaDy  retnm  the  passion  (rf'a  man  snch  as  I  know  yon  to  be. 
Shoold  this  happen,  which  I  by  no  means  think  impfobable, 
hang  me  if  I  would  not,  fiir  some  short  time  at  least,  en- 
dearonr  to  repay  her  in  her  own  coin.  Bat  this,  with  you, 
I  suppose  is  heresy. 

Bewildered  by  what  would  appear  the  vacillating 
conduct  of  the  lady,  alarmed  by  the  results  of  the  war, 
doubtful  of  Irish  loyalty,  and  the  consequent  stability 
of  his  property  in  that  country,  he  proceeded  in  a 
moment  of  fright,  and  unknown  to  his  family,  to  ad- 
vertise it  for  sale.  From  this  he  was  soon  dissuaded. 
Good-nature  had  caused  some  temporary  difSculty; 
rents  were  irregular  ;  small  loans  had  been  advanced 
to  friends  on  pressing  emergencies,  and  not  repaid ;  so 
that  he  was  less  at  ease  than  usual ;  and  this  may  have 
given  the  first  idea  of  accepting^  if  offered,  some  suit- 
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able  place.  In  the  meantime,  always  careful  of  his 
friends,  ho  had  secured  a  small  office  at  Gibraltar, 
through  the  interest  of  Mr.  Windham,  for  one  of  the 
younger  Jephsons,  who  in  action  with  an  enemy's  ship 
on  the  passage  thither,  had  an  opportunity,  as  a  volun- 
teer in  working  a  gim,  of  distinguishing  himself,  and 
was  complimented  on  the  occasion  by  Lord  St.  Vincent. 
Early  in  1795  death  unexpectedly  carried  off  his 
friend  Boswell,  whose  volumes  have  ensured  fame, 
while  among  the  waspish  professors  of  criticism  they 
have  scarcely  given  him  character.  Between  the  bio- 
grapher and  his  labours  some  have  drawn  a  very  wide 
distinction.  One  has  taken  rank  among  the  undying 
productions  of  our  country.  The  other  is  absurdly 
■alleged  to  have  been  a  simpleton,  a  toady,  a  flatterer, 
almost  a  fool.  Nay,  undoubted  independence  and  truth- 
telling  even  made  him  enemies  at  the  moment.  "  I  will 
not  pare  my  tiger's  claws  down  to  those  of  a  cat  for  any 
one,"  was  the  manly  declaration  regarding  Dr.  John- 
flon's  sarcasms.  An  opportunity  was,  therefore,  taken 
in  one  of  the  newspapers  after  his  death,  and  recently 
'in  works  of  more  pretension,  to  sketch  him  unfairly ; 
to  take  measure  of  the  workman,  not  of  the  work  ;  to 
lower  the  greater  to  the  standard  of  the  less.  But 
Malone  flew  to  tlio  rescue ;  and  as  we  might  expect 
from  a  kindly  spirit,  rendered  duo  credit  to  an  erring 
liatiu*e  of  many  foibles,  but  with  talents  beyond  dis- 
pute.* Nay,  the  departed  seemed  almost  to  have 
axpectcd  something  of  posthumous  aid  from  his  good- 
Aumoured  friend ;  for  Bennet  Langton  thus  writes  to 
Malone  in  August,  1795 — 

*  Omiiltman'»  Magazine,  June,  1793. 
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I  liavo  not  lind  any  inform  nti on  of  the  Boawell  family  since 
an  aifectinif  letter  from  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Edinborgb, 
giving  nn  account  of  liis  attendance  at  tlie  last  solemn  office 
of  onr  poor  friend's  interment  at  Auchinleclc,  I  find,  sir,  the 
poor  man  had  refeired  to  yon,  jointly  with  Sir  William  and 
Mr.  Temple,  the  friendly  task  of  judging  which  and  what 
l)art9  of  his  wi-itings  left  behind  him  may  be  thought  of  for 
publication, 

Absence  from  town  was  frequent  during  the  year, 
caused,  perhaps,  by  attachment  to  the  lady  in  Lan- 
cashire, of  whom  his  old  friend  Chetwood  thus  writes 
in  January,  1795 — 

My  wishes  for  your  success  in  your  matrimonial  pursuit 
wore  strong  when  I  saw  yoti,  and  much  stronger  afterwards 
when,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Warrington,  I  beard  a  cha- 
racter of  the  lady  that  attracted  me  most  warmly  to  her. 
Among  other  traits,  I  was  charmed  with  one — namely,  that 
she  is  almost  adored  by  the  poor  of  that  country. 

In  March  of  the  same  year,  the  monument  to  Dr. 
Johnson  being  nearly  ready  for  erection,  Malone,  as 
an  active  member  of  the  managing  committee,  wrote 
for  the  epitaph  which  had  been  promised  by  Dr.  Parr. 
An  assenting  answer  was  given,  to  which  early  in 
April  Malone  replies — 

"  I  am  sure  it  is  unnecessar)'  to  tell  you  that  it  was 
not  from  any  want  of  attention  I  did  not  immediately 
answer  your  letter.  The  truth  is,  I  wished  to  consult 
some  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  management  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  monument  had  been  assigned,  and  had 
not  opportunity  of  doing  so  till  yesterday.  The  epi- 
taph which  you  have  wTittcn  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
everything  that  they  could  wish ;  but  as  they  and  the 
surviving  executor  (Sir  Wm.  Scott)  cannot  properly 
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lopt  aDj  inscription  without  seeing  and  approving 
and  as  you  might  possibly  not  choose  to  submit 
at  all  to  their  inspection   unless   upon  a  certain 

•surance  of  its  being  adopted,  I  thought  it  right  to 
state  the  circumstance  to  you  before  you  transmitted 
the  epitaph.  The  persons  I  allude  to  arc,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Windham,  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Mr.  Metcalf  and 
Mr.  Boswell,  who  together  with  myself  are  nomi- 
jiated  as  curators  of  the  monument,  and  who  are  all 
«xtremely  indebted  to  you  for  your  exertions  on  the 
present  occasion." 

Dr.  Parr  writes,  at  the  same  moment,  that  he  will 
Boon  be  in  town.  Malone  replies  by  inclosing  a  pro- 
posal from  Sir  William  Scott,  implying  some  dif- 
iference  of  opinion  as  to  the  language  employed,  which 
produced  cessation  of  corrcspondeuce  for  more  than  a 
month.  Malone  then  resumes  his  pen  at  greater 
length,  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  the  club,  that  cer- 
tain alterations  should  be  made  in  order  to  suit  the 

ineral  views : — 

"3/oy21,  1795. 

"Dear  Sth, — Some  very  pressing  business  of  my 
own  has  prevented  me  a  long  time  from  obeying  Sir 
William  Scott's  desire,  who  being  entirely  occupied 
4y  the  business  of  the  term,  requested  me  to  convey 
to  you  our  joint  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  the  two 
letters  with  which  you  favoured  us.  I  may  add,  that 
J  felt  myself  very  unequal  to  the  task,  as  indeed  I 

.ve  nothing  more  to  say  respecting  the  epitaph  than 
what  I  have  said  already. 

"  However,  as  in  a  question  of  this  sort  authority 
lay  be  of  some  weight  in  a  matter  where  the  appeal 
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most  finally  be  to  the  public,  I  may  mention  to  you 
that,  35  Dr.  Johnson  bad  founded  what  is  called  tho 
Literary  Club,  I  thought  they  had  a  kind  of  peculiar 
interest  in  any  inscription  to  his  memoir  ;  and  there- 
fore took  an  opportunity-,  when  there  happened  to  be 
some  of  our  most  eminent  members  present,  to  repeat 
your  epitaph ;  and  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr. 
Steevens,  Sir  Wm.  Scott,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
members  present,  were  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
probttbilis  was  an  utterly  inadequate  epithet  as 
deacriptive  of  Dr.  Johnson's  character  as  a  poet ;  and 
they  were  equally  clear  that  some  eulogium  on  him  as 
a  poet  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  integrity  of 
his  character.  I  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly  request 
that  you  will  give  us  some  other  epitaph ;  for  the 
total  omission  is  what  none  of  his  friends  are  willing 
to  agree  to.  Permit  me  to  add  one  other  considera* 
tion,  which  perhaps  when  you  turn  it  in  your  mind, 
as  I  am  sure  your  candour  will  lead  you  to  do,  may 
have  some  little  weight. 

"  The  world  in  general  consider  Johnson  as  a  great 
writer  in  prose  and  verse.  Now,  under  the  words 
'prfcepfori  recte  vtvendi  gravissimo,'  his  admirable 
powers  as  a  writer  of  prose  are  not  necessarily 
included,  though  I  know  they  are  large  enough  to 
comprehend  them;  but  that  his  great  excellence  in 
this  respect  is  not  necessarily  included  in  these  words 
appears  from  hence — that  Bishop  Butler  and  Bishop 
Conevbearc  may  bo  both  described  very  truly  as 
'  prccep/ores  rede  vim?idi  gravissimi,'  and  yet  neither 
of  them  wore  eminent  for  purity,  elegance,  or  strength 
of  language.      If  therefore  no  character  at  all 
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H|^ven  of  Johnson  as  a  poet  (which  I  think  aeema 
.rather  to  be  your  wish),  and  the  other  words  do  not 
necessarily  imply   an  eulogium  on  him  as   a  prose 
writer,  will   not  his  admirers,   which   are   all    the 
judicious  part  of  mankind,  have  some  reason  to  con- 
sider the  inscription,  however  masterly  in  many  other 
.    respects,  as  an  imperfect  delineation  of  him  ? 
H     "  I  may   add    also,  that   the   nniversality   of  his 
H|tDowledge,  the  promptness  of  his  mind  in  producing 
Hit  on  all  occasions  in  conversation,  and  the   vivid 
Hrioquenco  with  which  he  clothed  his  thoughts  how- 
ever   suddenly    called    upon,    formetl  in    my  appre- 
hension, as  I  formerly  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
to  you,  a  very  distinguished  part  of  the  character  of 
his  genius,  and  placed  him  on  higher  ground  than, 
perhaps,  any  other  quality  that  can  be  named.     This 
has  been  wholly  omitted,  on  grounds  which  I  by  no 
means  wish  to  controvert ;  but  at  the  same  time,  it 
surely  may  be  properly  urged  as  a  circumstance  that 
entitles   us,  his   ardent  admirers,  to  hope  that  his 
character  as  a  poet  may  not  also  be  omitted ;    and 
1  therefore  only  mention   it   as   an   auxiliary  argu- 
ment to  induce  you  to  be  a  little  more  liberal  to  us 
in  that  part  of  the  inscription  concerning  which  we 
diHer. 

'*  Thus,  dear  Sir,  I  have,  as  shortly  as  I  could, 

though  I  fear  very  imperfectly,  stated  our  sentiments 

on  this  subject.     An  amicable  discussion  of  this  kind 

-does  not  stand  in  need  of  any  apology,  and  therefore 

ll  shall  not  take  up  your  time  in  making  any. 

"  Poor  Mr.    Boswell    died    on  Tuesday   morning, 
ter  an  illness  of  five  weeks.     Just  before  he  fell  ill 
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he  had  prepared  a  very  ciril  answer  to  your  letter  in 
the  last  Gentleman's  Mfigazinf." 

This  clever  and  indeed  unanswerable  appeal,  unlike 
the  round-robin  to  Johnson  himself  on  a  similar  occa- 
sion, overcame  the  self-will  of  the  author.  He  pave 
way  with  a  tolerably  good  grace ;  and  Malone  in  July 
following  thus  expresses  the  satisfaction  arising  from 
the  alteration : — 

"  I  did  not  trouble  you  with  a  letter  merely  to  say 
that  Sir  William  Scott  and  I  am  much  pleased  with 
your  alteration  of  the  epitaph,  and  neitlier  of  us 
thought  the  new  words  at  all  too  honied.  The  Greek 
line  is  most  happily  changed,  and  may  set  all  cavil  at 
defiance." 

This  accomplished  for  the  dead,  another  difficulty 
remained  as  to  the  living,  of  which  Malone  writing  to 
Dr.  Parr,  may  still  be  the  historian. 

"  The  inscription  has  been  in  Mr.  Bacon's  hands 
for  some  weeks  past,  and  I  did  not  think  you  would 
have  had  any  more  trouble  with  it ;  hut  in  that  part 
which  relates  particularly  to  himself,  he  wishes  not  to 
be  shorn  of  his  Academical  honours,  and  that  pos- 
terity should  know  he  was  entitled  to  annex  R.A.  to 
his  name.  You  will  be  so  good  therefore,  as  to 
Latinize  this  for  him,  and  to  say  how  it  shall  stand. 
The  words  arc  at  present,  Faciebat  Johannes  Bacon 
Sculptor  Ann.  Christ,  m.dcc.lxxxxv." 

The  poor  sculptor  plea«lcd  for  retention  of  the  Aca- 
demic honours  of  art  in  vain.  The  magnate  of  Greek 
and  Latin  declined  compliance ;  and  Malone  curtly 
communicates  the  reception  of  the  denial.  "  I  have 
called  on  Mr.  Bacon,  and  he   very  reluctantly  has 
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^Kagreed  to  omit  any  notice  of  his  being  a  Royal  Acatlc- 

^Vmician." 

H      In  the  summer  (1/95),  desirous  of  subduing  un- 

■  pleasant  recollections,  be  visited  Oxford.  The  aim 
was  to  do  for  John  Aubrey,  the  antiquary,  what  he 
also  intended  forDryden  and  Pope — that  is  to  tell  all 
that  could  be  gleaned  new  of  tbeir  lives  and  works. 

^To  the  superstitions  of  that  laborious  writer — the 
pparitions,  voices,  omens,  dreams,  and  other  super- 
natural faucies,  be  paid  no  more  attention  than  sen- 
sible meu  of  the  present  day  do  to  table-turning  and 
spirit-rapping.  But  ho  had  great  respect,  as  other 
eminent  men  had,  for  his  facts — for  those  obvious 
and  unmistakeable  things  which  impress  the  eyes  and 

tears  and  memory — not  such  as  spring  from  heated 
imaginations. 

In  the  History  of  the  Stage  (p.  166,  Kd.  1790;)  he 
speaks  of  his  works,  printed  and  manuscript,  with 

•great  respect.    Many  of  the  latter  being  biographical, 
told  of  men  who,  when  he  wrote,  had  then  but  just 
quitted  the  world,  and  of  whom  the  information  being 
recent,  was  probably  authentic.    These  he  considered 
might  be  edited  with  advantage,  illustrated  by  his 
own  researches.     To  Lord  Charlcmont  he  writes: — 
"  Of  the  whole  of  Aubrey's  biographical  collections 
deposited  in  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  I  made  a  tran- 
B  script  last  summer,  which  will  be  hereafter  laid  be- 
H  fore  the  public.'*     To  this  project  allusion  is  again 
made  in  the  Life  of  Dryden,*    By  letters  which  I 


"  Mr.  Aubrey,  who  wm  aaiuainted  with  Dryden,  informs  us  in  hin 

■-  ofMillon  (which,  together  with  his  other  curious  Kcounts  of  Bnglitih 

niters,  1  hope  speedily  to  give  the  public),  that  our  author  CDrydcn), 
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have  seen,  some  jealouar  arose  among  certain  literati, 
as  if  other  transcribers  of  the  same  papers  were  to  be 
excluded ;  but  this  idea  bad  no  sufficient  foondation. 
The  design  as  we  know  never  took  effect.  In  one  of 
Thorpe's  catalogues  a  MS.  volume  on  this  subject, 
said  to  be  his,  was  priced  at  twelve  guineas.  In  the 
catalogue  of  tbe  younger  Boswell's  books,  two  lots  are 
transcripts  from  Aubrey,  which  doubtless  came  from 
the  same  pen. 

At  this  moment  a  subject  fitted  beyond  all  others 
to  exercise  the  discriminative  powers  in  which  he 
excelled,  came  before  the  public  in  the  alleged  dis- 
covery of  Shakspcare  Papers  by  the  Irelands,  father 
and  son.  The  fraud  was  sufficiently  daring;  tbe 
skill  employed  quite  enough  to  impose  upon  ordi- 
nary persons ;  and  it  was  carried  on  with  unusual 
eflronter}-.  But  with  a  judge  in  the  way  so  scruti- 
nizing as  Malone,  the  moment  could  scarcely  be 
considered  favourable  for  success  in  such  a  deception. 
No  colourable  guarantee  could  or  would  be  ^vcn 
of  authenticity.  Of  the  internal  evidence  ho  was 
perhaps  the  most  complete  master  then  living,  having 
spent  much  of  a  life  in  the  study  of  all  the  essen- 
tial points  bearing  upon  the  question  of  ancient 
Enghsh  composition.  Examined  by  these  lights, 
added  to  the  suspicious  and  strict  secrecy  preserved 
as  to  the  supposed  original  possession,  he  soon  pro- 
nounced the  papers  to  be  forgeries. 

To  Lord  Charleraont,  his  usual  depositary  of  lite- 

before  he  wroti'  this  drama  A'/(tfe  of  Innocence,  waited  on  the  blind  bard, 
Rnd  asLed  his  penniBiDn  to  put  lii«  great  poem  into  rhyme.  'Af,*  Rsiil 
Milton, '  you  may  tog  my  verses  if  ygu  will.'  " 
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rary  intelligence,  the  fact  was  early  communicated. 
His  lordship  thus  adverts  to  it,  July  1793  : — 

■  I  have  seen  in  the  papers,  whichj  by  the  way,  my  eyes  will 
plcarcely  permit  me  to  read,  some  accoimt  of  the  wonderM 
'  Bhokspearian  discoveries.  And  even  before  your  argument 
convinced  me  of  the  forgery,  I  gave  very  little  credit  to  it 
It  promised  too  much  to  keep  its  word ;  and  I  am  only  sorry 
that  Ml'.  Steevens  ia  not  proprietor  of  tlie  manuscripts.  The 
mes  you  transcribe  an  part  of  one  of  the  sonnets  would  alone 
e  sufficient  to  prove  the  absurdity  of  the  forgei-. 

Literary  imposture  occasionally  finds  a  ready  ear 
1  our  country.  Whenever  a  good  excuse  offers,  we 
tro  willing  to  add  to  the  fame  of  a  popular  idol,  and 
pn  the  first  moments  of  enthusiasm  at  a  new  dis- 
covery are  prone  to  indulge  rather  our  partiality  than 
judgment.  So  it  proved  with  many  in  respect  to 
these  documents.  Every  one  was  interested  in  them 
because  Shakspeare  was  every  one's  author.  But  the 
gradual  increase  of  successive  "  discoveries "  led  from 
surprise  to  suspicion ;  and  although  antiquaries  of 
name  avowed  their  belief,  while  others  continued  in 
doubt,  the  great  body  of  professed  commentators, — 
Maloae,  Reed,  Farmer,  Ritson,  Lord  Orford,  Bishop 
of  Dromore,  Bishop  of  Salisbury  (detector  of  Lander's 
forgery), — and  many  more  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  the  day,  deemed  them  spurious. 

Malone,  as  best  fitted  for  the  work,  was  persuaded 
to  take  the  lead  in  disabusing  the  credulous.  A  few 
inquiries  moderate  in  tone  in  the  magazines,  brought 
forth  angry  replies,  sneers,  and  abuse.  At  length, 
r  in  1 796,  the  publication  of  a  two-guinea  folio  of 

a  Papers,  the  advanced  guard  of  two  more  at  the 


same  price,  threatened  such  an  attack  on  the  good 
sense  and  purses  of  the  people,  that  he  deemed  it  due 
to  them  and  himself  to  take  the  field  in  form,  and 
destroy  the  fabrication  for  ever. 

The  mode  chosen  was  that  of  a  letter  to  Lord 
Charlemont — An  Inqu'tri/  hito  the  Authenticiixf  of 
Certain  Papers  attributed  to  Shakspearc.  But  the 
letter  grew  to  a  hook  of  more  than  four  hundred 
pages.  From  the  almost  inexhaustihle  stores  of  the 
writer  he  proves  from  "  orthography,  phraseologj, 
dates  given,  or  deducible  by  inference,  and  dissimili- 
tude of  handwriting,  that  not  a  single  paper  or  deed 
in  this  extraordinary  volume  was  written  or  executed 
by  the  person  to  whom  it  was  ascribed." 

Nothing  can  be  more  complete  than  the  expo- 
sure. Not  a  point  ia  neglected,  not  one  remains 
doubtful ;  while  many  are  suggested  and  solved  which 
were  new  to  those  unaccustomed  to  such  studies,  and 
wluch  may  be  brought  into  play  should  a  similar 
cheat  be  ever  attempted  again.  Not  the  least  con- 
clusive testimony  was  that  of  Steevens,  whose  can- 
dour overpowered  former  feelings  of  alienation  or 
rivaky  ;  "  Mr.  Steevens  presents  his  best  compli-  , 
ments  to  Mr.  Malonc,  and  most  sincerely  thanks  him 
for  his  very  elegant  present,  which  exhibits  one  of 
the  most  decisive  pieces  of  criticism  that  was  ever 
produced." 

In  the  meantime  Voriigemy  one  of  the  spurious 
family,  was  accepted  at  Drury  Lane,  with  a  prologue 
from  Sir  James  B.  Burgess.  Pyc,  the  Poet  Laureate^ 
also  a  believer  for  a  time,  had  written  one,  hut  was 
just  in  time  to  withdraw  it.     Merry  wrote  the  epi- 
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logue,  and  Mrs.  Jordan  spoke  it.  Three  hundred 
pounds  were  given  by  the  managers  for  the  right  of 
representation.  But  Malone's  book  came  out  at  tho 
moment,  and  being  likely  to  mar  its  success,  Ireland 
issued  a  hand-bill  attacking  his  opponent,  and  be- 
speaking the  candour  of  a  British  audience.*  Assailed 
at  length  by  general  discredit  from  the  researches  of 
the  Critic  as  well  as  public  taste,  persistence  in  the 
fraud  ceased.  Its  perpetrator,  young  Ireland,  gave 
lihe  story  of  forgery  in  detail,  confessing  all  the 
l&bricationa  to  be  his  own,  and  begun  at  the  age  of 
nineteen. 

It  is  often  amusing  to  see  how  little  grateful  are 
dupes  to  those  who  undeceive  them.  So  it  was  with 
these  papers.  When  critical  proof  and  open  confes- 
sion of  the  forger  no  lunger  left  a  peg  to  hang  a  douht 
upon,  pamphlets  came  forth  little  complimentary  to 
the  detector  of  the  fraud.  Chalmers  favoured  the 
public  with  an  Apologijfor  the  Believers  in  the  Sliak- 
speare  Papers.  And  Caldecott,  under  the  name  of 
Samuel  Ireland,   father   of  tlie   perpetrator  of  the 

(offence,  with  An  Investigation  of  Mr.  Malone's 
claims  to  the  character  of  a  Scholar  or  Critic  {  being 
on  JSxamination  of  his  Inquiry  into  the  Authenticity 
of  the  Shakspeare  MSS.  Two  or  three  others  had 
•  "  Vortigem.  A  malevolent  and  impotent  attack  on  the  Shakspeare 
USS.  hiiving  appeared  on  the  eve  of  the  represenlatlon  of  the  piny  of 
Vorb'gem,  evidently  intended  to  injure  the  interest  of  the  proprietor  of 
the  MSS.,  Mr.  Ireland  feels  it  imp09sibl«  ^rithia  the  ahort  ipace  of  time 
that  jnterrcnes  bctucen  the  publishing  and  the  reprcBcntalioa  1o  pro- 
duce Etn  answer  lo  the  moat  unfounded  and  illihcrol  assertions  in  Mr. 
Mklone't  Inquiry.  He  is  therefore  induced  to  request  that  the  pity 
of  Vortigern  may  he  heard  with  that  candour  that  has  ever  dislinguiahed 
a  British  audience." 


I 
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preceded  or  followed  tliem ;  and  then  this  groat  "  dis- 
covery" passed  silently  to  deserved  oblivion. 

An  impression  prevailed  that  these  forgeries  had 
been  long  contemplated,  lu  1/85,  a  rumour  cir- 
culated among  literary  men  that  in  an  attorney's 
office  in  Warwickshire,  wills  had  been  found  of  the 
Shakspeare  family,  throwing  new  lights  upon  its  his- 
tory. Such  a  report  drew  many  inquirers.  Malone 
wrote  privately  (April  7?)  to  Mr.  Nichols  of  the 
Oentlernans  Magazine  for  inlbrmation,  who  how- 
ever could  furnish  little  more  than  that  some  details 
had  transpired  through  Mr.  Samuel  Ireland,  in 
JUustraiions  of  the  Avon.  The  story  then  died 
silently  away. 

Now  that  it  suffered  violent  death,  he  amused  him- 
self as  chief  executioner,  by  collecting  all  pamphlets 
and  papers  written  on  cither  side  into  volumes,  which 
passed  under  the  auctioneer's  hammer  at  his  sale  in 
1818. 

On  the  first  appearance  of  his  book,  a  copy  was  sent 
to  Burke,  who  thus  replies  : — 

Ml  DEAR  Si«, — Your  letter  is  dated  the  first  of  tlie  monUi, 
but  I  dill  not  recoivo  it  with  the  welcome  and  raurt  acceptable 
present  that  came  along  with  it,  till  late  in  the  evening  of 
yesterday.  However,  I  could  not  postpone  the  satisfaction 
offered  to  nie  by  your  partiality  and  yoodness.  I  got  to  the 
seventy-third  page  before  I  went  to  sleep,  to  which  what  I 
read  did  not  greatly  contribute. 

I  do  not  know  that  for  several  yeai-s  I  longed  bo  much  for 
any  literary  object  as  for  tbo  appearance  of  this  work.  Fat 
from  having  my  expectations  disappointed,  I  may  say  witli 
great  sincerity  that  thoy  have  been  infinitely  exceeded.  The 
spirit  of  tbiit  sort  of  criticism  by  whicli  falao  {iretence  and 
imposture  arc  detected,  was  grown  very  rare  in  tliis  century. 
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Ton  have  rcTivcd  it  witli  great  advantage.  Besides  doing 
everj-thing  wliicli  the  vindication  of  the  first  genius,  perhaps 
in  the  world,  required  from  the  hand  of  hioi  who  studied  hini 
the  most,  and  illustrated  hiui  tlie  best ;  you  have  in  the  most 
natural,  happy,  and  plcnsing  manner,  and  as  if  you  were 
drawn  intt^it  by  your  subject,  given  us  a  very  interesting  his- 
tory of  our  language  during  that  important  period  in  which, 
after  being  refined  by  Chaucer,  it  fell  into  the  rudeness  of 
civil  confusion,  and  then  continued  in  a  pretty  even  progress 
to  the  state  of  correctneas,  strength,  and  elegance,  in  which 
we  see  it  in  your  writings. 

Yoni-  note,  ui  which  for  tlio  fii'st  time  you  leave  the  cha- 
racter of  the  autiquar}',  to  be,  I  am  afraid,  but  too  right  in 
that  of  a  propliet,  has  not  escaped  me.  Joimson  used  to  say 
he  loved  a  good  hater.  Your  adnuration  of  ShakB[>eare  would 
be  ill  sorted,  uideed,  if  your  taste  (to  talk  of  uotlung  else)  did 
not  lead  you  to  a  perfect  abhorrence  of  the  French  revolution 
and  all  its  works.  Once  more  thank  you  most  heartily  for 
the  great  entertainment  you  have  given  me  as  a  critick,  as  an 
antiquary,  a  pbilulogbt,  and  as  a  politician.  I  shall  finish  the 
book  I  tiiink  to-day. 

This  will  lit;  delivered  to  you  by  a  young  kinsman  of  mine, 
of  Exett^r  College,  in  Oxford.  I  think  him  a  promising 
young  man,  very  well  qualified  to  bo  an  admirer  of  yours, 
and  1  hope,  to  merit  your  notice,  of  which  he  is  very  ambi- 
tions. I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  with  true  respect 
and  affection,  your  most  faithful  and  very  much  obliged  and 
hmnble  servant, 

EouintD  BUBEB. 

BeacomfieM,  April  8,  179G. 

Lord  Cbarlcmont  wTltes  a  long  letter  in  August ; 
regrets  having  ordered  "  Ireland's  magnificent  and 
ostentatious  deceit  ;"  thanks  him  for  literary  pur- 
chases ;  asks  whether  a  Liverpool  trader  be  a  suffi- 
ciently safe  conveyance  for  his  ti-easiu-es  to  Dublin; 
aiid  refers  to  his  correspondent's  literary  employments 
and  those  of  some  of  their  mutual  friends. 
02 
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I  rejoice  to  hear  you  have  so  many  tilings  on  the  aaTil ; 
every  one  of  them  is  a  resource  agiiiiist  etmwi — of  all  human 
maladies  the  worst,  since  all  other  diseases  affi^ct  tlie  mind 
through  the  body,  while  this  pest  of  our  itatiu^  seems  to 
originate  in  tho  soul.  Yonr  Life  of  Sliahpeare  will,  I  am 
confident,  be  curious,  and,  as  that  more  immediately  belongs 
to  yon,  I  tlilnk  you  ai-c  in  the  right  to  give  it  tho  preference 
of  (to)  Aubrey.  I  know  nothing  of  particulars,  but  am  really 
impatient  for  DryderCg  Prose,  as  I  re;jard  his  style  as  one  of 
the  first  in  onr  language,  and  wish  that  it  were  more  read 
and  imitated  than  it  has  been. 

As  to  my  dear  Sir  Joshua's  works,  I  more  than  long  for 
them,  not  only  on  account  of  their  intrinsic  merit,  but  because 
I  was  and  am,  in  spite  of  fate,  his  friend. 

Poor  Burke !  I  never,  indeed,  expected  that  he  would  get 
the  better  of  his  loss,*  and  am  happy  to  find  that,  at  times, 
he  can  forget  it.  Tliere  was  a  man  whose  spirit  seemed  to  be 
almost  independent  of  body,  though  even  he  is  weighed  down 
by  bodily  infirmities.  Yet  hia  muid,  too,  must  sufier  greatly 
from  the  present  torrent  of  French  success ;  and  I  hear  that 
liis  Reijidde  Peace  is  suppressed,  since  no  publication  could 
assuredly  be  worse  timed. t 

Tlie  death  of  Lord  Orford,  which,  from  your  account,  I 
cannot  but  fear,  will  greatly  grieve  me.  As  an  old  and  kind 
friend,  I  shall  most  aincorely  lament  him.  As  a  literary 
character,  I  must  deplore  a  loss  to  the  world  which  will  bo 
scarcely  retrievable,  since  such  a  union  of  the  scholar  and 
the  gentleman  will  with  difficulty  be  found. 

Why  must  Lord  Macartney,  spite  of  ill  hcaltli  and  in- 
creasing years,  be  for  ever,  like  Coin,  sentenced  to  be  a 
wanderer,  after  all  Ids  peregrinations  of  Kurojie,  Asia,  and 
America  ?  Why  must  he  be  condemned  to  leave  his  bones 
perhaps  in  Africa,  among  Hottentots? J     Indeed,  hia  English 

*  That  of  hia  son,  and  only  remwoing  cluld. 

t  TliU  proved  to  be  unfoimded.  Few  who  knew  fiarke  would  believe 
its  suppression  ;  but  his  lordship's  politics  were  Btrong  the  other  ynj. 

I  His  lordship,  who  roiugled  much  in  literary  and  fashionable  coterie*, 
and  to  whom  I  find  wveral  references  by  Moloae,  bad  been  recently 
appointed  Govemorof  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
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Krage  is,  in  my  opinion,   purchtiscd   dt-arly,      I  was  in 
s  that  bia  Chinese  work  would  have  been  published  long 


'  Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  hia  good  offices  m 

B  introduction  of  a  new  tragedy,  The  Conspiracy^ 

Drury  Lane,    were    again  sought    by  his   friend 

Jephson.     It  was    taken  from    Metastasio,  and  ran 

only  three  nights.     Of  other  details  Malone  must  bo 

^.tbe  historian. 

^b    "  On  this  story,  from  Clemenza  di  Tifo,  Mr.  Jeph- 

^■00  produced  a  tragedy.     It  was  performed  twice  (an 

^■HTor,  thrice)  at  the  theatre  in  Drury  Lane,  in  1796, 

^bod  then  laid  aside.     The  proprietors  of  the  theatre 

having   determined   that  authors   should    no   longer 

have  their  third  nights,  but  the  nintli  part  of  300/. 

for  each  night  of  performance,  Sir.  Jephson  was  en- 

to  66/.    13*.,  for  which   Mr.  Sheridan,  after 

leated  delays,  gave  his  draft;  on  hia  banker,  which 

I  never  paid  ;  being  the  '  New  way  of  paying  old 

lehts '  adopted  in  that  theatre  since  he  became  pos- 

sssed  of  it." 

Occasionally,  Lord  Orford  and  Malone  continued 

former    meetings ;    for    who    could    resist  bo 

attractive    a   story-teller,    or    doubt   so    retentive   a 

iaemory  ?     At  seventy-nine,  ivith  much   bodily  in- 

,  two  months  before  death,  we  find  it  as  vivid 


"  January  3rd,  1 797-^ — ^Lord  Orford  told  me  that 
^e  had  seen  the  letter  of  Anne  Clifford,  Countess  of 
Dorset,  &c.,  which  he  had  inserted  in  the  Worlds 
nthout  mentioning  his  authority.    It  was  ahovra  to 
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liim  by  Mr.  West,  who  got  it  (not  very  honestly) 
from  the  second  Lord  Orford's  papers. 

"  The  old  Lady  Dacres  whom  he  has  mentioned 
as  having  conversed  with,  one  who  had  seen  the  old 
Countess  of  Desmond,  was  the  wife  of  Richard,  Lord 

Dacres,  who  died  in .     She  was  his  second  wife, 

and  married  in  1624  ;  therefore,  probably  bom  about 
1600.  Her  daughter  was  married  to  a  Mr.  Chaloner, 
by  whom  she  had  a  son,  who  became  Speaker  in 
Eichard  Cromwell's  Parliament.  From  a  descendant 
of  this  Mr.  Chute  (sic)  Lord  Orford  derived  his 
information. 

"  It  was  at  his  instance  that  Lord  Corkc  published 
the  Memoirs  of  Cart/,  Earl  of  Moiimouih.  Lord 
Orford  read  them  once  in  MS.,  and  remembers  a 
passage  which  Lord  Corke  suppressed.  Gary  told 
that,  being  of  the  bed-chamber  to  King  Charles,  it 
waa  his  duty  to  light  him  upstairs ;  and  that  the 
king  having  returned  unexpectedly  one  night,  when 
either  Henry  Jcrmyn  or  Henry  Percy  was  with  the 
queen  (for  both  were  her  favourites),  Cary,  to  save 
her  majesty  from  being  caught,  dropped  the  candle 
out  of  his  hand  when  ascending  the  stairs,  so  as  to 
give  the  gallant  an  opportunity  of  getting  off. 

"  Lord  Hcrvcy  wrote  verj'  curious  memoirs  of  his 
own  time,  which  arc  yet  extant  in  the  hands  of 
General  Hervey,  he  believes.  Lord  Lansdown  pos- 
sessed them  for  two  years ;  and,  therefore,  probablv 
had  the  MS.  transcribed.* 

"  Of  the  Manjuis  of  Halifax's  curious   memoirs 


*  Fubliihed  in  1 848 1  and  ftflbrd  ouiious  revelatiooa  of  the 
1^  of  the  time. 


^H    there  1 
■     Nottin 
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there  were  two  copies.  One  was  destroyed  by  Lord 
Nottingham,  the  other  remained  long  in  the  hands 
of  Lady  Burlington ;  but  Pope,  finding  that  in 
several  places  the  Papists  of  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
and  James,  were  represented  in  an  unfavourable 
light,  prevailed  upon  her  to  burn  them." 

The  conclusion  of  the  Ireland  forgery  left  him  free 
to  pursue  the  more  grateful  employment  of  collecting 
and  editing  the  works  of  his  dear  friend  Reynolds. 
This  had  been  early  dosigTied,  sanctioned  by  the 
approval  of  Burke,  as  the  most  appropriate  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  the  departed.  He  had  been  two  years 
employed  also  upon  an  enlarged  and  revised  history 
of  the  stage — but  this  was  put  aside  for  a  time. 
Reynolds  commanded  more  immediate  attention ; 
and  his  eyes  found  relief  in  ceasing  to  decipher 
old  papers.  To  Lord  Charlemont  the  intention 
as  usual  had  been  communicated,  who  thus  replies, 
November  1794:  —  "I  am  glad  to  find  that  our 
cver-to-be-lamented  Sir  Joshua's  works  are  in  such 
forwardness.  1  have  read  his  Jounieif  to  Flanders 
which  he  lent  me  in  MS.,  and  like  it  extremely.  It 
is  the  best  voyage  piHoresque  now  extant." 

The  work  appeared  in  the  spring  of  1797-  No 
methodical  or  extended  biography  was  attempted.  A 
plain,  unpretending  outline  gives  us  the  main  facts 
of  his  career,  followed  by  the  Discourses,  Idlers,  a 
Journeif  to  Flanders  and  Holland,  Notes  upon  Du 
Fremoy's  Art  of  Painting.  These  were  Ins  own. 
But  with  them  are  printed,  aa  Mason  did  in  17^3 
at  York  in  order  to  completo  the  basis  for  Reynolds's 
notoB— Mason's  translation  v{  Du  Fresnoy,  Dryden's 


preface  to  it,  Pope's  Epistle  to  Jervas  on  tlic  same, 
Du  Fiesaoy's  Account  of  Certain  Painters;  Chrotio- 
logical  and  Alphabetical  List  of  Painters. 

In  a  pretty  long  letter  from  Bath  written  in  May 
under  severe  illness,  Burke  gives  Malone  all  credit 
for  his  labours  and  discriminative  remarks.  But, 
alas  I  the  writer  himself,  while  exciting  the  sympathy 
of  his  fellow-mourner  for  one  whom  they  so  much 
loved,  was  soon  called  by  death  to  mingle  with  those 
for  whom  that  fcllow-moumcr  was  left  also  to  lament. 
An  affecting  incident,  characteristic  of  the  warm 
affections  of  this  great  man,  is  mentioned  on  this 
occasion  by  Malone.  In  writing  to  the  latter  about 
Keynolds,  although  so  many  years  had  elapsed  since 
his  death,  Burke  had  blotted  the  paper  with  his  tears. 
lie  had  just  returned  from  Bath  to  Beaconsfield  to 
die. 

Lady  Inchiquin  wrote  to  Malone  soon  afterwards 
of  their  mutual  friend  :  *'  Alas  !  my  dear  sir,  I  can 
give  you  but  a  heart-breaking  account  of  our  poor 
friend  Mr.  Burke.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting  the 
return  of  a  messenger,  who  we  have  every  reason  to 
fear  will  bring  tidings  of  his  death." 

Two  days  afterwards  he  received  the  follow- 
ing :— 

Sib, — It  is  with  the  deepest  affliction  I  am  to  communicate 
to  you  the  death  of  Mr.  Burke,  who  expired  last  night  at 
half-past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  long  and  nnahaken  friendship  wliich  had  subsbted 
between  you  and  him  renders  this  a  painful  communication; 
but  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  such  friendship. 

Ho  died  as  he  lived,  great  and  good.  His  mind  remained 
collected  and  cahn  to  the  last    Mrs.  Burke  exceeds  even  her 
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I  wonted  fortitude ;  and  in  this  trying  moment  displays  all  the 
pions  resignation  of  tlie  Christian. 
I  am.  Sir,  yoor  very  faithful  servant, 
Edu.  I^AOLS. 
Beaamsfield,  Smdm/,  dM  Julg,  1797. 


I 


Lord  Charlemont,  in  a  long  letter,  in  August,  thus 
notices  him  among  otlier  friends  in  a  mortuary  list 
sent  hy  Malone.  The  allusion  to  his  early  circum- 
stances must  of  course  be  taken,  as  no  doubt  is 
meant,  with  many  grains  of  allowance;  and  his  lord- 
ship's politics  speak  for  themselves.  He  occasionally 
flings  a  jocular  sarcasm  at  the  Tory  propensities  of 
his  correspondent;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
letter  good-humouredly  takes  him  to  task  on  the 
subject  at  length.  He  complains  also  of  the  state  of 
Ireland,  of  his  poverty,  of  the  poverty  of  those 
around  him  who  have  not  the  means  to  keep  up 
their  usual  mode  of  living.  Hence  he  begs  that 
Malone  will  suspend  his  literary  purchases  for  him 
for  the  present — "  To  which  abstinence  from  the 
favourite  food  of  my  mind,  you  may  be  assured  my 
poverty  and  not  my  will  consents." 

Your  list  of  deaths  is  indeed  a  sad  one — Poor  Burke  I  one 
of  my  oldest  and  best  aequaintances  and  friends !  I  knew 
him  intimately  long  before  ho  was  a  politician,  and  when 
without  a  crown  in  his  pocket  he  was  a  happy  man.  I  knew 
him  intimately  at  his  first  introduction  to  the  political  world, 
when  also  he  waa  as  happy  as  the  adoration  of  his  friends 
and  a  perfect  rectitude  of  conduct  could  make  him.  I  have 
also  known  him  intimately  when  he  was  not  quite  so  happy. 
Hia  heart  v/aa  excellent.  His  abilities  were  supernatural; 
and  a  deficiency  in  pmdence  and  political  wisdom  (!)  could 
alone  have  kept  him  witliin  the  rank  of  mortals. 

Lord  Orford,  to  whose  kindness  and  friendship  I  have 
iheen  early  and  long  obliged,  was    undoubtedly  the  most 
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pleasing  companion  I  ever  knew.     He  has  also,  I  fear,  made 
a  diasm  in  society  which  it  will  be  diffictilc  to  filL 

Mason,  I  thank  fate,  I  only  knew  by  his  writings,  which 
arc  alone  saffictent  to  ensnre  the  regret  of  any  man  who 
pretends  to  the  smallest  degree  of  note.  As  for  Dr.  War- 
ren, death  owed  him  a  grudge  for  the  numerous  victims 
rescued  &om  his  dart;  and  at  last  revenged  himself  by  that 
fatal  blow  on  the  stomach. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  Malono,  as  already 
hinted,  found  an  assailant  in  a  pamphlet  concerning 
the  papers  of  Aubrey  in  the  Ashmolean  Museum  at 
Oxford.  It  was  said  he  had  acquired  permission 
from  the  authorities  to  copy  them  to  the  exclusion  of 
a  Mr.  Caulficld,  although  their  transcription  had 
hoen  accomphshed  hy  him  before,  and  their  exterior 
expressly  marked — "  These  fragments  collected  and 
arranged  by  E.  M.  1/92."  But  the  charge  came 
from  a  portion  of  the  Ireland  party. 

Letters  from  various  correspondents  at  this  timo 
indicate  something  of  his  various  pursuits.  Jeremy 
Uentham  writes  to  know  whether  the  charter  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  for  the  foundation  of  Westminster 
School  can  he  seen  anywhere,  in  print  or  manuscript, 
without  formal  application  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter. 
The  no  less  celebrated  Joha  Wilkes  assures  him  that 
every  assistance  shall  be  rendered  to  his  "  curious 
researches  "  that  can  he  given  by  the  city  authorities, 
superiors,  and  subordinates.  Lord  Charlcmont  says 
he  has  picked  up  an  old  play  in  Dubhn,  which,  not 
being  in  any  of  the  collections  sent  him  from  London, 
he  presumes  to  ho  scarce : — A  Chaste  Muyd  in 
Cheapside,  by  Thomas  Mideltou,  Gent.,  1630.  A 
criUcism  follows    upon  liove  in  Ruins,   which  iB 
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founded  upon  the  same  storr  as  Lord  Orford'e  excel- 
lent tragedy,  who  however  declares  that  it  was  taken 
from  the  confeasion  of  one  of  Tillotson's  penitents; 
but  to  go  farther  back,  the  same  talc  appears  in  one 
of  the  Queen  of  Navarre's  novels.  He  will  not, 
however,  receive  anything  against  Lord  Orford'a 
originalit}'.  To  that  nobleman  the  Irish  peer,  as 
we  have  seen,  was  strongly  attached ;  again  notices 
his  death  as  a  loss  to  writers  of  literary  memorials 
of  his  time;  desires  liis  special  and  affectionate 
remembrance  to  him  in  many  letters  to  Malone ;  and 
amid  others  equally  strong,  thus  says  in  November 
1787: — "You  do  me  perfect  juaticc  in  supposing  that 
I  should  be  sorry  indeed  to  receive  Mr.  Walpole's 
book  at  the  price  you  mention.  My  most  truly  affec- 
tionate compliments  and  sincere  respects  to  that  most 
amiable  of  njen." 

His  lordship  also  shortly  before  Burke's  death 
had  written  to  Malone  in  alarm  at  tho  chance  of 
being  embroiled  in  politics  with  his  old  friend, 
though  by  no  fault  of  his  own.  An  injudicious 
Irish  politician  had  addressed  him  a  pamphlet,  in 
reply  to  one  of  the  letters  on  a  Regicide  Pence, 
intermingled  with  abuse  of  their  celebrated  writer. 
But  though  the  peer  found  fault  with  the  politics 
of  the  commoner,  no  attack  upon  liim  could  receive 
the  slightest  countenance.  Should  the  piece  become 
known,  Malone  was  to  deny,  in  his  lordship's  name, 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  its  production.  If  it 
escaped  notice,  let  it  remain  so ;  and  accordingly  it 
passed  at  once  unobserved  to  that  populous  yet  noise- 
less  region  into  which  Fame  declines  to  enter. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


Correspondence — A  Rapt  Poet — Excoraion  to  Brighton — Portrftit  by 
OrisB  Humphrey^State  of  Ireland — Earl  of  Clare — Tbe  Union — 
Proao  of  Drydcn — Letter  of  Lord  Hailcs — George  Canning  and  the 
Literary  Clab — A  Visitor  from  Stratford. 

Among  his  correspondents  at  this  time  on  various, 
though  unimportant  topics,  were  Bindley,  Cumber- 
land, Sir  George  Beaumont,  Lord  Harrington,  Duke 
of  Portland,  and  a  few  others.  Some  obscure  wTiters 
"  pressed  by  difficulties "  seek  subscriptions  for  their 
distress,  or  opinions  upon  tbrthcoraing  works.  Some 
have  "  high  opinions  of  your  learning,  your  worth, 
and  your  benevolent  nature,  which  have  been  enter- 
tained by  the  '  mighty  dead,"  and  by  many  of  the 
most  wise  and  virtuous  of  the  living."  One  is  from 
an  unfortunate  Navy  chaplain,  who  has  sold  off  every 
book  and  rag  he  possessed  for  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence ; — *'  I  have  no  resource,  sir,  for  bread  but 
in  Providence  and  my  pen.  I  possess  no  official  or 
other  stated  income.  I  am  old.  Neither  my  age, 
my  indigence,  nor  inclination  allow  of  a  return  to  a 
sea  life.  My  few  relations  of  fortune  are  far  as  India 
from  me.  My  only  alternative  is  to  beg  or  to  star\'e." 
I  extract  this  specimen  of  prosaic  misery  in  con- 
trast to  another  from  a  rapt  poet — flighty  as  the 
wildest  who  has  trodden  Parnassus — who  seeks  '*  an 
inheritance  on  the  Elysian  heights  " — "  an  asylum  in 
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ihe  arms  of  genius  " — "  while  others  are  mad  for  a 

few  ^i-eeds  of  fame  and  money  I"     We  hear  occasion- 

lally  of  the  erratic  and  unworldly  sons  of  song,  but 

I  the  specimen  given  below  is  worth  preserving  as  a 

ifiuriosity.* 

d  at  to  excuse  the  freedain  of  a  pen  tbut  springs  forward 
in  the  present  ajry  epocb,*  from  the  pinioa  which  never  cut  the  fantastic 
winds  of  fortune  or  of  fame ;  a  pen  guided  by  the  tingen  of  one  who 
hai  been  so  happy  as  to  enjoy  himself  Krenely  to  the  present  moment 
in  the  pleasing  circles  of  science  and  the  Muses,  careless  of  bmc  and 
the  Tolant  revolutionary  system  of  iatcrest — unknown  to  the  world 
individually. 

"I  could  not  have  ventured,  I  presume,  to  liave  taken  upon  me  the 
liberty  of  writing  to  you  under  any  other  idea  than  that  you  delighted 
in  the  beauteous  regions  and  temples  of  the  Muses,  wherein,  also,  I  love 
to  ramble.  And,  notwithstanding  it  was  with  much  reluctance  (fearM 
of  offending)  that  I  at  length  mustered  courage  enough  to  spring  for- 
ward in  laying  this  fragment  before  you.  Since  1  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  your  name  (which  I  esteem  reciprocally),  while  bang  kept 
back  by  the  potent  arm  of  timidity,  I  thought,  time  after  time,  of  sending 

I   yott  pieces,  some  written  in  rhyme,  others  in  blank  verse,  which  have 

Vnnce  (as  customary  with  most  of  my  writings)  been  obliterated  in  the 

^flames.    The  fire  is  the  general  repository  of  my  Muse. 

,  "  And  now,  wr,  since  I  have  BO  far  ventured  upon  your  leisure,  permit 
me  to  leave  the  piece,  of  which  you  have  only  a  jiart,  with  these  few 
encomiums,  to  battle  through,  and  briag  me  clear  from,  the  storms  and 
shouts  of  impropriety  in  so  doing. 

"  Sir,  this  (namely,  the  Thunderslorm^  containing  between  eight  and 
nine  hundred  lines)  I  have  lately  written  for  the  purpose  of  entertaining 
myself  thiongh  a  secluded  hour.  But,  after  pondering  over  my  jtapcr^ 
Tweeting  on  the  want  of  a  friendly  remark,  and  entertaining  an  opinion 
of  the  regard  which  perhaps  you  may  have  for  a  picture  of  this  cha- 
racter, I  extracted  for  you  the  firet  canto,  wishing  to  have  your  opinion 
thereon.  Meantime,  I  bcheve  I  have  written,  and  may  venture  to  recol- 
lect with  little  attention,  better  pieces,  both  in  rhyme  and  blank  verse ; 
thinking,  sir,  that  my  pen  is  capable  ef  altering  what  may  he  found 
deficient,— not,  surely,  that  1  ever  care  anything  for  the  press,  but  to 
entertain  a  friend  so  well  myself,  sometimes  with  a  view  reflected  from 
gloom,  from  the  dawn,  or  from  the  angry  plains  of  wars;  for  my  dehght 
is  in  the  epic  system. 

"  I  cannot  wander  into  a  commenting  region  of  redundance,  or  to  darken  1 1 
the  paper  with  a  cloud  of  words  does  not  become  mc.    But,  sir,  pen 


*  To  you  singularly ;  and  if  not  acceptable,  will  never  be  beard  of  more. 
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From  these  and  similar  taxatioDS  he  was  glad  to 

seek  refuge  at  the  soa-Bide  in  a  visit  to  his  co-executor 

Metcalfe.  •       Here   a    new    scene    opened   in   rank, 

nie  to  obseri'c  (after,  youug  as  I  am,  being  ia  many  parU  of  the  world, 
abroad  aiid  at  home.  In  most  kinds  of  weather,  and  knowing  welt  the  plains 
of  Salisbury)  that  there  is  nothing  represented  hut  what  may  be  within 
the  boundarieB  of  naUire.  That  1  think  it  necessary  for  you  to  trans- 
port yonr  eonl  into  the  very  bod;  of  a  scene,  unce  the  piece  is  entirely 
in  action,  in  order  to  Bee  and  eqjoy  cyery  objeet  in  its  true  colour  (for 
if  it  cannot  withstand  such,  it  will  be  nnworthyofme)  ;  that,  ailer  being 
brought  to  the  depth  of  the  scene  by  this  first  canto,  1  have  a  second  to 
introduce  yon  therefrom,  and  I  think  with  more  pleasing  and  change  of 
variety. 

"  In  the  second  cnato  arc  seen  the  clouds,  the  lightning-,  the  rain,  and 
the  wind  to  pass  away  by  degrees,  the  village  getting  lighter,  &c,  &c ; 
doiida,  in  patches,  lloating  in  the  heavens;  with  several  other  representa- 
tions, The  whole  ending  with  a  y  iew  of  Snuna,  dead,  hy  the  side  of  her 
weeping  lover,  and  the  plains,  &c..  &c.;  the  sun  shining,  and  the  clouds 
level,  rechned  on  the  horixon  ;  which  canto,  coutainiDg  about  five  huD> 
dred  lines,  remains  among  my  papers,  and  to  your  service. 

"Such lines,  sir,  have  dropped  almost  ^pontaneonsly  from  my  pen, and 
yon  have  them  nearly  as  they  ll'U.  But,  notwithstanding,  be  so  good,  if 
such  be  entertaining  to  yon,  as  not  to  eicuse  hut  point  nie  my  errors 
and  imperfections;  for  I  can  freely  submit  to  your  advice,  and  calmly 
guide  my  pen  amidst  cither  censure  or  praise.  Criticism  is  an  ornament 
worthy  of  a  bosom. 

"The  following  section,  sir.  I  will  extract  for  you  immediately  on  re- 
ceiving A  few  lines  irom  you  by  post  or  otherwise ;  tending  to  entertain 
you  in  the  vacant  time — a  piece  entirely  novel,  written  in  rhyme,  which 
likely  you  will  be  more  partial  to.  Otherwise,  if  not  agreeable,  I  will 
call  and  recdve,  begging  pardon  for  the  liberty  taken. 

"  And  now,  after  stretching  out  my  hand  to  prefent  you  this  eztnirt, 
Z  once  more  return  to  the  fields  and  society  of  the  Muses,  while  others 
ore  mad  with  a  few  weeds  of  fame  and  money.  An  inheritance  on  the 
Elytrian  heights,  the  fluids  of  Nature,  with  an  asylum  ia  the  arms  of 
Geniu^  is  the  only  desire  and  wish  of, 

Sir. 
Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant 
"  At  Mr.  KmdricKt,  (while  to  you  and  nil  a  stranger), 

LitUe  Beak  Street,  .Tons  Phelps  Tucieb." 

Cold  Bath  Square, 
No.  6, 1,  1797. 

•  Little  of  this  gentleman  appears  to  have  been  recorded,  excepting 
that  he  valued  and  sought  the  b«sl  literary  society,  and  kept — one  of 
its  pleasant  accompanimcnts—a  gctod  table.  lie  vrae  in  the  ilouHC  of 
Commons  wveral  yeftrs;  his  name  sppean  in  the  round  tolun  attached 
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gaiety,  and  female  socioty.  But  there  was  nothing 
to  win  "  a  prepossessed  mind."  The  letter  is  to  his 
favourite  sister  Catherine,  October,  1 797 ; — 

"  My  excursion  to  Brighton  was  quite  an  im- 
promptu. I  stayed  there  three  weeks,  and  had  seven- 
teen dips  in  a  good  sea  bath,  which  is  a  hundred 
times  better  than  the  open  sea  on  that  coast.  The 
mornings  went  off  quick  enough — the  evenings  rather 
tedious,  as  for  want  of  my  (illegible)  candles  I  could 
not  venture  to  read.  Metcalfe  generally  wont  to 
Lady  Jersey's  to  whist — Mrs.  Stratford  and  Lady 
Heron  her  only  companions — and  sometimes  to  the 
play,  wliitlier  I  accompanied  him  two  or  three  times 
for  want  of  something  to  do. 

"  We  dined  one  day  at  Sir  Godfrey  Webster's, 
who  is  not  a  bit  depressed  by  the  loss  of  his  wife.* 
.  .  .  .  We  had  some  fine  folks  there — the  Duke 
of  Beaufort  and  his  son,  the  Marquis  of  Worcester, 
who  is  married  to  a  verj'  pleasing  woman,  daughter 
of  Lord  Gower,  and  sister  to  her  you  met  at  Chel- 
tenham.     There  were    also   Lord   Lucan  and    his 

daughter,  Lady  Anne Her  sister,  Lady 

Spencer,  is  an  agreeable  woman ;  very  different  in 
manners. 

"  I  dined  one  day  with  the  Prince  of  Wales  (not 
at  his  own  house)  and  had  a  great  deal  of  talk  with 
him.     But  this  is  an  old  storj,  as  you  have  probably 


to  the  epitaph  on  Goldsntitli.  lie  gave  Dr.  Johnson  the  occaa'onal  use 
of  his  curisgc,  and  on  one  occasion  took  him  in  it  on  an  excursion 
through  the  county  of  Sussex,    llis  being,  with  Burke  and  Malonc,  ea 

leutoT  of  Kcynoidtt,  speaks  mfficicntly  for  the  respect  entertained  for 
bia  character- 

*  Ailerwards  Lad;  Holland. 
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heard  it  all  from  D.  (Lord  Sunderlin.)  His  simple 
object  is  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  aud  as  Pitt  will 
not  do  that  he  has  thrown  himself  upon  Fox.  .  .  . 
Yet  the  latter  and  his  party  are  not  very  billing  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  him.  He  retailed  all  the 
common  cant  about  the  grievances  of  the  Irish 
Catholics  with  sufficient  dexterity  and  address.  But 
I  did  not  let  them  pass,  and  fairly  told  him  that  they 
were  merely  imaginary,  and  that  their  people  were 
worked  up  into  discontent  and  clamour  about  griev- 
ances by  wicked  and  artful  men  for  factious  purposes. 
I  shall  be,  therefore,  certainly  no  favourite  at  Carl- 
ton House. 

"  I  was  two  or  three  times  at  the  rooms,  but  I  can 
scarcely  see  anything  in  large  lighted  apartments.  It 
is  surprising  how  little  beauty  or  attraction  there  is  in 
the  world,  at  least  to  a  prepossessed  mind.  I  dined 
with  three  or  four  private  families,  friends  of  Metcalfe, 
where  there  were  ladies — at  Lord  Lucan's,  &c.  &c. 
(Several  parties  of  female  acquaintance  are  here  men- 
tioned. )  And  yet  among  all  these  various  groups  I 
did  not  see  a  single  woman,  gentle  or  simple,  but 
Lady  Worcester,  that  appeared  to  me  to  have  the 
smallest  attraction.  How  therefore  should  I  ever 
get  a  wife  ?  Or  what  ground  have  I  to  expect  after 
all  that  has  happened  that  any  but  a  mere  dowdy  will 
accept  my  hand  ?  Yet  I  still  keep  on  hoping  that 
something  may  happen — and  unless  it  does,  the  new 
peerage  will  be  quite  thrown  away."* 

•  His  brother,  who  had  no  children,  had  received  in  1797  4  new 
patent  as  Baron  Sunderliii  uf  Baronaton,  "  wild  remainder  to  bis  brother, 
Kdmond  Malone,  Kiq.,  of  Shinglas." 
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To  a  sisterly  caution  on  avoiding  increase  of  debts, 
he  enters  into  a  full  detail  of  pecuniary  circumstances 
and  resources,  by  which  it  appears  he  was  by  no  means 
incautious.  "  When  this  mortgage  is  got  rid  of  I 
shall  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year  richer, 
and  then  my  first  operation  shall  be  to  diminish  the 
sad  arrear  I  owe  you.  Afterwards,  in  case  of  peace, 
I  think  I  can  so  manage  the  Cavan  estate  as  to  pay 
all  my  debts,  and  have  a  clear  income  of  from  nine 
hundred  to  one  thousand  pounds  a  year." 

How  he  became  introduced  to  the  Prince  does  not 
appear — perhaps  through  Admiral  Payne,  whose 
brother,  a  general  oflBccr,  was  an  occasional  visitor 
at  Lord  Sunderlin's  seat  in  Ireland.  The  admiral 
figured  a  good  deal  in  Brighton  and  Pail  Mall ;  and 
few  accustomed  to  stroll  for  amusement  past  Dighton's 
shop  i-.t  Charing  Cross,  more  than  half  a  century  ago, 

but  will  remember  one  of  his  sketches  :  "  Jack  P , 

the  little  Admiral;  taken  on  the  Steyne,  at  Brighton." 
A  reply  of  his  to  a  visitor  at  Carlton  House  is  still 
remembered.  "  I  believe,  sir,"  said  the  inquirer, 
"  you  were  bred  to  the  sea  ?  "  "  No,  sir  ;  the  sea  was 
bread  to  me,  and  d — d  hard  broad  it  has  been  ! " 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  then  his  host,  writes  from  Brighton 
to  him  in  Ireland,  two  or  three  years  later;  "Jack 
Payne,  for  so  the  admiral  is  always  called,  is  here 
with  the  Prince,  and  he  was  pleased  with  the  good 
account  you  give  of  his  brother,  who  I  have  always 
heard  is  an  excellent  cavalry  otficer."     .... 

"  The  Prince  and  Mrs.  F.  have  been  here  all  the 
season.  He  is  making  great  alterations.  .  .  The 
place  is  full,  but  not  of  the  best  company,  for  various 


reasons ;  and  the  balls  and  rooms  badly  attended, 
though  thei/  go  to  grace  them.  Your  old  friend  Mr. 
(or  Mrs.)  Spencer'  is  here  ;  so  is  Baron  Graham  and 
his  lady  ;  but  he  has  lost  all  taste  for  society." 

Another  long  letter  from  Lord  Charlemont  (Octo- 
ber, 1797)  greets  him  at  Brighton,  in  which  the 
present  of  a  portrait  from  a  grateful  painter  to  his 
lordship,  forms  a  more  interesting  portion  of  it  than 
a  lengthy  dissertation  on  politics.  These  are  no  doubt 
honest,  though  strong  and  sadly  one-sided.  He  writes, 
he  says,  as  a  ConstituHoTial  R(»/'disi — "  I  hate  the 
French.  I  detest  their  principles  j," — but  has  an  utter 
antipathy  to  the  war,  the  Ministry,  all  their  policy 
and  proceedings  at  home  and  abroad.  We  shall 
quote  him,  however,  on  more  appropriate  subjects : — 

So  little  selfisk  am  I,  my  dear  Malone,  and  so  much  do  I 
jjrefer  yoiu-  advantage  to  my  own  pleasure,  that  tlioogh  your 
abode  at  Bnglitlielmstone  suspended  for  a  loug  time  that  coire- 
spoudeuce  wbicli  in  my  present  situatiou  is  one  of  my  principal 
comforts,  still  I  rejoice  in  your  country  reaidencCj  and  even 
in  youi-  idleness,  both  of  which  I  consider  aa  relaxations  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  your  health  and  spirits — to  your  mind 
and  body.  And  if  I  can  persuade  mynelf  to  be  content  with 
your  haying  postponed  a  jaunt  of  amusement  upon  my  ac- 
count, it  13  oidy  because  my  opinion  of  your  £riendahip 
induces  me  tu  believe  tliat  ehafting  with  me  Is  pleasant,  and 
consequently  salutary  to  you. 

Indeed,  my  dear  friend,  you  lead  too  sedentary  a  life,  and 
do  not  sufficiently  diversify  your  occupations.  For  though  1 
be  tlioroughly  of  opinion  that  constant  employment  is  the 
most  universal  of  all  specifics  to  you  in  ita  fiiU  effects,  it 
should  be  olWn  varied.     Yon  thiidt  also  too  much  and  too 

*  Probably  tbe  lady  or  her  ilaugtiter,  to  whom  he  ftppears  to  have 
given  refuge  at  a  future  duy  in  mental  derangement,  besides  IcsviBg  lier 
nn  annuity. 


A  PORTRAIT   OF  MALONE. 


deeply  on  politics;  a  sabject  of  iuvestigatJou  wliieli  in  the 
present  state  of  a^irs  cannot  ftul  of  being  estremel y  unwhole- 
some to  a  man  who,  like  you,  lovea  hia  countrj',  and  loves 
mankind.  In  this,  however,  it  must  be  confessed  that,  like 
other  phyBicians,  I  do  not  follow  my  own  prescriptions,  being. 
Heaven  help  me  I  as  much  addicted  as  man  can  be  to  this 
detrimental  exercise  of  the  mind.  And  in  truth,  I  am  much 
the  worse  for  it. 

But  to  quit  this  Hedpe  etih;  I  will  now  proceed  with 
pleasure  to  inform  yoii  that  within  these  few  days  I  have  met 
with  a  gratification  as  gi-ent  as  it  was  unexpected.  The  case  of 
books  arrived  from  Liverpool ;  and  with  it  another  case  con- 
taining a  real  treasure — no  leas  than  a  portrait  of  you  by 
Humphrey,  as  like  as  iHJssible,  and  as  well  painted  as  I  would 
wish  him  to  paint.  A  letter  from  him  immediately  preceded 
it,  reqnesting  my  acceptance  of  this,  to  mc,  inestimable  ncqui- 
aition,  under  the  pressure  of  certain  services  which  liis  grate- 
ful heart  conceives  I  had  done  for  biin,  but  wliich  in  reali^ 
was  uotliiog  more  than  in  not  de&auding  liim  in  iny  general 
conversation  of  the  applause  so  justly  due  to  Iiis  merit.  No 
person  most  assuredly  was  ever  handed  (?)  with  more  grati-  " 
lying  circumstances.  It  is  the  exact  resemblance  of  au  absent 
friend  whom  I  would  wish  never  to  lose  sight  of.  It  is  an 
excellent  picture,  and  as  such  must  be  liiglily  pleasing  to  a 
lover  of  the  arts.  And  it  ia  a  proof  of  gratitude  which 
cannot  fail  to  delight  every  man  who  wiahos  well  to  human 
nature :  I  have  written  to  hmi,  and  beg  you  will  tell  him  so, 
lest  the  miscarriago  of  my  letter  should  make  me  appear 
negligent 

I  long  much  to  see  your  edition  of  Drydeii's  prose  works, 
as  I  know  of  no  compositions  in  our  language  which  better 
deserve  such  an  e<litor.  Of  Aubrey  I  know  nothing.  And 
as  for  Chalmers,  his  petuIancL-  not  having  travelled  to  Ireland 
has  never  offended  mc  But  I  take  it  for  granted  he  is  scarcely 
worth  an  answer,  which  may  probably  counteract  your  pur- 
pose, by  raising  him  into  notice. 

From  Lord  Charlemont's  impressions,  and  those 
of  others  less  influenced  by  the  politics  of  the  moment, 
R  2 
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our  Critic  felt  serious  misgivings  about  the  state  of 
Ireland;  and  in  case  of  disturbance,  the  probable  fate 
of  those  he  loved.  No  condition  could  be  more  alarm- 
ing— seething  with  the  principles  of  rebellionj — ready 
at  any  moment  to  burst  forth  into  that  open  insurrec- 
tion which  speedily  ensued ;  while  invasion  was  likewise 
hourly  expected.  Those  of  the  gentry  who  had  in- 
fluence, or  means,  raised  and  led  corps  of  yeomanry ; 
others  sought  the  towns  to  avoid  nocturnal  violence 
or  murder.  Catherine  tells  him  they  had  adopted 
the  latter  course ;  but  even  in  Dublin  Theatre  so 
decided  and  fearless  were  the  predilections  of  the 
mob,  that  calls  and  clapping  of  hands  were  made  for 
"Buonaparte,"  "Arthur  O'Couner,"  and  others  not 
less  offensive  to  loyalty  and  order.  Previous  to  this 
removal  the  tone  of  his  sister's  letters  had  been  so 
gloomy  that  he  attributed  it  to  the  too  diligent 
perusal  of  religious  books,  of  which  he  had  trans- 
mitted some,  especially  Wilberjbrce  on  Christianity, 
This  idea  Catherine  controverts  at  great  length.  No 
present,  she  says,  coidd  have  been  more  gratifying 
than  that  volume — none  more  soothing,  refreshing, 
and  cheering — "The  best  thoughts  expressed  in  the 
most  elegant  language.  It  is  written  more  to  the  heart 
than  any  book  I  ever  read  in  my  life."  They  found 
improvement  by  the  perusal,  even  amid  the  alarms 
which  everywhere  prevailed,  and  the  distractions 
experienced  in  every  family  circle  of  their  acquain- 
tance. 

But  the  danger  went  far  beyond  even  feminine  ap- 
prehension. Statesmen  saw  the  impending  reality  not 
far  distant ;  and  prepared  as  they  best  could  to  meet 
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those  terrible  ciiiergencies  where  passions  of  the  most 
violent  and  painful  oature  are  evolved,  and  where  in 
war  among  brethren  success  is  little  less  painful  than 
defeat. 

Nothing  within  the  range  of  public  duty  can  so 
much  try  the  capacity  of  rulers  as  the  judicious 
suppression  of  domestic  rebellion.  Foreign  enemies 
may  be  met,  foiled,  and  disposed  of.  But  with  our 
irountrjmen,  our  townsmen,  even  our  acquaintance,  in 
arms  against  authority,  we  scarcely  know  how  to  deal. 
Our  wisdom  and  humanity  are  etjually  at  stake ;  our 
decision,  judgment,  discretion,  put  upon  the  stretch 
to  draw  the  line  between  what  is  just  and  what  is 
vindictive,  between  mercy  and  resentment ;  to  sub- 
due, but  not  wholly  destroy ;  to  punish  the  leader 
rather  than  the  follower ;  to  save  the  loyal  from 
the  traitor,  property  from  the  plunderer,  life  from 
the  murderer,  ago  and  infancy  from  the  ruffian — 
all  these,  exercised  with  the  forbearance  of  a  good 
man,  yet  the  firmness  of  a  wise  one,  form  one  of 
the  severest  tests  of  human  capacity.  And  who  is 
he  who  may  pass  through  such  an  ordeal,  and  wholly 
escape  censure  ?  Who,  if  he  errs  a  little  on  one 
side  or  on  the  other,  is  not  entitled  to  be  conside- 
rately judged  ? 

One  of  the  Irish  rulers  devoted  to  obloquy  on  this 
Occasion,  and  a  youthful  friend  of  Malone,  was  John 
Fitz^bbon,  Earl  of  Clare.  Chetwood,  we  have  seen, 
alludes  to  him  as  conspicuous  for  dress ;  and  I  tind 
one  of  his  letters  to  Malone  written  early  in  life. 
Descended  from  a  Romanist  family  which  had  con- 
formed to  Protestantism,  and  bred  to  the  law,  he 
early  entered  Farliamciit  as  the  main  stepping-stone 
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to  {m>fessional  hoDours.  Without  perhaps  com- 
mandiDg  talents,  he  was  busy,  quick,  bold,  a  prompt 
speaker,  careless  of  the  higher  order  of  oratory,  who 
being  deemed  osefol  in  the  House  became  Attomey- 
General  under  Lord  Northingtou.  A  duel  with 
Curran  showed  that,  like  so  many  other  Irish  mem- 
bers,  he  /ought  as  well  as  talked  his  way  into  emi- 
nence. The  regency  question  made  him  Lord 
Chancellor  and  a  peer,  but  rent  asunder  all  former 
political  ties.  An  earldom  followed  when  rcvotu- 
tionarv  principles  took  root  in  that  country,  and 
when  a  strong,  daring,  perhaps  cyen  unscrupulous 
hand  became  necessarj'  to  restrain  their  progress. 
These  qualities  he  possessed,  and  nowhere  was  their 
exercise  more  required. 

He  appears  to  have  had  little  sympathy  with  popu- 
lar opinions.  When  unimportant  things  were  started, 
he  took  no  trouble  to  ideatifS'  himself  with  the  gene- 
ral voice.  When  doubtful,  they  encountered  effectual 
opposition.  He  saw  peace,  order,  security  of  person 
and  property  risked  by  men  of  little  weight  or  wisdom 
in  the  countrj-  for  love  of  the  fanciful  theory  of 
republicanism,  and  as  he  hated  the  principle  as  well 
as  the  race  that  approved  it,  stood  on  no  ceremony 
in  putting  down  both  with  a  strong  hand.  The 
scene  was  cut  out  for  the  man,  and  the  man  for  the 
scene.  As  head  of  the  law  he  was  said  to  have 
attempted  to  stretch  law  beyond  its  limits  under 
the  plea  of  preserving  the  constitution  from  con- 
spirators and  traitors.  Devoted  to  what  ho  con- 
sidered duty,  he  was  willing  in  its  exercise  to  brave 
any  amount  of  odium.  Influence,  and  the  vigour 
by  wliich  it  was  exercised,  gave  the  impression  of 
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his  being  loss  the  organ  of  Government  than  the 
Government  itself.  Through  lifo  ho  was  attached, 
like  most  other  sound  judging  men,  to  the  tie  with 
England ;  for  through  that  channel  alone  could  the 
advancement  of  Ireland  in  commerce,  knowledge,  and 
the  higher  order  of  civilization  be  accomplished. 
Whether  this  attachment  was  disinterested  has  been 
doubted.  In  Ireland  it  is  yet  scarcely  forgiven.  It 
made  him  unpopular  while  living  among  her  ephe- 
meral and  disloyal  writers ;  and  no  pen  of  historical 
Taluc  has  since  appeared  to  balance  merits  against 
defects,  and  aivard  fairly  that  approbation  which 
there  is  little  doubt  is  due  to  his  energy  at  least,  if 
not  to  his  judgment.* 

His  early  association  with  Malone  probably  ceased 
from  dissimilarity  of  pursuits  and  change  of  abode. 
How  it  revived  does  not  appear ;  but  three  com- 
munications were  received  from  him  during  this  year 
on  the  critical  state  of  tho  country.  Two  were 
written  in  March.  The  first  refers  to  a  speech  in 
the  Lords  in  reply  to  Lord  Moira,  which  "  he  is 
ashamed  to  say  consumed  three  hours  and  a  half 
in  the  delivery."    This  he  has  been  induced  by  Lord 


•  Rumour,  indeed,  saya  that  no  inaterinb  exist  for  ihc  purpose ;  tbnt 
his  paper*,  in  nhorl,  have  been  defftroyed  from  delicacy  to  many  reputa- 
tions, which  would  be  most  seriousily  damaged  by  the  exposure  of  vritten 
documenis  to  the  public  eye.  This  story,  if  true,  tells  not  agaiaat  the 
Chancellor,  but  rather  agaiaat  hia  countrymen  who  eould  thus  descend 
to  solicit  favours  from  one  whom  they  probably  afterwards  maligned, 
because  be  would  not  or  could  uat  accomplish  their  wishes.  But  it  is 
another  proof  of  the  correctness  of  his  judgment,  which,  in  accomplishing 
the  Union,  carried  the  influence  nf  the  Sectional — as  we  m&y  call  it — to 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  thua  extinguished  those  sources  of  corrup- 
tion almost  insepanible  from  all  local  legislatures,  particularly  that  of 
Ireland-^f  we  may  believe  all  her  politicians. 
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Camden  (the  Viceroy)  to  retrace  and  publish, — 
**  which  has  proTcd  the  most  difficult  and  laborious 
task  I  have  ercr  undertaken,'' — which,  as  he  was 
nsoallT  considered  an  extemporaneous  speaker,  or 
nearly  so,  is  probably  true. 

The  second  letter,  which  coatinoes  the  subject, 
was  sent  a  week  afterward.  '*  Nothing  should  hare 
tuduced  me  to  undertake  the  task  (of  r&KroIlection 
and  publication)  but  the  conncrion  that  it  is  essential 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  English  people  to  the  state  of 
this  country,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  gets  worse 
every  day.  Within  the  last  week  two  magistrates 
have  been  shot  at  noon-day.  One  of  them,  Sir 
Henry  Maurice,  you  may  have  known.  The  assafsi- 
nation  took  place  (179^)  on  the  high  road  within 
half  a  mile  of  his  house.  ...  I  think  a  crisis  is 
at  hand.  The  rebels  have  assumed  an  unusual  air 
of  confidence,  and  they  have  I  am  sorry  to  say  suc- 
ceeded completely  in  stirring  up  the  savages  in  every 
part  of  the  countrj-,  and  reviving  the  spirit  of  1641, 
.  .  .  .  Sir  Lawrence  Parsons  chose  to  play 
second  Uddlc  to  Lord  Moira,  on  Monday  last,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  he  found  eighteen  fools  to 
join  him." 

The  third  letter  is  dated  20th  June.  As  his 
opinions  here  are  more  full,  and  expressed  with  that 
characteristic  bluntness  and  decision  which  never  for 
a  moment  hesitated  to  call  what  he  considered  ques- 
tionable actions  by  the  strongest  names,  it  may  be 
given  at  length.  Few  of  his  remains  are  extant ;  and 
notices  of  the  outrages  in  daily  perpetration  show  that 
at  such  a  moment  such  a  man  was  in  his  proper  place. 
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Dubliji,  June  20t/i,  1798. 

My  bear  Malone, — I  am  not  surprised  at  any  act  of 
■  profligacy  in  Mr.  Slieridan,  or  of  knavery  and  folly  in  the 
Duke  of  Leinster ;  but  I  own  I  was  not  prepaied  for  the  co- 
operation of  tlie  Dukes  of  Leeds  and  Devonshire  with  the 
Irish  reikis.  Tlie  latter  of  these  worthies  has  more  than 
twenty  thousand  jrounds  a  year  in  Ireland ;  and  neither  he 
nor  nny  of  his  mentors  has  thought  it  necessary  to  contribute 
by  personal  exertion,  or  by  pecuniary  aid  in  any  Jiianner,  to 
the  relief  or  defence  of  this  kingdoni.  Nor  is  the  one  ot  the 
other  acquainted  with  the  internal  situation  or  economy  of  it, 
so  well  as  ho  may  be  with  that  of  the  most  remote  corner  of 
the  world. 

The  truth  is  that  this  rebellion  has  gi'own  out  of  the  cor- 
rupt interposition  of  individuals  iu  Great  Britain  with  Irish 
politics,  and  the  strange  and  preposterous  experiments  which 
have  been  made  upon  Ireland  by  the  British  Cabinet  for  the 
last  six  years,  against  the  strong  and  repeated  remonstrances 
of  every  kind  friend  of  British  government  in  this  country. 
And  it  is  plain  that  the  desperate  gang  of  opposition  in  Eng- 
land liave  determined  to  play  the  game  out.  Wo  expect 
every  hour  to  hear  of  some  decisive  action  with  the  rebels  in 
the  county  of  Wexford,  where  a  force  of  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand men  has  marched  again.'it  them.  They  have  heretofore 
fought  with  incredible  fury  and  enthusiasm,  to  which  they 
have  been  brought  by  their  priests,  who  attend  all  tlieir  camps 
in  great  numljers.  One  of  them  was  killed  at  Arklow  fight- 
ing at  the  head  of  a  rebel  colunm. 

Poor  Lord  Mountjoy  was  a  sacrifice  to  the  cowardice  of  his 
sergeant-major,  who  prevented  the  privates  of  his  regiment 
from  advancing  to  his  support.  Lord  O'Neil,  I  fear,  cannot 
recover.  He  was  murdered  in  Ids  chaise  by  his  own  tenants 
in  the  town  of  Antrim.  I  have  often  said,  for  the  last  three 
years,  that  the  spirit  of  1641  had  revived  again  in  Ireland, 
and  the  scene  now  too  fatally  verifies  my  assertion.  There 
are  very  strong  dispositions  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons to  animocfvert  (?)  on  the  preceedings  of  the  Duke  of 
Leinster  and  Mr.  Sheridan.     Whenever  his  grace  shall  ven- 
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hire  to  make  his  appearance  amongst  us,  he  will  he  treated 
very  roughly. 

Yours  always  very  truly,  my  dear  Malone, 

Cl&bb. 

A  letter  has  just  been  received  by  Lord  Camden  from 
Lake  (General),  stating  that  all  the  columns  of  his  army  had 
advanced,  and  that  the  rebels  are  completely  surrounded, 
Poor  CNeil  is  dead, 

Irish  politicians  of  other  opinions,  at  this  moment 
BCemed  desirous  of  enlisting  Malone  in  their  views — 
probably  from  his  known  friendship  with  Mr.  Wind- 
ham. The  topic  indeed  was  a  great  and  exciting 
one — the  union  with  England ;  for  while  it  mortified 
the  national  pride  of  the  patriotic  and  really  honest 
class,  on  the  other  hand  it  threatened  the  happy 
extinction  of  that  corruption  and  jobbing,  of  which 
public  men  whether  truly  or  not  loudly  accused 
each  other.  Letters  to  him  against  it  came  from 
Mr.  Foster,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conimons  ;  four 
from  Mr,  James  Fitzgerald ;  and  three  or  four  from 
others  who  evidently  held  high  office,  whose  names 
arc  not  traceable  in  their  communications.  Two  of 
the  number  during  this  correspondence,  were  dis- 
missed from  employment — one  of  them  with  this 
explicit  intimation  to  the  critic — "  Your  opinion 
decided  me.  Ready  to  do  anytliing  to  bind  the 
countries,  but  to  reserve  the  right  of  a  separate 
legislature."  From  this  stirring  theme,  if  he  really 
recommended  a  negative  to  his  friends,  he  soon  re- 
turned to  more  congenial  studies. 

So  early  as  the  completion  of  the  edition  of  Shak- 
apearo,  he  had  formed  the  design  of  republishing, 
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with  Buch  additions  as  could  be  gleaned,  the  lives 
and  portions  of  the  works  of  some  of  our  poets.  He 
had  Dryden  more  especially,  and  Pope  in  view.  In- 
quiries were  therefore  commenced  among  literary 
friends  without  explicitly  disclosing  his  aims  ex- 
cepting to  Lord  Claremont,  who  thus  replies  so  early 
as  June,  1/94  : — 

If  a  new  edition  be  wanted  of  Dryden's  critical  prose  works, 
I  know  of  notliing  better  worth  republisbing.  Tbe  matter  in 
for  the  most  part  excellent ;  the  mamier  Inconiparablo  througb< 
out.  There  cannot  be  a  better  antidote  against  our  niodeni 
innovations  in  style  than  his  compositions — perspicuous, 
graceful,  elegant,  humorous,  and  easy.  His  life  will  also  be 
very  acceptable,  as  notliing  of  the  kind  worth  reading  has 
hitherto  been  written.* 

A  still  greater  authority  in  eloquence,  that  of  Burke, 
held  his  pieces  in  high  estimation,  not  only  for  the  criti- 
cism, but  for  the  richness  and  freedom  of  his  style  and 
language.  He  was  also  considerate  enough  to  offer 
an  apology  for  tho  manner  of  the  poet's  address  to 
his  patrons. 

In  a  conversation,  says  Malone,  which  I  had  a  fpw 
years  ago  with  the  late  Mr.  Burke,  talking  of  Brj'den's 
dedications,  he  observed  that  the  extravagant  pane- 
gyrics which  they  contain  were  the  vice  of  the  time, 
not  of  the  man  ;  that  the  dedications  of  almost  every 
other  ^vriter  of  that  period  were  loaded  with  flattcrj', 
and  that  no  disgrace  was  annexed  to  such  an  exercise  of 
men's  talents,  the  contest  being  who  should  go  farthest 
in  tho  most  graceful  way,  and  with  the  best  turns  of 

*  ni«  lordsbip  here,  of  course,  raenna  the/acts  of  his  life.  Dr.  John- 
son acknonledged  to  Ualone  that  he  bad  failed  in  procuriog  such  aa  be 
wifhed.  Neither  wiis  he  young  or  perhaps  zealous  cnougli  for  <ucb 
puriuita  when  he  wrote  Uie  Liwt  of  the  FoeU. 
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exprcsaion.  He  added  that  Butler  had  well  illus- 
trated the  principle  on  wliich  tlicv  went,  where  he 
compares  their  endeavours  to  those  of  the  archer 
who  draws  his  arrow  to  the  head  whether  his  object 
be  a  swan  or  a  goose.  The  plays,  poems,  and  other 
productions  that  issued  from  the  press  from  the  time 
of  the  Restoration  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  fully 
confirm  this  remark. 

A  previous  application  on  this  subject  bad  been 
made  to  Lord  Haik-s  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  Scot- 
land— eminent  for  historical  and  biographical  re- 
search— for  such  materials  as  he  possessed.  But  no 
facts  on  the  subject  could  be  supplied.  lie  had 
once  formed  similar  projects,  but  found — alas !  what 
man  of  letters  does  not  find  ? — that  life  and  health  arc 
too  limited  for  their  completion.  His  reply  howe%'er 
is  worth  transcribing.  It  is  dated  October  1/91 ;  is 
introduced  by  Malone  into  his  memoranda  evidently 
for  future  use  of  some  description  ;  but  beinjj  copied 
by  another  hand  is  in  a  few  places  illegible. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  sir,  to  be  able  to  aid  you 
in  any  of  your  literary  plans.  But  I  am  ati-ald  that  my  as- 
sistance can  go  but  a  little  way.  I  have  hardly  looked  into 
Pojx!  those  twenty  years  past,  having  been  immersed  in 
business  and  in  xirose. 

Pope  was  not  a  conscientious  satirist.  When  an  incident 
did  not  suit  his  purjiosc,  ho  monded  it.  Of  this  there  is  a 
remarkable  example  in  a  publication  called  Opinions  of  the 
J)uelieas  Dowager  of  MarU>orouyh,  where  the  poet  converts  an 
elegant  bequest  into  a  capricious  lavishing  of  mooey.  I  am 
apt  to  believe  that  "  If  where  I  am  going  I  could  serve  you, 
sir,"  is  a  true  story  perverted  with  still  more  malevolence. 
The  lato  Lord  Elibank  told  me,  but  I  do  not  vouch  the 
authority,  that  the  dying  man  who  would  not  leave  a  favourite 
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with  the  restof'hjs  estates  was  "the  rich  Diincombe." 
But  the  jest  hiis  been  supposed  to  allude  to  Sir  Godfi'ey 
Kneller.  He  ia  also  the  justice  of  [leace  wlio  committed 
the  man  who  exposed  his  watch  in  view  of  the  thief.  Yet  to 
the  same  Sir  (Jodfrey,  Pope  inscribed  "eternal  nonsense 
graved  in  Parian  stone."  "  Stars  otlier  far  than  [illegible] 
bear,"  i.e.,  Kent  and  Essex ;  the  first  the  constant  butt  of  the 
Tories,  as  I  remember,  in  the  Examiner.  I  recollect  to  have 
seen  him,  a  very  mean-looking  man.  But,  party  set  aside,  I 
know  not  why  he  became  the  subject  of  satire. 

I  formerly  imagined  that  Bufo  meant  G.  Bubh  Dodington ; 
but  I  liave  been  since  assured  that  it  meant  Cliarles  Montagu, 
Earl  of  Halifax.  "  Rosamond's  howl "  I  think  respects  Lady 
Leclimere,  of  the  Carlisle  family,  of  whom  you  will  sec 
enough  on  a  marble  tablet  in  the  Westminster  Abbey.  "  Each 
widow  asks  it  for  the  best  of  men "  was  Mrs.  Rowe,  the 
sorrowful  rehct  of  the  poet,  who  married  a  Colonel  Dean. 
It  may  well  be  supposed  that  the  sin  of  Winnington  was 
his  apostasy  from  the  Tories. 

As  to  the  "  unfortunate  lady,"  it  can  Ber\"e  no  good  pur- 
pose were  one  able  to  ileterre  her.  Your  MS.  memorandum 
seems  the  most  consistent  story  tliat  I  have  heard  concerning 
her,  anil  there  it  may  rest.  Sir  John  Hawkins'  story  seems 
to  be  Fanny  Bradock's  end  grafted  on  some  other  anecdote. 
You  know  it  may  be  presumed  that  "  poor  Narciasa"  is  Mrs. 
Oldfield,  though  here  the  poet  has,  according  to  custom, 
added  "  a  little  red."  Betty  is  Mi-s.  Charlotte  Sanderson,  an 
inferior  player.  There  b  a  curious  letter  fi-oni  her  in  Curie's 
Life  of  Mrs.  Oldfield.  Pope  calls  Dr.  Middletou  a  school- 
master, who,  if  I  mistake  not,  quitted  his  party  as  Winnington 
did — but  neuw  wsis  a  schoolmaster. 

Bland,  Master,  and  then  Provost  of  Eton,  and  Dean  of 
Durham,  was  the  schoolfellow  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  wrote 
for  him  in  some  of  the  party  newspapers,  and  was  well  bene- 
ficed. His  name  occurs  more  than  once  in  Pope's  Satires, 
Good  is  Bumbain  Good,  iinder-master  of  Eton,  also  a 
schoolfellow  tif  Sir  Robert,  and  one  of  liis  writers.  His 
memory  was  fresh  at  Eton  in  my  time  as  an  oddity,  but 
beloved  by  the  boj-s.     Some  of  the  older  Etonians,  as  Mr. 
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Bryant  or  Mr.  Cambridge,  will  be  able  to  lell  you  more 
about  him.  Alsop  was  of  Westminster ;  so  out  of  my  way, 
though  I  have  heard  little  stories  of  him.  He  was  a  com- 
panion of  my  Lord  of  Yorke.  He  being  a  Whig  does  not 
fare  so  well  aa  Akop,  though  he  could  have  "joked  like 
Horace  "  as  well  as  Alsop.  "  Steeped  in  port,"  when  applied 
to  Dr.  Beutley,  alludes  to  his  drinking  too  much  j>ort  in  his 
later  days.  This  is  all  that  I  can  remember  at  present 
Perhaps,  if  you  put  queries  to  me,  I  could  remember  more. 

Let  mo  bo  allowed  to  say  this  for  my  old  friend  Bishop 
Warburton,  that  he  avows  he  Ifft  undone  what  ho  thought  it 
unfit  (br  him  to  have  (low:  As  to  his  finding  out  meanings 
which  his  author  never  meant,  I  8ui)poae  you  allude  to  the 
E»say  on  Man,  wliich  Dr.  Wai'burton  wished  Pojie  to  make 
less  exceptionable  than  it  seemed  to  be — but  lie  was  under 
the  guidance  of  Bolingbroke,  I  forgot  to  mention  the  famous 
couplet  concerning  Sir  Thomas  Burnet,  which  Pope  was  at 
last  prevailed  upon  to  omit,  while  he  ridiculously  preserved 
the  line,  "  This  shines  a  comet,  &c."  By  that  time  Sir 
Thomas  Burnett  wag  one  of  the  twelve  judges  of  England, 
and  high  m  the  public  fa\oiir,  I  never  could  learn  whether 
Pope  had  a  persona!  or  political  quarrel  with  Judge  Burnett. 
The  tract  by  Sir  Thos.  [illegible]  Doggrel  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Pope's  Homer ;  so  far  as,  after  a  long  space  from  reading 
it,  I  can  recollect.  It  is  a  ridicule  on  the  Tory  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

In  former  days,  when  I  read  without  selection,  I  studied 
the  State  poems,  &c.  It  is  Teiy  possible  that  upon  recol- 
lection I  might  be  able  to  fill  up  many  of  the  initial  letters. 
But  in  such  party  collections,  little  is  to  be  learnt  beside  the 
personal  appeai-ance  of  the  parties  aath'ized.  I  remember 
that  I  had  formed  to  myself  an  idea  of  Dryden  being  a 
man  of  good  height,  such  as  in  England  is  colloquially  caUe*l 
a  personable  man.  This  notion  was  formed  on  his  head,  by 
Knoller,  which  I  saw  in  Mr.  West's  duihig-room,  and  which 
has  been  well  engmved  by  Edylynck,  Vertue,  and  Hoo- 
braken.  But  from  the  State  poems  I  learnt  not  to  put  my 
faith  in  painters;  for  thew  it  is  uniformly  Poet-Squab,  a 
short,  thick  man. 
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Five-anil-forty  years  ago  I  read  a  xerj  dull  diamatic 
piece  called  the  Temple  of  Dulhtenf,  or  some  such  thhig. 
It  is  Taluable  by  reason  of  a  letter  to  the  author  from 
Wr.  Southerne,  gi^-ing  an  account  of  the  poets  of  tho  day, 
and  particularly  of  Dryden.  I  recollect  that  he  censured 
Bishop  Bnrnett  for  saying  that  Dryden  was  a  "  monster  of 
impurity  " — which  respects  his  plays,  not  his  morals ;  and  in 
that  sense  tlie  bishop  is  not  far  from  his  mark ;  for  Limber- 
ham  is  more  indecent  than  Etheredge's  Sfie  would  if  nfte 
could,  was  hooted  from  the  sta^e  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II., 
and  is  now,  as  we  know  it  in  the  (present)  edition,  freed  from 
all  obscenity.  Such  as  it  is  in  its  purified  state,  I  suppose 
that  no  British  audience,  eveu  iii  tlie  Haymarket  during  tlie 
summer,  would  hear  it  to  jm  end. 

Southerne  says,  "  Dryden  was  a  very  modest  man.  Often 
have  I  ate  cheese-csikes  with  him  and  Mrs.  Ann  Reeves." 
Such,  from  my  recollection,  is  what  Southerne  says.  Your 
plan  of  memoirs  is  a  guod  one.  But  I,  as  a  much  older  man 
than  yon,  say,  "  Quid  brevi  fortes  ....  I  have  felt 
the  truth  of  tliis  opera  ititsrrt^ta  .  .  .  [illegible]  tn- 
genteg  Lang  over  me  on  every  side.  I  have  projected  more 
than  enough  for  a  century,  and  no  pai-t  of  it  will  be  per- 
formed. Should  you  choose  the  plan  of  memoirs  [illegible] 
I  can  help  you.  My  old  correspondent,  Gutlu-ie,  was  very 
innocent.  By  talking  on  a  subject  he  thought  he  understood 
it  I  do  not  beUevc  tbe  anecdote  of  tho  [illegible]  and  I  am 
sure  that  no  vesttgc  of  it  wIU  be  found  in  the  Advocates' 
Library. 

A  few  more  replies  to  applications  appear  in  this 
year  among  his  letters.  Two  of  length  from  Lady 
Dryden ;  from  Rev.  Mr.  Blakeway  j  John  Kemble, 
who  had  been  looking  over  Powell's  plays  for  an  attack 
upon  Di^den  and  tells  him  not  to  forget  half-past 
five — the  dinner-hour ;  from  Bishop  Percv,  as  to 
Dryden's  letters  to  Walsh ;  from  Mr.  Caldwell,  and 
several  others.     None  however  were  able  to  coramu- 


nicate  the  information  literary  or  personal  of  wliicli 
he  was  in  pursuit. 

In  the  chib,  occasional  difficulties  occurred  in  the 
election  of  new  members,  often  not  unusual  in  such 
associations.  The  friends  of  some,  with  or  without 
cause,  find  opponents  in  others ;  and  to  some  gentle 
mediating  spirit  is  given  the  task  of  soothing  asperi- 
ties and  explaining  away  misunderstandings.  This 
office  often  fell  to  tlie  lot  of  Malone.  Mr.  Windham, 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Boswell,  and  a  bishop  or  two,  on 
former  occasions,  sought  his  kind  offices  when  their 
friends  were  in  danger  of  rejection  by  adverse  votes, 
and  succeeded.  Sometimes  his  popularity  ensured  a 
call  to  fulfil  more  social  duty,  as  appears  by  the  fol- 
lowing note  of  Mr.  Canning  : — 

spring  Gardew,  MomUiy  Nighl,  Mtaxh  12,  1799. 

De4ji  Sib, — You  must  not  infer  tlmt  I  am  likely  to  become 
an  inattentive  naember  (however  I  may  be  an  unworthy  one) 
of  tlie  cbib,  from  the  circumstance  of  being  unable  to  attend 
to-morrow  and  to  take  the  chair,  whicli,  I  find)  I  am  called 
upon  to  fill.  But  I  am  not  my  own  master  on  a  post  night ; 
and  a  post  night,  after  the  arrival  of  fifteen  mails  at  once,  will 
confine  me  too  strictly  to  the  Foreign  Office  to  allow  me  to 
partake  of  tlio  convivialities  of  the  Thatched  House. 

Will  you  pennit  me  to  request,  if  a  substitute  is  necessary, 
tliat  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  the  chair  for  me ;  and 
if  any  apology  can  be  required  for  ray  most  unwilling  abdica- 
tion of  so  high  an  office,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
make  that  apology  in  my  behalf,  by  stating  the  occasion  which 
prevents  my  attendance  ? 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  giving  you  this  trouble,  but  I  know 
not  to  i>'linm  I  could  apply  with  so  confident  ii  reliance  upon 
their  good  nature  and  good  offices. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  \'cry  sincere  and  faithftd  humble  servant, 
Geo.  Cjunmta. 
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A  humble  and  once  useful  visitor  from  the  country 
fount!  a  ready  reception  from  his  hospitality.  This 
was  "  good  Mr.  Jordan "  of  Stratford,  who  in  many 
notes  and  messages  of  kimlncss  sent  thither,  was  not 
forgotten.  In  1797  Malone  directs  one  of  his  inmates, 
being  too  busy  himself  on  the  works  of  Reynolds,  to 
send  Jordan  a  print  of  himself  and  of  Lord  Southamp- 
ton. Another  honour  appears  likewise  to  have  been 
in  store  for  him — for  it  is  added,  "  Mr.  Harding  has 
not  yet  engraved  your  portrait.  When  he  has,  I  will 
endeavour  to  fulfil  your  request." 

Two  years  afterward  (July  1/99)  Jordan  found 
his  way  to  London.  Thence  he  describes  to  Mr. 
Peyton,  one  of  tho  assistants  in  the  hunt  after 
Sbakspearian  affairs,  his  reception  by  the  critic, 
whose  kindness  gratified,  while  his  skill  in  working 
out  ancient  materials  for  his  purpose  appears  to 
have  puzzled  him. 

According  to  promise  before  I  left  Stratford,  I  writcj  this  to 
inform  you  timt  I  breakfastedj  dlnod,  drank  tea,  and  supped 
at  Mr.  Maloiie'a  last  Thursday ;  and  am  liappy  to  inform  you 
that  I  was  treated  in  the  most  respectable  and  gontecl  manner 
by  tliat  truly  great,  good,  and  fiouonralilo  gentleman,  wlio 
very  politely  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  letter  from 
Stratford ,;  and  made  a  very  satisfactory  apology  for  not  re- 
turning me  an  answer  while  I  was  at  Stratford,  by  both 
assiu-ing  and  showing  me  that  his  time  is  wholly  employed  in 
the  publication  of  the  worlis  of  Dryden. 

He  haa  postponed  the  life  and  works  of  our  immortal  poet 
till  the  otliers  arc  published,  but  be  baa  not  declined  or  ^ven 
it  up,  as  he  convinced  me  by  showing  me  the  manuscript  copy 
of  the  Genealoffif  of  llie  S/iak'*peare  Famili),  in  which  ho  has 
already  proved  to  a  domouBtration  that  they  resided  at 
Rowuigton  at  a  very  early  period.     By  wliat  means  ho  pro- 
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cured  his  materials  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  inform  you*  But 
you  will  probably  hear  from  him  before  he  begins  to  print  the 
work^  and  the  corporation  may  be  assured  that  all  their  papers 
will  be  faithfully  restored^  and  that  the  work ^  when  it  is  pub- 
lishedj  will  certainly  confer  an  additional  lustre  on  the  town 
of  Stratford** 

*  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr.  Halliwell  that  Jordan  was  acciued,  in 
Stratted,  of  lome  invenHoM^  rather  than  ftets,  in  statements  to  Malone. 
Hus  eertainly  could  not  be  in  matters  of  moment,  as  we  find  nothing 
snspidons  in  the  first  edition ;  neither  in  the  second.  Malone  was  too 
keen  fai  such  inquiries  to  take  anything  of  the  smallest  importance  upon 
tnist  firom  almost  any  quarter;  and,  firom  the  concluding  passage  in  the 
above  letter,  it  would  seem  that  Malone  surprised  Jordan — not  Jordan, 
Malone— by  the  nature  of  his  materials. 


DB.  SUBNET. 


CHAPTER   XII, 

1799—1805. 

Br.  Barney— Publication  of  Life  aJid  Prose  Works  of  Dryden— R.  Bell'i 
late  Edition  of  hia  Poems— Pope — Visit  to  Ireland  in  IBOl— Andrew 
Cftldwell— Mr.  Wrajall  and  Lord  Whitworth— DiMppointeU  in  » 
public  appointment — William  Gifiord — Sale  of  part  of  his  Books — 
Letters  to  ills  Sister — Notices  by  Rev.  J.  Jepbson — Letter  from 
Gifford. 

While  writing  notes  to  a  new  edition  of  Boswell,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  wished  to  describe  the  interior 
of  Thrale's  house,  so  immortalized  by  its  many  fre- 
quenters, and  applied  to  Dr.  Bumey  for  hia  recol- 
lections. This  information  the  reader  will  find  below 
from  a  note  written  in  December  1798-  It  is  worth 
its  space.  Few  suburban  mansions  have  acquired  so 
much  celebrity.  Its  site  perhaps  is  too  low,  but 
Tooting  Common  opens  pleasantly  in  front ;  and 
often  while  resident  for  several  years  in  the  vicinity, 
have  I  lingered  around  it  for  hours  as  venerated 
ground.* 

•  "  I  would  not,"  gnyfl  Humey,  "  take  my  corporal  of  it ;  but,  as  far  u 
I  can  remember.  Job DBon's  occomit  of  tbc  prints  in  (AeThrales'  drawing- 
room  was  accurate.  The  family  lived  in  the  library  wbicb  used  to  be 
the  parlour.  There  they  brenkfasted,  kc.  Over  the  bookcases  were 
hung  Sir  Joshua's  portraits  of  Mr.  Thrale's  friends,  of  whom  Boiwell,  I 
believe,  has  given  a  lifl.  From  the^  portraits  the  room  has  by  painters 
been  called  the  Thmle  Gallerj-. 

"Tbe  drawing-room,  if  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  was  hung  with 
plain  bright  sky-bine  paper,  oruamented  with  a  very  gay  border,  some- 
what tawdry ;  and  the  room  in  which  dinner  was  served  when  large 
parties  were  invited  which,  I  believe,  Johnson  means,  was  I  believe, 
hong  with  prints.  Family  dinners  without  company  were  Bcrred  in  a 
more  small  and  plain  room.    I  forget  now  what  1  said,  and  of  course 
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Close  application  to  a  new  work,  added  to  the  ill- 
ness of  Lord  Charlemont,  probably  interfered  with 
the  correspondence  of  this  old  friend.  He  died  in 
August,  1799»  in  the  heat  of  the  contest  about  the 
Union.  His  biographer  (Hardy)  applied  to  Malono 
in  May,  1804,  for  such  notices  or  materials  aa  might 
bo  interesting  to  blend  with  the  narrative.  These 
however  for  some  reason  now  unknown,  appear  not 
to  have  been  supplied.  Had  he  any  intention  of 
undertaking  the  work  himself?  With  his  large  stores 
of  information,  such  a  design  may  have  been  formed, 
though  interrupted  soon  afterward  by  illness.  Hardy 
alludes  to  him  as  a  correspondent  of  his  lordship,  but 
says  nothing  of  refusal  of  assistance. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  came  out  in  four  volumes, 
Tlie  Critical  and  Miscellaneous  Prose  Works  of 
John  Dryden ;  with  nn  Account  of  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  the  Author. 

The  praise  of  research  always  unwearied,  as  much 
as  possible  exact,  and  industrious  almost  to  a  fault, 
were  given  him  without  hesitation.  His  aim,  he 
tolls  us,  was  to  delineate  the  man,  not  the  poet. 
The  latter  had  been  inimitably  accomplished  by  the 
greatest  critic  of  the  age,  or  perhaps  of  any  age- 
Nothing,  in  the  estimate  of  his  powers,  could  be 
added  to  the  pages  of  Dr.  Johnson ;  but  there  was 
much  to  fill  up  and  rearrange  in  those  incidents  of 
life  and  character  common  to  us  all,  about  which  the 


thought,  concerning  tlic  Frtnch  Horn.  But  that  aud  oiiytliing  else 
irhich  I  scribbled  down  during  my  last  perusal  of  BoBwell's  life  of  our 
IHesd,  were  given  more  ns  queries  iban  positive  aaeertions  . 
It  (a  cold)  preVGDts  me  irom  csllijig  on  you  to  irik  over  J  ' 
matters." 
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mass  of  readers  are  often  as  aniious  as  upon  ordinary 
points  of  criticism.  Tliere  were  also  the  order  and 
dates  of  his  works ;  his  letters ;  his  friends ;  his 
literary  adversaries;  and  their  contests,  to  ascertain 
in  a  long  and  distinguished,  though  unhappily  for  his 
comfort,  a  contentious  career. 

The  notes  to  the  Prose  Works,  ia  addition  to  those 
of  the  Life,  tells  us  all  of  him  of  any  importance  that 
wo  arc  likely  to  koow.  No  source  of  information  was 
left  untried.  When  unsuccessful  himself  on  par- 
ticular points,  he  has  given  some  clue  for  others  to 
follow.  But  when  we  consider  how  much  on  all 
Buhjects  remains  buried  in  family  archives;  how 
difficult  it  is  to  get  them  examined  or  suffered  to  be 
examined,  by  their  owners ;  and  how  often  it  is  that 
what  are  discoveries  in  literary  eyes  are  not  deemed 
so  by  the  uninitiated,  wc  must  not  be  surprised  at 
the  alow  pace  at  which  they  emerge  into  light  from 
old  boxes  and  closets.  We  must  be  thankful  for 
what  has  been  done.  All  literary  men  agree  that 
none  but  Malone  could  have  accomplished  so  much. 
To  his  pages  all  must  turn  who  want  accui'ate  infor- 
mation upon  the  life  and  works  of  Dryden. 

Merits  such  as  these  might  be  supposed  to  pass 
with  general  applause ;  but  there  is  a  large  class  of 
persons  who  feel  disposed  to  decry  what  they  have 
not  virtue  to  imitate ;  and  on  this  occasion  the  ridi- 
cule which  had  been  so  largely  directed  against  the 
poet  himself  during  life,  took  aim  in  another  way  at 
his  biographer.  He  was,  in  fact,  deemed  to  be  too 
particular.  Yet  on  such  a  subject  we  want  facts 
whenever  they  can  be  fathomed — not  romance  or  con- 
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jecture.  Tmth  U  always  worth  some  troable  in  tbo 
pursuit.  So  thoaght  Dr.  Jobuson.  He  praises  the 
judge  I  bare  just  quoted  (Lord  Hules)  "as  a  man 
of  worth,  a  scholar,  and  wit,  whose  exactness  excites 
my  wonder  .  .  .  whoso  book  {Annais  a/  Scot- 
land) baa  such  a  stability  of  dates,  such  a  certainty 
of  facts,  and  such  a  punctuality  of  citation"  &c. 
Tbeeo  are  precisely  the  merits  of  Malone.  Tbey  will 
bo  the  merits  of  every  one  who  has  courage  to  quit 
the  hard-trodden  path  of  commonplace  book  makers 
and  will  plunge  for  knowledge  into  an  exploratory 
track  of  his  own. 

Qualities  which  bad  drawn  the  commendation  of 
Johnson,  were  not  permitted  by  one  of  the  supposed 
"  wits  "  of  the  age,  Mr.  George  Hardinge,  to  pass 
muster  in  the  LifeofDn/den.  Wits  are  seldom  noted 
for  being  exact  or  particular  in  anything.  Precision 
with  them  is  akin  to  offence.  So  on  the  present 
occasion  the  censor  made  minute  detail  the  sub- 
ject of  ridicule  in  a  bulky  pamphlet,  The  Essence 
of  Malone.  This  was  followed  by  another;  and  again 
by  a  similar  piece  levelled  at  Shakspeare. 

A  jest  at  an  antiquary  may  occasionally  run  hap- 
pily enough;  but  expanded  to  two  or  three  hundred 
pages  becomes  the -butt  of  the  ridicule  it  is  meant  to 
convey.  Jests  of  such  length  arc  found  to  be  no  jests 
at  all ;  on  the  contrary,  tbey  arc  serious  taxes  on 
patience,  llo  that  roads  them  will  Buspect  spleen, 
cavilling,  envy,  captiousness  to  be  the  basis  of  the 
performance — especially  when,  as  in  this  instance, 
the  pago  is  studded  with  such  a  crop  of  notes  of 
admiration  and  interrogation,  as  if  much  of  the  wit 
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or  wisdom  lay  in  these  silent  symbols  of  immature 
genius  I 

In  such  imitations  there  is  no  novelty,  and  very 
little  wit.  Many  of  our  most  distinguished  writers 
— Dr.  Johnson  among  others — have  furnished  occa- 
sional amusement  to  such  as  felt  disposed  to  exer- 
cise their  ingenuity  as  literary  caricaturists.  Even 
the  straightforward  stylo  of  Boswell  has  found  an 
imitator  in  Mr.  Alexander  Chalmers.  But  such 
things  must  be  taken  for  what  they  are  really  worth ; 
and  no  one  whose  productions  are  not  in  themselves 
ridiculous,  need  fear  their  effect.  The  anule  they 
occasionally  excite  forms  but  a  polite  and  speedy 
dismissal  to  oblivion. 

No  reply  came  from  Malonc.  He  had  at  first 
intended  it,  as  I  find  by  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Blakeway,  who  supposed  him  (January,  1801)  occu- 
pied with — "  Your  proposed  and  well-deserved  casti- 
gation  of  Mr.  George  Hardinge,  which  I  have  been 
expecting  with  some  impatience  to  sco  announced  in 
the  papers."  The  Bishop  of  Dromore  also  writes — 
"  r  read  with  pleasure  the  article  signed  '  W.'  which 
I  conclude  was  intended  to  have  had  the  signature  of 
Sciolus.  Can  you  guess  who  was  your  maligner?  He 
took  great  pains  to  gratify  his  ill-humour,  for  which 
I  neither  envy  him  his  success  nor  his  motives." 

A  genius  of  superior  order  has  however  estimated 
bis  labours  as  they  doaorvo.  Sir  Walter  Scott  found 
it  vain  to  dclvo  in  a  mine  where  Malono  had  been  a 
workman  with  the  hope  of  finding  anything  new. 
He  accepts  his  facts  ;  and  interweaves  his  own  narra- 
tive with  such  notices  and  criticiams  of  the  poets  and 
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■  !■  die  liifci  iifKi  III  ■!  II  I' '  *  W  ^1,  • 
cmet  tkc  Aecfiln 
«r  JofcM^  ar  prafan  facts  «Uch 
ItheacnneTerildMC 
adartrf  hac  KOMmil  tke  dba 
over  toe  ciuUs  of  DiiueBS  Efe.  Sack  ■ 
bwn  tltt  geatnl  f^aiBoa.  The  Imigh,  if  aay^  || 
floovccaaed.  Tbe  book  roauK  a  standard  of  I 
ritfof  tbetinesaiidMsMefsof  wUdiiltrtalB.  t 
there  are  feir  who  proCess  attacknMSt  to  1 
to  knowledge  of  maay  pf  the  »TilCT»  or  i 
tbat  day,  but  confess  tber  obtigadons  to  the  X^ 
of  Dtydai. 

To  a  Mcond  edition  of  this  wtvk,  improred  by  new 
materiak,  he  looked  forward  with  interest-  One  of 
these  Bcqaisitions  *  was  a  letter  of  Dryden  sent  br 
correspondents  named  Smith,  which  he  traced  as 
having  been  addressed  to  the  second  Earl  of  Der- 
wentwatcr,  on  a  question  of  poetical  translation.  In 
rctom,  wishing  to  be  gratefiit,  he  transmits  an  auto- 
graph of  Pope ;  laments  he  has  not  a  line  of  Shak- 
spearc  to  bestow ;  but  sends  a  fac-simile  of  his  name 
to  his  will  and  to  a  law-deed,  March  1612-13;  and 
adds  ID  allusion  to  piracies : — 

"  The  priutcd  copy  (of  tlie  letter)  is  very  inaccurate,  de- 
viuttng  in  several  minute  particulars  from  its  archetype.  I 
hope  wme  time  or  other  to  publish  a  second  and  impnxved 
cdlliun  of  my  lAfe  of  Dryden,  and  of  his  letters  and  pron 
works.      To  tlie  collection  uf  letters  which  I  had  infinite 

*  How  in  the  powesuoa  of  B.  Monckion  Miloes,  Eaq. 
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trouble  in  making,  and  which  Iinii  since  been  made  so  free 
witli,  I  have  several  others  to  add  that  have  never  appeared ; 
and  I  wiil  take  caro  that  they  shall  not  be  used  in  the  same 

manner  the  former  were," 

His  own  copy  of  the  work,  largely  annotated,  is  now 
in  the  Bodleian.  One  of  the  additions  is  a  notice  of 
Dryden's  sister,  second  wife  of  Dr.  Lawton,  who  died 
in  December  I/IO.  She  had  previously  buried  her 
only  son.  Dryden  gave  him  an  epitaph  in  Catworth 
Church  characteristic  of  her  extreme  grief;  and 
which  not  being  included  in  his  works,  may  find 
place  here — 

"  Stay,  Btranger,  sta^,  and  drop  one  tear, 
She  alwajs  weeps  who  Idd  him  here; 
And  will  do  till  her  race  is  run  i 

nia  father's  flllh,  her  only  son."  * 

Pope  formed  the  nest  name  on  his  list  for  a  similar 

tribute    of  respect.      Both,    as  we    have   said,   were 

commenced   about  the  same  time,   but  the  vein  of 

iDformation  chanced  to  run  deeper  in  one  than  the 

other.      Probably  also  Dr.  Joseph  Warton  informed 

him  early  of  being  engaged  on  that  edition  of  the 

younger    poet    which    came    ont    in    1797)    i"    ni"o 

*  Some  additions  to  the  beta  of  the  hfe  have  heen  made  by  the  diligence 
of  Mr.  Rohert  Beli,  in  his  amiotatcd  edition  of  the  Briliih  PoeU,  ivhicli 
SDppIiea  one  of  the  wants  of  the  age.  Tlicse  are  chiefly  from  the  iiunily 
of  the  poet — letters  from  Honor  and  Ann  Drjdcn;  copy  of  bis  marriage 
licence  at  St.  Svrithin's  Church  ;  tetter  of  WilUom  Walsh  on  hia  poems ; 
and  besides  others,  an  Exchequer  v^arrant  hy  which  lOOl.  per  annum 
WW  added  to  hi^  salary  m  poet  laureate  in  May  1694.  This  grant 
coming  from  Charles  li.,  relieyes  lum  from  the  charge  of  changing  hU 
religion  for  a  pension  under  his  successor — the  latter  being,  in  iact, 
simply  a  confirmiition  of  the  previous  gift.  It  is  pleasant  thus  to  be 
enabled  to  exonerate  genius  from  imputed  tinnrorthy  niotiven.  Lord 
Macaulay,  not  always  accurate,  will  therefore,  no  doubt,  fiom  this  dis- 
covery of  ilr.  Bell,  withdraw  the  charge  against  him  of  corrupt  motives, 
however  lightly  he  may  otlierwise  th  ink  of  tlio  "  renegade."  While  this 
is  pasring  through  the  press,  his  lordship's  death  is  announced, 
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volumes.  To  thu,  I  have  no  doabt  he  contributed 
aid. 

It  is  certain  that  the  fragment  of  an  tmpabhshed 
poem  of  Pope,  copied  by  ^lalone  among  his  anecdotes 
Bome  years  before,  appears  in  that  work.  I  have  con- 
sequently omitted  it  in  this  volome.  A  few  other 
memoranda  of  the  poet,  in  verse,  not  quoted  by  War- 
bm,  are  retained  as  specimens  of  his  first  thot^hts. 
Both  came  from  an  early  fnend  of  Malone,  Dr.  Wilson,* 
of  Trinitj-  College,  Dublin,  who  thus  writes: — "This 
poem  I  transcribed  from  a  rough  draft  in  Pope's  own 
hand.  He  left  many  blanks  for  fear  of  the  Argus 
eyes  of  those  who  if  they  may  not  find,  can  fabricate, 
treason.  ...  It  was  lent  me  by  a  grandson  of 
Lord  Chetwyud,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  famous 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  gratified  his  curiosity  by  a 
boxful  of  the  rubbish  and  sweepings  of  Pope's  study." 

Popiana,  the  name  given  to  his  own  collection  of 
fragments,  were  embodied  in  two  memorandum  books. 
To  these  were  added  various  loose  papers,  anecdotes, 
and  straggling  notes  jotted  down  as  communicated, 
some  of  which  may  still  emerge  into  life  from  the 
stores  of  the  curious.  He  bad  likewise  collected  three 
volumes  of  tracts,  twenty-one  in  number,  connected 
with  the  same  poet,  said  to  have  contained  much 
curious  matter,  and  which  passed  into  the  poisoasion 
of  a  new  owner  at  his  sale  in  1818.  Fresh  from  his 
own  hand,  cohering  and  shaped  into  form,  with  life 
breathed  into  them  by  hie  own  kindly  spirit,  wc  should 
liavo  perused  the  details  with  more  satisfaction. 

■  Thu  KcntlemftD  I  have  menUaned  in  a  preriooB  pftge ;  alM  in  tbo 
£{/'»  of  Oold»mM,  vol.  i  p.  63  :  Murray,  1837. 
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Delayed  for  a  time  by  the  attack  of  Hardinge, 
many  literary  and  private  frieuda  were  gratified  by 
his  visit  to  Ireland  the  following  year.  Ho  looked 
fondly  to  her  improvement — to  her  advances,  not- 
withstanding recent  misbehaviour,  to  a  higher  grade 
of  civilization  in  industry  and  commerce.  Discontent 
and  rebellion  had  been  actively  at  work  since  ho 
had  last  crossed  the  Channel,  and  left  their  usual 
fruits  liehind — the  country  and  eocial  organization 
at  a  standstill — latent  and  not  always  veiled  hatreds 
between  classes  of  society — a  subdued  but  not  quiet 
populace — and  the  probability,  soon  proved  by  the 
event,  of  these  starting  once  more  into  active  hostility. 

Poor  Ireland  had  not  yet  recovered  her  sanity. 
The  maddest  of  all  projects — that  of  easting  of  alli- 
ance with  England  to  become  if  successful  inevitably 
the  slave  of  France  and  more  especially  of  Rome — 
still  lingered  among  her  bolder  but  unwise  spirits. 
The  meteor  of  a  republic  gleamed  in  the  horizon ; 
the  emblems  of  power  danced  before  the  deluded 
eye  of  men  of  ambition,  who  fancied  themselves 
patriots  without  the  elements  of  common  capacity 
for  sueh  aflfaira ;  nor  could  they  bo  convinced  of 
inherent  weakness  and  unfitness  for  self-government 
till  rebellion  proved  it  impossible.  In  one  class,  the 
mistake  might  bo  accounted  for  by  the  unquestion- 
able supremacy  which  success  must  have  given  to  the 
Koman  Catholic  body.  But  that  Protestant  gentle- 
men should  be  so  blinded  to  the  results — tlioir  own 
certain  persecution  and  dcgratlation — made  them  the 
laughing-stock  of  Europe — the  greatest  of  simple- 
tons, or  the  maddest  of  maniacs. 
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Among  his  Dublin  frien<ls  was  Mr.  Andrew  Caltl- 
well,  a  lawj-er,  although  not  actively  taxing  the  law 
for  a  maintenance.  His  father,  in  that  usually  well- 
paid  profession,  had  performed  the  duty  before  him : 
and  although  likewise  called  to  the  bar  himself,  he 
thought  it  more  satisfactory  to  sit  down  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  paternal  inheritance  rather  than  aim  to 
increase  the  store.  His  tastes,  like  those  of  Malone, 
were  literary.  He  acquired  a  good  library;  fre- 
quented booksellers'  shops  ;  read  much  ;  and  selected 
companions  of  similar  pursuits,  who  in  his  retreat 
in  Cavendish  Row,  often  found  a  social  dinner  set  off 
with  considerable  learning,  friendly  disposition,  and 
gentlemanlike  manners.  Where  seed  is  thus  plenti- 
fully sown,  we  expect  in  time  to  see  a  crop.  But  it 
was  not  so  with  Caldwell,  He  produced  only  one 
or  two  trifles;  one  of  which,  an  account  of  Athenian 
Stuart's  escape  from  some  intended  Turkish  mur- 
derers, was  corrected  by  Malone. 

He  annually  visited  London,  sought  out  that  friend 
as  his  guide  in  literary  purchases,  and  enjoyed  such 
social  dinners  as  he  himself  bestowed. 

"  I  dined,"  he  says  to  Bishop  Percy  on  one  occa- 
sion, "  with  Malone  on  Sunday,  tete-d-t£te  .... 
I  had  just  begun  his  Life  of  Dry  den  ;  but  got  only 
through  a  few  pages  when  obliged  to  come  away. 
No  writer,  I  think,  ever  took  more  pains  to  establish 
facts  and  detect  errors.  When  ho  offers  himself  to 
the  public  it  seems  to  be  his  aim  to  employ  the 
utmost  diligence  of  research  to  be  useful  and  to 
merit  favour.  He  tells  me  he  does  not  escape  ;  and 
has  already  been  attacked  for  the  very  circumstance 
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that  does  him  honour."  In  a  few  months  he  again 
Bays  to  the  Bishop,  "  I  have  been  much  gratified  with 
Malone's  curious  Life  of  Dryden.  It  is  a  most 
remarkable  instance  of  diligence  and  accuracy.  The 
numerous  anecdotes,  and  the  accounts  of  noted 
persons  and  families  interspersed,  are  highly  in- 
teresting." 

When  the  scene  changed,  and  Malone  sought 
Dablin,  Caldwell  faithfully  attended  his  book-shop 
explorations. 

In  1801,  he  tells  Bishop  Percy  of  one  of  these — 
"  Mr.  Malune  was  in  town  for  two  days  on  his  way  to 
London.  I  accompanied  him  one  entire  morning  in 
researches  in  which  we  were  not  very  successful."  In 
June,  another  well-known  topic  is  mentioned  in  their 
correspondence — "  I  have  had  a  long  agreeable  letter 
from  Mr.  Malone.  He  mentions  a  curious  sale  of  the 
farrago  of  the  famous  Samuel  Ireland,  the  Shakxpenre 
Papers,  in  three  immense  volumes  bound  in  Russia, 
green  boxes  without  end,  old  leases,  deeds,  seals, 
and  playhouse  accounts,  to  take  in  the  hunters  of 
curiosities." 

On  another  occasion,  they  had  an  elaborate  though 
vain  examination  together  of  the  royal  librarj'  for 
a  scarce  author.  But  a  previous  mischance  in  such 
researches  acting  upon  impaired  habit  of  body  from 
over-study,  created  among  the  friends  of  our  subject, 
for  a  time,  serious  fears  of  the  consequences.  Arch- 
deacon Nares  writes  to  Bishop  Percy — "  Malone  has 
been  nearly  destroyed  by  an  accident  apparently 
insignificant,  that  of  breaking  Ins  shin  in  getting  out 
of  a  coach  at  the  Museuai.     It  has  been  very  un- 
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willing  to  heal,  and  sometimes  has  shown  n  threat- 
ening tendency." 

In  Ireland  he  saw  little  to  allure  those  of  studious 
habits  to  a  long  stay.  No  retreat  for  a  quiet  man 
was  there.  All  were  politicians.  Some  of  small 
talent  and  without  an  atom  of  experience  could  even 
believe  themselves  statesmen ;  happy  only  when  in- 
dulged with  a  fling  at  that  Union  which  was  to  ex- 
tinguish for  ever  their  small  importance.  To  his 
friend  Mr.  Philip  Metcalfe  hints  were  dropped  toward 
the  end  of  the  year  that  things  wore  not  as  he  wished, 
who  replica — 

"  Your  picture  of  that  country  removes  my  appre- 
hensions of  your  leaving  ua  for  any  length  of  time ; 
for  its  reform  of  manners  must  bo  too  slow  for  our 
time  of  life  to  hope  to  see  accomplished." 

In  1802,  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers  intimated 
that  two  letters  of  Shakspeare,  written  in  1606  and 
l607j  had  been  found  in  the  Dorset  papers,  addressed 
to  the  Lord  Treasurer  Buckhurat,  Earl  of  Dorset. 
Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Nathaniel)  Wraxall  had  been 
it  appeared  in  possession  of  these  papers ;  and  to 
him  Malonc  applied,  but  found  the  newspaper  Btatc- 
ment  erroneous.  He  mentioned  however  that  in  the 
Middlesex  papers  which  formed  part  of  the  Dorset 
collection,  ho  found  a  petition  from  Sarah  Shak- 
speare to  the  Lord  Treasurer  Cranfield,  Earl  of 
Middlesex,  but  whether  she  were  a  relative  of  the 
poet  did  not  appear.  The  duke,  he  said,  entrusted 
him  with  the  papers  in  1797  for  the  selection  and 
publication  of  such  as  were  of  public  interest.  His 
grace  died  in  1800,  and  in  December  following  the 
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whole  of  them  had  been  withdrawn  from  him  by 
the  duchoas.  Previous  to  that  event  ho  had,  in 
company  ivith  her  grace  and  Mrs.  Wraxall,  opened 
a  large  chest  or  coffer  at  the  top  of  the  house 
(Knowle)  filled  with  old  letters  and  papers,  of  which 
he  drew  out  a  few,  but  whether  anything  of  Shak- 
spearo  mingled  with  tliem  he  had  never  since  been 
permitted  to  ascertain. 

A  second  letter  from  Malone  produced  another 
from  the  same  gentleman  with  slight  additions  to 
bia  previous  report.  The  petition  alluded  to  consisted 
of  about  twenty  lines  requesting  succour  for  her  neces- 
sities ;  no  note  is  made,  as  on  several  others,  whether 
relief  was  rendered ;  no  intimation  supplied  whether 
spinster  or  widow ;  but  highly  probable  that  she  was 
widow  or  wife  of  Gilbert  Shakapearo ;  date  of  the 
petition  be  thinks  1623. 

A  zealous  antiquary  ie  not  easily  baulked  on  a 
favourite  topic.  Animated  by  hopes  from  the  "  cof- 
fer" in  question,  Malone  induced  Mr.  Windham  to 
write  to  Lord  Whitworth,  then  in  Paris,  for  infor- 
mation whether  anything  of  Shakspcarc  had  been 
found  among  its  contents.  The  reply  (March  1803) 
waa  a  negative.  They  had  withdrawn  the  papers  he 
said  "  from  the  plagiariatick  hands  of  Mr.  Wraxall," 
and  believed  they  contained  nothing  of  public  interest. 
"  For  my  own  part  I  will  confess  to  you  that,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  it,  this  may  be  comprised  in  a 
very  small  compass."  Wraxall,  with  whom  some 
quarrel  had  evidently  taken  place,  and  who  tells 
Malone  that  if  annoyed  by  newspaper  paragraphs 
from  that  family,  he  will  publish  the  whole  of  the  cir- 
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eoOectaoB,  Bat  ^  eritie,  to  hn  grctt  ngnel,  i 

DO  inTitstuBr  UMB  OT  aAcTmra,  froH  ne  < 
KuDwle,  to  "*—■*»  eitbff  feUen  or  ]Bpas.* 

A  wiuxB  Msbed  MiB  abcwt  this  toBw  (IdOS) 
change  Iiia  (fiet.     Serate  dnpepsia,  wfaocfa  n  oflM  I 
haaou  the  steps  and  dssbes  Aib' txiumpiK  d  gmiui  I 
sod  itiidj,  todoced  him  to  fbnake  aobds  for  aomfs, 
brodM,  groel,  and  similar  &re.    The  mecess  of  the 
■efaeoie,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  not  great ;  bat  the 
ccoiMnnT,  had  that  been  an  object,  consi<leraUe.     **  I 
hare  been  living,"  be  writes  to  his  sister,  Jan.  1803, 
"  DpcHi  nothing  for  a  good  while  past.     My  botcfaor's 
bill   for  this  whole  year  comes   to  but   thiriy-three 
pounds,  and  of  that  only  seven  guineas  have  been 
Apent  since  July." 

Soon  afterward  he  unexpectedly  failed  in  securing 
a  public  appointment,  without  disturbance  of  his  usual 
constitutional  ecjuanimity.  The  office  had  become 
\'acant  by  death ;  his  succession  to  it  was  promised 
and  eaid  to  be  certain ;  till  just  on  the  point  of  being 
inducted,  it  was  discovered  to  be  not  in  the  gift  of 
the  nobleman  who  claimed  the  patronage,  but  in  that 
of  Lord  llawkesburj'.  "  Lord  Pelham,"  he  writes  to 
his  Bister,  "would  unquestionably  have  had  the  dis- 
posal of  it  had  not  his  predecessor,  the  Duke  of  Fort- 
land,  granted  the  reversion  of  the  first  clerkship  of  the 
Signet  that  should  fall,  which  took  place  on  Fraser's 

•  A  liliit  In  the  letter  to  Mr.  Wiodhani  from  Paris  plaiiil}>  shovn 
that  hii  lordvliip  wm  not  easy  in  his  comniiinicationa  with  Napoleon — 
"  and  the  nwiiur  I  tuu  relieved  IVam  this  place  the  better." 
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death,  and  this  passed  for  the  turn  of  the  Secretary  (of 
State),  and  of  course  of  Lord  Pelham,  who  stood  in 

his  shoes I  state  all  this  because  you  and 

dear  Hetty  wish  to  know  the  particulars,  and  not  be- 
cause it  makes  any  impression  on  my  mind.  I  am  sure 
that  W.  [Windham]  whenever  he  comes  into  power, 
will  make  me  compensation  for  the  disappointment. 
Besides,  I  shall  have  a  rise  of  between  one  and  two 
hundred  a  year  on  the  Cavan  estate ;  so  I  consider 
that  a  place,  and  shall  think  no  more  of  the  other." 

Criticism  on  certain  passages  in  Shakspeare  came 
opportunely  to  divert  attention  from  this  disappoint- 
ment. The  writer  was  an  old  and  eminent  friend, 
Dr.  Michael  Kearney,  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
who  had  retired  from  his  duties  to  those  of  a  countrj- 
pastor,  where  his  leisure  was  employed  in  reading 
hooks — neglecting,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case  with 
members  of  Trinity,  to  lorile  them,  as  they  are  well 
fitted  to  do,  for  the  instruction  of  others.  Distin- 
guished for  classical  learning  and  talent,  he  was  not 
less  conversant  with  om*  great  dramatic  poet.  On 
this  occasion  he  notices  an  anachronism  in  Kwf( 
John.  Louis  Vlli.  of  France,  who  succeeded  to  the 
crown  in  122.3,  is  called  Dauphin  ;  whereas  Dau- 
phiny,  whence  the  name  is  derived,  was  nut  resigned 
to  France  till  1349.  This,  he  observes,  may  suit  the 
commentators;  but  signifies  little  to  that  great  genius 
whose  powers  rose  above  all  time  and  place.  He 
controverts  Dr.  Johnson's  criticism  on  Dover  Cliff 
in  an  ingenious  and  philosophical  passage;  and  con- 
cludes with  queries  on  some  expressions  in  the  first 
part  of  Henn/  I V. 


:  OF  EOMOND  UALONE. 

An  acquiUDtance  soon  afterwarda  commenced  wit 
Mr.  William  GiflFord,  the  sharpest  critic  of  his  d^ 
who  from  satire  and  censure  in  the  Anti-Jacolti 
had  tamed  down  his  hand  to  the  calmer  employmei 
of  editing  Mussinger.  He  was  well  fitted  for  tb 
work,  as  his  edition  sufficiently  evinces.  But  he  j 
in  Molone  a  superior  in  research,  added  to  tb 
possession  of  materials  conducive  to  his  ovm  succ( 
They  were  previously  unacquainted ;  but  both  beinj 
strongly  tinctured  by  similar  political  sentiments, 
letter  of  inquiry  answered  the  purpose  of  more  formd 
introduction.  The  immediate  subject  was  an  in 
perfect  drama  of  Massinger  in  manuscript,  to  wh: 
the  possessor  replied  in  February,  1803 : — 

"  Mr.  Malone  presents  his  compliments  to  lil 
Gifford.  He  has  sent  the  Parliament  of  Love  by  \ 
servant  for  Mr.  Gifford's  inspection  and  transcrip 
tion,  if  he  should  think  it  worth  that  trouble.  Thi 
piece  is  however  in  such  a  mutilated  state,  wantin 
the  whole  of  the  first  act  and  part  of  the  second — 
say  nothing  of  other  defects  from  damp  and  tim* 
that  it  is  feared  it  can  be  of  little  use." 

Gifford  put  his  ingenuity  to  work,  and  in  B 
weeks  returned  a  fair  copy  to  the  owner  with  tl) 
following : — 

ManJi  IB,  1803 — Jtmt»  StntL 
Sk, — It  is  80  long  since  I  received  jour  very  obb'gi 
letter  that  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  recur  to  it ;  but  in  trotl 
I  was  desirous  of  returniJig  the  MS.,  wLicli  I  canuot  sul 
ciently  thank  you  for ;  at  the  same  time,  the  trwismptioa  ( 
it  took  up  30  much  more  time  than  I  was  aware  of,  and  d 
me  on  so  from  day  to  day,  that  I  fear  you  liave  thought  b 
cither  vei-y  negligent  or  very  ungrateful. 


WILLIAM   GIFFORD. 


I  noTT,  sir,  return  tlie  PaAiament  of  Love.  It  has  oever 
been  out  of  my  hands,  and  I  have  copied  it  all  myself.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  know  that  less  of  it  is  lost  than  yon 
ima^ne,  as  there  are  still  four  pages  of  the  first  act  remain- 
ing. I  hope  I  liave  made  it  out  pretty  well.  Indeed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sis  last  broken  lines  of  the  lirst  pag^— 
which  hotter  eyes  than  mine  may  still  read  perhaps — and  a 
contraction  in  the  twenty-fourth  line  of  the  last  page  but  one, 
which  my  little  acquaintance  with  old  MSS.  disable  me  from 
reading,  I  flatter  myself  that  all  has  been  copied.  I  was 
•  desirous  of  sending  you  a  fair  copy,  but  I  have  been  dia- 
^pointed  by  tlie  person  to  whom  I  intrusted  my  manuBcripU 
The  instant  it  is  brought  me,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  en- 
closing it  to  Queen  Ann  Street. 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  tlie  ti\o  volumes 
which  accompanied  your  letter.  The  notices  they  contain 
are  very  precious  to  me,  as  well  as  those  you  have  kindly  set 
down  in  your  last  favour.  The  two  volumes,  with  your  per- 
mission, I  will  yet  withhold,  as  they  contain  three  plays  of  the 
first  editions  which  I  was  not  before  possessed  of.  I  will  take 
all  imaginable  care  of  them. 

Many  years  ago,  when  I  first  read  your  History  of  the 
English  Statje,  I  was  so  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  you 
urged  respecting  what  we  now  call  scenery,  that  I  wondered 
how  Mr.  Steevens,  a  man  of  infinite  sagacitj,  could  attempt 
to  controvert  it.  Since  I  have  looked  into  the  early  editions 
of  Maasinger  I  have  been  frequently  reminded  of  iL  The 
tnar^nal  Lints,  scattered  up  and  down  for  the  use  of  the  pro- 
perty man,  furnish  tlie  most  ridiculous  proofs  of  the  poverty 
of  the  ancient  stage. 

With  every  good  wish,  and  every  feeling  of  respect,  I 
remun,  air,  your  truly  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

\Vm.  Gdtobd. 

The  English  critic  has  recorded  some  further 
acknowledgments  to  his  industrious  brother  of  Ire- 
land. "  And  Mr.  Maloae,  with  a  lihurality  that  I 
shall  ever  remember  with  gratitude  and  delight,  fur- 
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nished  me  unsolicited  with  his  valuable  collection, 
among  which  I  found  all  the  first  editions."  In 
another  place  we  find — "  From  Mr.  Malone,  from 
whose  historical  account  of  the  English  stage — one 
of  the  most  instructive  essays  that  ever  appeared 
on  the  subject — many  of  these  notices  are  taken." 

In  this  year  (1803)  lie  appears  to  have  found  con- 
stant accumulations  from  book-marts  to  be  either 
inconvenient  to  his  shelves,  or  unnecessary  for  such 
purposes  as  he  had  in  view.  From  a  purchaser, 
therefore,  he  became  a  seller.  In  one  of  Thorpe's 
trading  announcements  (1841),  there  is  the  following 
insertion : — "  Catalogue  of  a  collection  of  English 
poetry,  &c.,  part  of  the  library  of  Edmond  Malone; 
sold  by  Mr.  King;  h.  b.  neat,  scarce,  5*.  1803." 
Many  of  the  articles  were,  no  doubt,  duplicates ;  or 
portions  of  the  refuse  with  which  literary,  like  other 
diamonds,  are  often  intermixed. 

Particulars  of  the  insurrection  in  Ireland  in  July 
created  momentary  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  his 
family.  But  these  were  soon  dispelled  by  corre- 
spondents in  Dublin.  Never  did  discontent  take  the 
field  with  less  of  wisdom  than  in  this  wrong-headed 
and  wicked  afi'air.  The  intellect  of  Ireland  most 
assuredly  lies  not  among  her  rebellious  sons ;  for  not 
one  of  the  number  has  shown  himself  of  the  slightest 
capacity  as  a  leader ;  and  happily  for  her  that  it  is 
so,  and  that  it  may  never  be  otherwise. 

In  1804  his  sister  Catherine,  after  a  visit  to  Queen 
Anne  Street,  proceeded  on  an  excursion  to  Scotland 
in  search  of  an  imprudent  lady-friend  who  had  failed 
to  manage  her  own  affairs  in  the  most  prudent  way. 


Kind  advice  and  active  assistance  appear  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  brother  and  sister.  Money  is  trans- 
mitted by  both ;  and  as  a  small  mark  of  delicate 
attention  to  the  wants  of  a  lady,  he  sallied  forth  him- 
self in  search  of  the  most  expensive  tea  and  coffee  to 
be  found  in  London  to  forward  to  tlie  same  quarter. 

During  her  absence  (July)  he  made  a  journey  to 
Cambridge,  in  pursuit  of  old  books  and  papers — dined 
out  four  days  in  the  week — was  busied  in  daily  re- 
searches from  nine  till  four  o'clock — is  on  the  wholo 
pretty  well  satisfied  though  certain  papers  evaded  his 
vigilance — and  means  to  visit  Mr.  Bindley  to  talk 
over  his  discoveries.  Has  bad  a  dinner-party  or  two 
— dines  with  the  Windhams ;  with  Lord  Cowper, 
though  unwell;  with  Sir  W.  Scott;  and  from  the 
former,  "  went  in  the  evening  with  Mrs,  Crewe  to 
Holland  House — a  fine  piece  of  antiquity  in  its  way, 
but  much  in  want  of  the  expenditure  of  five  or  six 
thousand  pounds  to  make  it  a  really  handsome 
I  antique." 

In  August  he  writes  again,  but  with  an  eye  to 
t  btmneJts.  Thanks  "  Kate  "  tor  a  promised  letter  of 
L  Congrevc,  and  desires  her  to  ask  Lady  Clark  for 
[  copies  of  others  in  possession  of  the  Duchess  of  Buc- 
l  cleugh.  "  They  will  add  to  tny  literary  stores,  and  I 
h  may  extract  some  good  out  of  them." 

■'  Yesterday,"  he  adds — and  even  in  the  anecdote 
I  we   see    Shakspeare    and    the   drama   prominent   in 
thought,    while    that   of    Mr.   Windham    is   no    less 
strongly  characteristic  —  "I   dined  with    the  Wind- 
hams  at  Mr.  Woodford's,  at  Vauxball.     There  was 
la  rowing-match  on  the  Thames  for  a  prize  left  by 
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Windham,  being'  bred 


atEufl 


riM 
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19  a  great  swimmer  and  rower,  and  nccessarilT  mueh 
interested  in  the  contest.  We  Mt  for  an  hour  in  a 
boat  under  one  of  the  arches  of  Westminster  Bric^ 
awaiting  the  contending  parties,  who  no  sooner  i 
peared  than  he  dashed  in  among  a  hundred  boati 
shonting,  splashing,  and  pulling  about  to  keep  pace 
for  a  moment  with  the  rivals.  Afterwards,  while 
crossing  to  Vauxhall,  we  found  one  of  the  defeated 
men,  overcome  by  the  event,  sitting  with  his  head 
upon  his  knees  in  an  agony  of  tears.  He  was  frod 
Bankside,  where  Shakspeare's  plays  used  to  be  actodj 
and  his  name  was  StiH,  the  same  as  that  of  the  autbi 
of  the  first  English  comedy  ever  written — so  w 
doubly  interesting  to  me.  We  gave  him  half-crow 
— all  the  comfort  we  could.  It  was  delightful  to  s 
what  interest  W{indham)  took  in  the  sport,  to  ppi 
vent  obstruction  or  interference  with  the  boats  t 
gaged,  totally  regardless  of  the  safety  of  his  own." 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  he  again  becaoM 
affected  with  intense  burning  pain  in  the  nerves  ( 
the  arm,  shoulder,  and  side.  His  eyes  were  givii|| 
way  to  labours  upon  old  and  minute  penmanship 
and  sleep  had  nearly  deserted  him.  These  ills  1 
believed  were  caught  in  work ;  that  is,  in  profia 
perspirations  caused  by  long  walks  to  Stationers'  Ilal 
to  copy  their  hooks  in  rooms  not  often  aired  < 
tenanted.  But  he  made  light  of  all  personal  ills, . 
usual,  to  his  sister.  Convalescence  came  in  abo< 
two  or  three  months ;  and  then  he  tells  of  his  vi 
tors,  Lord  Cowpcr,  Luttrcll,  Metcalf,  Windha] 
Dr.  Bumey  and  his  son  Charles,  Bindley,  Galdwd 
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uid  Others,  either  dining  with  them  or  they  with 
him.  Their  talk  even  alleviated  twinges  which  Drs. 
Hebcrden,  Blane,  and  Sir  James  Earle  assailed  in 
vain. 

His  eistorg,  however,  had  becomo  uneasy.  His 
health  continued  indifferent,  his  spirits  deprossod, 
and  the  constant  presence  of  a  friend,  in  whom  they 
could  all  place  implicit  confidence,  seemed  the  only 
mode  of  allaying  their  apprehensions.  With  this 
view,  a  protege  of  the  family,  the  Rev.  J.  Jephson, 
was  summoned  from  Westnieath  to  London,  who 
sketches  for  his  wife  a  few  notices  of  the  scene. 

I  intended  you  (May  3)  .1  long  letter  to-day,  but  Lord 
Sunderlin  and  Luttrell  both  called,  and  occupied  me  some 
hours ;  and  thoa  Mr.  M.  (Malone)  and  I  sat  down  to  books, 
papers,  and  criticismj  whicli  wo  bave  barely  left  within  half 
an  hour  of  the  post  going  out. 

He  then  mentions,  as  indicative  of  their  studies, 
having  solved  a  passage  in  Valeriug  Maxhmis  which 
had  defeated  Malone,  Windham,  Luttrell,*  and 
others. 

■  Of  thi«  gentlemwi,  once  well  known  in  the  liigber  cirdea  of  London 
life,  little  has  been  made  imblic.  Itut  a.n  eminent  literary  friend  lavoure 
me  with  the  following  notice : — 

"  Luttrell  1  knew  well.  He  was  the  mLlural  son  of  a  noblemui,  Lord 
C;  s*t  in  the  Iri»h  PaTliamcDt  nben  a  young  man  \  and  subiieqitently  waa 
KQt  to  the  Weat  Indiea  by  \m  bther,  to  manage  cttates  there.  He  soon 
found  himself  fit  for  a  )Brg«r  sphere.  On  returning  to  England,  he 
fband  an  introduction  to  the  c«iebrat«d  Duchess  of  Devonshire — was 
cooitantlf  Bt  her  particR,  and  at  all  other  ftshionable  assemblies  of  those 
days,  waa  admired  as  a  lively  and  intelli^nt,  if  not  brilliant  talker.  Nor 
was  he  Icbs  a  faTOurilc  with  those  of  the  next  generation.  Indeed,  he 
continued  to  vi^t  in,  and  be  ndniircd  by,  the  very  highest  society  ia 
London  till  illncM  compelled  him  to  stay  at  home.  He  died,  if  I  mistake 
not,  about  a  year  before  Rogers,  lie  was  twice  married;  by  the  first 
vrife  be  had  a  son ;  the  )iecond  wife,  more  advanced  in  life,  proved  an 
excellent  mate  in  his  last  itlneas.  Tbough  be  published  two  poems  of 
eonsiderahle  merit — Lelterf  tn  Julin  and  Crodtford  Itoime, — he  wis,  and 
I  believe  vriahed  to  be  thought,  a  man  of  fitsbioa,  of  attnctlTe  conrenn- 
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y  reasons  flri 


Tho  Malonea  urge  my  stay — bat  listen  to  my 
not  protracting  it  as  much  as  they  wiah.  I  dine  to-day  with 
Lord  Siuiderliii.  The  laiUes  jmt  nie  dorni  at  night  on  their 
way  to  Lady  ClonmeU's. 

It  was  niy  intention  (May  6)  to  write  daily  to  yon,  but 
was  prevented  by  a  visitor,  who  occupied  the  only  time  I  had 
left.  I  dined  jeaterday  at  Lord  Sunderhn's;  Lnttrell  and_ 
Courtenay  were  ol'  the  party — bat  the  irreconcileable 
ferences  between  tbeir  notions  on  politics,  morals,  taste, 
and  those  of  Mr.  M.,  ratJier  diillified  the  day,  though  not 
gather. 

In  the  midst  of  much  discomfort,  he  gained  patiei 
to  endure  it  by  contrasting  with  his  own  the  ] 
tions  of  his  friend  Mr.  R.  M.  Jephson,  settled  i 
Gibraltar,  from  whom  accounts  were  at  this  tin 
received.  His  situation  was  indeed  deplorable.  Pa 
tilence  in  the  form  of  fever  had  visited  that  fortre 
and  made  liidoous  ravages  in  every  class  of  the  popi 
lation.  His  wife,  child,  brother,  and  many  intimat^ 
associates  perished  in  what  he  calls  "this  chamel 
house."     Even  a  dear  friend  (chief  medical  officer  4 

tional  powers,  rather  than  a  liierary  man.    Moore  consulted  him  about 

destroying  Uttoh's  autobiographj I  may  mention  that  he  hid 

a  had  temper:  ao  htd  Itogcrs;  and  they  were  ever  and  aiion  fullinf;  out. 
On  one  occasion  I  was  the  innocent  cause  of  a  dreadful  quarrel,  during 
which  they  used  such  language  to  each  other  as  none  couid  have  ex- 
pect«d  from  the  tips  of  two  men  who  had  associated  not  only  with  the 
highest  nobility,  but  with  kings  and  queens." 

In  Rogers'  Table  Talk,  Mr.  Dyce  quotes  the  old  poet  on  the  litci 
qnalificationa  of  this  gentleman.  "  Wliat  a  pity  it  is,"  said  he, 
Luttiell  pvcs  up  nearly  his  whole  time  to  persons  of  mere  fashi 
Everything  that  he  has  written  is  very  clever.  Are  you  acquainted  w 
his  epigram  on  bliss  Tree  (Mrs.  ItradsliBw)  ?  It  is  quite  a  little  G 
Uie:— 

"  '  On  this  Tree  when  a  Nightingale  settles  and  singt. 
The  Tree  will  return  her  m  good  as  she  brings.' 

Lnttrell  is  indeed  a  most  pleasant  companion.  None  of  the  1_ 
whom  I  meet  in  London  society  can  slide  in  a  brilliant  thing  with  1 
'readincsa  as  he  does." — p.  280,  third  edition. 
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•the  navy),  in  whose  house  he  and  his  family  took 
refuge  when  driven  by  despair  and  death  from  their 
own,  shared  the  general  fate.  No  scene  could  he 
•more  terrible.  So  indeed  the  medical  records  of  that 
time  amply  testify.  He  even  asks  for  death  at  the 
hand  of  Providence  ;  he  has  no  other  refuge  ;  is  alone 
in  the  world ;  carea  not  for  society  ;  children — boys, 
young  men — unfit  to  soothe  grief.  "  Women  alone 
fit  for  comforters  and  companions  on  such  occa- 
sions." Four  letters  of  this  description  within  a 
month,  filled  with  wailings,  disease,  and  death,  give 
a  melancholy  picture  of  deep  suffering,  little  short 
of  the  extremity  of  despair. 

Letters  and  literature,  as  usual,  deadened  the  sense 
of  his  own  personal  afflictions.  Two  of  the  former 
came  from  Gifford,  in  his  blandest  mood,  apolo- 
gizing for  the  author — infirmity  of  retaining  bor- 
rowed volumes  too  long ;  and  for  the  delays  of 
those  incurable  clogs  upon  their  labours,  nnpunctual 
printers.  The  first  of  these  (May  1805)  may  be 
given : — 

I  am  extrcmeiy  sorry  I  was  not  at  home  wlieii  you  did 
me  the  Lonoxir  to  cali — more  especially  as  1  was  anxiouE  to 
make  my  best  apologies  to  you  for  the  unconscionable  time  I 
have  detained  your  valuable  volumes.  One  plea  I  may  now 
offer,  wliicli  is,  that  I  was  desirous  of  bringing  you  a  set  of 
Massinger,  at  the  same  time  that  I  waited  upon  you  with  my 
best  thanks.  This  I  hoped  to  have  done  long  since ;  bnt  you 
who  have  had  somewhat  more  exj>erience  than  I  have,  need 
not  be  told  that  no  set  of  men  can  vie  with  printers  in  derang- 
ing the  most  confident  calculations — and  I  have  been  led  on 
from  month  to  month,  and  from  week  to  week- 
To-day,  however,  puts  a  termination  to  the  business ;  and 
as  soon  as  a  set  can  bo  made  up,  I  sliall  have  the  pleasure  of 
waiUng  on  you  with  it  aud  of  returning  your  little  coUectloua, 


wUA  I  way  tnij  s^hnc 

mda,  dnr  tir,  with  tka 

an  owmeat  friod  and  aerrsit.' 

A  fflon  th  aftonnrd,  the 
Ubonrer  for  firieadfy  waidarioaa : — **  Toa 
bare  girea  me  a  mme  shieere  or  a  nare 
pmof  of  }'oar  kindness  than  the  coirectiaiis  aad  mMi~ 
tiooi  which  Ton  traasmitted  in  toot  last  bvoor; 
of  bU  which  I  shall  be  most  anxioos  to  arail  mr- 
•elf.  .  .  .  ."  Ib  there  aajthing  peculiar  implied 
in  the  last  part  of  the  following  passage?  "It  (Mai- 
kin's  Almahide  and  Hamet)  b  in  nnr  poesesdon,  and 
very  much  at  your  service  ;  indeed,  I  would  send  it  to 
you,  but  I  am  without  a  servant — 

'Analady 
Mort  iocideu  tn wbtt  Jull  1  wy?"— " 

The  Bishop  of  Dromore,  Dr.  French  Laorence, 
Mr.  Sayers,  author  of  the  Life  of  Mortimer  (who 
writes  through   Mr.  Amyot),  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Dr. 

MaoscU,  Master  of  Trinity  Collie,  Cambridge,  and 
afteriFards  Bishop  of  Bristol,  plied  him  variously 
with  literary  inquiries,  or  answers,  as  the  case  might 
be.  To  the  latter  he  had  complained  of  some  accuser 
as  to  an  alleged  slip  of  the  pen,  and  receives  fi*om 
that  classical  church  dignitary  a  handsome  tcstimoDT 
to  the  general  merits  of  his  style.* 

*  "  Wlietfaer  you  wrote  dngulw  or  ctDgnliuii,  I  mHj  do  not  iceoUeet 
lint  thu  I  dn  IcDOw,  that  if  to  be  muter  at  will  of  every  classical  image 
and  (lentiment — if  to  write  Bimply,  purely,  and  with  the  very  propereat 
wordi  in  their  jilaccs^-atampi  Inc  beit  acquainlanoe  with  all  that  is  best 
and  worthy  in  what  ii  called  clamieiJ,  then  1  thinL  yuu  have  very  little 
Mcaalon  to  trouble  yourself  about  fifty  or  fire  hundred  lapttit  ntiami,  of 
which  no  man  is  more  guilty  tfaan  myaelt  and  unhappily  withoot  raeb 
•eta-ofl'.  ....  I  congrRtBlate  you  much  upon  the  acquiaitiiii)  of 
the  fint  edition  of  the  Vemu  and  Adonit,  aud  agree  with  ^ou  that 
nooMOf  this  Uod  could  ever  think  of  giving  nich  a  turn  to  their  M017." 


I 
I 


VENUS  AND    ADONIS."  283 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


Vtnut  and  Adonu  (ed.  \5S3)—Li/»  tij  ^AaAx/ii^arit— Bishop  Peroy— 
Notices  of  Walone,  bj  Rev.  J.  Jeph so o— Letter  to  his  Sister— Pam- 
phlet on  the  origin  of  The  Tempest — Parliamentary  Logic  and  Right 
Hon,  W.  G.  Hamilton— Thomas  Jloore  and  Kilkenny  TheatriMla— 
lUght  Hon.  W.  Windham. 

The  allusion  in  the  last  chapter  by  the  Bishop  to 
Venus  and  Adonis,  applied  to  a  new  Bhakspearian 
acquisition  made  by  his  editor.  In  the  little  volume 
itself,  now  in  the  Bodleian  (325),  wc  find  the  follow- 
ing memorandum : — 

"  Bought  of  Mr.  William  Ford,  bookseller,  in 
Manchester,  in  August,  1805,  at  the  enormous  price 
of  twenty-five  pounds. 

'  Many  years  ago,  I  said  that  I  had  no  doubt  an 
edition  of  Shakspeare's  Venus  and  Adonis  was  pub- 
lished in  1593;*  but  no  copy  of  that  edition  was 
discovered  in  the  long  period  that  has  elapsed  since 
my  first  notice  of  it,  nor  is  any  other  copy  of  1593 
but  the  present  known  to  exist. 

"  E.  Malone." 

In  December,  he  writes  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Daven- 
port, of  Stratford,  of  the  new  edition,  "  in  twenty- 
threo  volumes,  royal  octavo,"  flitting  before  his  san- 

'  In  the  edition  of  Shakapeare  (1790)  he  fancied  the  firel  edition  was 
ISM,  though  entered  at  Stationers'  Hall  1393. 
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gmae  hopes,  and  of  which  Shakapeare's  Li/e  b  to  tofm 
an  important  part ;  bat  the  stabbom  rolomes  re- 
qtiired  eren  more  than  the  Btobborn  labour  he  giTe 
them  to  start  into  active  existence. 

"  I  hare  stil]  been  in  hopes  of  biii^ng  my  work 
to  a  conclusion,  bat  have  been  delared  br  a  thousand 
uoforeseen  conecqueDces.  .  .     If  I  can  but 

live  to  finish  it,  I  ^lall  think  nothing  of  the  labour. 
I  hope  to  pot  it  to  press  aboat  the  middle  of 
summer." 

Just  eleven  years  before  (I794)i  he  told  the  same 
friend  he  bad  been  almost  equally  sanguine  on  the 
£/ife  of  Shakspeare,  and  a  hint  is  dropped  as  if  some 
essential  discovery  in  his  history  had  been  made. 
"  One  half  of  it  was  written  and  fairly  transcribed  ; 
but  when  I  had  brought  him  to  the  door  of  the 
London  theatre,  a  fancy  struck  me  to  give  a  history 
of  the  prevailing  manners  of  the  English  world  when 

be  first  came  on  the  town My  plan 

will  have  the  advantage  of  novelty,  for  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  to  overturn  every  received  tradition 
reapecting  this  very  extraordinary  man." 

Another  friend,  Bishop  Percy,  reduced  to  blind- 
ness and  the  necessity  of  employing  a  friendly  pen,  is 
not  less  active  and  inquisitive  than  before.  Two 
hmg  letters  in  the  spring,  treat  of  Dean  Vincent 
and  the  Penplus  of  the  Erythrean ;  Bruce,  the 
traveller ;  a  Htiinit's  Meditations^  copied  by  him 
when  a  boy  though  the  author  continued  unknown ; 
Norton  Fulgate,  written  probably  in  ridicule  of 
Bcntley  ;  Malonc'a  obvious  advantage  over  Steevens 
as  to  Shakepeare's  convarsation ;  the  Society  of  An- 
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tiquaries ;  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  monument ;  the 
condition  of  the  Club  with  his  usual  Esto  perpetua  ; 
and  reply  to  a  proposal  from  Malone  to  have 
his  (the  Bishop's)  portrait  engraved.  Acquiescing 
in  tho  request,  it  was  forwarded  to  town  hy 
his  daughter  in  Northamptonshire.  The  Bishop 
adds  an  Anglo-Iricism  considering  his  complaint, 
*'  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  see  there  are  no  mis- 
takes in  the  narrative" — stating  that  several  had 
crept  into  some  notes  of  Dr.  Anderson  printed  in 
Edinburgh.  This  engraving  and  memoir,  under 
Malone's  inspection,  were  meant  for  an  edition  of 
the  Reliques. 

In  the  following  year  (I8O6)  the  print  was  com- 
pleted, and  gave  satisfaction  to  the  Bishop's  Irish 
friends.  To  Malone  he  wrote  as  usual,  in  that  tone 
of  apologj-  always  employed  in  adverting  to  a  work 
the  introduction  of  which,  to  literary  life,  required 
no  apology,  and  which,  in  fact,  forms  the  basis  of 
his  literary  reputation.  "  The  Bishop  cannot  see 
the  print,  but  his  friends  think  it  is  neatly  engraved. 
Not  having  tho  picture  to  compare  it  with,  they 
cannot  judge  of  its  fidelity.  He  cannot  by  any 
means  think  that  such  a  solemn  figure  is  fit  to  be 
prefixed  to  the  sportive  subjects  of  the  Reliques — 
the  gay  amusements  of  early  youth,  of  which  he 
is  now  frequently  reproached  by  his  brethren  and 
other  serious  persons." 

In  the  beginning  of  winter,  renewed  apprehensions 
of  their  brother's  condition  prevailed  in  the  Baron- 
ston  family.  Ilis  health  became  unsatisfactory,  exer- 
cise was  discontinued,  and  his  spirits  depressed.    A 
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cheerful  companioo  and  counsellor  was  again  sought 
ID  their  reverend  friend  (Jephsun)  from  Westmeath| 
whose  spirits  were  as  cheerful  as  his  personal  attach- 
ments were  sincere.  He  was  therefore  again  sum* 
moned  to  London,  and  gives  his  wife  as  before, 
some  lively  notices  of  the  incidents  of  his  stav  : — ■ 

I  sit  down  (November  4tli,  1805)  to  write  my  dearest  girl 

an  account  of  myself  iti  Mr.  M.'s  study,  after  having  sent  off 

u  Spencer*   without  much  difficulty  to   Uockston  (n 

'  where  she  is  to  be  received  in  an  excellent  eetabligbment  ftff 
persons  in  her  situation.  I  tliink  I  am  of  use  to  Mr.  M.|  ant ' 
if  SO)  my  whole  object  has  been  attained.  I  have  hitherto 
never  stirred  from  him,  and  to-morrow  night  am  to  be  in  the 

house Loudon  looks,  for  tbat  ts  all  I  shall  st 

of  it,  as  cheerful,  gay,  and  riant  as  possible. 

Whether  Luttrell  be  yet  in  town  or  not,  I  huow  not 
dine  to-day  with  Mr.  M.,  Mr.  Plumptroe,  a  Cantab,  and  I 
believe  young  Boswell.  Now  for  my  journey.  It  was  ridi- 
culous enough  during  my  Italian  mania  that  I  found  myself 
placed  in  tlie  coach  at  Holyhead,  next  toa  nativo  of  Tuscany, 
of  most  agreeable  manners,  so  that  in  walking  up  and  down 
the  Welsh  bills,  I  bad  plenty  of  pronunciation,  idiom,  and  thf 

t  uialogy  and  philosophy  of  languages,  which  you  know  is 

I  Innch  to  my  taste 

November  \9fA. — I  had  this  morning  packed  up  ' 
greater  part  of  my  things,  and  with  an  impatient  heart « 
getting  ready  for  the  Shrewsbury  coach,  which  sets  off  at 
three  o'clock  tJiis  day,  when  I  received  a  letter  front  Mias  C. 
Malone,  so  earnestly  recommending  my  further  stay,  that  % 
was  staggered  in  my  resolution,  and  upon  showing  my  \tAUX 
to  Mr.  M.,  and  pressing  him  to  know  how  he  folt  upon  the 
subject,  the  result  is  that  I  must  submit  to  a  little  furthoF 
absence  irom  my  dearest  of  dear  girls. 

Though  Miss  Malone,  naturally  enough,    is  more  appre* 

*  Daughter,  it  is  supposed,  of  a  former  acquainbuice,  alluded  to  bj 
Mr.  Metcitfe  in  a  tetter  from  DrightoD,  and  now  believed  to  bttTe  been 
tbniira  on  the  fauaunity  of  Malone. 
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faensive  for  her  brother'^  spirits  than  happily  she  need  be,  I 
now  find  that  my  presence  for  a.  little  while  longer  is  more 
material  than  Mr.  M."s  extremt?  delicacy  suffered  me  to 
imagine  before,  and  1  shall  therefore  mitigate  my  impatience 
to  be  with  you  again  by  reflecting  that  I  am  acting  at  once 
more  rightly  and  beneficially  to  the  beat  of  friends.  And 
now,  my  love,  that  I  am  disappointed  of  telling  you  myself  all 
that  I  Irnve  aeen  and  done  so  soon  as  1  expected,  I  will  write 
in  continuation  what  I  hoped  to  have  related  with  the  inter- 
ruption of  a  thousand  kisses.  You  know  to  whom  my  whole 
heart  belongs,  and  you  shall  have  the  rummaging  of  your 
own  property,  and  look,  as  you  have  a  right  to  do,  into  every 
comer  of  it. 

To  hegui  witli  my  reception  by  Mr.  M.,  I  found  him  in 
his  study  at  about  eight  o'clock ;  his  manner  was  kind,  but 
not  remarkably  warm.  After  a  little  conversation  he  told  me 
that  he  began  to  smell  a  rat — and  that  I  had  been  sent  over 
by  the  Baronston  lord  and  ladies.  I  assured  him  that  was 
not  the  case,  but  did  not  tell  him  exactly  that  I  had  come  to 
help  him,  not  liking  to  place  him  under  an  obligation,  and 
quite  satisfied  with  conversing  and  drawing  off  his  thoughts 
from  melancholy  objects.  A  few  days  after  he  received  a 
letter  from  Miss  C.  (Catherine  MaJone).  1  came  into  the 
room,  wheu  he  seized  my  hand,  and  rated  me  for  not  telling 
him  how  much  he  was  my  debtor.  This  you  see  Wb«  at 
once  the  best  and  most  agreeable  way  of  our  coming  to  a 
right  understanding;  and  the  greatest  possible  degiee  of 
cordiality  and  confidence  immediaiely  commenced,  which  has 
increased  with  uniformly  accelerated  motion  ever  since. 

Our  first  company  was  a  very  lively  Mr.  Boswell,  and 
Mr.  Plomptree,  a  Cambridge  author.  The  first  business  I  set 
about  was  collecting  materials  for  my  uncle's  life,*  and  the 
opportunity,  which  will  not  recur,  proved  such  a  stimulus  tliat, 
uded  by  Mr.  M.'s  zeal,  I  have  sncceeded  in  point  of  dates 
and  events  completely  to  my  wish.  I  soon  saw  Mr.  Courtenayt 
and,  added  to  a  good  deal  of  amusement  from  liia  conversation, 

*  Capbiin  (or  Mr.)  Robert  Jcpiuon,  the  dramatiBt,  who  ba*  bew 
alreadjr  iatrodnced  to  tbe  reader,  and  died  in  IW)3 
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sucked  out  of  him  something  for  my  Life,  together  with  tlw 
promise  of  a  very  interesting  letter,  relative  to  Mr.  Burke 
and  my  uncle,  wliit-li  will  greatly  enrich  niy  volimie.  The 
Trafalgar  victory,  and  the  death  of  Lord  Nelson,  occupied 
every  one,  and  I  had  the  jileaanre  of  talking  it  over  with 
Air.  Trevor,  late  itnibassador  at  Turin,  who  knows  all  con- 
tinental business,  and  llic  pi-ubable  effects  of  our  naval  success 
upon  them,  as  nell  as  any  man  in  England. 

In  a  day  or  two  after  Luttreii  arrived  from  Lord  Egre- 
mont'a  with  Lord  Cowpcr.  He  ran  to  me  in  an  absolute 
ecstasy;  next  morning  introduced  me  to  Lord  C,  whom  I 
hke  better,  I  think,  than  any  one  I  ever  met  upon  a  short 
acquaintance.  Luttreii  dined  next  day  with  Mr.  Malone; 
and  the  day  but  one  after,  gave  a  dinner  to  Lord  C, 
Mr.  M.  and  myself.  It  was  absolutely  delightful ;  and  we 
sat  till  near  twt-lve  in  a  [wrpetual  talk,  and  of  the  best 
kind.  You  cannot  often,  ray  dearest  Anne,  see  such  men  as 
Ijord  C,  but  I  am  a  little  out  of  luck  about  him.  He  lias 
lately  married  Lord  Melbourne's  daughter,  and  is  fitting  upf 
his  house,  residing  till  it  is  finished  with  Lord  Melbourne. 
He  lamented  over  and  over  again  this  circumstance,  which 
prevented  him  giWng  me  certain  dinnen,  wliich  he  assures 
me  are  at  my  service  whenever  I  come  again  to  London. 
Lord  Melbourne's  house  was  inaccessible,  on  account  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who  lived  there  all  the  time  Lord  C.  staid 
in  town,  and  must  not  hnve  new  personages  to  dine  with 
him.  I  should  otherwise,  I  believe,  Iiave  had  an  mtrie 
here.  Lord  C,  Luttreii,  and  I,  however,  had  a  long  and 
very  pleasant  walk  to  Kensington,  and  consequently  a  lot  of 
talking. 

I  liave  been  twice  to  the  play;  once  because  Mr.  M. 
passed  the  evening  abroad.  It  was  at  Drury  Lane,  a  new 
play,  dreadfully  bad — T/ie  Prior  Claim;  but  Bannister  verj' 
diverting  in  MoIif;re'3  M^decin  Malgre  Ltti.  The  next  was  to 
hear  Braham.  I  was  delighti'd  with  him  and  Storace.  He  \i 
in  appearance  so  like  Harvey  Daniel,  that  I  was  thinking 
myself  every  moment  at  New  Forest,  I  have  not  been  at 
tho  Opera,  but  will  give  you  a  variety  of  reasons  for  not 
doing  what  you  destre,  beginning  with  the  last,  namely,  that 
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tbcre  will  be  no  more  till  January.  Luttrell  ami  I  cliose  you 
a  few  musical  things. 

The  day  before  yestei-day  Ml-.  M.  and  I  WL'nt  to  Hoxton 
and  sat  with  poor  Miss  S.  for  half  aa  hour.  She  is  much 
better,  liut  still  evidently  deranged ;  alio  kissed  us  both  on 
our  going  away.  Yesterday  Mr.  Windham  came  to  town. 
He  dined  with  us  and  sat  all  the  evening.  We  had  a  great 
deal  of  conversation  togctlicr  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind, — 
to  mo  extremely  flattering  on  his  part.  I  was  to  have  dined 
to-day  with  Mr.  Ward,  Lord  Dudley's  son,  and  to  liave  met 
Mr.  Spencer,  the  author,  but  my  pro])osed  departure  prevented 
it.  He  is  the  liveUest  man  I  ever  met,  and  ive  liarmoni/ed 
amazingly  one  evening  at  Luttreir.s.  I  must  tell  it  in  my 
dearest  dear's  ear,  that  my  reception  here  witli  these  sort  of 
people  has  been  uniformly  so  flattering,  and  no  favourable, 
aa  to  astonish  even  my  vanity.  Lord  C.  called  upon  me 
while  1  was  out,  and  spoke  of  ine  most  ludicrously  well  to 
Mr.  M. 

I  have  dined  twice  with  Dr.  Hume  and  Anacreon  Moore. 
Once  I  brought  Mr.  Malono  at  his  desire.  I  like  liis  wife 
mucL,  and  Moore  without  bounds.  Once  also  with  Wood- 
ward, where  I  met  Lord  Mountcashel!  hot  front  Germany. 

After  an  impassioned  passa^'o  uf  affection  to  his 
wife,  Mr.  Jephson  again  writes: — 


Novetttber  3Qth. — You  are  right  in  your  opinion  of  Mr. 
M.'b  muid,  and  of  the  excellence  of  his  heart.  His  kindness 
to  me  is  imbounded,  and  the  unqualified  confidence  in  which 
we  live  together,  with  our  m.any  hours  of  talk  which  our 
mode  of  life  induces,  have  certainly  strengthened  those  bonds 
of  amity  that  before  subsisted  between  us. 

To  return  to  ray  journalier  actoiuit  of  myself.  We  dinetl 
A  few  days  since  with  Mr.  Mctcalf.  He  is  principally  re- 
markable for  La  cuisine  douce,  of  which  we  certainly  had  a 
Tery  good  example.    A  Mr.  Croinle,  formerly  Stewai-d  of  the 

I  Household  to  Lord  Carlisle  when  Lonl-Lientenant  of  Ireland. 

I  was  the  only  stranger.     He  seemed  to  me  a  i>erfect  model  of 
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tliat  species  of  man  which  is  formed  by  excInUTe  hmbitodM 
with  tlie  verr  liighest  ranks  of  society,  operatii^  npoD  i 
mind  rerj  moderately  qualified  by  nature.  He  is,  as  Sbak- 
speare  expresses  it,  "  a  man  of  most  soh  society',*  and  m^lil 
be  well  admioistn^d  as  a  sedaiire  to  irritable  oerves,  without 
anything  of  those  angular  manners  and  nngracefiil  abrupt- 
nesses that  give  me  the  sensation  of  jolting  at  every  stepi 
Compared  to  his  host,  ]Mr.  Metcalf,  he  was  as  a  weU-inmg, 
double-springed  coach  to  the  wheel  part  of  a  jaantiDg  car 
without  springs.  We  were  jilaced  together  at  tabl^  and  had 
a  great  deal  of  intercourse.  I  think  1  have  a  sort  of  advan- 
tage from  taking  all  manner  of  things  in  their  on'n  way,  nol 
wilfiilly  excluding  all  pleaatire  but  such  as  cornea  in  sodi 
a  particular  shape. 

The  day  before  yesterday  Mr.  Coortonay  and  Mr.  Wind- 
ham dined  lierc,  or  rather,  the  latter  came  in  after  dinner 
and  drank  wine.  He  brought  an  account  of  Bonaparte^ 
arrival  at  Vienna,  the  probable  death  of  the  archduke,  and 
seemed  really  depressed  upon  public  affiurs.  Ho  wotdd 
hardly  allow  mc  to  state  Trafalgar  as  a  good  set  off,  accord- 
ing to  the  legal  phra^te. 

Were  not  you  diverted,  dearest,  to  sec  me  uLaking  a  figure 
in  the  fashionable  intelligence  of  a  London  newspaper?  Who 
informed  the  public  of  so  important  an  event  as  my  visit  to 
Mr.  Malone,  I  cannot  guess ;  but  there  1  was,  to  my  own 
great  surprise  and  amasement.  I  feel  extremely  obliged  to 
Miss  C.  Malone  for  lier  good-nature  to  me,  and  still  more  for 
her  kindness  to  you.  She  rates  much  too  highly  my  attempt 
to  be  of  use  to  the  best  aud  moat  affectionate  of  friends ;  but 
that  overrating  is  a  further  cause  of  gratitude  on  mj  par^ 
which  I  moat  sincerely  feel. 

Mr.  M.  begins  to  talk  rather  peremptorily  of  sending  me 
away  during  the  next  light  nights.  I  shall  not  at  this  moment 
directly  oppose  him,  but  certainly  shall  not  leave  him  till 
I  am  quite  convinced  that  he  really  wishes  it.  S.  S,"  is  a 
great  deal  better.  A  Miss  Lcgard,  a  fritnd  of  hers,  saw  her 
the  day  before  yesterday,  and  says  that  slie  thinks  her  quite 

•  The  My  who  hwl  been  placed  at  Hoxlon. 
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Well.     I  know  that  this  appearance  is  fallacious,  and  liave 
tried  to  instil  that  opinion  into   Mr.  M.  that  he  would  do 

,  oothing  without  precise  directions  fi'om  Dr.   Willis.      We 

\  shall  go  to  see  her  togetlier  on  Monday  next. 

An  advertisement  of  a  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson  written 
by  himself  drew  attention  from  the  Dublin  critics  as 
a  probable  forgery.  Malone,  as  an  authority,  was  ap- 
pealed to  by  two  or  three  of  the  number ;  and  he 
ascertained  it  to  be  that  juvenile  sketch  which  is  now 
admitted  to  be  authentic. 

Dr.  Kearney  again  enters  upon  Shakspeariau  criti- 
cism, deeming  tlie  Poet,  the  more  ho  read  hini,  to 
rise  higher  and  higher  in  mind. 

When  I  read  Iiim  (Sliaksiieare),  I  think  that  I  find  many 
deep  and  philosophical  maxima  which,  if  they  were  prosaically 
expressed  and  incorporated  in  tlie  writings  of  the  severest 
masters  of  reason,  even  in  Bacon,  would  appear  to  be  the  pro- 
foundest  and  bciat  established  observations.  ...  I  do  not 
mean  remarks  on  manners,  &c.,  which  might  be  expected  in 
the  writings  of  a  man  engaged  in  the  world,  bat  such  as 
might  offer  themselves  to  a  stadJona,  contemplatire  mind, 
absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  subjects  uf  sdeace." 

*  AmoQg  numberless  others,  perhaps  the  followiag  passages  may  sap- 
■:jort  my  notion  (edition  1 703)  :— 

"ThesenMof  death,"  JfMfure/orJfeniwvT,  act  iii.  scene  1,  p.  :1TI. 

"  Nature  ia  better  made,"  Winler't  TaU,  act  iv.  Bcene  3,  p.  123. 

"  Ob,  vanity  of  ackness,"  &c.,  King  John,  act  v.  scene  7,  p.  ITS. 

"Before  the  caring,"  Ac-,  iCiiig- JoAh,  «liii.  scene  4,  p.  113. 

"  All  things  that  are,"  Merchant  uf  Vrnicc,  act  ii.  scene  6,  p.  444. 

"  Each  nibetance  of  a  grief,"  Rkhnnl  II.,  act  ii.  scene  a,  p.  247. 

"For  if  OUT  virtnes,"  &c.,  Meiuurefor  JUearurttaet  i.  scene  1,  p.  189. 

"Too  subtle,"  &c.,  Troilua  mid  Cretiida,  act  iii.  scene  2,  p.  821. 

"  The  lieavena  themseh-es,  Troilm  aiut  Creuida,  act  i.  scene  3,  p,  852. 

"  Who  can  hold,"  &c.,  Ki>^  Richard  11^  wX  ii.  scene  S,  p.  Q32. 

"  Reason  not  the  need,"  &c,,  Zear,  act  ii.  scene  12,  p.  134. 

"  Impediments  in  Fancy's  way,"  AlVt  TFpW,  act  v,  scene  3,  p.  36.1. 

Idany  more  will  pnwcut  themselves  t»  you. 
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Toward  the  end  of  1806,  a  visit  from  liU  friend 
Jephson  and  family  from  Gibraltar,  deranged  the 
systematic  quietude  of  an  old  bachelor.  "  My  whole 
time,"  he  writes,  "  has  been  taken  up.  Shakspeare  is 
at  a  stand.  On  his  account  alone,  I  shall  not  be 
sorry  when  they  arc  settled  in  tlieir  own  house. 
However,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reflecting  that 
though  inconvenient  in  housekeeping  details,  I  have 
done  a  kind  thing." 

"  I  am  still,"  he  writes  again  to  his  elder  sister,  "  as 
you  sec,  in  town,  though  I.  had  thought  of  going  to 
Taplow  Court  for  a  few  days.  Lady  Thomond*  is  a 
good  deal  here,  attending  her  aunt,  who  is  very  ill  and 
HOC  likely  to  live  long.  Lord  Thomond  is  uneasy 
without  her  society,  so  she  docs  as  well  as  she  can, 
going  to  and  fro  occasionally.  This  matter  might  be 
adjusted  by  removing  Mrs.  Reynolds  to  the  country, 
were  she  not  confined  to  bed,  and  near  eighty  years 
old.  However,  if  I  find  Lord  Thomond  at  home  the 
latter  end  of  next  week,  1  believe  I  shall  then  go  to 
them. 

"  The  Windhams  are  still  in  town,  but  are  posi- 
tively to  set  off  for  his  house  in  Norfolk  next  Monday. 
I  dined  with  them  twice  this  week.  As  usual,  old 
Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  who  is  grown  quite  foolish,  was 
there,  and  tiresome  enough.  I  met  there  the  two 
Miss  Bcrrys,  renewed  our  acquaintance,  and  dined 
with  them  and  their  father  in  North  Audley  Street 
last  week.  They  have  a  pretty  little  place  in  the 
country,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  which  Lord 
Or  ford  gave  them,  called  little  Strawberry  Hill ; 
*  Niece  to  Sir  Joshua  RejiioldR. 
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and  they  pressed  me  much  to  visit  them  there.  So 
has  their  neighbour,  Mrs.  Damer,  of  f^reat  Straw- 
berry Hill.    But  I  am  a  wretched  visitor." 

Frequent  remonstrances  came  from  friends  upon 
the  undue  labours  given  to  his  eyes.  Lord  Charle- 
mout,  who  suflFered  from  similar  infirmity,  often  re- 
monstrated with  him.  "Five  hours  a  day  employed  in 
transcribing  from  obscuru  manuscripts  !  How  in  the 
name  of  wonder  do  your  eyes  hold  out?"  His  sisters 
often  ask  the  same  question,  intermingled  with  sisterly 
exhortations  to  amend ;  but  the  species  of  recreation 
given  them  seems  pretty  much  akin  to  work.  **  I 
have  not  pressed  them  hard  these  three  weeks,  for 
I  have  been  almost  daily  at  a  book  auction,  the 
library  of  Mr.  Keed,  the  last  Shakspcarian  except 
myself,  where  mv  purse  has  been  drained  as  usual. 
But  what  I  have  purchased  are  chiefly  books  of  my 
own  trade.  There  is  hardly  a  library  of  this  kind 
now  left,  except  my  own  and  Mr.  Bindley 's,  neither  of 
us  having  the  least  desire  to  succeed  the  other  in  his 
jreculiar  species  of  literary  wealth." 

While  in  search  of  the  publications  of  the  ago  of 
Elizabeth,  he  discovered  some  tracts  connected  with 
the  settlement  of  the  colony  of  Virginia.  These  on 
further  consideration  led  to  the  belief  of  their  bearing 
upon  a  curious  Shakspearian  question — the  origin  of 
the  play  of  Tim  Tempest — ^in  the  shipwreck  of  Sir 
George  Somers  and  Sir  Thomas  Gates  on  the  Ber- 
muda Islands  in  a  violent  storm.  This  impression 
became  at  length  conviction.  A  paper  was  drawn  up 
embodying  the  circumstances,  with  extracts  from  one 
of  the  pamphlets  alluded  to,  which  were  shown  at  the 
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time  to  a  literarj-  friend  whom  he  does  not  name,  who 
fully  participated  in  the  opinion. 

This  discover;'  he  deemed  to  be  exclusively  his  own. 
It  was  therefore  hoarded  for  the  long-promised  second 
edition  of  the  Poet ;  but  just  at  this  moment  the  pub- 
lication of  Mr.  Douce's  Ilhtst rations  disclosed  that  he 
also  had  arrived  at  a  similar  conclusion.  No  time  was 
to  be  lost  in  announcing-  through  the  press  his  claim 
to  originality.*  The  tract  was  therefore  printed  early 
in  January,  1808,  and  all  honour  paid  in  it  to  "the 
learned  and  ingenious  critic  "  who  had  thus  acciden- 
tally  preceded  him.  Copies,  however,  were  still  with- 
held from  the  public.  That  to  Lord  SunderHn,  now 
before  me,  and  others  also  have  this  intimation  on 
the  fly-leaf;  "  It  is  requested  that  this  pamphlet  may 
not  be  inadvertently  put  into  the  hands  of  persons 
who  may  be  likely  to  publish  any  part  of  it."  It  did, 
however,  eventually  transpire.  From  some  misappre- 
hension of  Archdeacon  Nares,  a  review  of  it  appeared 
in  the  British  Critic  in  the  following  year  in  confor- 
mity, as  erroneously  supposed,  with  the  wishes  of  the 
author,  which  produced  two  or  three  letters  of  amica- 
ble explanation  between  the  parties,  though  Narea  was 
declared  to  be  wrong  in  giving  part  of  the  merit  of 
the  discovery  to  Capell. 

This  essay  proved  a  momentaiT  diversion  from 
another  subject.  In  1 796  he  had  lost  his  friend  Mr. 
William  Gerard  Hamilton,  who  had  acquired  during 
life  high  private  repute  with  apparently  little  labour. 

*  Malone  ngsigned  tbe  date  of  the  Tempct  lo  1611;  recently  Mr. 
JoKph  Hunter  believes  that  na  earlier  date  laaj  be  assigned  to  the 
Tetnpetl,  perhaps  1696  or  1 S97 ;  but  other  authoriliec  Mf  certainly  not 
tillafterlSOa,  and  more  probably  not  till  1611,  the  time  Mated  by  Malone. 
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Among  many  of  his  manuscript  remains  sultmitted  to 
Malone,  one  only  appeared  fit  for  the  press,  Par- 
liamentary  Log-kk,  To  this  were  added  a  few  poetical 
pieces  printed  after  leaving-  college ;  and  a  short 
notice  by  Dr.  Johnson  of  the  corn-laws  of  that  day 
(1767),  which  had  been  found  in  liia  own  hand- 
writing among  Hamilton's  papers.* 

Malone  edited  these,  and  was  constitutionally  fitted 
for  an  editor — for  his  friendships  survived  his  friends. 
He  was  proud  of  their  names  and  their  remains  being 
equally  remembered.  He  and  the  deceased  had  tra- 
velled down  the  hill  of  life  together  without  finding 
cause  to  part  company  by  the  way.  They  valued  each 
other,  were  in  habits  of  intercourse,  visited  in  the 
same  circles — that  is,  the  beat  informed  societies  in 
liondon, — and  he  wished  now  to  test  whether  public 
opinion  would  stamp  as  sterling  that  reputation  which 
in  private  life  had  been  freely  awarded  him. 

Hamilton  was  oue  of  those  men  whose  history 
presents  some  anomalies  in  English  public  life,  not 
always  easy  to  reconcile.  Elsewhere  I  have  glanced 
at  the  earlier  portion  of  hia  career.  He  has  left  us 
little  of  himself  to  contemplate ;  and  if  the  portrait 
be  unsatisfactory,  the  fault  can  scarcely  be  laid  to  the 
cbarge  of  the  limner. 

•  Bosirell,  in  one  of  hw  letters  to  Malone,  written  just  before  the  pnb- 
tieation  of  Johnson's  lifij,  thus  writes  of  Ilaniiltaii : — "  That  nervQiu 
mortal,  W.  G.  II.,  is  not  wtislied  with  some  particular*  tehich  I  wrote 
down  from  hU  omn  motilh,  and  is  so  much  agitated  that  Courtenay  haa 
persuaded  me  to  allow  a  new  edition  of  tbem  by  H.  himself,  to  be  made 
at  n.'s  ei[in;n5C."  On  this  Mr.  Croker  remarks — "Mr.  Hamilton's 
nervo'iTncu  increases  our  regret  at  not  being  able  to  penetrate  the  secret 
oTbis  political  traasactions  with  Johnson.  It  vita  clearly  something  that 
he  did  not,  like  to  reveal"  This,  however,  la  probably  an  error.  Xcwasmore 
likely  tempewmenl— a  nature  painfully  fastidious  about  small  tnalten. 


lie  was  clever;  and  no  ordinary  judge  of  clever- 
ness in  others.  He  sought  out  those  who  possessed 
it,  and  aimed  to  draw  around  and  secure  such  as  might 
be  employed  for  his  own  special  uses.  Accession  to 
office  in  the  Board  of  Trade  about  1755,  after  a 
popular  speech  or  two,  kept  him  for  five  years  after- 
wards silent.  An  Irish  sinecure  kept  him  equally 
tongue-tied  after  his  Teturn  from  office  in  that 
country  above  thirty  years  more.  Though  mute, 
he  contrived  to  retain  fame  as  an  orator.  Unknown 
to  the  press,  he  obtained  the  character  of  a  first- 
rate  writer  even  so  far  as  to  be  considered  "Junius" 
— no  one  could  tell  precisely  why, — yet  comparison 
with  that  writer  he  deemed  injurious  to  hia  own 
powers.  lie  claimed  to  be  a  statesman,  but  did 
nothing  and  attempted  nothing  common  to  the  cha- 
racter. In  private  life,  none  more  freely  discussed 
pubHc  affiiirs.  In  the  Senate  he  said  nothing.  None 
more  narrowly  watched  there  the  conduct  of  public 
men,  their  sentiments,  speeches,  and  modes  of  speak- 
ing, yet  never  gave  the  country  the  benefit  of  his 
opinions  on  the  momentous  proceedings  of  one  Ame- 
rican and  two  French  wars — not  even  the  small 
contribution  of  a  set  speech  once  or  twice  in  a 
session.  lie  saw  a  former  friend  of  whom  ho  had 
hoped  to  make  a  tool,  ascend  equally  by  his  tongue 
and  his  pen,  step  by  step,  and  day  by  day,  to  un- 
rivalled celebrity  throughout  Europe,  yet  never 
once  attempted  a  struggle  for  former  eminence  as 
a  speaker,  or  attempted  to  do  anything  as  a  writer, 
lie  appeared  to  live  upon  the  past,  yet  is  said  to 
have  kept  a  lively  eye  upon  the  future.    Office — after 
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his  sinecure  had  been  exchanged  for  a  pension — he 
did  not  for  a  lonjj  time  deem  beyond  his  grasp ; 
and  had  Richard,  Earl  Temple,  constructed  a  minis- 
try he  would  have  probably  become  his  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.* 

The  chief  incident  of  his  life  was  in  becoming  the 
first  official  patron  of  Edmund  Burke.  From  volun- 
teer studies  at  the  Board  of  Trade — for  Burke  had 
no  appointment — he  carried  him  to  Dublin ;  profited 
by  his  large  capacity  ;  procured  him  a  pension  "  after 
six  years  of  laborious  attendance"  in  both  countries; 
exacted  its  resignation  when  he  refused  to  become 
permanently  subservient;  and  the  quarrel  ceased  in 
what  Burke,  writing  to  Flood  at  the  moment,  said 
should  be  an  "  eternal  separation."  The  demand 
made  upon  him  was  unprecedented — in  fact,  to  sell 
himself  for  life — for  three  hundred  a  year.  He, 
however,  felt  confident  in  his  own  powers  to  ensure 
distinction  whenever  an  appropriate  stage  should 
open  for  their  exhibition.  The  "patron"  may  have 
thought  the  same ;  but  presuming  on  the  adhesive 
power  of  the  pension  to  keep  its  holder  in  his  train, 
carried  his  demand  farther  than  a  man  of  spirit  could 
brook.  Hamilton  thus  lost  the  services  and  friend- 
ship of  the  most  accomplished  intellect  in  Europe. 
With  such  an  ally  and  counsellor,  added  to  his  own 

Mr.  Tbom&i  Grcnville  in  reply  (o  Malone'i  inqiiiriM  nrilea  (Mareb, 
ie07): — "Long  as  I  tiave  known  Stone,  and  much  ±»  I  hvce  beoi 
■ccUHtomcd  to  see  Gerard  Ilaraillon  there  from  my  earliest  days,  yet 
bare  I  no  recollection  whatever  of  any  picture  or  drawing  of  him  at  that 
place.  1  have,  however,  wrillen  to  Lord  Buckinghsm  to  inquire." 
The  resalt  vaa  the  engraviag  prefixed  to  the  posttiumotu  work  by 
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influence  and  talents,  he  may  have  lost  much  fame 
and  honour  in  public  life.  He  could  not  indeed 
have  had  the  remotest  conception  that  the  rise  of 
that  luminary  should  prefigure  his  own  decadence, 
nav  prove,  from  whatever  cause,  the  cxtinotion  of 
his  eloquence  and  consequent  political  importance  in 
the  countrj-. 

In  the  esteem  of  the  Grenvillos,  he  took  a  high 
place.  No  guest  was  more  frequent  or  favoured  at 
Stowc.  Many  eminent  men  of  the  day  spoke  of  his 
talents  as  first-rate.  Select  circles  of  good  society 
made  him  an  oracle.  Dr.  Johnson  admired  his  con- 
versation and  encouraged  his  visits.  Ho  left  hehind 
several  volumes  of  Adversaria,  none  of  which  hut  that 
mentioned  here  found  its  way  into  the  press. 

Of  such  a  man,  who  spoke  little  in  public  while 
living,  and  has  left  nothing  behind  to  earn  reputa- 
tion, what  shall  we  say  ?  Probably  that  he  was  over- 
rated. Critical  justice  can  scarcely  award  celebrity 
where  there  is  nothing  of  moment  to  warrant  it.  He 
observed  keenly  and  discriminated  minutely;  but  if 
we  are  to  take  Parllnmenfanf  l/ogirk  as  a  specimen — • 
though  it  contains  useful  precepts  for  young  mem- 
bers of  Parliament — he  appears  prone  to  note  the 
forms  rather  than  substance  of  things — the  manner 
of  a  debater  more  than  his  matter — in  fact,  that  he 
was  a  mere  rhetorician.  Otherwise,  how  can  we 
conceive  that  a  really  powerful  mind  should  be  pro- 
foundly taciturn  between  1/56  and  1761,  and  again 
from  1763  to  1796  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
when  the  most  exciting  topics  ever  discussed  in 
Europe  were  daily  before  him?     Or  if  too  nervous 
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to  speak,  which  has  never  been  alleged,  that  he 
Bhould  not  have  aimed  to  enligliten  the  country 
through  the  press  ? 

liord  Charlemont,  in  writing  to  Malone  (1792), 
is  equally  unable  to  suggest  any  probable  motive  for 
his  inactivity — "  For  the  precarious  state  of  my  old 
acquaintance  Hamilton,  I  am  most  sincerely  grieved.* 
There  was  a  man  whose  talents  were  equal  to  every 
undertaking ;  and  yet  from  indolence,  or  from  too 
fastidious  vanity,  or  from  what  other  cause  I  know 
not,  he  has  done  nothing."  Further  conjecture  is  now 
vain;  we  are  left  but  to  one  derogatory  supposition — 
(hat  having  reaped  the  material  iruits  of  statesman- 
■hip  in  a  sinecure  place  afterwards  exchanged  for 
an  "  equivalent,"  he  was  willing  to  remain  undisturbed 
by  its  contests  and  labours. 

In  the  preliminary  notice  to  the  volume  it  is  re- 
markable that  Malone  is  silent  on  the  connection 
of  the  writer  with  Burke.  Neither  did  he  afBx  his 
'name  as  editor.  Mrs.  Burke  still  survived.  Hamilton 
nad  formed  no  family  ties.  But  as  the  friend  of 
both,  he  was  probably  unwilling  to  revive  any  un- 
pleaaing  recollections  at  Beaconsfield,  or  on  the  other 
hand  tell  a  story  of  one  who,  in  that  instance  at 
least,  had  exhibited  none  of  the  feelings  of  a  high- 
spirited  or  liberal  man.    A  few  of  his  remarks  appear 

the  subsequent  anecdotes. 

With  the  usual  keen  eyes  of  ladies  on  domestic 
matters,  the  Misses  Malone  discovered  in  their  London 

■  An  attack  of  paralysis ;  yet  in  1 794  be  still  nisbed  to  remain  in  the 
■  fioDK  of  Commons!  and  became  disaatisScd  b;  the  seat  beioggiTen  to 
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visits  that  their  brother's  house  was  becoming  more 
and  more  that  of  an  old  bachelor — an  accumulation 
of  books ;  rooms  not  in  spruce  order ;  furniture 
rather  in  the  rear  of  the  fashion  of  the  age.  One 
rallies  him  on  the  until r if tiness  of  not  paying  off 
debts  instead  of  investing  money  in  the  funds.  The 
other,  for  not  spending  savings  in  refurnishing  and 
beautifying  Foley  Place.  He  makes  the  best  defence 
he  can — the  want  of  female  superintendence.  Cathe- 
rine on  her  way  to  England,  returns  to  the  charge 
in  writing  from  Dublin — 

Mr.  Fortli"  told  me  lie  had  sent  you  a  pretty  roiuid  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds.  Mj  answer  to  him  was  tliat  I 
wished  lie  had  iint  sent  you  so  much  at  a.  time ;  for  that  you 
would  only  be  more  prul'iise  m  huyiug  old  books,  and  think 
it  would  never  be  out.  la  not  this  true  enough  ?  Well,  if 
money  ever  did  you  good,  this  will  certainly.  He  has  paid 
us  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  on  your  ncconnt;  so  ymi 
have  got  ont  of  yonr  estate  this  moment  eleven  liuuih-eil  and 
twenty  jwunds. 

Again  she  writes,  that  having  been  on  a  visit  to 
the  Bishop  of  Meath  (O'Beirne),  they  heard  so  much 
of  Kilkenny  theatricals  from  visitors  in  the  house  as 
to  produce  general  desire  for  an  excursion  thither. 
A  party  for  the  occasion  had  been  therefore  formed 
by  Ivord  Sunderlin  and  some  of  the  family,  which, 
with  one  of  the  Jephsons,  she  meant  to  accompany. 
The  Bishop  stayed  at  home.  But  in  a  long  letter  to 
Malone  soon  afterwards,  his  lordship  concludes  with 
an  allusion  to  the  most  celebrated  member  of  the 
Kilkenny  amateur  group. 

*  His  land  agent. 
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We  have  had  a  visit  very  lately  from  oar  friends  at 
Baromton,  and  tlie  only  drawback  on  tlie  pleasure  we  always 
enjoy  in  tlielr  society  was  the  absence  of  the  good  and 
worthy  Miss  Malone,  who  was  not  well  enough  to  accom- 
pany them.  All  Miss  Catherine's  cheerful  spirits  and  good- 
Inimour,  Lady  Sunderlin's  sound  sense  and  understanding, 
your  brother's  warmth  of  heart,  and  Jephson's  jokes,  could 
not  make  us  forget  her. 

1  dare  say  they  will  have  niadt;  the  theatricals  of  Kilkenny, 
and  the  final  close  of  that  very  classical  scene,  the  subject  of 
some  of  their  late  letters  to  you.  My  daughter  has  copied 
for  you  Mr.  Moore's  verses  on  the  effect  of  national  music, 
which  he  recited  on  the  stage  there,  as  I  heard  from  every 
one,  iji  a  most  masterly  manner.  I  do  not  much  admire 
that  little  gentleman  j  and  I  am  apt  to  believe,  with  a  most 
excellent  judge  of  character,  that  Tonuny  Moore  will  never 
become  Thomas.  But  I  tliiiik  some  of  the  verses  of  the 
Meloloffue,  as  he  foolislily  calls  it  in  the  cant  phrase  of  the 
day,  ai'c  extremely  beautiful  and  ti'uc  poetry. 

The  prediction  happily  was  not  fulfilled.  Tommy 
grow  to  be  Thomas ;  the  supposed  pigmy  became  a 
giant  among  admiring  nations,  equally  valued  for 
fauey,  and  sweetness,  and  often  for  strength.  IIuw  is 
it  that  Irishmen  arc  thus  prone  to  form  such  undue 
estimates  of  each  other  ?  Why  do  not  the  gifted  class 
more  frequently  travel  to  England  for  reputation — 
that  England  so  often  abused  and  vilified  hy  the  idle, 
the  uninformed,  and  the  bigoted  of  their  country? 
There,  when  they  deserve  it,  they  will  obtain  it.  No 
party  or  religious  feelings  which  poison  the  sources 
of  liberality  elsewhere,  can  in  her  keep  down  the 
intellect  of  man  to  the  narrow  dimensions  which  in- 
terested bigotry  and  superstition  prescribe  at  home. 
In  England,  the  mind  may  expand  to  the  length, 
and  breadth,  and  deptli  which  Providence  may  have 


aoH  LIFE  OF  EDMOXD   MALOXE. 

ordained  for  its  widest  and  highest  exercise,  because 
untrammelled  by  a  despotic  priesthood.  Let  not 
Irishmen  l>e  misled  by  their  provincial  notions  or 
peddling  politics  to  look  no  farther  than  Ireland  for 
the  reward  of  their  talents.  England  is  the  natural 
sphere  for  capacious  views  and  enlightened  labours. 
She  opens  widely  her  arms  to  every  man  who  does 
honour  to  his  kind ;  and  from  her,  when  their  con- 
duct and  character  merit  it,  are  sure  to  ohtaio  their 
reward. 

Amused  by  these  accounts  of  theatrical  exhibitions 
on  one  side  of  the  Channel,  he  was  not  at  all  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  censures  of  it  on  the  other.  One 
of  his  friends,  Archdeacon  Plumptre,  was  accused  of 
this  in  sermons  preached  at  Cambridge.  Malone 
lost  no  time  in  defence  and  remonstrance.  In  reply, 
the  Archdeacon  denies  the  charge ;  alleges  that  he 
assails  only  abttses,  not  vses,  of  the  stage ;  that  he 
had  quoted  Archbishop  Tillotson,  and  other  eminent 
authorities  holding  the  same  sentiments,  in  opposition 
tn  Wilberforce,  Witherspoon,  Law,  Mrs.  More,  who 
took  extreme  views  of  the  subject;  and  for  his  own 
part,  believed  that  many  portions  of  an  audience 
would  be  worse  employed  than  in  witnessing  a 
well-written  play.  The  critic  was  soothed,  and 
sent  bini  an  additional  sheet  to  the  tract  on  the 
Tempest. 

Amid  correspondence  on  various  topics — with  the 
learned  though  eccentric  Dr.  Barrett  (of  Dublin) 
on  certain  historical  incidents,  Lysons  on  mistakes 
in  the  Monumenta  Vcfusiu,  Rev.  Mr.  Blakeway, 
Archdeacon    Nares,    Dr.   Burncy,    Chctwood,    and 
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others — the  death  of  Mr.  Windham  gave  a  severe 
ehock  to  his  enjoyments.  No  adverse  influences  had 
shaken  mutual  esteem  and  intimacy  during  thirty 
years.  From  the  turmoil  of  public  business,  the 
statesman  often  sought  repose  in  the  quiet  study 
or  the  conversation  of  the  man  uf  letters.  There, 
sincere  affection  and  admiration  at  all  times 
awaited  him — such  as  were  due  to  one  of  tho  most 
accomplished  gentlemen  and  manly  spirits  of  the 
age — from  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  unas- 
suming. 

Mr.  "Windham  formed  the  beau  ideal  of  an  English 
gentleman  of  the  highest  class.  Well  born,  well 
educated,  endowed  with  superior  faculties,  in  addition 
to  those  goods  of  fortune  which  command  considera- 
tion everywhere  and  often  of  themselves  serve  to 
open  the  portals  to  fame,  he  possessed  judgment  to 
turn  these  advantages  to  the  best  use.  As  a  boy, 
he  sought  distinction,  and  as  a  boy  obtained  it,  in 
being  leader  of  all  those  sports  which  make  the  am- 
bition of  school-boy  life.  At  college  he  became  a 
Student  of  no  ordinary  attainments.  While  resident 
for  a  season  in  Scotland  he  took  to  mathematics. 
At  Oxford,  and  through  life,  he  pursued  with  success 
the  study  of  its  higher  branches.  At  twenty-three, 
he  started  with  the  future  Lord  Mulgrave  on  a 
Voyage  to  the  North  Pole.  He  ascended,  in  1785, 
in  a  balloon.  At  the  siege  of  Valenciennes,  ho 
perilled  himself  freely  in  surveying  the  enemy's 
works ;  and  at  an  earlier  period,  ran  personal  risks 
hi  subduing  mutiny  in  a  militia  regiment  of  which 
he  was  major.     Even  his  death  arose  from  the  same 


fearless  spirit  exhibited  through  life.  While  assist- 
ing to  rescue  valuables  from  the  house  of  a  friend 
on  fire,  he  sustained  injury  eventually  requiring  a 
surgical  operation,  under  which  he  sank ;  but  with 
characteristic  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  his 
wife,  the  operation  was  performed  during  her  absence 
from  town.  And  in  the  same  Christian  spirit,  he  re- 
ceived the  sacrament  previously  in  a  private  room 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher,  of  the  Charter  House. 

Kqually  frank  and  generous ;  graceful  in  address 
and  high  in  principle  ;  chivalrous  and  resolute ;  the 
patron  and  promoter  of  manly  pastimes  and  character, 
he  seems  to  have  been  cut  out  by  nature  for  a  favourite 
of  the  people.  But  he  would  not  yield  to  their  pre- 
judices or  errors.  Hence  he  was  occasionally  unpo- 
pular ;  but  the  courage  displayed  In  opposing  their 
wishes  often  made  him  nearly  as  much  a  favourite  as 
those  who  gave  way  to  them. 

His  career  in  the  State,  open  and  uncompromising, 
left  no  doubt  as  to  his  opinions.  In  Parliament,  his 
abilities  commanded  the  greatest  respect.  Often 
eloquent  and  logical,  he  was  sometimes  too  refined 
— sometimes  too  sincere  and  unreserved  for  a  work- 
ing statesman.  In  quitting  office  he  took  nothing 
for  himself  or  his  friends.  As  Secretary  at  War  he 
was  too  low  in  the  scale  of  oifice,  though  a  seat  in 
the  Cabinet  partially  remedied  the  defect.  But 
it  was  not  known  even  to  Malone  till  a  year  or 
two  afterward,  that  he  declined  the  Seals  as  Secre- 
tai-y  of  State  by  deferring  to  the  Duke  of  Portland 
and  twice  the  title  of  viscount  in  the  peerage.  Hi 
conscientiously  filled  public   places — not  by  playing 
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Ithe  patron  to  his  friends — but  with  the  littcst  mon  he 
I  could  find  tor  the  duties. 

The  regard  and  companionship  of  une  so  charac- 
I  terized  conferred  lionour  on  any  man.     To  lose  such 
friend  when  ourselves  advanced  into  the  vale  of 
years,  leaves  a  miserable  blank   in  the  breast.     So 
Malone  felt  it.    And  when  the  first  emotions  of  grief 
I  were  subdued,   he  set   about   doing    honour   to  the 
w  departed  by  embodying  a  few  of  the  leading  points 
of  character  in  a  memoir.     A  short  statement  was 
first  printed  in  the   Gentkmun's  Magazine  to  cor- 
rect erroneous  rumours  regarding  the  manner  of  an 
ivent  so  little  expected  by  the  world.      This,  with 
ladditions,  was  reprinted  as  a  pamphlet,  and  sent  to 
Fmany  mutual  friends  and  various  members  of  both 
I  Houses  of  Parliament,  all  of  whom,  however  opposed 
I  in   party  attachments,  paid  the  honour  due  to  one 
iwho  stood  in  the  foremost  rank  in  public  esteem  as 
Ein  worth  and  independence.     lie  left  a  journal  which 
f  rumour  said  was  not  to  be  published. 

The  correspondence  of  our  author  during  this  year 
appears  to  have  been  less  active  than  usual.  Mr.  J. 
Taylor,  of  the  Sun  newspaper  (author  of  Moimeur 

ITonson),  refers  to  a  passage  in  Cj/nf/uu's  Itei'cls 
00  closely  resembling  what  Anthony  says  of  Brutus 
that  it  seems  plain  the  one  poet  borrowed  from  the 
other.*  Interested,  as  he  says,  in  the  researches  of 
the  critic,  he  would  not  fail  to  point  out  any  things 
Ilcariiig  upon  Shakspeare.  Hitsou  is  taken  to  task 
Roundly  for  his  abuse  ;  and  the  writer,  who  had  given 

•  Criteg,  s  crealuro  of  lie  most  perfect  nnd  divine  temper — one  in 
whom  the  tlmenli  nre  peaceably  met,  Sc.  &c. 


806  LIFE  OF  EDlfOND  MALOHS. 

him  previous  information  npon  the  supposed  con- 
nection between  Shakspeare  and  D'Ayenanty  thus 
lireaks  ont  in  a  stanza  against  Malone's  nnhappy 
assailant. 

TO  EDMOND  MALONE,  £mi^ 

OH  THB  ATTACKS  OF  A  TnULBHT  SCEIBBLBB. 

Froeeed,  Malone,  thy  Shakapetre's  page  to  dear. 
Nor  heed  what  Bitaon'a  cankered  ^een  can  aaj; 

So  mi^  the  San  of  our  poetic  sphere 
Shoot  through  the  mists  of  time  its  fiuntestimy. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

^8lc^— 1812. 

Proposed  Lifi!  of  Mason— W.  Giflbrd — Notes  upon  BookB — ConTerea-. 

tbnal  Wemorandn — lllneis — Letter  to  Lady  Ailesbuiy — l>etter  to  n 
Lady  in  Ireland — Letter  to  Lady  Sundcrlin — His  Deatl) — Character 
— Person  and  Manners — Collections — Will — Gift  of  his  Brother  to 
the  Dodleion  Librarj- — Letter*  and  Fapen. 

About  two  years  after  the  death  of  Mason  the  poet, 
one  of  his  executors  (Rev.  John  Dixon  of  Boughton) 
applied  to  Malone  on  the  propriety  of  republishing 
the  translation  of  Du  Fresnoy'a  Ari  ttf  PuhUing, 
which  with  the  notes  of  Reynolds,  had  been  pre- 
viously published  by  the  former  in  his  works.  This 
led  to  further  correspondence.  Hearing  that  ho  knew 
Lord  Orford's  executors,  the  same  gentleman  re- 
quested him  to  urge  on  them  the  return  of  Masons 
letters  to  his  lordship,  which  the  will  of  that  noble- 
man directed,  but  which  tliey  had  applied  for  in 
v^n.  Malone  complied,  but  also  failed  in  his  appli- 
cation— from  what  cause  does  not  appear. 

This  eventually  led  (1811)  to  the  project  of  a  Life 
of  Mason.  But  who  was  to  write  it?  Few  were 
deemed  sufficiently  disposed,  or  in  other  respects 
qualified  for  the  office.  At  length  Gifford,  the  sbarj) 
editor  of  the  Quarlerli/  Ut-view,  was  proposed,  ap- 
parently by  Malone  i  but  he  declined.  Could  a  fiery 
Tory  do  otherwise  to  a  Whig  no  loss  fierce  ?  But  he 
had  ample  excuse.  The  Jievietc  was  of  recent  date. 
X  2 
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All  his  energies  were  required  to  secure  contribu- 
tions from  the  best  writers ;  or  to  put  in  what  is 
technically  called  the  plumbs — that  is,  point,  satire, 
or  virulence — into  such  as  required  it,  so  as  to  aim 
at  destroying  that  monopoly  in  the  martyrdom  of 
books  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  literary  butchers  of 
Edinburgh.  The  refusal  however  was  couched  in 
terms  satisfactory  to  the  reverend  friend  of  the  poet : 

Though  not  successful  in  your  upplifation  to  Mr.  GifTord, 
I  tLink  myself  indebted  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  to 
make  it  so.  I  sliould  have  been  well  satisfied  if  so  able  a 
man  had  undertaken  to  write  Mr.  Mason's  life;  be  is  so 
competent,  from  genina,  knowledge,  and  taste,  to  execute  it 
well.  ...  I  will  thank  you  to  mention,  when  you  see 
liim,  that  I  am  obliged  by  liis  answer  to  your  application ; 
and  gratified  by  the  sentiments  of  a  man  of  genius  and  taste 
relative  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  GifTord  only  in  his  blander 
moods — bent  on  being  amiable  in  return  for  the 
assistance  cordially  rendered  to  his  studies  bv  a 
stranger.  But  these  were  weaker  moments — the 
tiger  assuming  tlie  bleat  of  the  lamb.  The  gall  iu 
his  sjstem  lay  too  near  the  surface  not  to  ooze 
through  the  thin  layer  of  suavity  upon  the  smallest 
provocation. 

Malone,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  confessed  to 
Mr.  Whalley  twenty  years  before,  that  he  had  no 
taste  for  the  productions  of  Ben  Jonson ;  that  he 
had  doubts  whether  his  professions  of  friendship  for 
Shakspeare  were  sincere.  In  this  he  was  not  sin- 
gular, as  several  of  the  biographers  and  writers  of 
the  time  had  arrived  at  a  similar  conclusion.     But 
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when  GifFonl  became  the  editor  of  Jonson,  all  these, 
as  well  as  more  modern  men,  were  to  bo  overthrown 
— Headley,  A.  Chalmers,  Davics,  Capcll,  Hurd,  and 
others.  While,  as  one  of  the  late  and  principal 
offenders,  Maloae,  then  in  his  grave,  became  the 
primary  object  of  abuse.  The  late  eulogist  of  the 
living  man  became  his  reviler  when  dead.  The 
terms  "false,  mean,  base,  malicious,"  were  liberally 
applied ;  and  simple  difference  of  opinion  upon  the 
literary  merits  of  a  writer  who  had  lived  two  hundred 
years  before,  was  thought  sufficient  to  waiTant  lan- 
guage applicable  only  to  the  perpetrator  of  a  serious 
moral  offence.  Such  arc  some  of  the  men  who  claim 
to  be  critics  by  profession.  Habits  of  irresponsible 
abuse  in  anonymous  criticism  increase  by  indulgence. 
Native  acerbity  or  vulgarity,  thrust  by  accident  or 
impudence  into  the  chair  of  mere  opinion,  form 
examples  not  to  imitate  but  to  shun. 

In  reference  to  this  gratuitous  asperity,  the  younger 
Coswell  justly  writes : 

Mr.  Gifford  knows  not  Mr.  Muloiic's  notiuns  of  friendsliiii. 
I  regret  that  be  did  not  know  liim  better;  for  be  waa  truly  a 
man  to  be  loved.  I  rei^i-et  still  more  deeply  that  tlie  grave 
has  closed  over  u  long  catalogue  of  illustrious  men,  whose 
esteem  and  regard  accompanied  him  through  life,  and  that 
my  feeble  voice  must,  offer  that  testimony  to  his  notions  of 
fiicndship  which  would  have  been  borne  with  affectionate 
warmth  by  a.  Reynolds,  a  Burke,  and  a  Wyndliam.  He  waa 
indeed  a  cordial  and  a  steady  friend,  combining  tlic  utmost 
mildness  with  tlie  simplest  sincerity  and  tho  most  manly 
iiide]>cndonce.  Tenacious,  pcrhnps,  of  his  own  opinions, 
which  lie  had  seldom  hastily  formed,  ho  was  always  ready  to 
listen  with  candoiu*  and  good-humour  to  those  of  others. 
That  suppleness   of  cluu'actei'  which  would   yield   without 
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conviction,  and  that  roughness  of  temper  wliiL-h  cannot  tole- 
rate dissent,  were  equally  foreign  from  his  nature. 

An  amusement  of  his  more  lonely  hours  largely 
exercised  about  this  time,  was  the  annotation  of 
books  under  perusal — general  remarks,  anecdotes,  or 
details  gleaned  from  sources  not  generally  familiar. 
These,  after  the  discontinuance  of  his  regular  memo- 
randa, diversified  the  labours  on  Shakspeare.  Spences 
Anecdotes  were  thus  taken  in  hand,  and  such  notes 
added  as  came  within  range  of  his  reading  or  con- 
versational sources,  and  were  published  by  an  anony- 
mous editor  in  1820.  Another  was  Mrs.  Piozzi's 
Anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnsoji.  His  leanings  here,  as 
already  noticed,  are  all  against  the  lady  whose  accu- 
racy, though  there  seems  little  to  find  fault  with,  has 
been  on  many  occasions  impeached.  Mr.  Caldwell, 
writing  to  Bishop  Percy  (Sept.  1806),  says,  on  Lang- 
baine's  catalogue  of  old  plays — "  Malone  told  mo  he 
had  copied  all  the  notes  from  the  original,  and  has 
besides  added  thrice  as  many  as  all  his  predecessors." 

From  statements  of  tho  junior  Boswell,  it  appears 
that  in  conversation  on  the  versification  of  Shak- 
speare, so  many  freedoms  had  been  taken  with  it  by 
the  caprice  of  editors,  that  Malone  was  induced  to 
undertake  an  express  essay  on  his  metre  and  phraseo- 
logy. Some  progress  was  made  when  death  arrested 
this  among  other  critical  contributions.  There  is, 
however,  a  paper  on  the  subject  in  the  last  edition 
of  which  we  may  deem  Uoswell  to  be  the  writer. 

Another  and  more  favourite  occupation  was  in  re- 
vising and  noting  reprints  of  Boswell's  Johnson.  In 
this  work  he  was  more  at  home  than  with  Spencc. 
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He  had  aided  in  its  arrangement ;  added  much  of  hia 
own  matter ;  revised  large  portions  of  the  volumes 
as  we  have  seen  ere  they  issued  from  the  press;  and 
friendship  for  the  author,  added  to  unbounded  admi- 
ration of  the  great  man  whom  it  commemorates, 
rendered  success  as  dear  to  him  as  a  production  of 
his  own.  It  became  further  dear  by  the  request  of 
the  dying  author  that  he  would  give  such  advice  for 
the  disposal  of  any  of  his  works  as  his  judgment 
should  decide.  This  charge  he  faithfully  fulfilled. 
Successive  editions  passed  under  his  eye,  particularly 
the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth,  in  1799,  1804, 
1807,  and  1811. 

His  notes  in  a  small  recent  edition  which  trench 
not  on  Mr.  Croker's  labours,  amount  to  no  less  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six,  exhibiting  his  customary 
research  and  accuracy.  The  younger  Boswell  felt 
grateful  for  the  labour;  and  by  a  species  of  poetical 
justice,  repaid  the  debt  of  his  father  by  editing,  ac- 
cording to  the  wish  of  Malone,  his  great  work,  the 
second  edition  of  S/mkxpeare  in  twenty-one  volumes. 

Early  in  their  acquaintance,  he  carried  through 
the  press  the  second  edition  of  Boewell's  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,  when  the  author  was  absent  in  Scotland. 
To  this  likewise  be  gave  a  few  notes.  Ono  is  on  the 
wit  of  Burke,  written  as  if  by  Boswell,  who,  however, 
insisted  that  the  credit  should  be  surrendered  to  the 
actual  writer. 

In  the  early  part  of  1812  his  health,  which  had 
been  gradually  declining,  seriously  gave  way.  AVith- 
out  being  wholly  confined,  he  could  take  little  exer- 
cise ;   his  appetite  fuied ;   the  etomach  imperfectly 
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fulfilled  its  functions  otherwise ;  and  wasting  of  the 
frame,    without    material   pain,   ensued.      Still    his 
studies  were  hut  slightly  intermitted.     What  he  had 
once  done  he  aimed  to  improve,  when   and  wher- 
ever the  opportunity  offered.      The  following  note, 
written  in  the  spring  of  the  year  respecting  some 
letters  of   Dryden   kindly  procured  for  him   hy  a 
member  of  the  Royal  family,  displays  the  pains  he 
took  in  not  merely  accomplishing  an  object,  but  in 
doing  it  so  completely  that  there  should  be  as  little 
room  as  possible  for  future  improvement. 
.    ^^  Mr.  Malonc  presents  his  compliments  to  Lady 
Ailesbury,  and  requests  that  her  ladyship  will  accept 
his  sincere  thanks  for  the  copies  of  Dryden's  letters 
and  Lord  Che3terfield's  answers,  which  she  has  had 
the  goodness  to  transmit  to  him,  and  which  he  should 
have  acknowledged  some  days,  but  that  he  has  been 
since  Friday  last  much  out  of  order.     He  is  ex- 
tremely concerned  to  find  that  Lady  Ailesbury  has 
had  so  much   trouble   in    obtaining    these    papers. 
Lideed,  had  he  conceived  that  this  could  possibly 
have  been  the  case,  he  hardly  would  have  ventured 
to  solicit  her  ladyship  to  undertake  so  difficult  a 
.negotiation. 

"  Were  he  master  of  those  happy  turns  of  expres- 
sion for  which  his  author  was  so  justly  celebrated, 
he  might  perhaps  have  endeavoured  to  express  his 
sense  of  the  goodness  of  her  Royal  Highness  the 
Princess  Elizabeth  in  taking  so  much  concern  in 
this  matter.  Without,  however,  any  pretensions  of 
that  kind,  he  trusts  he  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  her  Royal  Highness's  condescension  in  exerting 
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her  powerful  influence  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
copies  of  these  literary  remains  of  the  great  Dryden, 
evinces  not  only  the  benignity  of  her  disposition,  but 
her  good  taste  and  love  of  letters,  one  of  the  surest 
sources  of  happiness  to  the  possessor,  and  no  incon- 
siderable ornament  of  the  hijjhest  station. 

"  Whenever  an  opportunity  shall  offer  itself,  he 
requests  that  Lady  Ailcsbury  will  have  the  goodness 
to  express  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  sentiments  of 
gratitude  and  respect  imprinted  upon  his  mind  by 
her  Royal  Highness's  gracious  interposition  on  the 
present  occasion,  which  has  cbtaincd  these  memorials 
of  one  of  our  most  celebrated  English  poets  that 
otherwise,  perhaps,  might  have  been  lost  to  posterity. 

"F.  P.     Mon<h.i<i,  Mnrch  ^iiil,  1812." 

Soon  afterwards  he  proceeded  to  the  country ;  but 
the  scene,  or  the  season,  failed  to  give  relief.  Excess 
in  long-continued  study  had  doubtless  induced  aggra- 
vated dyspepsia — what  hard  student  has  escaped 
it? — with  more  or  less  permanent  disease  of  the 
stomach.  Emaciation  and  exhaustion  of  the  animal 
powers  succeeded.  Instead  of  throwing  off  study, 
seeking  home-travelling,  horse  exercise,  seaside  resi- 
dence, and  frequent  change,  the  routine  of  remedies 
already  adopted  in  town  was  continued.  Thus  we 
find  him  a  solitary,  comfortless  patient  in  the  middle 
of  April,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Smith,  an  intimate 
friend  of  his  sisters,  and  near  relative  of  the  Jcph- 
sons.  The  utter  absence  of  self  to  save  the  sensi- 
bility of  his  sisters  in  this  extremity,  evinces  the 
thoroughly  amiable  qualities  uf  lliis  very  iimiablc  man. 


"m 
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"■  Foley  Placi;  April  MA,  U12. 

*'  My  dear  Madam, — I  cannot  tell  you  how  mach 
I  am  obliged  for  your  care  and  discretion  in  not 
mentioninf^  my  illness  to  my  sisters,  from  whom  I 
have  taken  great  pains  to  conceal  my  present  situa- 
tion ;  for  ray  poor  Kate  is  in  great  distress  about 
her  sister,  and  it  would  quite  break  her  heart  to 
learn  how  ill  I  have  been,  and  indeed  am. 

"  Such  has  been  my  situation  ever  since  the  latter 
end  of  January,  or  beginning  of  February,  under 
8ir  Henry  Halford's  care.  All  of  a  sudden  I  lost 
all  my  colour,  and  much  of  ray  flesh  and  strength. 
Halford  for  some  time  tried  the"  usual  medicines, 
but  with  little  cfTcct,  and  then  wished  I  should 
change  tlie  air.  As  I  have  an  abhorrence  of  public 
places  which  some  recommend,  I  borrowed  from 
Lady  Thormond  (who  is  in  town)  her  house  at 
Taplovv  Court,  near  Maidenhead,  on  condition  of 
being  my  own  purveyor ;  and  I  remained  there  from 
the  1 7th  of  March  to  the  I. 3th  of  April  (last  Mon- 
day), during  which  I  had  not  one  soft  or  genial  day; 
and  though  strictly  following  my  physician's  prescrip- 
tions, do  not  think  I  derived  any  benefit  from  this 
movement. 

"  My  course  was  half  a  pint  of  new  railk  in  bed 
at  half-past  seven.  About  half-past  eight  I  rose, 
dressed  for  the  day,  and  walked  about  half  an  hour 
before  breakfast.  From  eleven  to  half-past ,  one  I 
devoted  to  the  newspaper  and  a  letter  or  two,  and 
a  few  (lages  of  Sliakspeare.  Then  appeared  a  bark 
draught;  after  that  I  walked  two  or  three  miles  if 
the  weather  would  at  all  permit ;  dinner  at  five ;  tea 
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at  eight ;  the  bark  again  at  ten ;  and  so  to  bed. 
All  this  promised  well,  but  had  no  effect,  not  for 
want  of  being  well  planned,  but  from  that  disposi- 
tion, or  rather  indisposition,  which  had  no  tendency 
to  be  cured  by  medicine  or  air.  I  therefore  came  to 
town  on  Monday,  and  had  a  long  conversation  with 
Sir  H.  Halford  on  Wednesday,  who  was  so  good  as 
to  give  mc  half  an  hour  before  he  went  to  Windsor. 

"  He  said  that  had  happened  to  me  which  must 
happen  to  himself  some  time  hence,  and  to  all  man- 
kind— that  there  is  a  time  with  every  human  creature 
when  the  powers  of  digestion  weaken,  and  the  whole 
system  becomes  less  energetic.  That  if  I  weathered 
this  attack  (and  he  saw  no  reason  why  I  should 
not)  he  could  not  promise  me  ever  to  be  again  as  in 
times  past,  but  that  I  might  live  some  years  with 
tolerable  health  and  strength.  This  appeared  to  me 
extremely  sensible.  He  then  ordered  a  new  course 
of  medicines. 

"From  my  earliest  years  I  have  been  accustomed 

'  to  communicate  to  my  dear  Kate  every  sentiment  of 
heart.  You  may  easily,  therefore,  conceive  how 
distressing  it  has  been  not  to  let  her  know  my  real 
state ;  but  it  would  bo  a  terrible  aggravation  of  her 
present  distress;  and,  therefore,  as  soon  as  it  is 
determined  either  that  they  can  come  to  England, 

■  or  not  come,  I  will  inform  them  of  the  truth.  I 
have  had  two  or  three  visitors  since  I  began  this, 
and  it  is  late.     My  kindest  love  to  my  dear  Shak- 

I  speare  associate,  and  believe  me  ever, 

"  My  dear  Madam,  &c.  Sec, 

"E.  Malone." 
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About  a  fortnight  more  elapsed  ere  the  secret  was 
disclosed  by  himself  to  Lady  Sunderlin.  The  heaviest 
of  pressures  was  upon  him.  The  shadow  of  the  de- 
stroyer flitted  around,  and  obviously  influenced  the 
tremulous  hand  that  aimed  to  tell  its  story  of  suffer- 
ing  without  inflicting  painful  recitals  upon  others. 
With  the  ease  of  his  dear  sisters  ever  in  view,  he 
attempts  to  prescribe  for  the  one,  and  hint  something 
like  consolation  to  the  other.  The  allusion  to  Mrs. 
Smith  respecting  his  studies  is  almost  affecting.  It 
is,  indeed,  love  to  the  last — Devotion  to  Shakspeare 
in  the  struggle  with  Death  ! 

"  London^  Monday^  May  4,  1812. 

"  My  dear  Lady  Sundbrlin,  —  I  have  this  mo- 
ment received  a  letter  from  Catherine,  of  28th  April, 
in  which  she  calls  on  me  for  all  the  comfort  I  can 
give  her.  But,  alas !  I  wanted  comfort  myself ;  and 
the  concealment  of  my  own  illness  for  near  three 
months  was  a  sad  and  heavy  weight  on  my  own 
mind.  I  wrote  to  K.  (Kate)  and  to  my  brother  on 
the  29th  April,  and  I  think  it  probable  they  will  set 
off  before  this  letter  can  reach  Dublin,  and  that  my 
poor  Harriet  may  be  in  bed,  and  that  even  the  read- 
ing a  letter  may  be  troublesome  to  her,  and  I  there- 
fore direct  this  to  you ;  and  if  my  brother  and  sister 
should  not  have  set  off^,  you  will,  of  course,  on  reading 
it  communicate  it  to  them,  so  that  nothing  will  be 
lost. 

"  K.  in  her  letter  mentions  that  poor  dear  Harriet 
suffers  excruciating  pain  in  the  coach  from  certain 
movements  in  the  hip.  Now,  might  not  this  be 
prevented  by  her  going  to  the  salt-water  bath  in  a 
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sedan  chair,  the  men  being  instructed  not  to  swing 
her  high.  With  respect  to  the  hip  pain,  which  is  de- 
scribed as  similar  to  one  that  I  liad  there  when  I 
(rode?)  some  twenty  years  ago,  I  believe  the  cam- 
phorated volatile  liniment  would  do  it  some  good ;  so 
pray  ask  Dr.  Percival  about  it,  and  if  he  approves, 
apply  it.  As  to  the  salt-water  hot-bath,  I  have 
myself  no  great  faith  iu  it ;  for  to  a  very  weakly 
person,  as  much  is  lost  by  the  relaxation  as  may  he 
gained  on  the  other  side  for  the  malady.  However, 
we  must  obey  the  physicians.  But  I  have  great 
faith  in  the  rubbing,  and  have  proof  of  it  in  myself, 
for  one  of  my  symptoms  has  been  swelling  in  my 
insteps  and  ankles,  which  have  been  very  much 
removed  by  rubbings  morning  and  night. 

"If  my  brother  and  sister  should  not  have  set  off 
when  this  arrives,  I  beg  you  will  exhort  them  not  to 
agitate  themselves  about  me  on  their  journey  ;  for 
though  my  illness  has  been  long  and  is  attended  with 
great  weakness,  yet  there  are  several  favourable 
symptoms,  such  as  a  steady,  good  pulse,  my  being 
able  to  take  a  good  deal  of  nutriment  at  different 
times  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  my  sleep  in 
general  being  tolerably  good,  though  not  always. 
My  kindest  love  to  my  dear  Harriet ;  and  believe  me, 
my  dear  Lady  Sunderlin,  most  faithfully  and  affec- 
tionately yours, 

"  E.  Malone." 

His  brother  and  sister  Catherine  soon  reached 
Foley  Place,  and  rendered  such  aid  and  sympathy  as 
devoted  affection  could  bestow.     But  the  dart  bad 
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been  thrown  with  too  fatal  precision.  An  exhauste 
frame  could  not  long  sustain  itself  against  increashl 
debility,  former  excesses  in  study,  sedentary  habit 
and  the  weight  of  seventy-one  years.  He  expire 
on  the  25th  May,  1812. 

No  place  of  sepulture  had  been  named  in  his  will 
but  Lord  Sunderlin  remembering  a  former  convcr 
sation  where  something  fell  irom  him  on  the  pr€ 
ference  due  to  family  burial-places,  the  body 
removed  to  Baronston  for  interment. 

None  who  knew  the  man  but  regretted  the  cvedl 
He  had  made  no  enemies  but  the  worthless — sud 
as  aimed  by  fraud  to  impose  upon  public  credulity 
Those  who  possessed  merit  or  chiiracter  found  in  hiu 
a  sincere  friend.  A  kind  disposition  and  gentle 
manly  manners  enabled  him  to  pass  through  life  witl 
few  of  its  almost  inevitable  bickerings.  Scvera 
tributes  to  his  worth  found  their  way  into  print 
The  following  from  an  unknown  correspondent,  witl 
a  few  additions  by  its  editor,  appeared  in  the  jouma 
(^OentleniaTi's  Maf^<tzine)  to  which  he  had 
frequent  contributor : — 


■■  juuruB 

bced 


Mr.  Maluiie  Lad  tke  happiueas  to  live  with  the  most  dis 
tinguiahcd  cliaiitctcrs  of  his  time.  He  ^vos  united  in  thi 
closest  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Burke,  Sir  Josfaui 
Reynolds,  Lord  Charlemont,  and  the  other  members  of  j 
society  which,  for  various  talent  and  virtue,  can  never  b 

surpassed As  an  editor,  tliis  is  the  peculiar  fami 

of  Edmond  Malone,  tliat  he  could  Bubdue  the  temptationi 
to  display  his  own  wisdom  or  wit,  and  consider  only  thi 
integrity  of  his  author's  text  ....  lie  adhered  stil 
more  pertinaciously  than  Mr.  Steevena  to  the  ancient  copies 
To  obtain  them  waa  the  great  effort  of  liis  life;  and  «  laigl 
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rpart  of  his  very  moderate  fortune  wna  devoteJ  to  purchases,  to 
him  of  tlie  first  necessity — to  many  collectors,  of  idle  curio- 
Bity.  His  library  was  accessible  to  every  scholar ;  and  in 
any  difficulty,  Ids  sagacity  and  experience  were  received  and 
gratefully   acknowledged   by   men   themselves   of   profound 

I  erudition,  .... 
Since  tlie  year  1790,  he  had  been  zealously  contintiuig 
thoHc  labours  which  in  that  year  produced  his  edition  of 
Shahpeare'^  Plays  and  Poems.  Had  he  lived  to  carry  a 
second  edition  tlirough  the  press,  tlie  world  would  have 
recei^'ed  a  large  accession  to  its  knowledge  uf  Slmkspeare. 
From  the  careful  habit  which  he  had  of  entering  every  now 
acquisition  in  its  proper  place,  and  the  accurate  references 
which  he  made  to  the  sources  of  his  information,  it  in  appre- 
hended there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  carrying  this  design 
into  effect.  With  such  a  stock  of  materials  as  perhaps  no 
Dtlier  man  than  Mr.  Malone  could  have  collected,  the  executor 

I  of  his  critical  will  can  have  no  other  than  u  delightful  task. 
Few  men  ever  possessed  greater  command  of  temper ;  it 
characterized  his  virtues ;  they  were  all  of  the  gentle  yet 
steady  kind.  To  form  new  friendsliips  could  hardly  be  ex- 
pected fi'oiu  one  who  had  survived  the  most  distinguished 
Ioruaments  of  the  world ;  but  they  left  their  principles  to  him 
f>  a  legacy.  ....  His  reputation  as  a  critic  w^ill  viiuli- 
^te  itself — as  a  man  he  needs  no  vindication. 
As  ready  to  communicate  as  to  acquire  information, 
he  has  left  us  in  no  doubt  as  to  personal  appearance. 
"I  weighed  at  Hall  Bam"  CMr.  Waller's),  he  says, 
*'  Oct.  4th,  1791*  eleven  stones  two  pounds.  Height 
five  feet  six  inches  and  a  half."     Again,  in  August, 

11796,  "  weight  as  before." 
His  face,  I  learn  from  surviving  friends,  was  bland, 
quiet,  and  rather  handsome ;  his  manner' no  less  agree- 
ftble  and  winning.  The  portrait  by  Sir  Joshua  in 
tho  possession  of  the  Heverend  Thomas  E.  Hooper  of 
Brightou,  iu  a  good  resemblance,  doing  him  no  more 


than  justice,  and  has  been  twice  engraveil.  One  is  a 
correct  copy  of  this  picture  and  has  been  widely  cir- 
culated. The  other,  smaller  and  less  pleasing,  has 
place  in  Bell's  British  Poefn;  said  also  to  be  from  Sir 
Joshua's  pencil  and  engraved  by  Bartolozzi.*  The 
date  given  to  this  print  is  May,  178/-  It  will  be  seen 
by  the  preceding  pages  that  another  portrait  was  exe- 
cuted by  Ozias  Humphrpy  and  transmitted  to  Lord 
Charlemont,  of  the  fidelity  of  which  his  lordship 
speaks  highly.  I  have  not,  however,  seen  it.  In  his 
collection  of  prints  of  the  Literary  Club,  his  own 
stands  number  thirty-one. 

The  lady  already  mentioned,  now  resident  in  Ire- 
land, who  with  her  father  visited  him  during  child- 
hood in  London,  thus  describes  his  exterior : — 

Ills  countenance  hnd  a  must  pleasing  oxprcssiun  of  scmi- 
bility  and  serenity.  When  I  saw  liiui,  li!s  dress  was  unlike 
that  of  most  other  gentleniuji  of  the  time.  He  wore  a  light 
blue  cnnt,  white  sillc  stockings,  anil  I  ihivk  buckles  In  hts 
ahoeB.  His  liair  was  white  and  tied  behind.  I  remember 
him  taking  some  pains  to  make  me  recite  effectively  befora 
Mr.  Windham,  somo  lines  which  ho  had  taught  me  from  one 
of  Bishop  Heller's  priite  poouis 

The  death  of  Mr.  Windham  was  deeply  felt  by  Mr. 
Malone.  Indeed,  all  his  attaehmcnta  were  strong  and  durable, 
never  neglecting  their  interests  or  gratification  in  smaller  as 
in  greater  mutters.  His  hal^its  were  methodical.  He  loved 
London,  and  seldom  left  it  excepting  for  occasional  excursions 
during  the  smnnier.  James  Boswell  (the  younger)  was  a 
frequent  visitor  at  his  house  wlien  we  were  lliero,  and  like- 
wise Mr.  Courtenay Tlint  house  was  iji  Queen 

Anne  Street  East,  and  the  only  one  T  believe  lie  ever  in- 
habited in  liOndon,   though   one  end  of  the  street  became 

•  Among  his  leltcn  is  a  note  from  Bartolozii,  requesting  pajrmmt  fcr 
tome  of  bb  Inboun,  being  then,  aa  he  wid,  hnni  prcmed  for  mouey. 
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rdianged  to  Foley  Place.  I  remember  his  saying  iii  a  letter 
■  that  he  had  gone  to  bed  id  one  street,  aud  rose  iii  the  morning 
in  another.  The  house  seemed  to  my  young  ideas  what  that 
of  a  literary  man  should  be ;  handsomely,  not  showily  fiir- 
niahod;  agood  library;  and  excellont  pictures,  chiefly  I  think, 
portraiti!.  Everything  seemed  in  order.  He  gave  dinners 
E  frequently,  and  all  said  they  were  remarkably  pleasant. 

By  others  of  riper  years  he  ivas  often  adduced  as 
I  representative  of  the  race  of  English  gentlemen  of 
I  the  old  school,  and  hecanie  a  favourite  into  whatever 
I  society  he  was  thrown.  Boadeii,  who  knew  him  well, 
F  adverts  to  some  of  his  characteristics  in  the  Llfn  of 
I  Kemble. 


I  had  the  mclaneholy  task  ofaiinouHcing  to  him  tlie  death 
[  of  our  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Malone.    I  am  unable  to  name  in 
I  the  large  circle  of  Mr.  Kemble'a  acquaintance,  any  gentleman 
I  fcr  whom  he  had  a  more  perfect  estveni.      He  frequently 
k  alluded  in  conversation  to  the  elegance  of  hini  manners;  aud 
I  delighted  to  quote  him  as  one  of  the  best  illustrations  of  the 
r  old  school.     As  a  commentator  on  Shakspeare,  Mr.  Kemblo 
greatly  preferred  Mr.  Malone,  because  he  saw  in  him  un- 
wearied diligence  and  most  scrupulous   accuracy ;  with  an 
utter  rejection  of  that  self-display  which  had  discredited,  on 
.  too  many  occasions,  the  wit,  learning,  and  labour  of  some  of 
\.id9  rivals. 

Some  early  defect  of  vision,  increased  by  constant 
occupation  on  hooks  and  manuscripts,  tended  to  keep 
I  him  away  from  the  theatre  more  than  might  be  sup- 
I  posed.  He  saw  no  advantage  in  the  increased  size 
I  of  theatres.  "Whenever,  after  the  play,  he  walked 
I  round  to  Mr.  Kemble's  dressing-room  where  I  have 
I  joined  him,  his  usual  complaint  was,  'I  dare  say  it 
1  a  very  perfect  performance,  but  you  have  made 
your  houses  so  large  that  really  I  can  neither  hear  nor 


sec  in  them.'  On  these  occasions  when  speaking  eren 
of  Garrick,  he  would  with  the  natural  feeling  of  his 
country,  honour  Barry  with  a  parenthesis  of  praise  so 
as  to  extract  a  smile  from  Kcmhle.  The  chief  theme 
seemed  to  be  the  wonderful  beauty  of  his  voice,  aod 
its  effect  in  the  thrilling  ecstacies  of  love." 

He  had  no  airs  of  assumption  or  presumed  supe- 
riority-^never  put  on  the  learned  garb  to  silence  or 
alarm  the  less  knowing.  "  He  talked  of  literature 
without  a  tingo  of  pedantry,  with  a  seeming  imitation 
of  the  laughing  manner  of  Sir  Joshua  Keynolds." 
Again,  Boadcn  says,  "  I  met  at  Kemble's  hospitable 
board  with  such  men  as  either,  for  instruction  or 
amusement,  will  not  be  easily  excelled,  with  Mr. 
Malonc  and  Dr.  Charles  Burney." 

Malone  forms  a  striking  example  of  a  life  devoted 
almost  to  one  literary  pursuit.  The  object  indeed 
was  not  personal  but  national,  having  employed  more 
pens  and  given  birth  to  more  readers  and  admirers  in 
our  island  than  any  other  literary  topic  whatever. 
For  this  he  forsook  law,  wealth,  and  probably  station 
for  unprofitable  literature ;  and  proved  beyond  most 
other  men  fitted  for  the  occupation.  He  set  out 
with  the  determination  that  whatever  his  employment, 
its  duties  should  be  faithfully  fulfilled — that  bis  busi- 
ness in  life  was  tn  work.  A  memorandum  which  I 
found  among  his  papers,  signed  with  his  name,  coil> 
tains  this  maxim  : — "  All  the  importunities  and  per- 
plexities of  business  are  softness  and  luxury  compared 
to  the  incessant  demands  of  vacancy  and  the  uasatis- 
faetory  expedients  of  idleness." 
If  our  ancient  poetry  and  drama  be  really  objocta 
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of  national  interest  as  the  most  eminent  scholars 
maintain,  we  owe  him  serious  obligations.  He 
brought  many  useful  qualities  to  the  investigation — 
laborious  habits,  keen  spirit  of  research,  love  of  an- 
tiquity, and  determination  to  explore  farther  and 
dive  deeper  than  any  of  his  predecessors.  He  saw 
as  he  advanced  many  new  points  of  inquiry  opening 
before  him.  A  placid  peraercriiig  spirit  carried  hira 
cheerfully  onward  to  exhume  from  oblivion  such 
information,  in  print  or  manuscript,  as  imjuiry 
proved  to  exist.  From  the  solid  volume  to  the  tract 
of  a  few  leaves,  nothing  was  unexamined  that  could 
be  procured.  He  purchased,  read,  studied,  and 
turned  to  its  proper  uses  everything  bearing  upon 
his  subject  in  the  opinions,  language,  and  manners  of 
the  olden  time.  The  very  quiet  of  the  pursuit  kept 
a  mind  occupied  and  at  ease  which  painful  private 
circumstances  might  have  caused  to  prey  upon  itself. 
A  competent  provision  left  nothing  to  apprehend  on 
the  score  of  poverty ;  and  learning,  family,  and  con- 
nections gave  him  at  once  that  standing  among  the 
educated  and  well-born  which  it  might  have  cost  others 
less  fortunately  situated  some  trouble  to  acquire. 

Emendations  of  Shakspeare's  text,  though  the  prin- 
cipal, was  not  solely  his  o^cct.  The  drama  as  but  a 
representation  of  life,  required  life  in  all  its  phases 
to  be  gauged  with  all  the  accuracy  which  an  attentive 
survey  of  its  peculiarities,  habits  ami  general  social 
condition  could  give.  Hence  much  ampler  reading 
than  merely  dramatic  i-eading,  was  requireil.  Poems 
and  plays  could  supply  onlv  a  part  of  the  knowledge 
necessary  to  full   acquaintance   with  the  age.     An 
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apparently  slight  fragmeut,  a  passage,  an  eptgrmin,  a 
song,  a  jest,  an  allusion,  threw  light  upon  a  speech  in 
a  play  which  had  jjiizzled  or  misled  previous  cffln- 
mentators.  Plots  wore  to  be  traced  to  histonr  or 
romance  ;  characters  to  national  feelings  of  the  time  i 
incidents  tu  traditions  then  existing,  or  received  in  the 
era  of  the  supposed  events.  This  labour  pursued  as 
he  pursued  it,  enormously  increased  the  duties,  though 
it  as  deservedly  increased  the  fame  of  the  critic.  He 
disdained  in  fact  to  skim  the  surface  of  any  subject  as 
writers  of  credit  are  too  often  found  to  do  even  in 
matters  of  moment.  He  worked  for  facts  as  men  in 
certain  positions  now  labour  for  miggets;  and  truth  to 
him  was  scarcely  less  valuable  than  gold  to  the  others. 

Inseparably  connected  with  the  written  drama  was 
the  Stage  for  its  representation.  Yet  though  beyond 
all  others  the  most  intellectual  amusement  of  the 
people,  and  thence  had  found  its  way  to  the  highest 
quarters  in  rank  and  station,  few  inquirers  had  given 
full  attention  to  its  earlier  years. 

Hero  was  another  enterprise  for  his  persevering 
spirit — curious,  unworkcd,  and  to  the  literary  anti- 
quary interesting  in  a  high  degree.  Materials  were 
scanty,  but  his  exertions  unwearied.  Wherever  docu- 
ments or  books  of  the  time  existed  fitted  to  aid  his 
pursuits,  there  was  he  to  be  found — whether  in  libra- 
ries, less  frequented  repositories,  or  unaired  and  unfur> 
nished  rooms.  His  business  was  to  explore  and  note — 
to  feast  at  home  In  the  evening  upon  discoveries  of 
the  day,  and  fit  them  into  form  and  consistence  for  the 
public  eye.  Unwearied  assiduity  produced  its  Usual 
effects.     Ho  has  left  a  history  of  the  stage  such  as 
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few  thought  could  have  been  written,  and  none  but 
whom  have  admired, 

Burke,  as  we  have  seen,  was  one  of  the  first.  His 
large  views  and  comprehensive  information  had  fore- 
seen the  difficulty ;  and  so  great  was  his  curiosity 
that  on  receiving  the  work,  although  in  the  midst  of 
serious  engagements,  ho  went  nearly  through  it  at 
once,  and  immediately  as  we  have  seen,  testified  his 
gratification.  AVritcrs  who  have  since  touched  this 
theme,  amid  endless  differences  upon  all  other  points, 
have  uniformly  borne  similar  testimony. 

Malonc,  therefore,  had  the  merit  of  originating  and 
completing  a  great  work  in  the  history  of  letters,  as  one 
of  our  greatest  authorities  has  testified.  "  The  stage," 
said  Burke  on  this  occasion,  "  may  he  considered  as 
the  republic  of  active  UteratuTJ,  and  its  history  as  the 
history  of  that  state."  What  was  thus  accomplished 
no  pains  were  spared  by  our  author  to  improve ;  for 
much  of  his  subsequent  career  was  spent  in  fishing 
out  for  a  second  edition  all  that  could  be  supposed 
wanting  in  the  first.  As  to  Shakspeare  he  mainly 
devoted  his  life,  so  to  bis  skirts  he  may  lawfully  cling 
for  a  touch  of  that  immortality  which  his  principal 
has  so  wonderfully  earned. 

Among  other  pursuits  of  taste  and  leisure  was  a 
collection  of  engraved  portraits  of  persons  in  Knglish 
history ;  cbiefiy  poets  and  others  of  literary  emi- 
nence. These,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Reverend 
Thomas  R.  Rooper  of  Brighton,  I  have  looked  over 
with  much  interest.  One  large  volume  contains  four 
hundred  and  sixty-three  of  various  merit.  Twenty- 
three  are  of  Shakspeare,  eleven  or  twelve  of  Dryden, 
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nine  of  Pope.  The  rarest  are  about  fortv  in  number; 
noted  as  of  Gower,  Howard,  Sbakspeare,  Donne, 
Chapman,  Fanshaw,  Cowley,  Overbury,  Drydeii, 
Prior,  Addison,  and  otbers.  Occasionally  he  pur- 
chased works  of  cost  to  cut  out  such  portraits  as  were 
rare  or  good.  Members  of  his  own  "  Literary  Club" 
were  of  c;oursc  not  forgotten — those  at  least  which 
were  procurable  and  of  sufficient  note  in  public  life. 
They  are  preserved  in  a  separate  volume. 

The  researches  involved  by  bis  pursuits  necessa- 
rily led  to  the  formation  of  a  good  library.  He 
became  a  purchaser  to  some  extent  of  Heed's,  Far- 
mer's, and  other  collections  that  promised  anything 
rare.  Upon  these  most  of  his  savings  were  spent 
and  notwithstandinjj  this  acquisitive  spirit  says — '*Ho 
should  lament  to  acquire  others,  as  implying  the  loss  of 
bis  friend  (liindley),  and  he  was  quite  sure  he  would 
feel  equal  regret  at  seeing  his  in  the  market." 

His  mission  however  as  collector  was  less  general 
than  special.  Anything  of  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  her 
predecessors  or  indeed  successors  even  to  bis  own 
time  bearing  upon  poetry  and  the  drama,  formed  the 
business  of  his  life  to  obtain.  No  research  was 
spfircd,  no  sale  unattended,  no  novelty  tmoxamined, 
no  money  grudged  to  glean  information  from  every 
source.  Whenever  ono  collector  died  off  who  was 
rich  in  curious  rarities,  anotiier  was  in  the  field  to 
acquire  them.  The  longest  purse  was  usually  suc- 
cessful ;  and  as  Malone  without  being  rich  was  not 
often  straitened  for  money,  and  competitors  were  then 
comparatively  few,  his  acquisitions  were  of  the  rarest 
description. 
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DISPKRSION   OP    HIS   PAPERS.  32/ 

The  gift  of  the  Misaes  Maloiic  to  the  younger 
Boswell,  accounts  for  the  dispersion  of  much  of  tlieir 
brother's  correspondence  and  of  other  literary  papers 
known  to  be  m  his  possession.  In  the  sale  of  the 
former  gentleman,  May  1825,  we  find  two  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  letters  addressed  to  the  critic  by 
various  correspondents — Burke,  Windham,  Farmer, 
Tyrwhitt,  Steevens,  tlie  Wartons,  Burney,  Kemblc, 
and  many  more. 

So  likewise  were  disposed  several  of  his  transcripts 
and  notes  upon  books.  These,  which  in  intervals  of 
leisure  he  took  the  trouble  to  make  more  or  less 
complete,  were  no  doubt  destined  to  future  use ; 
gome  to  illustrate  other  pieces;  a  few  for  new  edi- 
tions. Among  them  were  Kempes  Nine  Days'  Won- 
der, Sayings  of  HobheJs,  Extracts  from  Spence,  with 
manuacript  notes,  afterwards  printed ;  Milton's  Letters 
of  State,  1649-59,  nnnotated;  interleaved  copy  of 
Johimon's  Poets,  with  Notes.  Among  others  with 
which  he  amusod  himself  were — A  folio  volume  of 
autograph  collections  in  illustration  of  Shakspeare, 
with  papers  by  Steevens  and  Boswell  ;  a  quarto 
Tolume  of  extracts  from  old  household  books  of  Bap- 
tist May,  Privy  Purse  to  Charles  II.,  with  items  of 
losses  at  play  of  his  Majesty  and  Lady  Castlemaine ; 
Diary  of  Philip  Ilenslowe  in  Dulwich  College  of 
theatrical  companies,  with  notes  and  corrections;  a 
memorandum  book  from  Dodsley's  papers,  illustrative 
of  literary  history,  and  notes  upon  Hhakspeare.  And 
others  doubtless  exist  of  which  no  record  is  preserved. 

One,  however,  must  not  be  forgotten.  It  is  a 
.collection  of  "  Tracts,"  above  seven  hundred  in  num- 


328  LfFB  OF  EDMOND  MALOKK. 

ber,  comprised  in  seventy-six  volumes.  These  chiefly 
proceeded  from,  or  are  connectfid  with,  persons  of  his 
own  or  the  preceding  age.  Many  arc  freely  anno- 
tated ;  and  the  whole  passed  iuto  the  world  at  his 
sale  in  1818.  They  cnme  again  into  the  book-market 
in  1833,  under  the  auspices  of  Thorpe,  the  well- 
known  dealer  in  such  literary  wares.  He  gives  an 
outline  of  their  authors  and  contents,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix;  and  making  allowance  for  the 
usual  eloquence  of  trade,  forms  a  fair  summarv  of 
both.  Such  a  collection,  embracing  many  things  now 
scarce  or  unattainable,  should  find  place  in  some 
public  library. 

His  will  was  made  in  1801.  Lord  Sunderlin  is 
named  sole  executor,  to  whom  he  leaves  the  Shingla» 
and  Cavan  property ;  three  thousand  pounds  to  each 
of  his  sisters ;  an  annuity  to  Mrs.  Susanna  Spencer; 
memorials  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Windham,  Mr.  Forth; 
his  servants ;  and  earnestly  recommends  his  sistere  to 
the  affectionate  care  of  their  brother. 

His  library  he  valued  very  moderately  at  two 
thousand  pounds;  and  would  wish  it  to  remain  an 
heirloom  at  Baronston,  the  family  scat.  But  remem- 
bering there  was  no  immediate  descendant — no  child 
of  his  brother,  sisters,  himself,  or  particularly  valued 
relative,  and  that  such  want  might  be  fatal  to  its 
integrity,  he  then  mentions  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
But  not  desiring  to  make  it  an  absolute  trust,  finally 
leaves  the  disposal  to  Lord  Sunderlin. 

The  result  was  that  his  lordship,  deeming  so 
remarkable  a  collection  more  accessible  to  scholars  in 
England  than  in  Dublin,  or  in  compliment  to  the 
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spot  where  he  finished  his  educatiou,  offered  it  to 
Oxford  in  1815.  The  tender  met  respectful  accept- 
ance from  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  other  assembled 
officials;  and  in  1821,  when  tbe  vounger  Boswell  had 
finished  the  edition  of  Skakspeare  intrusted  to  him 
hy  Malonc,  the  remainder  of  the  books  still  in  his 
possession  were  transferred  to  the  Bodleian  Library. 
The  collector  himself  terms  it  "  The  most  curious, 
valuable,  and  extensive  collection  ever  assembled  of 
ancient  English  plays  and  poetry."  This  is  quite 
true.  Wo  have  nothing  like  it  or  approaching  to  it 
elsewhere ;  nor  could  a  second  such  collection  pro- 
bably be  formed.  lie  told  Caldwell,  who  repeats 
the  remarkable  fact,  that  he  had  procured  every 
dramatic  piece  mentioned  by  Langbaine,  excepting 
four  or  five — the  advantage,  observes  that  gentleman, 
flf  living  in  London. 

The  number  of  printed  volumes  and  tracts  in  a 
folio  catalogue  of  forty-six  pages  printed  by  the 
University,  amounts  to  about  two  thousand  seven 
hundred.*  Tbe  majority  poetical  and  dramatic.  He 
did  not  however  turn  aside  from  other  pieces  of 
ancient  date  bearing  upon  manners,  opinions,  or  events 
of  the  time;  and  the  hunter  after  such  literary  curio- 
sities may  here  make  some  gratifying  discoveries. 

The  manuscript  list,  which  embraces  several  copies 
his  own  pen,  comprises  chiefly  miscellaneous 

petry — songs,  epistles,  addresses,  ballads,  love  verses, 

igrams  (very  numerous),  elegies,  and  epitaphs.   The 
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volume 'numbered  13  has  fifty-seven  pieces  of  tbat 
description;  number  21,  ninety-six;*  14,  thirty* 
two ;  f  forming  altogether,  perhaps,  about  threfr 
hundred  or  more.  Appended  to  some  are  explana- 
tory notes,  as,  for  instance,  "  This  manuscript  ap- 
pears to  have  been  wTittcn,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it, 
about  or  after  the  year  1644.  In  p.  91  is  an  allusion 
to  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  then  Lord  Keeper,  going 
from  London  to  the  King  at  Oxford,  which  was  in 
1642 ;  and  in  p.  38,  the  pulling  down  of  Cheapside 
Cross  is  mentioned.  This  was,  I  think,  in  1644.— 
Edmond  Malone." 

In  the  Bodleian,  they  remain  a  distinct  coUectiou 
— creditable  alike  to  the  industry,  taste,  and  patienca 
by  which  they  were  brought  together.  Nor  can 
but  feel  respect  for  that  preservative  spirit  and  tasto 
of  our  ancestors  by  which  so  many  small  pieces  of  a 
remote  age  should  have  been  snatched  from  that  hasty 
oblivion  to  which  such  things  are  commonly  destined. 
The  catalogue  hears  date  1836. 

Such  was  the  life  of  a  scholar.  Careless  of  the 
bustle  of  human  existence,  he  was  active  only  to 
road,  hear,  and  note  th<!  progress  of  its  letters.  He 
loved  them  for  their  own  sake ;  for  tho  inquiries 
induced — the  thought  and  knowledge  evolved — the 
enlargement  of  mind  acquired  by  the  successful  culti- 
vator— the  innocence  as  well  as  amusement  of  Iho  oc- 
cupation. His  topics  promised  well  for  the  quietude 
he  loved.  While  others  lost  their  temper  or  good 
manners  toward  each  other  in  critical  pursuits,  no- 
thing of  that  description  escaped  from  him. 

•  Ninety-cigbt.— H.  0.  C.  f  Thirlj-three.— H.  O.  C. 
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A  few,  not  acquainted  with  tlie  peculiarities  of  his 
line  of  stutlios,  deemed  them  little  more  than  dalliance 
with  letters — a  kind  of  agreeable  disporting  over  the 
green  fields  of  literature.  They  knew  not  the  labours 
it  involved ;  the  occasional  difficulties  of  access  to 
the  places  where  deposited ;  the  interminable  research, 
the  exhausted  patience,  eyes,  and  frames  of  which  I 
have  in  him  endeavoured  to  depict  an  outline.  None 
of  his  predecessors  had  attempted  what  he  accom- 
plished. Few  of  his  successors  have,  on  most  points, 
added  materially  to  our  knowledge.  When  assailed 
for  excess  of  accuracy  by  the  idle  or  superficial,  he 
disdained  reply. 

lie  was  studious,  and  selected  an  object  of  popular 
study  J  inquiring,  and  left  nothing  unexplored  likely 
to  afford  information  ;  reflective,  and  therefore  usually 
accurate  in  drawing  conclusions  where  positive  testi- 
mony was  at  fault.  Ilia  talents  were  steady  and 
practical;  his  learning  extensive;  his  critical  judg- 
ments, as  we  have  seen  in  the  preceding  pages,  sound. 
lie  who  could  throw  light  upon  the  career  of  Shak- 
speare  and  Dryden — give  us  the  first  and  best  history 
of  the  Stage — and  leave,  for  our  study  and  guidance, 
volumes  at  Oxford  which  no  other  spot  supplies,  must 
be  considered  no  small  benefactor  to  letters. 


MALOXIANA. 


Introductory  Notice. 


Under  the  date  of  1/83,  notice  has  heen  taken  in 
a  previous  page  of  a  new  occupation  by  the  subject  of 
our  memoir — that  of  taking  notes  of  such  incidents 
not  generally  known  in  life,  literature,  manners,  and 
chai'acter  as  conversation  or  inquiry  should  offer. 
The  design  was  not  new;  and  with  the  majority  of 
persons  popular,  having  furnished  much  information 
and  amusement  not  otherwise  attainable  ;  and  the 
"  Club,"  as  well  as  the  general  society  in  which  he 
mingled,  promised  that  it  should  not  be  mth  him 
unproductive. 

Few  familiar  with  London  life  but  would  gladly 
store  in  recollection  portions  of  what  they  have  heard 
in  its  varied  society.  To  many  it  is  at  once  the  most 
agreeable  and  popular  mode  of  communicating  fami- 
liarly what  may  be  otherwise  sought  in  vain.  Not 
that  it  is  of  historical,  but  rather  of  biographical 
value.  We  see  and  hear  men  of  note  talk,  or  are 
talked  of;  yet  how  rarely  arc  such  things  retained? 
How  fluent  are  the  majority  of  speakers  present  at 
a  metropolitan  party  !     How  rare  the  industry  neces- 
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sary  to  fix  their  stories  on  ])aper  ami  transmit  thein 
to  future  inquirers!  New  stories  and  new  reiatoi* 
drive  their  predecessors  from  recollection.  The  tale 
of  to-day  is  forgotten  to-morrow.  Yet  how  much  wit 
and  wisdom,  facts  and  opinions,  incidents  that  illus- 
trate hfe,  manners  and  letters,  are  thus  con3ig;ned  to 
oblivion  almost  from  the  moment  of  birth !  At  a 
London  dinner-table  arc  heard  things  which  may  not 
transpire  elsewhere.  Men  and  women  who  form  a 
puzzle  to  contemporaries  ae  well  as  to  posterity,  com- 
monly find  some  one  there  to  explain  what  is  curious, 
obscure  or  anomalous,  and  thus  throw  a  ray  of  truth 
over  what  was  previously  error  or  conjecture.  W« 
view  them  and  their  associates  face  to  face,  not 
through  the  haze  of  rumour  or  antiquity,  their  per- 
sons—not an  unimportant  part  of  the  portrait — aa 
well  as  characters. 

I  may  illustrate  this  by  a  celebrated  public  man 
of  the  last  century.  Lord  Chesterfield  is  familiar  to 
every  one.  We  know  his  wit,  pleasantry,  gallantrv, 
letters,  intrigues,  and  libertinisms ;  and  from  these  if 
unexpectedly  questioned  might  suppose  he  was  a  man 
of  personable  or  winning  exterior.  AVhat  is  the  fact 
as  described  by  his  contemporary.  Lord  Hervey  ? 

"  With  a  person  as  disagreeable  as  it  was  possible 
for  a  human  figure  to  be  without  being  deformed,  hd 
affected  following  women  of  the  first  beauty,  and  the 
most  in  fashion ;  and  if  yon  would  have  taken  his 

word    for  it,    not  without   success He 

was  very  sbort,  disproportioned,  thick,  and  clumsily 
made ;  had  a  broad,  rough-featured,  ugly  face,  with 
black  teeth,  and  a  head  big  enough  for  a  Polyphi 
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Such  a  portrait,  pictorial  or  literary,  pre- 
ixed  to  his  letters,  would  have  gone  far  to  extinguish 
all  taste  for  his  principles  I 

And  why  should  not  such  men  and  their  pecu- 
liarities be  noted  ?  Yet  I  have  lately  heard  the 
practice  censured  in  the  very  scene  of  enjojinent — a 
London  dinner-table — by  one  of  our  highest  autho- 
rities in  rank  and  letters.  The  occasion  was  a  few 
memoranda  in  the  Memoirs  of  Thomas  Moore.  What 
the  poet  put  down,  though  now  not  of  the  slightest 
moment,  was  condemned  as  breach  of  confidence  and 
the  reserve  due  to  private  society.  In  vain  I  adduced 
the  example  of  Boswcll— what  the  world  would  have 
lost  had  he  been  as  idle  or  indiflerent  to  what  was 
Aaid  as  his  then  more  celebrated  associates.  In  reply, 
lit  was  said  lie  was  an  exception  for  a  purpose — that 
lie  was  destined  for  a  biographer,  and  but  pursued  his 
calling  in  amassing  materials. 

In  the  Lite  of  Jefircy  it  is  stated  in  one  of  his 
letters  that  something  similar  in  character  took  place 
at  Holland  House.  The  noble  owner  had  assented 
to  notices  being  made  of  tbo  chat  of  the  parties 
the  manner  of  BoawcU.  Curiosity  or  comparison 
formed  the  motive — but  the  emphatic  remark  is 
made,  "  It  would  not  do"  Why,  we  are  not  told. 
Dulnosa  or  grossness  in  such  society  is  not  to  be 
•apposed.  If  too  much  tinctured  by  party  spirit,  or 
■Beret  history,  or  scandal,  or  of  questionable  autbcn- 
tacity,  or  with  disclosures  likely  to  pain  or  injure  the 
living,  those  arc  circumstances  wide  of  the  purpose 

•  Mrmoiri  of  George  II.,  vol.  i.  p.  9G.  184B.  l-:Uited  by  Rt.  IIoH. 
IW.  Croker. 


in  view.  We  wish  to  hear  what  is  curious  or  nd 
commonly  known — whatever  may  amuse  or  : 
— what  men  of  a  certain  note  in  the  world  say  and 
how  they  say  it ;  in  fact,  how  eminent  actors  ia  the 
scenes  of  life  exhibit  themselves  on  familiar  occasioni. 
Such  anecdotes  are  not  history,  hut  they  illustrate  iW 
Where  the  reported  party  speaks  truth  and  seme,  ot 
is  simply  amusing,  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the 
curious  reporter.  But  of  such  materials,  true  at 
false,  there  is  certainly  no  danger  of  an  abuadance* 
Men  are  too  idle  for  that.  Not  one  iu  ten  thousand 
will  voluntarily  sit  down  to  recapitulate  or  cxprea. 
upon  paper  what  he  has  heard  verbally  the  day 
before,  although  calculated  to  strengthen  memoiyj 
amuse  his  friends,  and  enlighten  posterity. 

Malone  was  not  one  of  that  class.  Many  judged! 
him  to  be  over-diligent — the  gentleman  who  wax 
rarely  to  be  seen  at  home  without  a  pen  in  his  hand 
or  a  book  at  his  elbow.  He  found  himself  associated 
with  the  most  eminent  men  of  the  time ;  he  feU 
that  even  their  more  familiar  moments  produced 
something  for  future  infoi'mation  or  inquiry ; 
he  was  not  above  the  labour  of  recording  such  ] 
ticulars  as  might  throw  light  upon  their  own  ' 
the  previous  age.  To  evince  the  precision  of  thl 
narrator  even  in  anecdotes,  his  authority  is  usually 
given. 

He  commenced  the  business  of  noting  about  ^luy, 
1783,  and  continued  it,  with  occasional  intermissions^ 
till  the  death  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  in  1792, 
Sincere  grief  for  that  loss,  added  to  active  occupatioi 
as  one  of  his  executors,  drew  attention  away  so  lonj 
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that  it  was  never  resumed  with  the  same  spirit  as 
before.  Occasionally  he  took  up  the  pen,  but  only  in 
short  notices,  to  which  other  depressing  influences  no 
doubt  contributed. 

They  are  here  transcribed  in  the  order  in  which 
the  principal  collection  was  written,  excepting  such 
portions  as  appeared  to  belong  more  immediately  to 
the  order  of  time  in  the  narrative.  Others,  gleaned 
from  various  manuscript  sources,  are  appended. 
But  many  additions  may  yet  be  made  from  detached 
papers  and  notes  upon  books  once  in  his  library. 

[Notices  of  Dr.  Johnson  occur  early  in  the  Ma- 
loniana,  which  appear  either  in  preceding  pages,  or 
which  have  been  introduced  into  BoswoU.     But  as 
nothing  relating  to  such  a  man  should  be  lost,  I 
replace  them  bore  by  an  original  anecdote  of  interest 
which  has  escaped  the  research  of  three  such  inde- 
fatigable inquirers  as  Boswell,  Malone,  and  Croker. 
The  reader  is  indebted  for  it  to  the  Honourable 
Su"  George  Rose. 
I      [Johnson,  it  appears,  was  willing  to  exchange  the 
I  U.T  of  Bolt  Court  for  that  of  a  suburban  palace.     He 
therefore  applied  for  a  retreat  where  several  parties 
of  small  means  and  of  some  public  claims  turn  their 
.  eyes  with   similar  expectations  of  finding  a  home. 
I  He   failed — whether    with    the    knowledge    of    his 
f  Majesty  is  doubtful.     The  following  is  the  letter  of 
application,  and  reply: — ] 

["  Mr  Lord, — Being  wholly  unknown  to  your 
lordship,   I   have    only  this    apology   to  make    for 


IBiM^ijifc  to  txnahle  jam  vitli  a  nepast,  ^bal  * 
■liiWg|i'»  pstitia^  if  it  cnnot  be  eaaOj  gf^ifM* 
OBbeaMilf  refaiBd. 

[**  Some  of  the  apartmenta  are  novncwt  in  wbid) 
Itm  cncomaged  to  hope  thai  bj  ^[fbcstkn  to  joor 
kfdvh^  f  maj  obtaiii  a  zendeBCfc  Such  a  grant 
would  be  founHend  bjr  nw  as  a  great  fiiToar ;  an4 
I  hope  that  to  a  man  who  has  bad  the  banoor  of 
Tindicatiiig  hii  Majesty's  GoTemment,  a  letreat  in 
c^a  of  his  hofues  may  not  be  in){voperly  ta  TonroT' 
thil;  allowed. 

[**  I  therefcHie  request  that  your  lordship  will  be 
{leased  to  grant  such  rooms  in  Hampton  Court  as 
shall  seem  pn^>OT  to 

"  My  Lord, 
'*  Toar  lordship's  most  obedient, 

"  And  most  futhful  humble  servant, 
"  Sam.  Johnson. 
"April  11,  177^." 

[Indorsed,  "  Mr.  Saml.  Joboson  to  the  Earl  of 
Hprtford,  requesting  apartments  at  Hampton  Court. 
ll)ih  May,  1776.^  And  witfaio,  a  memorandum  of 
the  answer. 

["  Ijord  C.  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  John- 
son, and  is  aorry  he  cannot  obey  his  commands, 
haviifg  already  on  bis  bands  many  engagements  un- 
satisfied." 

•  •  •  •  ■ 

[How  this  curious  incident  escaped  the  prying 
biograptier  wbo  woult)  have  made  so  much  of  it,  is 
4ifficult  tP  surmise.    The  luresumption  is  that  it  w^ 
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withheld  from  his  knowledge  by  the  pride  of  Johnson, 
who  we  find  by  referring  to  dates,  was  in  constant 
communication  with  him  personally  at  the  time. 
Perhaps  Boswell  had  some  private  reason  for  its 
suppression. 

[By  his  own  memoranda,  it  appears  be  arrived  in 
London  from  Scotland,  March  15th,  1/76  ;  saw 
Johnson  the  following  day ;  set  out  with  him  on 
the  19th  on  an  excursion  to  Oxford,  Lichfield, 
Ashbourne,  &c.,  and  returned  on  the  29th  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  Mr.  Tbrale's  son,  which 
prevented  that  family  proceeding  to  Italy,  whither 
Johnson  was  to  accompany  them.  He  and  Boswell 
met  on  the  31st  March,  ;}rd,  4th,  5th,  7th,  10th, 
11th,  and  !2th  April,  probably  oftener;  so  that 
they  were  little  apart  when  the  letter  was  written. 
About  the  middle  of  April,  Johnson  accompanied 
the  Thrales  to  Bath.  Boswell  soon  followed.  While 
there  they  were  almost  constantly  together.  On  the 
4tb  May,  they  returned  to  Iiondon ;  and  Boswell 
occasionally  slept  at  Johnson's  house.  On  the  7th, 
8th,  and  9th  May,  they  dined  together  at  the  houses 
of  mutual  friends.  A  day  or  two  (15th)  afterward, 
he  planned  the  amusing  meeting  of  Johnson  and 
Wilkes  at  dinner  at  Dilly's  on  the  15th  May;  and 
ahortly  afterward  set  out  for  Scotland.  He  was 
therefore  in  town  at  the  time  of  Johnson's  appli- 
cation— during  all  the  period  of  its  consideration — 
and  when  it  was  refused.] 


MiLONUNA. 


EDMOND   MALONE.   1783. 

"  Conviva  est,  commessatorqne  libdlns," 

M&KTUL.  Iv.  epig.  16. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  Midiiletoa,  in  ha 
Life  of  Cicero,  was  much  indebted  to  a  book  en- 
titled De  Tribiis  Luminihus  RomanoTumy  written  by 
a  Scotchman  named  Bellenden,  and  printed  at  Paris, 
in  folio,  1633.  It  is  a  history  of  Cicero's  life  and 
times,  extracted  from  his  letters  and  orations,  and  in 
his  own  language.  It  was,  I  believe,  the  writer's  inten- 
tion to  have  pubhshed  two  other  works  of  the  same 
kind,  but  not  having  seen  the  book,*  I  know  not  who 
the  other  two  Lumina;  were.  A  gentleman  who  was 
acquainted  with  Middleton  (who  has  not  mentioned 
this  book,  though  so  much  indebted  to  it),  in 
order  to  try  him,  once  told  him  he  wondered  among 
all  the  authors  he  had  examined  when  he  was  com- 
piling his  Life  of  Cicero,  he  had  never  looked  into 
Bellenden.  He  seemed  very  much  disconcerted,  and, 
after  recollecting  himself  a  little,  only  said,  "  he  did 
not  know  how  it  happened." 


Dr.  Warton,  in  his  Essay  on  Pope,  has  mentioned 
that  three  of  our  celebrated  poets  died  singular 
deaths.  He  might  have  added  Shenstone  to  the 
number.  He  had  a  housekeeper  who  lived  with  him 
in  the  double  capacity  of  maid  and  mistress;  and 
being  offended  with  her  on  some  occasion,  he  went 

•  Since  this  waa  written  I  have  purchased  it,  but  it  gives  no  infortna* 
tion  relative  to  its  title. — Mai.  M.  i!c  (Juiucey  in  one  of  hia  emyi 
■ulverla  to  the  subject  of  Uiddleton's  obligations  to  JieUenden. 


out  of  bis  house  and  sat  all  night  in  his  ]>o^ 
ID  much  agitation,  in  consequence  of  which  hd 
a  cold  that  eventually  caused  his  death.  \ 


I 


Mr.  Hamilton  (Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
Ireland)  informs  ^le  that  Johnson  has  written  his 
oii-n  life.*  He  once  saw  it  on  his  table.  He  had~ 
thoughts'  of  writing  a  second  part  to  his  admirable 
work)  Rasselas,  but  I  know  not  whether  he  ever 
executed  it.f  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  ho 
did  not  translate  Tacitus,  a  work  that  I  have  heard 
he  once  liad  thoughts  of  undertaking.  How  well  he 
would  have  done  it,  may  be  collected  from  his  trans- 
lation of  part  of  Milton's  Panegyric  on  Cromwell. 

I  should  be  glad  to  see  some  of  his  very  earliest 
prose  productions  before  he  came  to  London,  in  order 
to  ascertain  whether  from  the  first  he  adopted  the 
Btyle  by  which  he  has  been  so  much  distinguished. 
Lobo  being  a  translation  from  the  French,  ia  not  a 
fair  specimen.    In  the  preface  to  it  his  style  is  clearly 

■  discernible.  I  imagine  there  are  three  periods  or 
epochs  in  his  style.  At  first  he  was  certainly  simpler 
than  afterwards.  Between  the  years  1/50  and  1758 
his  style  was,  I  think,  in  its  hardest  and  most  laboured 

'  state.     Of  late,  it  is  evidently  improved. 

'  His  last  work,  the  lAves  of  the  Poets,  has  all  the 
vigour  and  energy  of  the  Rambler,  without  so  much 
artificial  niceness  in  the  construction  of  the  sentences, 
and  without  the  hardness  of  phraseology  that  distin- 
guishes  that  work.     He  formed  his  style,  I  imagine, 

'  ThUwu  doubtless  the  skelcii  of  his  childhood,  irecognizctl  as  genuioe. 
t  I  hftve  unce  foaod  that  he  never  did. — M<d.    Mr.  Hajniltou  was 
I  Waiiani  Oerard,  noticeJ  in  the  Lifv. 


on  Hooker,  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  and  the  authfll 
the  Demy  of  Piety — an  admirable  writer,  who  Ai 
serves  to  be  much  more  studied  than  he  is,  on  accoiml 
of  the  energy  of  his  style,  and  the  very  lively  imagery 
in  which  he  everywhere  abounds,  both  in  the  wort 
already  mentioned  and  the  Governmenf  of  the  Tongue. 
There  is  a  little  too  much  of  cant  in  his  works,  and 
somewhat  too  gloomy  and  austere  an  enforcement  ol 
religious  doctrines.  Had  be  written  on  any  dthei 
subject  than  religion,  he  would  have  been,  I  beliere, 
a  very  popular  author. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  the  gentleman  ahovc-mentioned,  \i 
master  of  an  admirable  style,  and  verj'  happy  in  short 
charactcristick  expressions.  Being  asked  what  he 
thought  of  the  two  most  distinguished  orators  of  the 
present  day,  Mr.  C.  Fox  and  young  Mr.  Pitt,  he 
said  the  oratory  of  the  latter  appeared  to  him  bnly 
"  languid  elegance  ; "  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  '*  spirited 
vulgarity." 

It  is  a  striking  circumstance  and  pfesunaptive 
proof  that  Mr.  Fos.*  is  little  better  than  a  popular 
declaimer,  and  ready  and  dexterous  parliamentary 
disputant  (which  he  is  universally  allowed  to  be),  hut 
with  no  pretensions  to  the  character  of  a  real  orator; 
that  no  marked  or  singularly  happy  expression  of  his 
has  ever  been  quoted  after  any  debate  in  a  period 
of  ten  years.  This  was  not  the  case  with  Lord 
Chatham,  Mr.  Charles  Townshend,  Mr.  Flood,  and 

•  When  1  wrote  this,  I  had  not  often  heard  S!r.  Wax.  I  have  einco, 
and  now  think  him,  if  not  a  cotuummate  orator,  a  most  &ble,  Tigoroiu, 
and  impreasivc  speaker.  lie  '\s  alwayn  logical,  acute,  various,  rapid, 
copious,  and  cnergctick,  and  perfectly  exhausts,  though  be  seldom  adomi 
his  nibjccL  lie  ii  also  uncommonly  dexterous  and  able  in  displaying  Hiif 
weak  parts  of  his  adveraary's  arguments.— Jtfo/. 


Mr.  Hussey  Burgh  (the  last  two  of  Ireland),  the 
most  distinguished  orators  of  the  present  age. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  in  conversation  with  the  late 
Bishop  Warburton,  asked  him,  what  his  opinion  was 
of  Ei/con  Bas^ilikef  That  he  was  almost  afraid  of 
delivering  his  own  sentiments  of  that  work,  but  that 
really  it  appeared  to  hira,  notwithstanding  all  the 
noise  made  about  it  and  all  the  editions  it  had  gone 
through,  to  have  very  little  merit.  "  Yon  are  very 
right,"  said  the  bishop ;  "  it  has  mostly  been  sup- 
ported by  the  cry  of  party."  "  Well,"  said  Mr. 
Hamilton,  "since  I  find  I  have  the  sanction  of  your 
lordship's   concurrence  so  far,  I  will  venture  to  go 

It  little  farther,  and  own  that  I  cannot  see  any  very 
extraordinary  merit  in  another  much  talked  of  and 
much  admired  work — Lord  Clarendon's  History  of 
the  Civil  Wars."  "  Ah,  now  you  have  undone  your- 
self with  mo,"  replied  the  bishop.  "  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  compositions  that  was  ever  written.  I  have 
read  it  at  least  a  dozen  times,  and  filled  everj-  leaf 
iHth  manuscript  observations." 


Mr.  Hamilton,  talking  to  me  on  this  subject,  said 
I  he  still  continued  of  the  same  opinion.  Speaking  of 
the  endless  parentheses  and  tedious  length  of  his 
sentences,  he  observed,  in  his  usual  marked  manner, 
that  "  there  was  not  only  all  the  formalitj'  of  the  old 
courtier  and  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  work,  but  his 
very  wig,  and  gown,  and  band,  and  mace,  too." 

I  agree  with  him  entirely  with  respect  to  the  style, 
I  and  yet  surely  the  book  is  worth  reading  for  the  sake 


of  the  characters  alone.  The  simplicity  and  probity 
of  the  writer,  too,*  conspicuous  throughout  the  work, 
are  very  captivating.  Hume  says  very  justly,  that 
"  he  is  not  near  so  partial  in  fact  as  he  appears  to 
be,"  for  he  shows  a  perpetual  icisk  to  apologize  for 
Charles,  and  yet,  in  truth,  states  fairly  and  correctly 
enough  all  those  enormities,  which  afterwards  cost 
him  his  crown  and  his  life. 

[The  Clarendon's  History  above-mentioned,  with 
Warburton's  Kotes,  he  bequeathed  to  his  friend  Dr. 
Hurd,  in  whose  possession  it  now  is.] 


Dr.  Warburton  had  scribbled  a  good  deal  in  many 
other  of  his  books.  He  bequeathed  them,  I  think, 
to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bath  Hospital ;  but 
his  wife  having  notice  of  it,  and  the  old  man  being 
for  the  two  or  three  last  years  of  his  life  in  nearly 
a  state  of  dotage,  she  disposed  of  them  in  his  lifetime, 
if  I  mistake  not,  to  Payne,  the  bookseller,  and  they 
are  now  dispersed. 


Se  inherited  all  Mr.  Pope's  copies  of  the  old 
quarto  editions  of  Shakspeare,  which  ho  bound  np 
in  two  volumes;  but  in  1/66,  on  Mr.  Steevens  re- 
publishing them,  he  disposed  of  those  valuable  copies 
to  Payne,  who  put  them  into  the  sale  of  Mr.  Mallet's 
books,  which  at  the  time  were  selling  by  auction. 
They  were  not  numbered  in  Mallet's  catalogue,  but 
sold  at  the  end  of  his  quarto  plays  for  three  guineas ; 
but  I  never  could  learn  to  whom. 

•  "  Tet  ttill  I  love  the  language  of  his  heart," 
ia  full;  M  applicable  to  Mm  aa  to  Cowley. 
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f  Pope's  collection  of  the  pieces  written  against  him, 
on  accoimt  of  the  Dunciad,  are  in  Bishop  Hurd's 
possession. 

Mr.  Warburton,  about  the  year  1750  or  1752, 
being  in  company  with  Quia,  the  player,  at  Mr. 
Aliens,  near  Bath,  took  several  opportunities  of  being 
sharp  upon  him,  on  the  subject  of  his  love  of  eating 
and  his  voluptuous  life.  However,  in  the  course  of 
the  evening,  he  said  he  should  be  obliged  to  Quin  for 
"  a  touch  of  his  quality,"  as  he  could  never  again  sec 
him  on  the  stage.  Quin  said  that  plays  were  then 
quite  out  of  his  head ;  however,  he  believed  he  re- 
membered a  few  lines  of  Pierre ;  on  which  he  got  up, 
and  looking  directly  at  Mr.  Allen,  repeated  ore  ro- 
tunda— 

"  lloneat  men 
Are  the  soft  easy  cUBhioas  on  which  knaves 
Repose  and  fatten." 

Warburton  gave  him  no  further  trouble  for  the  rrat 
of  the  evening. 


The  late  Lord  Bath  (formerly  Mr.  Pultney)  used 
to  say  that  Quin  was  incomparably  the  best  per- 
former of  Sir  John  Brute ;  Gibber,  the  worst ;  and 
Garrick,  next  to  Quin. 


I  have  never  been  able  to  meet  with  any  person 
who  had  seen  Betterton  or  Booth  ;  but  am  persuaded 
that  their  manner  was  very  pompous  and  false,  and 
that  they  spoke  in  a  high,  unnatural  tone.  Yet  if 
we  are  to  believe  the  Taller  s  description  of  Better- 
ton's  Hamlet^  it  was  all  nature.     I  am,  however. 


incredulous ;  because  Booth,  undotibtedlr,  copied 
Bettertoa ;  and  o!d  Gibber  copied  both  in  tragedy 
as  well  as  he  could.  He  was,  indeed,  a  verj  bad 
tragedian ;  but  from  his  manner,  though  unhappy 
and  extravagant  (and  there  are  some  now  living  ib&i 
remember  him),  one  may  form  some  guess  what 
effect  the  same  general  manner,  more  chastened  aiid 
correct  (as  it  probably  was  in  Betterton),  would 
have.  Kyan,  who  died  about  the  year  1 758,  was  the 
last  actor  of  the  old  school. 


Mr.  Glover,  author  of  Leojiidas,  told  me  he 
well  remembered  Garrick's  first  appearance  at  Gobd- 
man's  Fields.  He  was  then  intimate  with  the  ol<l 
Lord  Cobham.  This  nobleman  had  seen  Betterton ; 
and  told  Glover  that  Garrick  was  infinitely  a  better 
actor;  and  that  till  he  appeared,  no  performer  hail 
even  attempted  the  quick,  lively,  and  natural  display 
of  the  passions  for  which  he  was  so  much  distin- 
guished. 


Mr.  Pope  also  saw  Garrick  in  1743,  and  was 
greatly  struck  by  him.  He  said  the  young-  man 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  spoiled,  for  he  would 
have  no  competitor. 


Lord  Mansfield  told  Mr.  W.  Gerard  Hamilton 
this  winter  (1783),  that  what  he  most  regretted 
to  have  lost  by  the  burning  of  his  house  (at  the 
time  of  the  riots,  set  on  foot  about  three  years  ago 
by  that  wicked  canting  hypocrite  Lord  George 
Grordon)    was  a  speech  that  he  had  made  on  the 
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question  how  far  the  privilege  of  Parliament  ex- 
tended ;  that  it  contained  alt  the  eloquence  and  all 
the  law  he  was  master  of ;  that  it  was  fairly  written 
out ;  and  that  he  had  no  other  copy.  Mr.  Daines 
Barrington  informed  me  that  the  book  here  alluded 
to  contained  eight  speeches  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords ;  all  fairly  written  fox  the  press,  and  now 
irreparably  lost. 

When  Lord  Mansfield  (then  Mr.  Murray)  was 
examined  before  the  Privy  Council  about  the  year 
1747,  for  drinking  the  Pretender's  health  on  his 
knees  (which  he  certainly  did),  it  was  urged  against 
him,  among  other  things,  to  show  how  strong  a  well- 
wisher  he  was  to  the  cause  of  the  exiled  family,  that, 
when  he  was  employed  as  Solicitor- General  against 
Ihe  rebels  who  were  tried  in  1746,  he  had  never 
used  that  term,  but  always  called  them  unfortunate 
gentlemeii.  When  he  came  to  his  defence  he  said 
the  fact  was  true ;  and  he  should  only  say  that  "  he 
pitied  that  man's  loyalty,  who  thought  that  epithets 
could  add  to  the  guilt  of  treason ! "  an  admirable 
■fastance  of  a  dexterous  and  subtle  evasion. 


Lord  Mansfield's  general  method  in  his  speeches 

■in  the  House  of  Lords  is  to  lay  down  some  clear 

l£rst  principles,  commonly  those  which  the  adverse 

arty  have  most  relied  upon.      He   allows  all   the 

force  of  the  precedents  quoted,  and    the   propriety 

of  the  general  doctrines  in  favour  of  constitutional 

liberty  for  which  the  patriots  of  the  last  two  centuries 

■iiave  struggled  so  hard ;  and  then  by  some  nice  and 

iabtle  distinctions,  to  show  that  the  particular  case 


ftr  a  gBui  «Ue  m.  tfce  mammr  I  ksie  ^aaliaBBd, 
«■  4e  k^  fc  I  af  SKHi^  fihB^,  br  an  a£  a 
MMacB  iBaBa.  Hta  ■■£  aocsoBB  ibbk  ie  vas  aBOBKT 
to  aoiBiaiii,  ia  «der  to  fnae  alat  dto  MiaiBtry 
had  doK  to  be  o—lilBliiwil  '^  What  m  Jaam'd 
uume-meOxd  JUImr  it  »!'  sad  Mr.  Tovmhend, 
afca  stood  vidna  a  fern  nards  cf  Idm.  Mr.  Hatdbia- 
90O  (die  late  ftnK  Sciguml  and  jpfumi  Profort 
of  die  Uidfciaiiif  of  DdbGs)  gcnenDj  |iuismgi  dus 
aediod  in  die  Hove  of  CoHMOBs  of  Irdand. 


Lord  Mantfdd  tdd  Mr.  HamiHmi  diat  what 
Dr«  Jofanscm  sa^  of  Pc^ie,  diat  ^he  was  a  dull  com- 
pankni,"  is  not  true.  ^  He  was  Terr  liTely  and  enter- 
taimng  when  at  his  ease;  and  in  a  small  company 
Tcry 


Pope  talking  once  to  Lord  Mansfield  about  posthu- 
moos  fieune,  said  that  the  surest  method  of  securing 
it  would  be  to  leave  a  sum  of  money  to  be  laid  out 
in  an  entertainment   to  be  given  once  every   year 


*  Lord  MaaffiekTf  account  is  different  from  erery  other,  and  I 
not  true.  He  k  not  to  be  trosted  on  this  head ;  for  he  nnut  then  hmTe 
been  greatly  flattered  by  being  in  Pope's  oompany.  Besides,  his  own  oon- 
Yeraation  was  never  very  brilliant,  and  he  was  always  yery  fond  of  bad 
Jokes  and  doll  stories,  so  that  his  UuUvdA  judgment  on  this  salgeet  may 
be  tafpMted«— iUUl 
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to  the  first  form  of  Westminster  School  for  ever ; 
and  that  the  testator  would  by  this  means  ensure 
ealogiunis  and  Latin  verses  to  the  end  of  the  world. 


I 


The  late  Lord  Chatham  (when  Mr.  Pitt)  on  some 
occasion  made  a  very  long  and  able  speech  in  the 
Privy  Council,  relative  to  some  naval  matter.  Every 
one  present  was  struck  by  the  force  of  his  eloquence. 
I/ord  Anson,  who  was  no  orator,  being  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  differing  entirely  in 
opinion  from  Mr.  Pitt,  got  up,  and  oidy  said  these 
words,  "  My  lords,  Mr.  Secretary  is  verj'  eloquent, 
and  has  stated  his  own  opinion  very  plausibly.  I 
am  no  orator,  and  all  I  shall  say  is,  that  he  knows 
nothing  at  all  of  what  he  has  been  talking  about." 
This  short  reply,  together  with  the  confidence  the 
Council  had  in  Lord  Anson's  professional  skill,  had 
such  an  effect  on  every  one  present,  that  they  imme- 
diately determined  against  Mr.  Pitt's  proposition. 


A  few  weeks  before  Lord  Chatham  died,  Lord 
Camden  paid  him  a  visit.  Lord  Chatham's  son, 
the  present  celebrated  W.  Pitt,  left  the  room  on 
Lord  Camden's  coming  in.  "You  see  that  young 
man "  (said  the  old  lord) ;  "  what  I  now  say,  bo 
assured,  is  not  the  fond  partiality  of  a  parent,  but 
grounded  on  a  very  accurate  examination.  Rely 
upon  it,  that  young  man  will  be  more  distinguished 
in  this  country  than  ever  his  father  was."  His  pro- 
phecy is  in  part  accomplished.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  ho  was    Chancellor    of   the  Exchequer;    and 


before  he  bad  attained  his  twenty-fiftb  year  had  beuii 
offered,  and  refused,  the  place  of  First  Minister.* 


When  the  late  Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbury  made  hia 
first  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Charles 
Townshend  asked,  with  an  affected  surprise,  who 
he  was?  He  had  never  seen  him  before.  "Ah I 
you  must,  at  least,  have  heard  of  him.  That's  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Harris  of  SaUsbury,  who  has  written 
a  very  ingenious  book  on  grammar,  and  another  on 
inrtue." — *'  What  the  devil  then  brings  him  here  ?  I 
am  sure  he  \rill  neither  find  the  one  nor  the  other 
in  the  House  of  Commons." 

Mr.  Townshend  knew  Mr.  Harris  well  enough ; 
but  it  was  a  common  practice  with  him,  as  with 
other  wits,  to  lay  traps  for  saying  good  things. 


Mr.  Lees  (of  the  post-office  in  Ireland),  who  was 

originally  a  clerk  in  the  Townshend  family,  told  me 

that  it  was  Mr.  Charles  Townshend's  usual  practice 

to  dictate  speeches  on  every  great  question ;  that  he 

had  himself  frequently  written  down  for  him  three  or 

four  speeches  on  the  same  subject ;  that  afterwards 

he  used  to  ride  out  and  converse  with  various  people, 

both  those  who  were  likely  to  be  on  the  same  side 

with  himself,  and  those  of  the  opposite  party.    When 

he  had  sucked  all  their  arguments  out  of  them,  he 

would  then  dictate  another  speech  on  a  different  side 

of  the  question  from  that  which  he  bad  before  taken. 

In  the  House,  however,  he  never  spoke  any  of  these 

•  Aikrworda,  in  1784,  he  was  appointed  Fir»t  Lord  of  the  Treasui; 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  continncd  in  office  till  Jaanaiy 
l«Oia.—MaL 


I 
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speechee ;  but  Bome  of  the  language  he  had  employed 
in  dictating  them,  %vould  naturally  recur  to  his  mind, 
and  lie  always  interlaced  a  great  deal  of  new  matter 
in  answer  to  what  had  fallea  in  the  course  of  the 
debate.  This  method  seems  unquestionably  the  best, 
having  all  the  sprightliness  of  extempore  speaking, 
with  the  grace  and  elegance  of  composition.  This 
kind  of  preparation  was  peculiarly  proper  for  a  man 
who  did  not  always  know  when  ho  came  into  the 
House,  on  which  side  of  the  question  the  convenience 
or  circumstances  of  the  day  might  induce  him  to  get 
up  to  speak. 

I  have  heard  that  the  best  speech  he  ever  made  was 
after  drinking  two  bottles  of  champagne  in  the  Par- 
liament coffee-house.  There  is  nothing  of  his  now 
remaining,  I  believe,  except  a  pamphlet,  entitled  a 
Defence  (if  the  Minoriii/,  on  the  question  of  General 
Warrants,  published  I  think  in  1/66;  the  inscription 
on  his  brother,  Roger  Townshend,  in  Westminster 
Abbey;,  and  two  or  three  small  poems  in  Dodsley's 
pollection.  

Some  little  management  and  dexterity  is  necessary 
pven  in  telling  truths.  Secretary  Craggs  used  to 
relate  of  himself  that,  when  he  first  came  into  office, 
he  made  it  a  rule  to  tell  every  person  who  applied  to 
him  for  a  favour  the  exact  truth ;  *  that  he  was  either 
engaged  to  give  the  place  in  question  to  some  one 
fllse,  or  if  that  were  not  the  case,  that  he  could  not 
poesibly  promise  the  office,  as  other  persons  with 
superior  pretensions  might  have  a  claim  to  it.     But 


he  found  by  experience  that  this  method  rendered  him 
uniTersally  odious;  and  that  the  only  way  of  being 
popular,  is — whether  you  comply  with  men's  solicd- 
tations  or  not — to  soothe  them  with  hopes  and.Jair 
speeches. 


Lord  Chesterfield,  when  Lord-Lieutenant  in  Ire- 
land, being  asked  one  day  whom  he  thought  the 
greatest  man  of  the  time,  said — *'  The  last  man  who 
arrived  from  England,  be  he  who  he  might."  There 
is  some  truth  in  this.  Dublin  depends  a  great  deal  on 
London  for  topics  of  conversation,  as  every  secondary 
metropolis  must ;  and  the  last  man  who  arrives  from 
the  great  scene  of  action  (if  of  any  degree  of  conse- 
quence) is  courted  as  being  supposed  to  know  many 
little  particulars  not  communicated  by  letters  or  the 
public  prints.  Every  person  in  a  distant  county- 
town  in  England  experiences  something  of  this  on  the 
arrival  of  a  friend  from  the  metropolis. 


The  late  Lord  Southwell  (Thomas,  third  lord), 
who  was  a  relation  of  Lord  Chesterfield,  told  me  that 
he  had  left  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times  behind  him, 
which  he  (Lord  S.)  had  seen  in  the  possession  of  Sir 
W.  Stanhope,  Lord  Chesterfield's  brother.  But  they 
have  never  been  published. 


Lord  Bath's  Memoirs  of  the  same  period  are,  I 
believe,  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Douglas,  bis  chaplain;* 
and  I  know  not  why  they  are  kept  from  the  world. 
The  only  piece  that  I  have  seen  of  his  writing  is, 
*  ^ce  made  Bishop  of  Carlulc,  aud  aftenvarda  removed  to  Saliabuiy. 
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Seasonable  Hints  frmn.  an  Honest  Man,  published 
about  1761.  He  wrote  some  of  tlie  papers  of  the 
Craftxman,  but  I  know  not  which  of  them. 


I 
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Quin,  the  player,  might  have  been  mentioned  in 
addition  to  Gibber,  as  proof  of  the  false  taste  and  bad 
manner  of  the  old  actors.  lie  came  on  the  stage 
about  the  year  1720,  and  of  consequence  played  some 
years  with  Booth,  whose  manner  therefore  in  tragedy 
probably  bore  some  ge7ierul  resemblance  to  his. 
Quin,  like  all  the  other  actors  of  that  time,  used  to 
make  inordinate  long  pauses  by  way  of  adding  weight 
and  dignity  to  a  passage.  When  Garrick  first  came 
on  the  stage,  the  admirers  of  the  old  manner  could 
not  reconcile  themselves  to  the  new  mode  of  playing 
introduced  by  him,  and  were  clamorous  in  all  public 
places  in  praise  of  Quin.  At  last  it  was  fixed  that 
they  should  perform  in  the  same  piece,  and  the  ad- 
mirers of  the  old  stage  had  no  doubt  they  should  be 
triumphant.  The  Fair  Penitent  was  the  play  chosen, 
in  which  Garrick  performed  Lothario,  and  Quin, 
Horatio.  The  first  act  took  up  an  hour  in  the  per- 
formance, from  the  contention  between  the  parties 
who  should  be  loudest  and  longest  in  the  applause  of 
their  favourite ;  and  from  Quin's  slow  and  solemn 
recitation.  At  last  a  trivial  circumstance  gave 
Garrick  the  victory.  In  the  last  scene  of  the  second 
act,  Lothario  challenges  Horatio :  "  Two  hours  ere 
noou  to-morrow,  I  expect  thee."  Quin,  with  his 
usual  statclincss  paused  so  long  before  he  gave  an 
answer,  that  some  simple  fellow  in  the  gallery  grew 
impatient,  and  cried  out ;  "  D —  your  blood  I  why 


don't  you  tell  the  little  gentleman  whether  youll  meek 
him  or  no?"  This  entirely  disconcerted  Quin,  and 
the  contest  was  decided  in  favour  of  his  rival. 


Mr.  JephsoD,*  who  knew  him,  told  me  however 
that  his  manner  of  reciting  in  private,  though  pom* 
pous,  had  a  certain  natural  weight  and  digiuCT~ 
which,  after  you  were  a  Httle  used  to  it,  was  not 
disagreeahle.  He  was  fond  of  quoting  Milton — the 
only  English  poet  that  he  much  studied  except 
Shakspcarc ;  and  bo  little  was  the  latter  author 
read  at  that  time,  and  so  false  the  taste  of  that  ngc, 
that  Quin,  who  vcrj-  frequently  used  to  repeat  pas- 
sages of  Macbeth  in  company,  always  quoted  the 
wretched  alteration  of  that  drama  made  by  Sir  Wm- 
Davenant  and  published  in  16/4.  Probably  ho  had 
never  read  the  original  play.  So  little  relish  had  the 
nation  in  general  for  the  real  beauties  of  Shakspeare, 
and  so  little  was  he  read,  that  this  insult  to  his 
memory  was  suffered  to  keep  possession  of  the  stage 
for  nearly  seventy  years.  It  is  a  singular^  circum- 
stance that  the  late  Mrs.  Pritchard,  who  was  cele- 
brated in  the  part  of  Lmhf  Mavbeth,  owned  not  long 
before  she  died  tliat  she  had  never  read  the  play,  nor 
knew  any  more  of  it  than  what  was  contained  in  her 
own  part,  written  for  her  by  the  prompter. 


Darius  Tibertus,  an  Italian,  abridged  the  Lives  of 
Plutarch,  in  Latin  ;  but  I  have  never  met  with  the 
book.  

*  The  ilrunatiat. 
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1  have  never  been  able  to  find  out  in  what  author 
a  line  that  is  often  quoted  is  to  be  found — 
Solaawu  mUeri*  *ficiot  hnbuiite  dolorii. 

Probably  it  is  in  some  modem  Latin  poem. 

[Here  is  recorded  the  introduction  of  Dr.  John- 
eon  to  Lord  Chesterfield.  The  slight  of  being  kept 
waiting  in  his  ball,  &c.,  which  from  being  generally 
known,  is  not  necessai^  to  reprint.  It  appears  that 
Malone  heard  these  and  other  particulars  not  through 
the  medium  of  Boswell,  but  previous  to  their  ac- 
quaintance.] 


I 


Lord  C.  is  supposed  to  have  had  Johnson  in  his 
thoughts  in  his  description  of  a  very  awkward  literary 
man  in  one  of  his  letters  to  his  son. 

Johnson  was  also  offended  that  his  lordship, 
though  engaged  in  writing  occasionally  in  the  pe- 
riodical paper  called  the  World,  did  not  recommend 
the  English  Dictionary  to  the  public  till  it  was  on 
the  verge  of  publication.  A  tew  weeks  before  it 
appeared  he  wrote  two  essays  in  its  favour.  '*  While 
I  was  floating  on  a  tempestuous  ocean"  (said  Johnson 
on  that  occasion)  "  he  would  not  afford  mo  tlie  smallest 
succour ;  but  when  I  had  got  within  sight  of  land, 
and  almost  touched  the  shore,  he  sent  out  two  little 
frigates  to  my  assistance." 

Soon  afterwards  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Chester- 
field not  inferior  to  any  of  his  compositions ;  but  he 
was  prevailed  upon  not  to  print  it.  "  In  my  first 
address  to  your  lordship"  (says  ho  in  some  part  of 
it)  "  having  exhausted  all  tlie  compliments  that  an 
uncDurtly  and  sequestered   scholar  could  devise,  I 
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expected  a  different  return  than  personal  slight  and 
neglect,  or  the  more  mortifying  condescension  of  a 
lukewarm  patronage.  At  length  indeed  you  have 
thought  proper  to  recommend  me  to  the  public ;  but 
your  recommendation  comes  too  late.  The  notice 
which  vour  lordship  has  been  pleased  to  take  of  mc 
and  my  labours,  bad  it  been  early,  would  have  been 
kind ;  but  it  has  been  protracted  so  long  as  to  be 
neither  a  service  nor  a  favour  ;  till  I  am  indifferent 
and  cannot  enjoy  it ;  till  I  am  solitary  and  cannot 
impart  it;  till  I  am  known  and  do  not  need  it."* 

These  few  passages  of  this  celebrated  letter  were 
repeated  to  mc  by  a  person  to  whom  Dr.  Johnson  had 
read  it. 


When  Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  to  his  Son  were 
published,  Dr.  J.  said  they  inculcated  the  morals  of 
a  strumpet,  and  the  manners  of  a  dancing-master. 

Some  other  wit  has  not  unhappily  called  them  the 
Scoundrets  Primer. 


After  all,  these  Letters  have  been,  I  think,  unrea- 
sonably decried ;  for  supposing  a  young  man  to  be 
properly  guarded  against  the  base  principles  of  dis- 
simulation, &c.,  which  they  enforce,  be  may  derive 
much  advantage  from  the  many  minute  directions 
which  they  contain,  that  other  instructors  and  even 
parents  don't  think  it  worth  while  to  mention.  In 
this  and  almost  everything  else,  the  world  generally 

*  This  story  hu  been  long  faniiliiu-  in  the  pafres  of  BoswcU,  bat  when 
written  by  Molone,  in  liis  Mrmtiranda,  was  little  kno\vn.  It  i»  retained 
here  in  proof  of  \m  sources  of  infurm&tion  bnng  good,  imd  his  tiOUa 
accurately  made. 


^H 

seizes  on  two  or  three  obviously  ridiculous  circum- 
Btances,  talks  a  great  deal  about  them,  and  passes  OTer 
all  the  valuable  parts  that  may  still  bo  found  in  the 
work  or  in  the  character  they  are  criticizing.     I  have 
heard  persous  laugh  at  the  noble  writer's  laying  weight          t 
upon  such  trifling  matters  as  paring  nails,  or  opening 
a  dirty  pocket  handkerchief  in  company.     Yet  trifling 
as  these  instructions  are,  I  have  observed  these  very 
people  greatly  negligent  in  those  very  particulars. 

Lord  Chesterfield  however  by  bis  perpetual  atten- 
tion to  propriety,  decorum,  bienseance,  &c.,  had  so 
veneered  bis  manners,  that  though  he  lived  on  good 
terms  with  all  the  world  he  had  not  a  single  friend. 
The  fact  was  I  believe  that  he  had  no  warm  affec- 
tions.    His  excessive  and  unreasonable  attention  to 
decorum  and  studied  manner  attended  him  almost  to 
his  last  hour.     Nearly  the  last  words  he  spoke  were, 
"Fetch  DeroUes  a  chair."      Dcrolles  had  been  pa- 
tronized by  him,  and  came  to  see  him  and  sit  by  his 
bedside  in  his  last  illness. 

The  heart,  however,  is  a  much  bettor  preceptor  for 
politeness  (which  is  nothing  but  attention  to  others, 
and  preferring  them  often  to  yourself)  than  all  his 
lordship's  lessons.     I  have  never  met  with  a  really 
^ood-nafured  man  that  was  not  perfectly  polite  and 
well-bred  in  the  true  sense  of  those  words  though 
be  had  never  seen  St.  James's.     Lord  Charlemont  is 
the  ])olitcst  man  I  have  ever  seen.     In  him  politeness 
is  no  effort.     It  arises  naturally  and  necessarily  from 
his  warm  and  affectionate  heart. 

^J 
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Mr.  Melmoth,  in  a  vflry  entertaining  book,  Fitz- 
osbornes  Letters,  haa  many  criticisms  on  Pope's 
translation  of  Homer.  However  great  its  merit — 
and  a  most  admirable  work  it  undoubtedly  is — ho 
sometimes  praises  it  injudiciously.  It  has  been  often 
said  tbat  Pope's  version  is  beautiful,  but  not  suffi- 
ciently Homerkk.  The  following  passage  is  a  re- 
markable instance  of  the  peculiar  force  and  energy 
of  the  original  being  lost  in  the  graces  of  the  trans- 
lation. "  It  is  quoted  "  (says  Melmoth)  "  by  a  colc- 
brated  author  of  antiquity  as  an  instance  of  the  true 
sublime.  I  will  leave  it  to  you"  (he  adds)  "  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  translation  has  not,  at  least,  as  just 
a  claim  to  that  character  as  the  original." 

Of  3iri  xHfuippoi  TrorafuH  larupiB^  jMoinc, 

KpotFiKiii'  iriujaXiav,  itoiXijf  ivroaSi  x/V^PVi' 
1'iw  tc  n  njXiMt  ioviref  iv  evptaiv  ((Xixiror/iqi-, 
Qc  rwc  iiKryo/uiniiv  yiuiro  lojij  ti  fuEoc  n. 

As  torrcats  roll,  iucrcna'd  by  niuu'rous  rilla, 
With  rage  impetuous  down  their  echoing  hills, 
Runt)  to  the  vales,  and  pour'd  nlong  the  plaiti. 
Roar  through  a  thousand  channels  to  the  mnin: 
The  dJHtaut  shepherd  trcntbUng  hearit  the  sound ; 
So  mix  both  hosts,  and  to  their  cries  rcbouad. 

FOPB. 


It  is  observable,  as  an  ingenious  friend  remarked 
to  me,  that  Pope  has  here  omitted  some  of  the  cir- 
cumstances that  give  peculiar  force  and  propriety  to 
this  simile,  and  introduced  others  that  are  incon- 
sistent with  Homer's  idea. 

In  the  original,  two  torrents  are  particularly  men- 
tioned (as  is  marked  by  the  dual  number  being 
used),  corresponding  with  the  two  armies  described. 
Pope  has  lost  this  propriety  by  using  a  general  term. 


torrents.  These  torrentB  too,  in  Homer,  arc, 
torrents,  which  the  translator  has  overlooked.  , 
wards,  however,  these  torrents  become  swolleri\  _^-- 
what? — By  "num'rouB  rills,"  the  ^re^^tt^^  word  ho 
could  have  chosen.  "What  do  they  do? — They  rush 
to  the  vales,  and  then  are  dispersed  through  a  thou- 
sand diflPerent  channels  till  they  reach  the  ocean.  In 
the  original  there  is  not  a  word  of  this.  The  two 
torrents  rush  from  the  mountains  into  a  hollow  valley, 
and  being  there  pent  up,  the  mountain  shepherd  is 
stunned  by  the  noise  of  the  conflicting  waters.  But 
a  very  close  traoslation  with  which  the  same  gentle- 
man furnished  me,  will  best  prove  how  the  beautiful 
simile  has  suffered  in  Pope's  hands. 

"As  vilicQ  two  winter  torrents  from  the  licight 
Of  ucighbouritig  mouDtains,  nisli  with  rapid  might, 
Aud  uiLic  their  foaniing  waves  with  stunniag  sound 
Struggling  within  some  valley's  hollow  hound  ; 
The  mountain  sbepherd  bears  the  din  from  far; 
Such  the  tremendous  thoutiugs  of  the  mingled  war." 

It  is  rather  extraordinary  that  so  good  a  critic  as 
Mr.  Melmoth  overlooked  these  circumstances,  and 
should  have  chosen  these  lines  of  Pope's  in  particular 
for  so  high  an  eulogium. 


When  Dr.  Johnson  was  struck  with  the  palsy  a 
few  days  ago  (June  1783),  after  the  first  shock  was 
over  and  he  had  time  to  recollect  himself,  he  at- 
tempted to  speak  in  English.  Unable  as  he  found 
himself  to  pronounce  the  words,  he  tried  what  he 
could  do  with  Latin,  but  here  he  found  equal  diffi- 
culty. He  then  attempted  Greek,  and  could  utter  ^  ^ 
a  few  words,  but  slowly  and  with  pain.  In  the  even- 
ing he  called  for  paper,  and  wrote  a  Latin  Hymn, 
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addressed  to  the  Creator,  the  prayer  of  which  was 
that  so  long  as  the  Almighty  should  suffer  him  to 
live,  he  should  be  pleased  to  allow  him  the  enjoyment 
of  his  understanding;  that  his  intellectual  powers 
and  his  body  should  expire  together, — a  striking 
instance  of  fortitude,  piety,  and  resignation  ! 


On  one  of  Sir  J.  Iteynolds's  friends  observing  to 
Dr.  Johnson  (who  had  long  lived  in  great  intimacy 
with  that  excellent  painter)  that  it  was  extraordinary 
the  ICing  should  have  taken  so  little  notice  of  him, 
having  on  all  occasions  employed  liamsay,  West,  &c., 
in  preference  to  Sir  Joshua,  he  said  he  thought  it  a 
matter  of  little  consequence, — "  His  Majesty's  neglect 
could  never  do  him  any  prejudice  ;  but  it  would  reflect 
eternal  disgrace  on  the  King  not  to  have  employed 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds." 


The  following  sarcastic  lines  on  William  III. 
(which  I  believe  have  never  appeared  in  print)  are 
so  much  in  the  manner  of  Swift,  and  agree  so  exactly 
with  his  political  Tory  principles,  that  I  strongly 
suspect  him  to  have  been  the  author  of  them : — 

Os  Kino  Wit-liak  ID. 
Here  Uvea  a  man,  who,  by  relation, 
Depends  upon  predestination; 
For  which  the  learned  and  the  wise 
His  iindentanding  much  despise ; 
But  I  pronounce  -with  loyal  tongue 
Him  in  the  right,  tbcm  in  the  wrong; 
For  liow  should  such  a  wretch  succeed, 
Ont  that  alna !  it  was  decreed  f 


Vita  Ambrogii  Commandolensis, par  CAbhe  Mahu 
printed  at  Florence,  in  folio,  in  1772,  contains,  i 


MALONTANA.  361 

Dr.  Stock  informs  mo,  a  fuller  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  original  MSS.  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics  were  discovered  and  preserred  than  any  other 
hook  extant. 


Dean  Tucker's  sfafe  of  the  great  leading  principles 
on  which  the  present  dispute  between  the  Crown  and 
the  House  of  Commons — which  has  a  icvi  days  since 
(March  24,  1/84)  ended  in  a  dissolution  of  the  latter 
— is  in  Lord  Mansfield's  opinion  perfect.  It  is  pre- 
served in  the  Geiiflemim's  Magazine,  vol.  54,  j).  202. 


I 


Mr.  Flood,  himself  one  of  the  greatest  orators  of 
the  present  age,  speaking  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  two  eminent  per- 
sons mentioned  in  a  procetling  page  (Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Fox),  said  that  neither  of  them  appeared  to  him 
to  merit  the  title  of  eloquenf  speakers.  Mr.  Pitt's 
speeches,  he  called  dulactick  declamations  ;  those  of 
Mr.  Fox,  argumentative  conversations.  Mr.  Pitt's 
style  of  eloquence,  he  said,  had  something  of  an 
historical  cast.  It  was  a  «;ompound  of  the  perspi- 
cuity and  precision  of  Sir  Wm.  Blackstone,  with  the 
elegance  of  Robertson  ;  and  his  periods  particularly 
reminded  him  of  that  writer,  whom  he  thought  he 
resembled  much  more  than  lie  did  Bolingbroke, 
Cicero,  or  Demosthenes.  Mr.  Fox's  style  of  speak- 
ing he  did  not  think  the  best,  but  that  he  was  perfect 
in  that  style.  Mr.  Pitt's  style  of  eloquence  he  con- 
sidered much  superior,  but  then  he  was  not  near  so 
perfect  in  that  style  as  he  might  be. 

The  celebrated  Mr.  Wilkes,  about  the  time  when 


his  North  Briton  began  to  be  much  noticed,  probabl 
when  the  first  Hfteon  or  twenty  numbers  had  ap* 
peared,  dined  one  day  with  Mr.  Righy,  and  after 
dinner  honestly  confessed  that  he  was  a  ruined  man, 
not  worth  a  shilling ;  that  his  principal  object  ia 
writing  was  to  procure  himself  some  place,  and  that 
he  should  he  particularly  pleased  with  one  thai 
should  remove  him  from  the  clamour  and  impor* 
tunity  of  his  creditors.  He  mentioned  the  office  of 
Governor  of  Canada,  and  requested  Mr.  Rigby's 
good  offices  with  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  so  as  to 
prevail  on  that  nobleman  to  apply  to  Lord  Buto  for 
that  place.  Mr.  Rigby  said,  the  duke  had  not 
much  intercourse  with  Lord  Bute ;  neither  could  it 
be  supposed  that  his  lordship  would  purchase  Mr. 
Wilkes'  silence  by  giving  him  a  good  employment. 
Besides,  he  could  have  no  security  that  the  same 
hostile  attacks  would  not  ho  still  made  against  him  by 
Mr.  Wilkes'  coadjutors,  Lloyd  and  Churchill,  after  he 
had  left  England.  Wilkes  solemnly  assured  him  there 
need  not  be  the  least  apprehension  of  that ;  for  that 
he  would  make  Churchill  his  chaplain,  and  Lloyd  his 
secretary,  and  take  them  both  with  him  to  Canada. 

The  duke,  at  Rigby's  request,  made  the  appli' 
cation.  Lord  Bute  would  not  listen  to  it,  and  even 
treated  the  affair  with  contempt.  Wlien  this  was 
told  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  observed  to  Mr.  Rigby  that 
Lord  B.  had  acted  very  foolishly,  and  that  he  might 
Uve  to  lament  that  he  and  his  colleagues  had  not 
quitted  England,  as  much  as  King  Charles  did  that 
Hampden  and  Cromwell  had  not  gone  to  America, 
after  the  famous  representation  of  the  state  of  the 
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nation  in  1641  ;  for  now  he  should  never  cease 
his  attacks  till  he  had  made  him  the  most  unpopular 
man  in  England.     He  kept  his  word. 

[From  the  information  of  Mr.  J.  Courtenay,  who 
had  it  from  Mr.  Rigby.] 

The  following  epigram  on  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  conse- 
quence of  becoming  a  favourite  at  Court  in  April 
1784,  and  having  once  more  como  into  Parliament 
for  Middlesex  in  conjunction  with  the  Court  can- 
d'uhte^  Mr.  Mainwaring,  is  better  than  the  generality 
of  newspaper  productions  : — 

POLITICU.    CoNi 


What  I  Liberty- Wilkes,  of  oppresdon  the  hater, 
Call'd  a  turncoat,  n  Judas,  a  rogiie,  and  n  traitor ! 
What  hoa  made  atl  our  patriota  so  augty  and  sore  F 
Has  Wilkes  done  that  uow  which  he  ne'er  did  before  f 
Consistent  was  John  nil  tlic  days  of  hie  life; 
For  he  loved  his  best  friendi  as  lie  loved  his  ovm  wife;' 
In  bia  actions  he  always  ki-pt  self  in  his  view, 
Though  false  to  the  world  to  John  Wilkes  he  was  true! 

SelenmuSi  a  river  in  Achaia,  is  said  by  Pausauias 
to  have  possessed  the  quality  of  making  those  who 
bathed  in  it  forget  the  object  of  their  affection.  Were 
there  really  such  a-water,  how  valuable  would  it  be ! 


Jjcriphnnes,  which  was  written  in  ridicule  of  Dr. 
Johnson's  style,  is  by  many  supposed  to  have  been  the 
work  of  Mr.  Kenrick ;  but  it  was  really  written  by  a 
Mr.  Campbell,  son  of  a  Scotch  professor;  and  who 
was  likewise  the  author  of  a  book  entitled  T7te  Sate  of 
Authors.  He  some  years  since  went  to  the  West  Indies 
or  North  America,  in  one  of  which  places  he  died.t 

•  Whom  he  married  for  money,  and  deaerted. 

t  He  is  Mid  to  have  been  a  puiKr  (now  called  paymaster)  in  Uic  Royal 
Navy.— P. 


E  - 

The 

■ 

bT  Pel 

4e  $■■«.  md.  wm  fives  is   Gre 

uQv 
■mrilo 

.^i^m  1  ir ill,  lit     i»  J— » 

Dr.  JiihBiiiiB  n  so  adaixcr  of  the  Duke  of  Bod 
Ob  a  ^B^  wlopMiB  being  om 
wp^  &  in  b  pcasDcc,  he  said:  " 
bad  BOt  vit  CB(M^  to  kcrp  it  ?w?et;    it   hadj 
t  TitaatT  to  preserve  it  &tKB  \ 


Urs.  Thnle  has  caoght  somethii^  < 
aod  marred  it  in  tbe  ietling,  as  she  has  n 
her  anecdotes  of  the  Doctor  just  now  published.  0 
the  whole,  boverer,  the  publick  \s  indebted  to  h4 
foe  her  Uvelv,  though  very  inaccurate  and  artfu 
aoooont  of  Dr.  Johnson. 


After  Pope's  death,  Lord  BoUogbroke,  in  consi 
quenee  of  a  clause  in  his  will,  had  the  commaiuLJ 
his  studv.  Among  the  sweepings  was  the  foUonfl 
Satire,  which  was  left  unfinished  by  the  poet.  It  n 
after  IJolingbroke's  death  into  the  hands  of  a  kitu 
man  or  friend  of  his,  and  has  since  by  some  straziB 
accident  strayed  into  Ireland.  I  saw  it  there  abou 
the  year  17/4,  in   the   possession  of  the  Rev.  I>| 
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Wilson,  Senior  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
together  with  a  pocket-book  of  Parnell's,  Dryden'g 
Limberham,  corrected  by  himself,  Pope's  Fareivell  to 
Ziondon,  and  several  other  papers  found  in  the  same 
drawer.*  The  Satire  I  have  copied  by  Dr.  Wilson's 
permission.  It  is  in  Pope's  handwriting,  and  I  have 
followed  closely  all  his  interlineations,  corrections, 
alterations,  &c.  &c.  His  MSS.  in  the  Museum  are 
often  found  in  the  same  state.  This  in  short  is  a 
fficsimile  in  every  respect  except  the  handwriting 
which  I  have  not  attempted  to  imitate. 

[Here  follows  a  transcript  of  the  Satire  One  Thou- 
sand Seven  Hundred  and  Fnrfi/y  whicli  as  it  was 
printed  in  1797  in  Dr.  Warton's  edition  of  Pope, 
need  not  appear  here.  Malonc  gave  him  the  clue  to 
its  depository  with  much  other  information  for  his 
volumes.  Dr.  Wilson  in  communicating  it,  writes 
thus  to  Warton : — 

["  This  poem  I  transcribed  from  a  rough  draft  in 
Pope's  own  hand.  lie  left  many  blanks  for  fear  of 
the  Argus  eyes  of  those  who,  if  they  cannot  find,  can 
fabricate  treason ;  yet  spite  of  his  precaution  it  fell 
into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  To  the  hieroglyphics 
there  are  direct  allusions,  I  think,  in  some  of  the 
notes  on  the  Dutinad.  It  was  lent  me  by  a  grandson 
of  Lord  Chetwynd,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  famous 
Lord  Boliugbroku,  who  gratified  his  curiosity  by  a 
boxful  of  the  rubbish  and  sweepings  of  Pope's  study, 
whose  executor  he  was,  in  conjunction  with  Lord 
Marchmont." 

•  TUey  wen;  lent  to  Dr,  Wilson  bj  Lord  Clietwynii, 


UALOXIAXA. 

[To  the  transcript  Malone  appends  thifl  note: — 
"  Lord  Marchmont  in  bis  conTersation  with  Dr. 
Johnson  relative  tu  Pope,  mentioned  this  Satire. 
Ho  said  he  and  Lord  [indistinct]  had  ofien  heard  of 
it  from  Pope,  and  much  lamented  that  he  could  not 
find  it  among  Pope's  papers." 

[The  following  specimens  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
poet's  idler  hours.] 

From  the  same  collection  (Pope's  manascript). 

"  An  me  ludit,"  &c. 
What  pleasing  frenzy  steals  away  my  sool  ? 
Thro"  thy  blest  ^lba<!e^  Lslcur,  J  seem  to  rore; 
I  see  thy  Gmotains  fall,  tby  waleri  roll. 
And  breathe  «oft  zephyrs  that  refresh  thy  grove. 
I  hear  whatever  can  deligbt,  intpire, 
Viicttc's  wft  voice,  and  St.  John'?  rilvcr  lyre. 

I'nm  a  Utler  of  Pope  la  BolatgtrolM. 

From  the  same  collection  (this  in  Pope's  handwritiiig). 

To 

IIU  most  sacred  Majesty! 

Not  God,  but 

George  n. 

By  divine,  hereditary  right, 

King  of  Great  Britain, 

And  FnuiGC  (when  he  can  get  it), 

And  to 

His  more  sacred  lliniBter, 

By  divine,  th&t  is,  royal  pcrmisNOn, 

King  over  him. 

These 

G  axetleem. 

In  defbnce  of  corruption  and  nbuw  of  Ubcrty 

(Drtnni  for  and  from  the  said  Minister), 

Arc  here  offered 

Bound  and  sold 

(Like  their  aathora) 

[By  both  their  M^estierf 

Sworn  and  devoted 

Subjects  aod  hirelings, 

U.  Courteville,  W.  Papple. 
J.  Morlcy,  Th.  Cook,  W.  Billers,  Th.  Cibber,  &c  &c. 
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From  tlie  same  collection    (this  in  Pope's  hand- 
writing.) 

Epitaph  on  a  Miia's  Wife,  the  tomb  being  set  up  by  himself. 

Tom  T y  has  get  up  this  thing  for  his  wife : 

The  first  thing  he  set  up  fox  her  all  his  life. 

SvrifeM  Imitation  of  ffor.  b.  lio.  h.  1. 
"  Such  nas  Jeme's  ctttim  aa  Juit,"  &c, 
StooJ  thus  :— 

So  when  Hibernia  made  her  claim  like  thine, 
Iler  sons  descended  iVum  the  British  tine, 
Jler  martial  sons  whose  valour  still  remains 
On  French  records  for  tweoly  long  campaigns; 
Led  captive  to  a  prison  ttoia  a  throne, 
Gain'd  Europe's  liberty  tit  lose  her  own. 

From  the  same  collection. 

Earl  of  Dorset' »  motion  for  the  pictures  of  Tmgedt/  and  Cotnedi/  in  Ikt 
playhinue. 
Quoth  Dorset,  what  raottos  jonr  pictures  become, 
Yon  vfcmld  know  if  your  brains  were  not  addle : 
Under  your  Tragedy  write  hamdmm. 
And  under  your  Comedy  filiie-fiiAlle. 

From  the  same. 

^lorc  tyrants  they,  who  use  a.  woman  ill. 
And  those  more  fools  wha  let  have  her  will. 
•Toy*«  but  a  llutt'ring  pleasure  at  the  be^t, 
That  Bomc  few  raonicnls  Iwala  about  the  breast 
Sod  thought,  or  thoughtless  folly  all  the  rent, 

Fragments :  Educalimi  ton  earli/  tn  lh«  Wortd. 

DcEirous  all  to  sec  the  world  tbey  aecm, 
And  ne'er  consider  that  the  world  eecs  them. 
Compasnon  lessens  not  the  truly  great, 
Gold  easiest  melts,  but  melting  keeps  Jla  weight, 
lion  to  get  in  th'  amhitiotu  aim  no  doubt, 
Let  them  conuder  how  they  shall  get  out. 
Some  men's  vits  run  awa<r  with  them  like, 
Compassion  lessens  not  the  truly  great. 
So  melts  the  gold,  but  melting  keeps  its  wdgtat. 

Verbal  scholars  in  nudo  verbarum  cultu  Indent. 
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GkKAT    PtBTS. 

To  want  for  ever,  turn  which  way  you  will. 
An  able  judge  or  abler  second  (till. 

AmuaemeDt  is  the  happincK  of  tbiisc  that  don't  think  G«ming  i> 
amusement  of  fools  and  the  art  of  knaTes. 

What  shame  can  harbour  where  the  great  reaort.) 
Ot<«  walked  A^Tiitchall,  and  nes-cr  btush'd  at  Conrf, 
Who's  neitt  a  knave  ?  who  with  a  knnve  will  dine. 
Who  next  a  harlot?  she  that  drinks  her  wine. 
Know  in  their  heart  that  he  that  she  adore 
Tbe  wit  of  knaves,  the  courage  of  a  whore : 
And  trust  my  word,  that  woman  or  that  man 
Will  be  the  thing  th*y  worship  if  they  can. 

Bridgenian,  unskjll'd  in  wit's  mysleHous  ways. 
Knows  not,  good  ma.n,  a  satire  from  a  praise ; 
Yet  he  can  make  a  mount,  or  turn  a 
Belinda,  beauteous  and  adiiiir'd  by  all. 
Gay  in  the  box,  resistless  iu  tbe  boll,  && 


When  the  Quaker  who  purchased  the  property 
Mr.  Thrale's  brewery,  &c.,  asked  Dr.  Johnson,  who 
was  one  of  the  executors,  what  it  was  that  he  was 
going  to  purchase — how  many  were  the  brewing  tubs, 
drays,  &c.  &c.  "  Sir,"  says  Johnson,  "  I  cannot 
enumerate  them ;  but  it  is  of  more  consequence  to 
you  to  know  that  you  have  the  potentiality  of  growing 
rich  beyond  even  the  dreams  of  avarice." 


Mr.  Burke  told  me  he  was  well  acquainted  with' 
David  Hume,  and  that  he  was  a  very  easy,  pleasant, 
unaffected  man,  till  he  went  to  Varis  as  secretary  to 
Lord  Hertford.  There  the  attention  paid  him  by  the' 
French  bel/es  savants  had  the  effect  of  making  him 
somewhat  of  a  literary  coxcomb. 

Mr.  Burke  said  that  Hume  iu  compiling  his  his- 
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tory  iliil  not  give  himself  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in 
examining  records,  &c. ;  and  that  the  part  he  most 
laboured  at  was  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.,  for 
whom  he  had  an  unaccountable  partiality. 


When  some  one  observed  to  Footc  that  Garrick's 
features  still  had  great  effect  notwithstanding  his  age, 
"  Yes,"  said  Foote,  "  wonderfully  so,  considering  all 
the  wear  and  tear  they  have  gone  through." 


On  Lord  Kelly,  a  remarkable  red-faced,  drunken 
lord,  coming  into  a  room  in  a  coat  much  embroidered 
but  somewhat  tarnished,  Foote  said  he  was  an  exact 
representation  of  Monmouth  Street  in  flames. 


I 


"  Who  is  this  Pope  that  I  hear  su  much  about?" 
said  George  II. ;  "  I  cannot  discover  what  is  his 
merit.  Why  will  not  my  subjects  write  in  prose? 
I  hear  a  great  deal,  too,  of  Shakspeare,  but  I  cannot 
read  him,  he  is  such  a  bombast  fellow." 


Dr.  Bcattic,  with  whom  I  dined  at  Sir  J.  Rey- 
nolds' in  July  1787»  mentioned  that  Mr.  Hume  was  a 
very  tall,  large  man,  near  six  feet  high,  and  his 
countenance  rather  vacant.  All  that  knew  him 
concur  in  opinion  of  his  having  been  a  very  un- 
affected, good-humoured  man.  He  acknowledged  to 
Mr.  Boswell  that  he  did  not  take  much  pains  in 
examining  the  old  historians  while  writing  the  early 
part  of  his  history.  He  dipped  only  into  them  so  as 
to  make  out  a  pleasing  narrative.     It  is  manifest  to 
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Mr.  Bvke,  spcakiag  ct  Dr.  Warhmion,  toU  i 
t  ms  ao  modi  stro^  bj-  hnn  tbe  first  tmw  1 
'£scd  togetlKr  in  coBpony,  that  he  conjectured  j 
■HMt  be  WarbnrtoD  who  was  taOdag  aod  sitting  n 
him.     After  seme  little  caovnsation,  he   could  : 
help  exclaiming,  "  Sir,  I  think  it  is  impossible  I  c 
miftake.      You   mnst    be   the   celebrated   Dr.   Wm 
burton,   aui  Erasmus  nut  Dtaboiiu.'      Warhnrt 
tbough  so  fnrions  a  controversialist  in  print,  was  rel 
ea^  and  good-bonioured  in  companr,  and  sometin] 
entertaining-  

Mr.   Burke,    who   avowed   he  knew  little  of  ) 
though    he  admired   it  and  knew  many  of  its  ] 
fessora,    wax    acquainted    ^^ith    Blakey    the 
who  made  the  drawing  for  the  frontispiece  to  Wai 
burton's  edition  of  Pope's  works.      He  told  him  J 
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was  by  Wartitirtou's  particular  desire  that  he  made 
him  the  principal  figure,  and  Pope  only  secondary } 
and  that  the  light,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  art,  goes 
upward  from  Warburton  to  Pope.  A  gentleman  who 
was  present  when  Mr.  B.  mentioned  this  circum- 
stance, remarked  that  it  was  observable  the  poet  and 
his  commentator  were  looking  different  ways. 


Mr.  Lock,  of  Norbury  Park,  well  known  for  his 
collection  of  pictures,  statues,  &c.,  was  a  natural  son. 
On  hia  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Lady  Schaub 
who  had  been  very  gallant,  Horace  "Walpole  said 
very  happily,  "  Then  everybody's  daughter  is  married 
to  nobody's  son." 

On  Mr.  Pultency's  complaining  to  old  Lady 
Townshend  that  ho  had  been  much  out  of  order 
with  a  pain  in  his  side,  she  asked  him  which  was 
his  siile,  for  that  she  never  knew  he  had  one.  "  Oh," 
said  he,  "  you  must  at  least  acknowledge  that  I  have 
a  nether  side."  "  I  know  nothing  about  it,"  replied 
Lady  T.  "  All  the  world  knows  that  your  wife  has 
■  one."  The  allusion  was  to  the  well-known  anecdote 
of  Pulteney's  insisting  upon  having  some  papers 
read  in  the  House  of  Commons,  one  of  which  turned 
out  to  be  a  letter  dated  by  one  of  his  wife's  gallants, 
concluding  with  a  distich  too  coarse  for  quotation 
here. 

[Some  other  anecdotes  of  the  previous  age  are 
noticed  as  examples  of  the  licence  of  language  not 
uncommon  then  even  with  ladies.} 
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Few   classical    quotations    have    ever    been     moi 

neatly  applied  than  the  following:    Mr.    Burke  bad 

been  speaking  in  the  Honse  of  Commons  for  soma 

time,  and  paused,      lie  soon  proceeded,    and    sotno 

time  afterwards  paused  again  so  long  (which  with 

him  is  very  uncommon)  that  Sir  Wm.  Bagot  thought 

he  had   done,  and   got  up  to  speak,    "  Sir "    (said 

Mr.  B.),  "I  have  not  finished."    Sir  W.  B.  made 

apology,    and   said,    "  As    the   hon.    gentleman    had 

spoken  a  long  time,  and  had  paused  unusually  long 

also,  he    imagined  that  he    had  concluded,   but   hft 

found  he  was  mistaken.     Some  allowance,  howeveTf 

he  hoped  would  be  made  for  him  as  a  country  gentli 

man,  for 

" '  Runlicta  ezpeeUt  dom  deflukt  annia ;  at  ilLe 
LabituT  et  labetur  in  omne  volubilu  snim.' " 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered  that  this  was 
mere  happiness  of  application,  for  in  truth  the  "  !»• 
bitur"  and  "labetur"  of  Mr.  B.,  though  inexhaus- 
tible, is  never  tiresome,  but  always  teeming  with  the 
richest  stores  of  knowledge  of  every  species,  orna- 
mented with  a  profusion  of  the  happiest  imagery 
almost  running  to  waste. 


The  following  verses,  written  by  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Erskine,  have  not  I  believe  appeared  in  print.  They 
were  written  on  a  Yorkshire  lady,  known  by  the  name 
of  Peg  Witldron  in  that  county,  who  is  supposed  to 
he  worth  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  is 
markably  dirty : — 
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Accept,  diMt  Peg,  my  bumble  layn, 
The  thanks  a  grateful  heart  re|iays 
Thou  useful  lesaon  to  defy 
The  charms  of  vain  philosopliy. 
on  has  my  noul,  pufTed  up  with  priJe, 
The  truths  of  fscrcd  writ  deiij'il ; 
And  to  myHclf  1  still  have  said, 
Sure  mankind  ne'er  of  dirt  vras  made; 
But  you,  dear  Peg,  reverse  my  creed. 
And  show  me,  we  are  dirt  indeed. 


For  these  last  five  years,  that  is  from  1782  to 
1787,  scarce  one  of  the  monthly  publications  have 
been  without  some  extravagant  praise  of  two  very 
moderate  versifiers,  Mr.  Hayley  and  Miss  Anna 
Seward ;  and  generally  they  have  written  the  most 
high-flown  encomiums  on  each  other. 

Some  of  the  old  Italian  writers  wouUl  have  con- 
demned them  in  a  future  state  to  lash  each  other 
from  morning  till  night  with  nettles,  for  their  foUy 
and  vanity.      A  modern  wit,  a  few  days  since,  in- 
I  flicted  on  them  a  milder  punishment. 

Diabg  ue  briireen  Mus  Svienrrl  nn'l  Mr.  Hnylfy, 
"Tuneful  poet!  Britain's gliiry, 

Mr.  Hayley,  that  is  you " 

"  Ma'am,  you  carry  all  before  you, 

Trust  me,  Lichfield  Swan,  yon  du " 

"  Ode,  didactick,  epick,  sonnet, 

Mr.  Hayley,  you're  divine " 

"  Ma'am,  I'll  take  my  oath  upon  It, 

You  alone  arc  all  the  Nine ! " 

Not.  17S7. 


The  celebrated  writer  Sterne,  after  being  long  the 
idol  of  this  town,  died  in  a  mean  lodging  without 
a  single  friend  who  felt  interest  in  his  fate  except 
Becket,  his  bookseller,  who  was  the  only  person  that 
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attended  his  interment.  He  was  buried  in  a  g^rave- 
yard  near  Tyburn,  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Marj- 
leboue,  and  the  corpse  being  marked  by  some  of  the 
resurrection  men  (as  they  arc  called),  was  taken  up 
soon  afterward  and  carried  to  an  anatomy  professor 
of  Cambridge.  A  gentleman  who  was  present  at  the 
dissection  told  me,  he  recognized  Sterne's  face  the 
moment  he  saw  the  bodv. 


Mrs.  Bracegirdle,  being  once  in  company  with  Mr. 
Garrick,  happened  to  quote  from  Hamlet — 

Oil,  woe  is  me '. 
To  have  seen  what  I  hsve  seen,  seeing  what  I  sec? 

which  she  spoke  in  the  manner  of  our  own  time,  and 
so  ill,  that  Garrick  told  Mr.  Langtou  he  was  sure 
from  that  specimen  she  could  not  apeak  a  single  Una 
as  it  ought  to  be  spoken. 

She  lived,  I  believe,  till  the  year  1760. 


Dr.  Young,  the  poet,  who  was  bom  in  1681  and 
had  often  seen  Betterton,  told  Mr.  Langton  that 
Garrick  was  but  a  hoy  to  Betterton  as  an  actor. 
Lord  Cobham,  however,  who  had  seen  both,  gavo 
a  very  different  account  of  their  respective  powers. 


Hume,  the  historian,  had  not  the  least  relish  for 
Shakspeare,  nor  any  sense  of  his  transcendent  merit. 
IJls  criticism  on  him  in  his  history  was  originally 
much  more  severe  and  tasteless  than  now  appears. 
It  was  much  qualified  and  softened  by  Lord  Kames, 
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who  feared  the  historian  would  have  been  disgraced 
by  confessing  total  insensibility  to  what  the  English 
nation  has  so  lon^  and  so  justly  admired. — (From 
Mr.  Boawell,  who  had  it  from  Lord  Kames.) 


Mr.  Burke  told  me  a  few  days  ago  that  the  first 
Lord  Lyttleton  informed  him,  that  Lord  Bolingbroke 
never  wrote  down  any  of  his  works,  but  dictated  them 
to  a  secretary.  This  may  account  for  their  endless 
tautology.  In  company,  according  to  Lord  Lyttleton, 
he  was  very  eloquent,  speaking  with  great  fluency 
and  authority  on  cverj'  subject,  and  generally  in  the 
form  of  harangue  rather  than  colloquial  table  talk. 
His  company  all  looked  up  to  him,  and  very  few 
dared  to  interrupt  or  contradict  him. — Dec.  178/. 


Mr.  Soame  Jcnyus,  who  died  a  few  days  ago,  had 
<(b8  Mr.  \Vm.  Gerard  Hamilton,  who  sat  for  six 
years  at  the  Board  of  Trade  with  him,  informed  me) 
no  notion  of  ratiocination,  no  rectitude  of  mind ;  nor 
could  he  be  made  without  much  labour  to  compre- 
hend an  argument.  If  however  there  was  anything 
weak,  or  defective,  or  ridiculous  in  what  another 
said,  ho  always  laid  hold  of  it  and  played  upon  it 
with  success.  He  looked  at  everything  with  a  view 
to  pleasantry  alone.  This  being  his  grand  object, 
and  he  being  no  reaiioner,  his  best  fricndti  wure  at  a 
loss  to  know  whether  his  book  upon  Christianity  was 
serious  or  ironical. 

He  twice  endeavoured  to  speak  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  every  one  was  prepared  with  a  half-^^rin 
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before  he  uttered  a  word ;  but  be  failed  miserablr. 
He  had  a  most  inharmonious  voice,  and  a  laugh 
scarcely  human.  He  laughed  all  his  life  at  patriot- 
ism aud  public  spirit ;  and  supposed  all  oppression 
of  the  people  by  those  in  power  was  nicrely  ima- 
ginary. Among  other  whimsical  collections  ho  had 
forty-seven  Petitions  or  liemonstrances  of  the  City  of 
London  complaiuing  of  grievances,  alt  of  which  he 
said  had  the  same,  that  is,  no  foundation ;  for  in 
each  it  was  mentioned  that  if  the  measure  com- 
plained of  were  pursued,  the  constitution  would  be 
annihilated.  He  was  so  great  a  coward  that  at  an 
election  at  Cambridge,  he  was  almost  ready  to  faint  at 
some  huz;:a  of  the  mob  lest  they  should  assault  him, 
as  his  counsel,  Mr,  Graham,  told  me. 


Mr.  Garrick  always  took  care  to  leave  company 
with  a  good  impression  in  his  favour.  After  he  had 
told  some  good  story,  or  defeated  an  antagonist  by 
wit  or  raillery,  he  often  disappointed  people  who 
hoped  that  be  would  continue  to  entertain  them  and 
receive  the  praise  and  admiration  they  were  ready 
enough  to  give.  But  he  was  so  artificial  that  he 
could  break  away  in  the  midst  of  the  highest  festivity, 
merely  in  order  to  secure  the  impression  be  bad  made. 
On  this  part  of  hie  character  it  was  well  said  by  Cole- 
man, that  he  never  came  into  company  without  laving 
a  plot  for  an  escape  out  of  it. 

The  part  of  the  Ctandesiine  Marriage  which  h« 
wrote  was  Lord  Ogilhy  and  Mrs.  Heidelberg^  as 
Cautberly,  who  was  in  bis  house  at  the  time,  told  Mr, 
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Kemble.     Cautherly  was  employed  to  transcribe  the 
parts  for  the  use  of  the  theatre. 

In  the  Jfalotis  Wife  he  assisted  by  writing  the 
character  of  Major  Oakley.  lu  that  play  as  written 
originally,  the  whole  of  the  farce  of  the  Mudral  Lady 
was  introduced ;  but  Garrick  persuaded  Coleman  to 
leave  it  out. 


Having  lately  read  over  a  great  number  of  letters 
written  by  various  friends  to  my  father  near  fifty  years 
ago,"  and  among  others  several  from  Dr.  Taylor,  of 
Islewortb,  with  whom  he  was  very  intimate,  I  became 
desirous  of  seeing  him  once  more  and  having  some 
talk  about  old  times.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
liira  several  years,  and  occasionally  had  slept  at  his 
house,  but  never  happened  to  converse  on  the  events 
of  former  days.  I  was  even  doubtful  whether  he  still 
lived ;  and  therefore  wrote  a  note  that  I  would  call 
upon  him  on  Saturday,  January  12th,  17S8.  lie  re- 
plied by  a  most  cordial  invitation,  saying  he  should 
be  very  glad  of  the  meeting,  but  must  receive  me  in 
his  bedchamber,  being  afflicted  with  the  rheumatism 
and  St.  Anthony's  fire. 

I  did  not  reach  his  house  till  past  three  (in  conse- 
quence of  paying  a  visit  elsewhere  first),  and  wished  to 
have  passed  the  evening  with  him ;  but  he  was  in  such 
pain,  that  I  feared  it  would  have  been  troublesome,  nor 
indeed  did  he  ask  me.  He  however  gave  me  a  mut- 
ton chop  (for  he  had  himself  dined),  but  I  was  sadly 
disappointed  with  respect  to  intelligence  of  former 
days.  I  well  knew  that  he  was  a  superficial,  good- 
humoured,  easy  man,  who  had  never  thought  or  read 
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much  ;  but  there  was  a  chance  at  least  of  having*  soma 
few  anecdotes  from  him.  He  told  me  however  but 
one  worth  recording.  He  married  my  father  to  Miss 
Collier  at  Greenwich  in  1736.  Old  Mr.  Collier 
was  a  very  vain  man  who  had  made  his  fortune  in 
the  South  Sea  year,  and  having  heen  originally  a 
merchant,  was  very  fond  after  he  had  retired  to  live 
upon  his  fortune,  of  a  great  deal  of  display  and  pa- 
rade. (Here  is  told  the  story  of  the  wedding  already 
given.) 

His  story  is  a  curious  trait  of  the  monncrs  of  the 
times.  For  I  suppose  the  whim  only  of  an  individual 
was  answerahle  for  the  e.vces:<  in  numbers ;  and  that 
it  was  common  for  the  party  at  a  wedding-dinner  to 
visit  the  bride  and  bridegroom  in  bed.  Taylor,  nearly 
the  same  ago  with  ray  father  who  if  he  were  living 
would  be  eighty-three,  remembered  my  grandfather, 
Richard  Malone,  very  well,  but  could  give  no  dis- 
criminative account  of  him.  He  had  never  heard 
him  plead.  He  resembled  he  said  his  third  son, 
Richard,  more  than  his  other  sons ;  a  tall,  black, 
handsome  man,  with  much  dignity  in  his  appear* 
ance. 

Dr.  Taylor  remembered  Swift  very  well ;  the  print 
done  for  him  in  Ireland  (a  mezzotinto)  ho  thought 
very  like.  The  only  anecdote  he  mentioned  of  the 
Dean  was,  that  a  very  well-dressed  man  having  come 
to  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  on  a  Sunday,  and  being 
seated  in  one  of  the  vacant  stalls  during  the  time 
of  service  bowed  frequently  to  different  persons  in 
the  church.  When  Swift  came  out  he  called  the 
verger,  and  desired  him  never  to  permit  that  person 
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(pointing  to  him)  to  come  into  his  church  again, 
for  he  wns  sure  he  u-as  not  a  gentleman. 

Ahout  the  year  1735,  when  Dr.  Taylor  was  in 
Dublin,  the  people  used  to  run  ai"ter  Swift's  coach  to 
get  a  sight  of  htm,  as  they  did  in  London  after  Lady 
Coventry  when  she  appeared  in  public. 

I  asked  him  whether  be  (Taylor)  could  amuse 
himself  by  reading?  No,  ho  said,  he  could  read 
nothing  but  the  newspaper.  "  What,  at  his  time  of 
life,  should  he  read  for  ?  " 

I  have  in  general  observed  that  very  few  old  people 
can  bear  to  read — a  very  melancholy  circumstance ! 
for  what  a  relief  would  this  be  to  pass  away  tedious 
hours  I  Dr.  Taylor  several  years  ago  lost  his  only 
child,  and  ten  years  since  his  wife.  Almost  every 
friend  of  his  youth  is  now  dead  ;  but  luckily  for  him- 
self he  has  by  no  means  a  feeling  mind.  If  a  man 
has  a  turn  for  literary  pursuits,  and  possesses  a  bene- 
volent heart,  ho  may  in  some  measure  defy  old  age. 
The  mines  of  science  are  inexhaustible  ;  and  objects 
for  the  exercise  of  beneficence  may  for  ever  be  found. 

Those  who  have  not  been  early  tinctured  with  let- 
ters, and  have  been  much  immersed  in  politicks  or 
other  business,  cannot,  any  more  than  the  aged,  de- 
rive much  pleasure  from  books. 


Sir  Robert  Walpole,  after  he  ceased  to  bo  minister, 
endeavoured  to  amuse  his  mind  with  reading  at 
Houghton.  But  one  day  when  the  present  Mr.  Web 
bore  Ellis  was  in  his  library,  he  heard  him  say 
with  tears  in  hie  eyes,  after  having  taJccn  up  several 
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books  and  at  last  throwii  away  a  folio  just  taken 
down  from  a  shelf,  *'  Alas !  it  is  all  in  Tain ;  / 
CANNOT  read." 


Having  heard  much  of  there  being  an  original  pic- 
ture of  Shakspeare  at  Teddington,  near  Strawberry 
Hill,  in  the  possesaion  of  Mr.  Douglass,  I  called 
there  before  I  went  to  Dr.  Taylor's,  by  which  means 
(it  proving  to  be  two  miles  farther  than  I  reckoned) 
I  was  too  late  at  Isleworth.  However,  as  I  might 
not  soon  again  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this 
picture,  I  was  glad  I  had  not  omitted  to  go.  It  is  a 
small  picture  about  18  inches  by  14,  on  canvas.  It 
is  not  I  think  an  original,  but  I  suspect  the  very  pic- 
ture which  was  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Wright, 
the  painter  and  printseller  in  Covent  Garden,  from 
which  the  handsome  mezzotinto  was  made  by  Simon. 
That  picture  according  to  Wright  was  panted  by 
Zoust  or  Zoast,  but  he  lived  in  the  time  of  Charles  H. 
The  earliest  known  picture  of  Zoust  is  painted  in 
1657.  He  died  about  1681  ;  Shakspeare  in  l6l6. 
The  only  thing  that  looks  original  about  this  picture 
is  the  hard  manner  in  which  it  is  done,  and  the  size, 
which  is  one  of  which  the  old  painters  were  so  fond 
— a  size  smaller  than  life  yet  not  miniature.  This 
picture  has  quite  a  different  air  from  that  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Cbandos ;  no  earrings  ;  a  very  small 
collar  or  band,  no  strings  to  it ;  the  hair  on  the  crown 
of  the  head  negligently  thrown  about  without  any 
appearance  of  baldness. 

There  was  a  picture  of  Shakspeare  painted  by  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller,  and  presented  by  him  to  Dryden  ; 


but  I  have  never  met  witb  it.  Perhaps  it  fell  into 
Congreve's  hands.  Kneller  probably  copied  the  pic- 
ture which  Betterton  then  Lad,  and  which  the  Duke 
of  Chandos  now  possesses.  It  might  however  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Charles  Earl  of  Dorset, 
Dryden's  patron ;  and  it  may  be  the  very  picture  of 
Shakspeare  now  at  Kuowle.* 


Swift  used  often  to  make  extempore  disticha. 
Having  preached  one  Sunday  at  St.  Ann's  Church, 
in  Dublin,  where  there  is  only  the  basement  of  a. 
tower  without  any  spire,  the  building  never  having  been 
finished,  the  present  Archdeacon  Mahon  who  was 
then  a  boy,  followed  Swift  from  curiosity  when  he 
went  out  of  the  church,  and  heard  him  grumble  out — 

A  beggnrly  people  I 

A  church  and  no  steeple ! 

(Ex  relatione  Mr.  Downea,  brother-in-law  to  Mr. 
Mabon.)  

Mr.  Drumgoold,  who  had  resided  long  at  St.  Ger- 
mains,  told  Mr.  Burke  that  old  Grammont,  whose 
memoirs  are  so  entertaining,  was  a  very  cross,  unplea- 
sant old  fellow.  Count  Hamilton,  who  really  wrote 
the  book,  invented  several  of  the  anecdotes  told  in  it, 
and  mixed  them  with  such  facts  as  bo  could  pick  up 
from  the  old  man,  who  was  pleased  to  hear  these  tales 
when  put  into  a  handsome  dress. 


When  Sir  J.  Reynolds,    Mr.  Garriek,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  others  went  to  Lord  Mansfield's  house  to  bail 

*  The  pictures  of  Mr.  Douglass  were  sold  by  auctiou  by  Christie  in 
Jnnuuy  1792,  but  this  picture  of  Sltakspearc  wm  not  sent  with  the  reit. 
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Baretti,  his  IfHrdship,  without  paying  much  attentiea 
to  the  huaineas,  immediately  and  abruptly  began  with 
some  very  flimsy  and  boyish  obserraUonB  on  the  con- 
tested passage  in  Othello,  "  Put  out  the  lights"  Stc. 
This  was  by  way  of  showing  off  to  Gamck,  whow 
opinion  of  him  however  was  not  much  raised  1^ 
this  impotent  and  untimely  endeavour  to  shine  on  a 
subject  with  which  he  was  little  acquainted.  Sir  J. 
Jteynolds,  who  had  never  seen  him  before  (who  told 
m9  the  story),  was  grievously  disappointed  in  finding 
this  great  lawyer  so  little  at  the  same  time. 


Mr,  Gibbon,  the  historian,  is  so  exceedingly  in4o- 
lent  that  he  pever  even  pares  his  naila.  His  servant, 
while  Gibbon  is  reading,  takes  up  one  of  his  hands, 
and  when  he  has  performed  the  operation  lays  it 
down,  and  then  manages  the  other — the  patient  in 
the  meanwhile  scarcely  knowing  what  is  going  on, 
and  quietly  pursuing  his  studies. 

The  picture  of  him  painted  by  Sir  J.  Reynolds, 
and  the  prints  made  from  it,  are  as  like  the  original 
as  it  is  possible  to  be.  When  be  was  introduced  to 
a  blind  French  lady,  the  servant  happening  to  stretch 
out  her  mistress's  hand  to  lay  hold  of  the  historian's 
cheek,  she  thought,  upon  feeling  its  rounded  con- 
tour, that  some  trick  was  being  played  upon  her  with 
the  sitting  part  of  a  child,  and  exclaimed,  *'  Fidonc  I " 

Mr.  Gibbon  is  very  replete  with  anecdotes,  and 
tells  them  with  great  happiness  and  fluency. 


It  would  be   very  satisfactory  if  contemporaries 
would  hand  down  to  poBterily  their  opinion  concern- 
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ing  the  likenesaos  of  portra.it8  of  celebrated  men  of 
their  own  time.  It  is  for  that  I  have  introduced  Mr. 
G.'s  portrait  above.  Sir  J.  Keynolds  is  in  general  as 
happy  in  his  likenesses  as  he  is  masterly  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  pictures.  His  portraits  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
of  Mr.  Boswell,  Lord  Thurlow,  Lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
Loughborough,  Lord  Camden,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Wind- 
ham, Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Burke,  Charles  Townshcnd, 
Dr.  Burney,  Baretti,  Foote,  Goldsmith,  Mr.  W. 
Mason,  Mr.  Andrew  Stuart,  and  Mr.  Pott  are  all 
extremely  like.  Concerning  all  these  I  speak  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  judgment  from  personal  know- 
ledge. I  do  not  think  the  portraits  of  Dr.  and 
Thomas  Warton  are  like. 


Mr.  Raftor,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Olive,  the  actress, 
was  but  a  bad  actor,  but  had  some  drv  humour. 
Having  described  some  wretched  situation  in  which 
he  had  once  been,  Garrick  said  he  had  no  patience 
with  him  for  not  having  made  some  effort  to  relieve 
himself.  "Why,  what  would  vou  have  me  do?"  re- 
plied Raftor  ;  "  I  was  cut  down  twice  !" 


Harward,  the  Irish  lawyer,  with  the  help  of  a  great 
brogue,  a  strong  and  a  peculiar  cough,  or  long  h-e-m, 
was  sometimes  happy  in  a  retort.  Harward  had  read 
a  great  deal  of  law,  but  it  was  all  a  confused  mass ; 
he  had  little  judgment  or  discrimination.  Having 
however  made  one  of  his  best  harangues  and  stated, 
as  he  usually  did,  a  great  deal  of  doubtful  law,  which 
yet  he  thought  very  sound,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Clayton, 
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who  though  one  of  the  weakest  and  most  ignorant 
boors  I  have  ever  known,  had  got  the  conunon  black-' 
letter  of  Westminster  Hall  pretty  ready,  as  soon  as 
Harward  had  done,  exclaimed,  "  You  don't  suppose, 
Mr.  Harward,  that  I  take  this  to  be  law  ?  **  '*  ^ideedj 
my  Lord,"  replied  Harward,  with  his  usual  shrug  and 
cough,  "  I  don't  suppose  you  do ! " 


April  15, 17B8. — Mr.  Courtenay  happening  to  dine 
yesterday  with  Lord  Lansdown,  took  occasion  to  men- 
tion the  Harley  Papers  which  his  lordship  was  said  to 
have  bought  from  the  executors  of  Mr.  West,  The 
fact  was  so;  but  the  much-talked-of  letter  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  was  not  among  them.  Lord  Lans- 
down sud  that  Harley  intended  at  first  to  have  sent 
the  original  letter  to  Lord  Duplin,  but  on  second 
thoughts  substituted  an  exact  copy,  lest  the  duke 
should  destroy  the  onginal.  When  this  copy  was 
shown  to  the  duke,  he  desired  it  might  be  given  to 
him,  and  is  supposed  to  have  destroyed  it.  (See 
further  particulars  on  this  subject,  p.  440.) 


When  the  thermometer  is  as  low  as  thirty-six,  all 
vegetation  ceases. — Sir  J.  Banks. 


In  a  late  conversation  with  Mr.  Flood,  speaking 
of  my  late  uncle,  Anthony  Malone,  he  observed  that 
such  was  Mr.  Malone's  perspicuity  and  method,  that, 
during  the  many  years  they  sat  in  Parliament  toge- 
ther, Mr.  Flood  never  remembered  a  single  instance 
where  any  one  part  of  Mr.  M.'s  speech  could  be  trans- 
ferred with  advantage.     Every  part  seemed  to  follow 
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what  preceded  it  so  naturally  that  no  change  could 
be  made  for  the  better. 

On  my  mentioning  what  I  have  said  in  the  charac- 
ter I  have  given  of  this  extraordinary  man  in  the 
new  Irish  Peerage,  that  he  seemed  to  argue  with 
somewhat  less  of  his  usual  vigour  when  engaged  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  question,  Mr.  Flood  happily 
observed  that  "  he  could  not  escape  from  the  force  of 
his  own  understanding." — Feb.  1799- 


Pope  had  an  original  picture  of  Bishop  Atter- 
bury  painted  by  Kneller.  Of  this  picture  he  used 
to  make  Worsdale  the  painter  make  copies  for  three 
or  four  guineas ;  and  whenever  he  wished  to  pay  a 
particular  compliment  to  one  of  his  friends,  he  gave 
him  an  original  picture  of  Atterbury.  Of  these 
originals,  Worsdale  had  painted  five  or  six. — (From 
Mr.  Walpolc.) 

The  origin  of  venison  being  sold  by  fishmongers 

'  was  this.     Many  noblemen  having  more  bucks  than 

I  they  had  occasion  for,  wished  to  dispose  of  them,  but 

were  ashamed  to  take  money.     They  therefore  sent 

them  to  their  fishmongers,  and  received  fish  in  return. 

I  This  practice  commenced  about  forty  years  ago  ;  and 

I  the  fishmongers  still  continue  to  sell  venison,  though 

'   they  do  not  obtain  it  in  the  same  way.      For  the 

owners  of  parks  now  feel  no  reluctance  in  receiving 

I  iiash  for  a  certain  number  of  bucks  every  season  at  a 

I  stipulated  price. 

I      Soon  after  Pope's  acquaintance   with  Warhurton 
I  commenced,  and  the  latter  bad  puhUshcd  some  of  bis 
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htmwj  MMMiilMJn  «  thai  po«^  Ub  Iriead  L 
Maithfiot  told  hna  that  he  was  eomaead  hei 
«■•  of  the  TUBK&  flMB  Gnnp.  'How  to  I'  f 
Pope.  "BecaoK,  yov  fitde  ngxx,'  rrpGed  L 
Kaiclonaat,  '^  it  k  momSest  from  TDor  doae  ami 
tioD  with  foor  new  comnsitatar  toq  not  to  di 
posUiritY  vfaat  an  exqtdote  poet  toq  are,  and  iriM 
quandtT  of  dnlness  Ton  can  carry  down  an  yma  fa| 
without  sinkmg  under  the  load." 
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When  Sir  Bobert  Walpole  was  attacked  i 
House  of  Commons  in  the  latter  end  of  1741,  1 
Spencer  Compton  though  ill  of  a  fercr,  got  oat 
bed  and  went  down  to  vote  for  hini,  as  Mr.  Hon 
Walpole  told  me.  He  thoaght  much  to  Sir  Spenof 
honour,  a«  they  bad  been  rival  candidates  for  the  pli 
of  Prime  Minister  on  the  accession  of  King  George  1 


Sir  Robert  lived  about  three  years  after  being  d 
missed  from  office  and  created  Earl  of  Orford.  1 
spent  about  half  the  year  at  Houghton  and  the  i 
mainder  in  London.  Being  afflicted  with  the  gra' 
lie  could  not  take  much  exercise,  but  eomctin 
rode  out.  

[The  following  anecdote  has  been  noticed  id 
previous  page,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  have  thia  m 
fication  of  it,  with  additional  circumstances.] 

Having  heard  from  Mr.  Conrtenay,  who  had 

*  lie  U'SH  then,  aD<l  had  i>ceii  long  before,  Ixird  Wilmington 
rtnit-'Klo— if  mich  it  can  he  called — of  ihc  rivals  for  power  ii  i 
k'UKtli  liy  Iiord  Hetvey  .—MemDirt  of  George  II.,  vol  i.  chap,  1.  to  r 
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from  Mr.  W.  Ellis,  that  Lord  Orford  had  once  taken 
up  three  or  four  books  in  his  library,  and  at  length 
threw  down  the  last  of  them,  with  tears  in  hia  eyes, 
exclaiming,  "It  is  all  in  vain — I  cannot  read! '"'  Iwas 
curious  to  know  the  truth  of  tins  story,  and  therefore 
mentioned  it  to  Mr.  "Walpolo  (March  15,  1789). 
He  said  he  was  about  twenty-two  years  old  when  his 
father  retired ;  and  that  he  remembered  very  well 
his  offering  one  day  to  read  to  Lord  Orford,  finding 
that  time  hung  heavy  on  his  hands.  "What,"  said 
Lord  Orford,  "will  you  read,  child?"  Mr.  Walpole, 
considering  that  his  father  bad  been  long  engaged 
in  publick  business,  proposed  to  read  some  history. 
"  No,"  said  Lord  Orford,  "  don't  read  history  to  me  ; 
that  can't  be  true." 

He  read  Sydenham's  works,  and  admired  him 
much ;  but  this  admiration  was  the  cause  of  his 
death ;  fur  meeting  with  Dr.  Jusin's  pamphlet  on 
Mrs.  Steevens'  medicine  for  the  stone,  and  thinking 
that  Jusin's  hypothesis  agreed  with  Sydenham's,  be 
took  the  medicine  which  dissolved  the  stone,  but 
lacerated  his  bladder  in  such  a  way  as  to  bo  the 
cause  of  his  death.  He  was  near  seventy  years  of 
age,  and  had  been  verj'  handsome.  I  could  not  find 
from  Mr.  Walpole  that  his  father  read  any  other 
book  but  Sydenham  in  his  retirement;  so  probably 
Mr.  Ellis's  anecdote  is  true. 


Mr.  Hamilton  once  observed  to  Bishop  Warburtoa 
'  that  he  thought  Pope  was  a  cold  man,  notwithstand- 
ing all  bis   talk   about  friendship  and   philosophy. 
c  c  2 
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BtfehMti^vfniM. 


tyfHiJ^BQ  as  lobe- 


WIhb  BiAop  Seiieripike  ia  tke  Howe  of  Lm4» 

is  £nDcr  of  die  Gm  KD,  hwh^  otber  of  the  evils 
ariiuig  finM  ite  iooiadciste  me  be  with  great 
graritT  mentioDed  thmt  itoeesaoaed  {niiitaciia 
tercosrae  flf  the  sexes.  The  Hove  ooold  not 
Hob,  and  bar^  into  a  fit  of  laogliter. 

Setktr  was  vo^  irritable  in  temper,  and  in  order 
to  guard  himself  against  passion  he  made  it  a  rale, 
always  to  speak  in  a  Tery  slotr  and  measured  tfuie, 
which  had  the  effect  he  wished. 

The  two  portraits  which  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds  bais 
lately  panted  of  Mr.  William  Windham,  of  Norfolk, 
and  Bichard  Brinslcy  Sheridan  are  so  like  the  ori^* 
naU,  that  they  seem  almost  alive  and  ready  to  speak 
to  you.  Painting,  in  point  of  resemblance,  can  go 
no  farther. 


Mr.  George  Selwyn,  who  is  now  seventy-three  or 
«eventy-four  years  old,  remcmberB  Mrs.  Oldfield, 
anil  was  once  carried  by  her  in  a  coach  to  the  play, 
which  was  Maty  Queen  of  Scots.     He  says  she  had 
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Tery  fino  eyes,  and  that  her  son,  the  present  Colonel 
Churchill,  is  very  like  her.  Him  I  have  seen,  and 
he  is  certainly  not  handsome.  Mr.  SelwjTi  being 
once  in  the  green  room  with  Quin,  asked  him 
whether  he  had  seen  Betterton,  and  his  opinion  of 
him.  Quin  replied  that  ho  was  certainly  a  great 
actor  but  added,  "  He  would  not,  however,  do  wow." 
—(From  Mr.  Kembic,  April  26,  1/89.) 

This  conversation  was  probably  after  Garrick  had 
appeared  in  1741  ;  for  in  1741  Selwyn  was  but  about 
twenty-five,  at  which  time  he  probably  did  not  go 
among  the  wits  of  the  green  room,  nor  was  he  pro- 
bably much  interested  about  the  merits  of  the  old 
actors.  Quin  himself  had  acted  with  Booth,  who 
had  acted  with  Betterton ;  and  Quin's  manner  was 
formed  on  Booth's,  as  Booth's  was  upon  that  of 
ittcrton.  Quin  therefore  could  not  mean  that 
(tween  the  death  of  Betterton  and  the  middle 
period  of  his  own  acting,  which  was  about  1735, 
the  publick  taste  was  altered,  and  must  have  alluded 

I  to  the  very  different  mode  of  acting  introduced  by 
Mr.  Garrick.     The  conversation,  therefore,  probably 
passed  about  the  year  1744  or  1/45. 
1 
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The  first  book  that  gave  Sir  Joshua  Eeynolds  a 
turn  for  painting  was  the  Jesuit's  FerspecHve,  a 
book  which  happened  to  be  in  the  parlour  window  in 
house  of  his  father,  who  was  a  clergyman.      He 

ade  himself  at  eight  years  old  so  completely  master 
of  this  book  that  he  has  never  had  occasion  to  study 
any  other  work  on  the  subject ;  and  the  knowledge  of 


penpective  then  acquired  liaa  served  him  erer  riiice.— 
(From  Sir  J.  K.  himself.) 


In  one  of  his  Italian  tours,  Baretti  picked  up  at  a 
house  where  he  stopped  for  refreshment  a  little  hook 
which  his  host  let  him  have  for  a  trifle,  and  which 
contained  the  seeds  of  Ariosto's  great  poem.  He 
afterwards  gave  the  hook  to  Mr.  Croft,  and  it  was 
sold  at  the  auction  of  his  books  to  Mr.  Steevens  for 
some  exorbitant  price.    I  forget  the  title  of  the  book. 

When  Cuzzoni*  was  somewhat  in  the  decline  of 
her  reputation  on  her  second  visit  here,  Baretti  went 
with  a  friend  to  see  her.  She  was  leaning  pensively 
on  her  arm;  on  which  Baretti's  friend  asked  her 
how  she  came  to  be  in  such  low  spirits.  "  How  can  I 
be  otherwise,"  said  Cuzzoni,  "  when  I  have  had  no 
dinner,  and  have  not  a  shilling  to  buy  one  ?  "  "  Well," 
said  the  other,  *'  I  am  not  very  rich ;  I  have  but  two 
guineas  in  my  purse ;  here  is  one  of  them,  and  let  us 
hear  no  more  of  your  low  spirits.  You  can  now  dine 
as  soon  as  you  will."  Cuzzoni  rang  the  bell,  gave  her 
servant  the  guinea,  and  bade  him  go  to  a  famous  wine- 

*  Or  (according  to  her  mBnied  lume)  Ssndoni,  once  k  celebrated 
opera  nnger,  of  whom  and  Handel  an  amniing  atoiy  ia  tt^A.  Handel 
had  oompoaed  for  her  the  aong  of  l-'alta  Imagine  in  0th9,  which  occa- 
tioned  n  aevere  a  dispute  between  tbem  on  account  of  her  refhrang  to 
sing  it,  that  at  last  Handel  threatened  to  throw  the  refractory  signoia 
out  of  the  window;  telling  her  "that  he  always  knew  she  was  a  wry 
deeit,  but  that  he  ahould  now  let  her  know,  in  her  turn,  that  he  waa 
Beelzebub,  the  Frince  of  Derila."  He  then  aeized  her  by  the  waist  and 
lifted  up  the  saih.  Alarmed  at  (his  process,  Cozzoni  now  conseiited,  and 
by  exquisite  grace  and  pathov,  added  to  the  ornaments  with  'which  she 
eiecnted  and  diversified  the  few  simple  notes  that  compose  the  air,  added 
more  to  her  reputation  than  b;  any  aOiet  petfoimance. 
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merchant,  and  get  from  him  a  pint  of  cape  {sic)  witio 
and  a  penny  roll.  The  man  after  some  time  returned 
and  said  tlie  merchant  would  not  let  him  have  a  roll — 
that  he  was  not  a  baker,  but  had  sent  the  wine.  ^  Get 
Vou  gone,"  said  Cuzzoni ;  *'  unless  he  sends  me  a  roll 
ni  have  no  wine."  "  Well,"  said  the  wine-merchant, 
on  the  boy's  return,  *'  since  she  insists  on  it,  there  is  a 
penny ;  go  to  the  next  baker's  and  buy  her  a  roll." 
On  getting  her  bread  and  wine  she  poured  the  cape 
(which  cost  a  guinea)  into  a  bowl,  and  crumbling  the 
bread  into  it  drank  off  the  contents.  Not  many 
years  afterwards  Baretti  saw  her  selling  greens  at  a 
stall  at  Bologna. 


May  8,  17s9. — I  little  expected  when  1  dined 
with  the  man  mentioned  in  the  preceding  pages,  that 
he  would  so  soon  be  numbered  with  the  dead. 
Baretti,  on  the  day  on  which  I  met  him  at  Mr. 
Courtenay's,  seemed  in  remarkably  good  health.  He 
told  us  then  I  think  that  he  was  in  his  seventy-third 
year.  He  was  very  entertaining ;  and  a  good  deal 
of  that  roughness  for  which  he  was  formerly  dis- 
tinguished had  gone  off.  He  died  last  Tuesday,  6th 
instant,  at  his  house  in  Edward  Street,  of  gout  in  his 
stomach,  of  which  he  had  complained  but  a  few 
daj^.  He  was  in  indigent  circumstances.  Ho  had 
a  small  pension  of  80/.  per  annum  which  was  his 
chief  support.  Ho  had  lately  revised  his  dictionary 
and  made  it  (as  ho  told  us  at  Mr.  Courtenay's)  a 
much  better  work ;  the  original  having  been  copied 
from  the  dictionaries  that  bad  gone  before.  By  re- 
trenching several  faulty  expressions,  &c.,  ho  reduced 


the  size  from  two  volumes  to  one  which  the  booksel- 
lers, who  estimate  works  hy  their  bulk,  did  not  much 
approve  of.  lie  was  to  have  100/.  for  his  labour,  and 
having  delivered  in  his  MS.  complete  to  Messrs, 
Cadell  and  Robinson,  and  being  distressed  for  money, 
he  pressed  for  the  payment.  Some  words  which 
passed  between  him  and  the  latter  of  these  book- 
sellers inflamed  him  so  much  as  in  some  measure 
to  prey  upon  his  mind  and  accelerato  his  death. 
Cadell  at  length  relented,  and  sent  50/.,  half  the 
money  agreed  upon,  but  it  did  not  reach  Barctti's 
house  till  after  hia  death. 


He  was  certainly  a  man  of  extraordinary  talents, 
and  perhaps  no  one  ever  made  himself  so  completely 
master  of  a  foreign  language  as  he  did  of  English. 
He  came  to  England,  I  imagine,  about  the  year  1750, 
and  resided  here  principally  ever  since.  He  has,  I 
find,  given  particular  directions  to  prevent  hia  body 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  surgeons. 


Not  very  long  after  the  institution  of  the  Club, 
Sir  J.  Reynolds  was  speaking  of  it  to  Garrick.  "  I 
like  it  much,"  says  he,  "  I  think  I'll  be  of  you.' 
When  Sir  J.  R.  mentioned  this  to  Dr.  Johnson,  ho 
was  much  displeased  at  the  actor's  conceit.  "  Hell  be 
of  us,"  says  Johnson,  "how  does  he  know  we  will 
permit  him?  The  first  duke  in  England  has  no 
right  to  hold  such  language?"  However,  when 
Garrick  was  regularly  proposed  some  time  afterwards, 
Johnson  warmly  supported  him,  being  in  reality  a 
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very  tender  affectionate  man.    lie  was  merely  offended 
at  the  actor's  conceit.* 


I 


On  the  former  part  of  this  story  it  probably  was 
that  Sir  John  Hawkins  grounileii  his  account  that 
Garrick  never  was  of  the  Literary  Club,  and  that 
Johnson  said  he  never  ought  to  be  of  it.  And  thus 
it  is  that  this  stupid  biographer,  and  the  more  flippant 
and  malicious  Mrs.  Piozzi,  have  miscoloured  and  mis- 
represented almost  every  anecdote  that  they  have  pre- 
tended to  tell  of  Dr.  Johnson, — (The  fact  from  Sir  J. 
Kcynolds.) 

Soon  after  Gainsborough  settled  in  London,  Sir 
J.  Reynolds  thought  himself  bound  in  civility  to  pay 
him  a  visit.  Gainsborough  took  not  the  least  notice 
of  him  for  several  years,  but  at  length  called  and 
solicited  him  to  sit  for  his  picture.  Sir  Joshua  sat 
once  ;  but  being  soon  afterwards  affected  by  a  slight 
paralytick  stroke,  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Batli.  On 
his  return  to  town  perfectly  restored  to  health,  ho 
sent  Gainsborough  word  that  he  was  returned;  to 
which  Gainsborough  only  replied  that  lie  was  glad  to 
hear  he  was  well ;  and  never  after  desired  him  to  sit, 
or  called  upon  him,  or  had  any  other  intercourse  vrith 
him  till  he  was  dying,  when  ho  sent  and  thanked  him 
for  the  very  handsome  manner  in  which  he  had  always 
spoken  of  him ;  a  circumstance  which  the  President 
has  thought  worth  recording  in  his  fourteenth  dis- 
course. Gainsborough  was  so  enamoured  of  his  art 
that  he  had  many  of  the  pictures  he  was  then  work- 

*  I  mentioned  this  anccilotc  to  Air.  Boswell,  and  he  has  introduced  it 
into  his  Life  of  Johnnon.^M. 
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ing  lipon  brought  to  his  bedside  to  show  th6m  to 
Reynolds,  and  flattered  himself  that  he  should  live  to 
finish  them. — (From  the  same.) 

He  was  a  very  dissolute  capricious  man,  inordi- 
nately fond  of  women,  and  not  very  delicate  in  his 
sentiments  of  honour.  He  was  first  put  forward  in 
the  world,  I  think  by  a  Mr.  Fonnereaux,  who  lent  him 
300/.  Gainsborough  haying  a  vote  for  an  election  in 
which  his  benefactor  had  some  concern,  voted  against 
him.  His  conscience  however  remonstrating  against 
such  conduct,  he  kept  himself  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion from  the  time  he  set  out  to  vote  till  his  return  to 
town,  that  he  might  not  relent  of  his  ingratitude. — 
(From  Mr.  Windham.) 


On  mentioning  to  Sir  Joshua  lleynolds  the  con- 
versation that  I  had  had  with  Baretti,  on  my  return 
from  Mr.  Courtenay's  about  the  Lord's  Prayer,  he 
said,  "  This  turn  which  B.  now  gives  to  the  matter 
was  an  after-thought ;  for  he  once  said  to  me  myself, 
*  there  are  various  opinions  about  the  writer  of  that 
prayer;  some  give  it  to  St.  Augustine,  some  to  St. 
Chrysostom,  &c.    What  is  your  opinion  ?* " 


On  examining  the  indexes  at  the  Signet  Office 
yesterday  (June  19,  1789)  to  ascertain  when  Sir 
George  Buck  was  made  Master  of  the  Revels  to  King 
James  the  First,  I  happened  to  turn  back  to  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  under  the  year  1590,  was  sur- 
prised to  find  in  the  letter  S.,  "Edmund  Spenser 
Penson."    On  examining  the  minute  of  the  grant,  I 
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found  it  entered  as  follows  :  "  Feb.  1590  (f.  c.  ISgi ) 
An  Annuity  of  50/.  per  ann.  to  Edmund  Spemer 
during  life." — (D.  Aubrey.) 

This  particular  has,  I  think,  escaped  aU  our 
biographers.  Fifty  pounds  a  year  was  then,  all  cir- 
cumstances being  considered,  at  least  equal  to  200?. 
a  year  now,  so  that  he  could  not  bo  in  such  extreme 
poverty  at  his  death  as  is  usually  represented.  I 
suppose  that  contemporary  writers  meant  ho  was 
comparatively  poor;  for  he  had  possessed  a  largo 
estate  in  Ireland  which  was  lost  in  tho  troubles. 
He  was  in  Ireland  in  1598,  as  appears  by  a  curious 
letter  from  Queen  Elizabeth  which  I  found  in  the 
Museum,  recommending   him   to    be  Sheriff  of  tho 

County  of  Cork  in  that  year (See  it 

in  my  Shakspeare.) 


Yesterday  (June  19)  I  passed  an  hour  verj- 
agreeably  in  Furnival's  Inn  with  Mr.  P.  H.  Neve, 
a  young  gentleman  who  has  lately  printed  some  mis- 
cellaneous observations  on  the  English  poets,  and 
is  much  devoted  to  literary  pursuits.  His  chambers 
look  on  the  garden  of  Furnival's  Inn,  a  very  seques- 
tered spot  which  I  had  never  before  happened  to 
look  at.  Yet  he  complained  that  it  was  not  private 
enough,  and  talked  of  moving  elsewhere.  He  showed 
me  many  rare  autographs,  and  a  curious  memoran- 
dum which  he  found  lately  in  Milton's  book  in 
defence  of  the  people  of  England;  in  which  tho 
former  possessor  of  the  book  says  in  Latin,  that 
Milton's  brother  (who  was,  I  think,  a  judge  of  one 
of  the  courts  at  "Westminster)  told  him  that  with 
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all  the  tegal  arguments  in  tbat  book,  Milton  was 
fumiehed  by  the  celebrated  Bradshaw,  president  of 
the  court  tbat  put  Charles  I.  to  death. 


Dr.  Donne,  the  poet,  in  l602  married  the 
daughter  of  Sir  George  Moore  privately  against  her 
father's  consent,  who  was  so  enraged  that  he  not  only 
turned  him  and  his  wife  out  of  his  house,  but  got 
Lord  Chancellor  Egerton  to  turn  him  out  of  his 
office  as  Secretary  to  the  Great  Seal.  Donne  and 
his  wife  took  refuge  in  a  house  at ,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  his  father-in-law,  who  lived  at  Lothcsby, 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  where  the  first  thing  he 
did  was  to  write  on  a  pane  of  glass — 

Johu  Donne 
An  Donne 
U  nil  one. 

These  words  were  visible  at  that  house  in  17-19. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  Donne's  name  was 
formerly  pronounced  Dun. — (From  a  similar  notice 
found  by  Mr.  Neve  in  an  old  book.) 


Mr.  "Welbore  Ellis,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  late  Twisden,  Bishop  of  Raphoe,  assured 
me  at  the  Marquis  Townshcnd's  about  a  month  ago, 
tliat  the  strange  story  which  has  been  long  current 
in  Ireland,  of  the  bishop  being  shot  in  attempting 
to  rob  on  the  highway  in  England,  was  an  absolute 
falsehood.  Mr.  Ellis  said  he  saw  the  physician  who 
attended  him,  who  told  him  he  died  of  a  fever. 

The  stories  which  are  told  of  this  bishop's  levity 
or  vivacity  arc  probably  however  true;  for  Mr.  EUi3 


owned  that  Twiaden  once  laid  a  wager  that  he  would 
leap  over  a  cow  as  she  lay  in  the  field.  Just  at  the 
instant  of  the  attempt,  the  cow  got  up,  and  the 
bishop  dislocated  hia  shoulder.* 


I 


I 


"Pope's  house  at  Twickenham,"  says  Dr.  Taylor 
(who  is  now  living  at  laleworth,  and  eighty-five  years 
old)  in  a  letter  to  my  father  in  Ireland,  written  soon 
after  the  poet's  death,  "  I  believe  will  be  bought  by 
Sir  William  Stanhope.  They  say  the  whole  pur- 
chase will  come  within  ),500/.  Pope  died  worth 
4,000/.  The  King  of  Sardinia's  watch,  which  is 
mentioned  in  his  will,  is  a  common  plain  gold  one, 
not  worth  twenty  guineas." 

"People  here,"  he  adds  in  the  same  letter,  "do 
not  talk  of  the  Anglesey  affair  in  the  same  strain 
they  seem  to  do  in  Ireland.  The  verdict  here  is 
generally  condemned.  Bacon  told  me  he  heard  Sir 
John  Strange  lately  say  at  Tom's  that  lie  had  read 
the  printed  trial,  and  that  the  I'l.  appeared  clearly 
from  thence  to  him  to  be  a,  bastard ;  and  that  ho 
was  astonished  at  the  charge  and  at  the  verdict. — ■ 
Concancn  arrived  in  London  last  night." 


Mr.  Parsons,  an  ingenious  picture  cleaner  and 
painter  from  whom  I  bought  eight  drawings  yester- 
day done  by  the  elder  lliehardson  called  upon  me 
this  morning,  June  2nd,  l/SQ.  Ho  says  that  the 
great  sale  of  Richardson's  drawings  was  in  1746-7' 

I  'It  was  often  luid  formerly  that  many  of  the  biahopa  sent  from 
England  to  fill  Irish  aecs  were  such  as  would  not  Lave  bccu  tolerated  in 
England. 
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At  that  nle  the  yottogw  Bicbardscm  wju  4  cqn- 
siderabk  purchaser,  and  he  afterwarda  a4de4  graatlf 
to  hia  collectioii,  which  apoa  Mb  own  death  aboiff 
the  year  1772,  was  sold  by  auction.  There  IJf.  f. 
bought  the  drawings;  two  of  Pope;  two  of  IGlton, 
one  of  them  very  highly  finished ;  two  of  Shakspeqre, 
one  of  them  from  the  picture  now  in  the  Duke  of 
Chandos'  possession^  and  the  other  from  the  print 
prefixed  to  hia  poems  in  1640 ;  one  of  the  elder 
Bichardson ;  and  one  of  the  late  Dr.  Birch. 


Mrs.  Thrale  has  grossly  misrepresented  the  story 
which  she  has  told  of  Dr.  Johnson's  saying  a  barsh 
thing  to  her  at  table  (see  her  Anecdotes).  The  fact 
was  this.  A  Mr.  Thrale,  related  to  Mr.  Thrale, 
Johnson's  friend,  for  whom  they  both  had  a  great 
regard,  had  gone  some  time  before  to  the  £ast  or 
West  Indies.  Dr.  Johnson  had  not  yet  heard  of  bis 
fate ;  and  Mrs.  Tbrale  very  abruptly  while  she  was 
eating  some  larks  most  ravenously,  laid  down  her 
knife  and  fork — "  Oh  dear.  Dr.  Johnson,  do  you  know 
what  has  happened?  The  last  letters  from  abroad 
have  brought  us  an  account  that  poor  Tom  Thrale's 
head  was  taken  off  by  a  cannon  ball  in  the  action 

of  ."    Johnson,  who  was  shocked  both  at  the 

^t  and  at  her  gross  manner  of  telling  it,  replied, — 
"  Madam,  it  would  give  you  very  little  concern  if  all 
your  relations  were  spitted  like  those  larks,  and 
dressed  for  Presto's  supper."  Presto  was  the  dog 
which  lay  under  the  table,  and  which  Mrs.  Thrale 
was  feeding  just  as  she  mentioned  the  death  of  Mr. 
Thrale's  cousin. 
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Mr.  Boswell  has  mentioned  in  his  Journal  of  a 
fTour  to  ike  Hebrides,  that  Johnson  once  met  with  an 
Italian  in  London  who  did  not  know  who  was  the 
author   of  the    Lord's  Prayer,     The  Italian,  whom 
,  Mr.  Boswell  out  of  tenderness  forbore  to  name,  was 
l^aretti.     As  I  walked    homo    with   him    from    Mr. 
Courtenay's,  he  mentioned  that  tho  story  as  told  gave 
m^  unfair  representation  of  him.    The  fact  he  said  wag 
In  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Johnson  concern- 
ing the  Lord's  Prayer,  Baretti  observed   (profanely 
enough)    that   the    petition,  lead  us  not  into  temp- 
tation, ought  rather  to  be  addressed  to  the  tempter 
■  of  mankind  than  a  benevolent  Creator  who  delighted 
rin  the  happiness  of  his  creatures.     "  Pray,  sir,"  said 
Johnson"  (who  could  not  hear  that  any  part  of  our  holy 
religion  should  be  spoken  lightly  of),  "do  you  know 
who  was  the  author  uf  the  Lord's  Prayer  ?  "     Baretti 
(who  did  not  \vish  to  get  into  any  serious  dispute, 
and  who  appears  to  ho  an  Intidol),  by  way  of  putting 

^^n  end  to  the  conversation,  only  replied, — "  Oh,  eir, 
you  know  by  our  religion  (Roman  Catholic),  we  are 
not  permitted  to  read  the  Scriptures.  You  can't 
therefore  expect  an  answer." 


The  two  drawings  of  Pope  are  marked  at  the  hack 
with  Richardson's  R — ,  but  have  no  date.  Milton 
IB  in  profile,  "  13th  February,  1737  R."  The  other 
Milton,  *'  4th  December,  1734  R."  The  Shakspeare 
from  tho  old  picture,  "  R.,  21st  April,  1733."  The 
copy  from  the  print  thus  :  "  From  an  old  print  before 
an  early  edition  of  his  poems,  R.  —  Shakspeare,  20th 
I  October,  1732."    "  Richardson,  aonior,  24th  August, 
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17361'    ''Mr.  VaA^  JL,  2lM  SowdlMr,  1739L*    I 
Imepat  dvae  dam  da«m  here  lot,  bcmgf  vrittea  in 


Mr.  Pamoi  had  a  luiiieniii  edacatkn,  and  waft 
ori^naDr  jmriidfd  tar  the  Cfanrdiy  hut  his  love  of 
[Minliiig  led  him  to  his  pRKnt  profession.  He  set 
out  as  a  painter,  and  copied  in  his  yoath  a  Tast 
miahfr  of  Sir  Feler  Ldy's  pctores  which  have 
deceifed  some  oonnoisseiirB,  and  were  taken  fen*  ori- 
ginals. Bmg  carried  down  hr  Lord  CraTen  about 
thirty  years  ago  to  Tiew  his  great  collection  of  M 
pictoreSy  he  found  them  in  a  miserable  condition,  and 
cleaned  them  so  well  that  he  has  OTer  smoe  had  so 
much  employment  in  that  way  as  to  hare  had  scarcely 
time  to  paint  an  original  picture.  He  has  however 
made  a  great  many  copies  in  that  time ;  amongst  others, 

one  of  Fenton,  the  poet,  for  a  Mr.  Fenton  in  . 

Fenton,  of  whom  I  did  not  know  there  had  been  any 
picture,  was  he  says  a  very  handsome  man.  Addi- 
son's daughter,  he  informs  me,  is  now  living  in 
Warwickshire,  and  is  possessed  of  an  original  picture 
of  Dryden,  which  belonged  to  her  father,  and  which 
Parsons  copied  some  time  ago  for  a  Mr.  Sneyd  of 
Staffordshire. 

He  has  been  lately  much  employed  by  Lord  War- 
wick and  Lord  Scarsdale,  and  sold  the  latter  about 
six  months  ago  a  very  great  curiosity,  a  portrait  of 
Shakspeare  by  Vandyke.  It  is  now  at  Lord  Scars- 
dalo's,  in  Derbyshire.  It  was  brought  to  Parsons 
lost  winter  by  a  dealer  with  two  or  three  other  old 
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pictures ;   and   having  been   much   conversant  with 
Vandyke's  pictures  he  knew  the  hand  at  once. 

He  is  equally  clear  that  it  is  a  portrait  of  Shak- 
speare.  It  has  more  resemblance  he  says  to  the 
picture  said  to  be  painted  by  Zoest,  of  which  there  is 
a  mezzotinto  by  Simon,  than  to  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dos'  picture.  Vandyke  came  to  England,  I  think, 
about  the  year  1630  ;*  so  that  he  must  have  copied 
this  picture  from  that  from  which  the  print  prefixed 
to  the  first  folio,  1623,  was  made,  or  from  the  old 
picture  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Davenant,  and 
now  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  or  from  some 
other  original.  There  is.  Parsons  says,  great  spirit  in 
the  portrait ;  it  contains  a  hand  which,  according  to 
Vandyke's  manner,  is  spread  on  the  left  side  of  the 
body.  The  drapery  is  black  without  any  figure  or 
flowers  in  it. 


My  two  ruins  of  Rome,  Parsons  thinks  were  done  by 
Viviani,  after  Panini ;  and  he  inclines  to  think  that 
my  Duke  of  Monmouth  which  in  my  grandfather 
Collier's  catalogue  is  called  Sir  Peter  Lely's,  was 
painted  either  by  Mrs.  Bale  or  the  elder  Kichardson. 
The  landscape,  in  the  large  picture  of  the  Creation 

painted  by  De  Foss,  was  done  he  says  by ,  who 

always  was  employed  by  De  Foss  in  that  part  of  his 
pictures. 

I  had  thought  my  large  landscape  by  Abraham 
Houdens,  16879  was  a  great  rarity  as  well  as  a  very 

*  Probably  before  that  time;  for  in  1632  be  was  in  high  repute,  was 
knighted,  and  reoeired  a  pension. 

D  D 


fine  picfMR^  tmwt  Mr.  Walpde  fau  Bud  he  paintad 
TVTT  ftw  pimra.  or  tlni  iken  uv  verj  feir  «f  Im 
famd  in  Esffand ;  bat  thii  is  not  ao ;  Mr.  Fanona 
has  had  abore  a  hoadrad  of  hii  go  through  his  handi. 
He  allowv  the  {■rtacr  howern*,  thoo^  it  has  not  the 
merit  of  raritT,  to  be  adsuiabU  executed. 


On  looking  a  fetr  dars  nnce  over  the  Qeneral 
Adrertiter,  1748,  for  Macklin's  letter  relatire  to 
Ford  and  Kiakspeare  which  I  hare  proved  to  be 
fiction,  I  found  Mrs.  Pritchard,  the  actress,  was  in 
that  year  weak  enough  to  think  of  performing  the 
part  of  George  Bamweli  for  her  husband's  benefit 
Ilowever,  before  the  dar  came  she  thought  better  of 
it,  and  performed  Ladt/  Macbeth  instead. 


Mr.  Fenton  mentions  in  bis  notes  on  WalWs 
Poems,  pp.  29,  46,  that  Spencer  vas  matriculated  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  20th  Mav,  1569;  and  supposing 
him  to  have  been  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  concluded 
that  this  poet  was  bom  in  1553 ;  but  at  that  time  it 
was  much  more  common  to  go  to  the  university  at 
ttcelve  years  old  than  at  sixteen.  If  he  was  but 
twelve  in  1569,  he  was  bom  in  1567-  His  birth 
took  place  in  East  Smithfield  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Botolph.  I  examined  the  register  of  that  parish  in 
vain  for  his  baptism.  I  did  not  commence  I  found 
till  1550. 

There  is  I  suppose  some  mistake  with  respect  to 
the  portrait  shown  as  Sacharissa's  at  Mr.  Waller*8 
house ;  for  on  my  mentioning  to  Lord  Macartney  at 
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our  club,  how  little  she  was  entitled  to  Waller  a  praise, 
he  told  me  that  two  fine  pictures  of  her  and  her 
sister  by  Vandyke  were  at  Petworth  in  Sussex  (Lord 
Egremont's),  and  that  Sacharissa  appeared  to  have 
been  very  handsome. 


Lady  Falconberg,  Cromwell's  daughter,  lived  till 
the  year  1712.  Old  Lord  Hchester  told  Lord 
Macartney  that  he  remembered  her  when  he  was  a 
boy  visiting  at  his  father  s,  and  that  all  the  younger 
part  of  the  family  used  always  to  get  near  her  on 
account  of  her  having  a  great  quantity  of  perfumes 
about  her. 


Sir  J.  Reynolds  when  he  called  on  me  yesterday 
(July  10),  on  looking  over  the  elder  Kichardson's 
drawings,  said  he  understood  his  art  very  well  scienti- 
fically;  but  that  his  manner  was  cold  and  hard.  He 
was  Sir  Joshua's  pictorial  grandfather,  being  Hudson's 
master.  He  was  always  drawing  either  himself  or 
Pope,  whom  he  scarcely  ever  visited  without  taking 
some  sketch  of  his  face.  His  son  was  intended  for 
a  painter,  but  being  very  near-sighted  soon  gave  up 
all  thoughts  of  that  profession.  He  was  a  great  news 
and  anecdote  monger;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  spent  much  of  his  time  in  gathering  and  commu- 
nicating intelligence  concerning  the  King  of  Prussia 
and  other  topics  of  the  day;  as  Dr.  Bumey,  who 
knew  him  very  well,  informs  me.  His  Richard-^ 
soniana  are  not  uninteresting. 

D  D  2 
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I  this  day  (July  24,  1789)  perused  Wentworth 
Lord  lUMCommon'B  will  at  Doctors'  Commons.  Ha 
having  been  once  the  owner  of  my  estate  in  West- 
meath,  in  Ireland,  I  feel  an  interest  about  him,  and 
should  be  glad  to  meet  with  his  picture  by  Carla 
Maratti  which  is  somewhere  extant.  His  will  is 
very  short.  He  expresses  the  strongest  hope  of  a 
resurrection  and  redemption  by  the  merits  of  our 
Saviour,  and  commits  his  wretched  body  to  the  earth. 
He  makes  his  (second)  wife  Isabella  (daughter  of 
Matthew  Baynton,  Yorkshire,  Esq.,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1674)  his  executrix,  and  bequeathes  her 
all  his  estate  real  and  personal  after  payment  of  his 
debts.  His  will  was  made  January  4,  1684-5,  and 
proved  the  latter  end  of  that  month. 

Knightly  Chetwood,  who  has  left  MS.  memoirs 
of  him — DOW  in  the  public  library  at  Cambridge — 
was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  his  will.  I  think  he  says 
in  those  memoirs  that  Lord  Roscommon  resembled 
his  uncle  Lord  Strafford  in  the  countenance.  His 
widow  married  the  father  of  the  late  Thomas  Carter, 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  and  died  in  Dublin 
in  1722.  I  hoped  to  have  found  her  picture  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  Carter's  heir,  but  be  has  it 
not. 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  was  born  at  Plympton  in 
Devonshire,  in  1723.  One  of  the  first  portraits  be 
ever  painted  is  in  the  possession  of  a  Mr.  Hamilton, 
nephew  to  Lord  Abercom.  As  he  himself  told  me, 
when  about  the  age  of  nineteen  or  twenty,  he  became 
very  careless  about  his  profession,  and  lived  for  near 
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three  years  at  Plymouth  in  a  great  deal  of  dissipation 
with  but  indifferent  company,  at  least  such  company 
as  from  whom  no  improvement  could  be  gained.  He 
now  much  laments  the  loss  of  these  three  years. 
However,  he  saw  his  error  in  time,  and  sat  down 
seriously  to  his  art  about  the  year  1743  or  1744. 
Soon  afterwards  he  painted  the  portrait  above-men- 
tioned, Captain  Hamilton  being  a  naval  oflScer  who 
married  the  present  Lord  Eliot's  mother. 

This  Captain  Hamilton  was  a  very  uncommon 
character;  very  obstinate,  very  whimsical,  very  pious, 
a  rigid  disciplinarian,  yet  very  kind  to  his  men.  He 
lost  his  life  as  he  was  proceeding  from  his  ship  to 
land  at  Plymouth.  The  wind  and  sea  were  extremely 
high,  and  his  officers  remonstrated  against  the  im- 
prudence of  venturing  in  a  boat  where  the  danger 
seemed  imminent.  But  he  was  impatient  to  see  his 
wife,  and  would  not  be  persuaded.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  he  left  the  ship,  the  boat  was  upset  and  turned 
keel  upward.  The  captain  being  a  good  swimmer, 
trusted  to  his  skill,  and  would  not  accept  of  a  place 
on  the  keel  in  order  to  make  room  for  others,  and 
then  clung  to  the  edge  of  the  boat.  Unluckily  he 
had  kept  on  his  greatcoat.  At  length,  seeming  ex- 
hausted, those  on  the  keel  exhorted  him  to  take  a 
place  beside  them,  and  he  attempted  to  throw  off  the 
coat,  but  finding  his  strength  fail,  told  the  men  he 
must  yield  to  his  fate  and  soon  afterwards  sank  while 
singing  a  psalm. — (From  Lord  Eliot.) 


Hayman,   the    painter,   though    but   an   ordinary 
artist,  had   some   humour.      Among   the   set    with 
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whom  he  lived  much,  there  was  one  who  waa  almyi 
complEuning  of  ill-health  and  low  spirits  withonft 
heing  ahle  to  assign  any  particular  malady  as  the 
cause.  One  evening  at  Hayman's  cluh,  it  was  nwn- 
tioned  that  this  maladie  imaginaire  had  heen  mar- 
ried the  day  hefore.   "Is  he!  and  be  d d  to  himi" 

said  Hayman;  "now  hell  know  what  ails  him!"— ■ 
(From  Sir  J.  Beynolds.) 

Mendez,  the  Jew  poet,  sat  to  him  for  his  picture, 
but  requested  he  would  not  put  it  in  his  show-rooni, 
as  he  wished  to  keep  the  matter  a  secret  Howerer, 
as  Hayman  had  but  little  business  in  portraits,  ha 
could  not  afford  to  let  his  new  work  remain  in  ob- 
scurity, so  out  it  went  with  the  few  others  that  he 
had  to  display.  A  new  picture  being  a  rarity  in 
Hayman's  room,  the  first  friend  that  came  in  took 
notice  of  it  and  asked  whose  portrait  it  was? 
"  Mendez'."  "  Good  heavens !"  stud  the  friend, "  yon 
are  wonderfully  out  of  luck  here.  It  has  not  a  trait 
of  his  countenance."  "  Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth," 
said  the  painter,  <*  he  desired  t^  might  not  be  known." 


The  present  Duke  of  Marlborough  has  been 
always  remarkably  shy  and  reserved.  Among  other 
small  talents  that  he  possesses  he  plays  Quinze  un- 
commonly well.  He  told  Sir  J.  Beynolds  one  day, 
when  speaking  of  the  defect  in  himself  already  men- 
tioned, of  which  be  is  very  sensible,  that  having  once 
made  a  master-stroke  at  that  game  by  which  he 
should  have  made  a  hundred  pounds,  he  put  his 
cards  into  the  heap,  and  lost  what  he  had  set  on 
them,  knowing  that  If  he  had  shown  them,  which 
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it  was  necessary  to  do  to  win  the  money,  all  the 
company  at  the  different  tables  would  have  come 
round  him,  and  the  fineness  of  the  stroke  have  been 
their  topic  for  half  an  hour.  This  he  acknowledged 
he  could  not  stand;  adding,  however,  ^^ lam  not  so 
shy  now."*  And  yet  to  common  observers  he  is  still 
unaccountably  so,  considering  his  birth,  education,  and 
commerce  with  the  world. — (From  Sir  Josh.  R.) 


Captain  Hamilton,  half-brother  of  the  present 
Lord  Eliot,  gave  a  still  more  extraordinary  proof 
of  the  force  of  mauvaise  honte.  He  was  appointed 
governor  of  some  foreign  settlement — Newfoundland, 
I  think.  During  the  voyage  he  often  talked  of  the 
embarrassments  of  such  a  situation,  and  how  painful 
it  would  be  to  him  to  have  a  concourse  of  people 
perpetually  about  him,  and  to  be  so  marked  an  object 
as  he  must  be  whenever  he  stirred  out.  All  this 
lay  very  heavy  on  his  mind;  however,  he  endea- 
voured to  shake  off  his  apprehensions  during  the 
voyage ;  but  when  he  came  near  the  shore,  and  saw 
the  crowd  of  people  ready  to  receive  him,  and  heard 
their  huzzas,  it  entirely  overcame  him,  and  he  re- 
tired into  his  cabin  and  shot  himself. — (From  Sir 
Josh.  B.) 

Serjeant  Davy  was  often  employed  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  On  one  occasion  he  called 
a  witness  to  prove  some  point,  and  put  a  question 
of  no  great  importance  which  was  immediately 
objected  to  by  the  opposite  counsel.  The  counsel 
on  both  sides,  according  to  the  usual  form,  were 
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ordered  to  withdraw,  and  the  House  b^an  to  debate 
OD  the  propriety  of  the  question.  The  diacusrioii 
lasted  for  some  hours;  hut  at  length  the  determi- 
nation being  in  favour  of  Davy,  he  was  called  in, 
and  the  Speaker  informed  him  be  might  put  bis 
question.  *'  I  protest,  Mr.  Speaker,"  replied  Davy, 
"  /  entirely  forget  what  it  iras."  This,  as  may  easily 
be  believed,  threw  the  House  into  a  roar  of  laughter. 


His  brother-Serjeant,  Whitaker,  was  still  more 
celebrated  for  bis  wit,  or  rather  dry  humour.  On 
some  contested  election  before  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, ho  ai^cd  that  the  testimony  of  a  Mr.  Smith 
would  be  verj-  material  for  his  client.  The  adverse 
party  were  very  desirous  that  the  witness  should 
not  be  produced,  and  urged  that  he  was  in  so  bad 
a  state  of  health  it  might  be  extremely  prejudicial 
to  him  to  remain  for  some  hours  in  so  hot  a  place 
as  a  full  House  of  Commons.  At  length  it  was 
determined  that  Mr.  Smith  should  be  examined ; 
and  to  give  a  colour  to  what  had  been  alleged,  he 
was  brought  in  muffled  up,  and  supported  by  a  friend. 
All  the  members  were  very  attentive  when  Whitaker 
rose  to  examine  him,  expecting  some  question  that 
would  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  business.  The 
seijeant  got  up  with  great  gravity,  and  began  bis 
examination  with — "Pray,  Mr.  Smith,  how  do  you 
do  ?  "  The  greater  part  of  the  House  being  in  the 
secret,  or  at  least  suspecting  that  his  illness  was 
mere  pretence,  burst  into  a  roar  of  laughter  not 
less  violent  than  that  produced  by  Davj-'s  sally  on 
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a  former  occasion. — (This  and  the  former  from  Mr. 
Gerard  Hamilton.) 


Petrarch  observes  in  one  of  his  letters  (JEpist.  Fam. 
1.  ii.  ep.  2)  that  the  Romans  before  the  time  of  Sylla 
were  buried  entire  in  the  earth,  and  that  the  practice 
of  cremation  began  with  the  dictator,  who  appre- 
hendincf  that  some  of  the  Marian  faction  would  treat 
his  own  remains  as  ill  as  he  had  done  those  of  Marius, 
ordered  his  dead  body  to  be  burned. 


Dr.  Arthur  Charlette  in  the  last  age  corresponded 
with  almost  all  the  celebrated  persons  of  that  time, 
and  preserved  all  their  letters.  An  immense  col- 
lection of  them,  which  he  had  made  and  bound  in 
several  folio  volumes,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Ballard,  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Learned  Ladies  of 
Great  Britain^  and  are  now  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 
They  contain,  as  Mr.  Warton  informs  me,  many 
curious  anecdotes. 


Augusts,  1791.— I  dined  at  Sir  William  Scott's 
in  the  Commons,  with  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Erskine, 
Sir  William  Wynne,  Sir  J.  Reynolds,  and  a  Mr. 
De  Vyme.  The  latter,  who  was  the  son  of  a  French 
refugee,  and  spoke  English  perfectly  well,  had  lived 
in  Portugal  for  forty  years,  and  was  at  Lisbon  at  the 
time  of  the  earthquake ;  of  which  he  gave  us  a  curious 
account. 

It  happened  about  ten  in  the  morning  on  All 
Souls'  Day,  when  many  of  the  people  were   in  the 
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puish  chnrdiM.     He  wss  dmng  in  his  oountiiig- 
hcNise  in  his  night-gown,  and  the  first  srmptom  he 
heard  was  a  renr  load  whizzing  noise;  soon  after- 
waids  he  fbond  his  hoose  shake,  and  called  imme- 
diatelT  to  his  clerks  to  follow  him.     Ther  all  ran  ont 
hehind  his  hoose,  and  proceeded  as  fast  as  possible  to 
a  high  ground,  where  thev  remained  in  safety  and  saw 
the  town  falling  on  erenr  side.     After  continuing 
there  about  forty-eight  hours,  he  ventured  to  go  down 
into  the  town,   where  generally  there  reigned  total 
silence.     Almost  every  step  he  took  was  over  a  dead 
body.      Among  other    shocking   scenes  he    saw    a 
woman  dead  with  a  child  at  her  breast  without  its 
head.     He  made  his  way  however  through  the  ruins 
to  his  own  house,  which  being  situated  on  a  rock,  he 
hoped  might  not  have  been   wholly  destroyed;  and 
with  the  help  of  eight  or  ten  persons  who  had  escaped 
like  himself  and  whom  he  paid  highly,  cleared  away 
the  rubbish  sufficiently  to  get  to  his  strong  box  in 
the  counting-house,  from  which  he  carried  away  notes 
to  the  amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds.     He, 
however,  by  the  inability  of  others  to  fulfil  their  con- 
tracts, lost  40,000/.  that  day. 

Very  soon  after  the  first  shock,  the  air,  by  whirl- 
winds of  smoke  and  dust  from  the  city  falling  and 
taking  fire  (for  the  small  pans  of  coals  with  which 
they  warm  themselves  soon  produced  that  efiPect), 
became  entirely  dark ;  and  the  first  sensation  of 
every  one  was  that  the  end  of  the  world  had  arrived. 
The  total  number  of  inhabitants  of  Portugal  is  about 
two  and  a  half  millions,  so  that  it  is  less  populous 
than   Ireland,   where   about  four  millions  are  now 
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reckoned.  The  people  of  Lisbon  amount,  as  is  sup«> 
posed,  to  one  hundred  thousand,  of  whom  about  eleven 
hundred  perished  in  the  earthquake.  The  town  is 
built  upon  seven  hills,  and  was  twice  destroyed  by 
earthquakes  before. 

After  the  last  visitation  it  was  proposed  to  the 
minister,  Fombal,  to  rebuild  the  town  on  a  new  site, 
two  miles  inland,  and  more  distant  from  the  sea ;  but 
from  some  unknown  motive  he  adhered  to  the  old 
position  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  same  causes 
which  operated  before  will  at  some  time  or  other 
destroy  the  town  again. 

Mr.  De  Vyme  having  now  quitted  Lisbon,  on 
account  of  his  health,  and  settled  in  England,  wishes 
to  sell  his  country-house  in  Portugal,  but  such  is  the 
poverty  of  the  people  that  he  cannot  get  a  purchaser. 
It  is  almost  a  palace,  the  purchase-money  required 
being  above  30,000/.  The  Queen  herself  wishes  to 
be  the  owner,  but  it  has  been  represented  to  her  that 
if  she  should  spare  so  much  money  from  building 
churches  (for  she  is  a  great  devotee)  she  ought 
rather,  for  the  good  of  her  people,  to  lay  it  out  in 
building  one  herself.  Mr.  De  Vyme  was  the  first 
who  introduced  pineapples  into  Portugal.  He,  the 
Queen,  and  one  of  her  ministers,  are  the  only  per- 
sons who  now  grow  them. 

The  Portuguese  have  a  great  quantity  of  specie 
among  them,  and  yet  are  not  very  rich.  Spain,  he 
saidf  at  present  contains  about  eleven  millions  of 
people,  and  is  capable  of  sustaining  at  least  twenty- 
two  millions.  While  he  was  in  Portugal  he  spent 
two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds.    He  brought 
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home  with  him  one  hundred  thousand ;  and  left  in 
the  house  at  Lisbon  twelve  hundred  thousand. 


August  9,  at  Mr.  Windham's. — The  company, 
Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Dr.  Lau- 
rence, Sir  Henry  Englefield,  and  myself.  A  very 
pleasant  day. 

Sir  Joshua  and  Sir  W.  Scott,  in  talking  con- 
cerning that  despicable  woman  Mrs.  Piozzi,  men- 
tioned the  letter  which  she  wrote  to  Johnson  in 
answer  to  his  objurgatory  one  relative  to  her  proposed 
marriage  with  an  Italian  singer.*  She  has  suppressed 
both  letters  in  her  book,  and  hers  to  Johnson  hap- 
pened by  some  accident  not  to  be  returned  to  her 
with  the  rest  of  her  letters.  She  said  in  it  among 
other  things,  as  both  Sir  W.  Scott  and  Sir  Joshua 
agreed,  that  however  she  might  have  disgraced  Miss 
Salisbury  by  marrying  the  brewer,  she  could  not 
disgrace  Mrs.  Thrale  by  marrying  Piozzi — that  his 
profession  was  a  liberal  one  which  could  not  be  said 
of  the  other ;  and  she  was  told  he  excelled  very  much 
in  his  own  way. 

Of  this  kind  of  excellence  however  she  all  her 
life  aflTected  to  be  so  little  of  a  judge,  as  always  to 
join  with  Dr.  Johnson  in  inattention  to  musick ;  and 
soon  after  her  present  caro  sposo  came  to  England, 
she  said  once  to  Dr.  Bumey,  as"  he  told  me,  "  We 
are  all  mightily  pleasant  and  happy ;  but  there  is  no 
bearing  that  fellow  squaring  his  elbows  at  the  harpsi- 
chord." This  was  al  Dr.  Bumey's  house;  and  the 
fellow  was  Piozzi. 

*  Piozzi — the  story  so  well  known  in  literary  history. 
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When  she  first  resolved  to  marry  him,  Miss  Bumey 
(the  authoress)  lived  with  her,  or  was  there  on  a 
visit ;  and  on  heing  consulted,  remonstrated  strongly 
on  the  impropriety  of  such  a  step.  At  length  a  pro- 
mise was  solemnly  given  that  she  would  relinquish 
all  thoughts  of  it.  In  a  day  or  two  afterwards  she 
acted  like  a  bedlamite,  tore  her  hair,  knocked  her 
head  against  the  wall,  &c.,  and  told  Miss  Bumey  she 
could  not  survive  unless  she  had  Piozzi.  Soon  after- 
wards she  married  him ;  and  Miss  Bumey  and  she 
are  now  entirely  alienated.  She  is  now  wholly  uncon- 
nected with  all  her  former  friends. 

Mr.  Lysons,  though  a  great  friend  of  hers,  showed 
Dr.  Laurence  who  dined  with  us  this  day,  a  little 
account  of  her  pretty  poem.  The  Three  Warnings. 
Of  this  piece,  Lysons  said,  from  some  information 
he  had  got,  that  ^^  the  first  hint  was  given  to  her  by 
Johnson ;  that  she  brought  it  to  him  very  incorrect ; 
and  that  he  not  only  revised  it  throughout,  but  sup- 
plied several  new  lines."  Under  this  account,  which 
was  written  by  Lysons  and  shown  to  Mrs.  Fiozzi, 
she  had  added  with  respect  to  the  statement  of  its 
being  suggested  by  Johnson,  "  That  is  not  true^  ac- 
knowledging by  the  exception  that  the  rest  was  true. 
But  she  was  careless  about  truth,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  trusted. 


Dr.  Akenside,  as  Sir  J.  Reynolds  told  me,  soon 
after  the  publication  of  Goldsmith's  Traveller^  was 
very  liberal  in  its  praise.  A  report  then  prevailed 
that  it  was  in  fact  written  by  Johnson ;  but  Aken- 
side maintained  that  it  was  impossible,  and  he  par- 
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ticulmrly  relied  on  two  lines  which  he  said  Johnson 
would  not  have  written — 

^  Or  onward,  where  tbe  mde  Cariatliiaa  boor, 
Agaimt  the  houseless  ftnmger  shuts  the  door.** 

Perhaps  Johnson  would  not  have  used  the  familiar 
but  forcible  expression  in  the  second  line ;  and  yet  it 
is  not  Goldsmith's,  but  Shakspeare's — 

'*  Who  should  against  his  murderer  shut  the  door, 
Not  bear  the  knife  mj9eiif:'— Macbeth, 

And  "  houseless**  he  had  from  King  Lear. 

Akenside  however,  while  he  pointed  out  these  lines 
as  imlike  Johnson's  manner,  had  not  sagacity  enough 
to  observe  some  others  which  at  once  discovered  his 
vigorous  pen  and  cast  of  thought — 

'*  Still  to  ourselves  in  every  place  consigned, 
Our  own  felicity  we  make  or  find.** 

Johnson,  in  fact,  wrote  about  sixteen  lines  of  this 
beautiful  poem,  and  no  more,  as  he  himself  told  Mr. 
BoswelL*     But  Akenside  never  found  this  out. 


Mr,  Cator,  the  money-lender,  once  speaking 
about  drunkenness,  instead  of  enlarging  on  the 
common  topics,  the  universality  of  it,  its  obscuring 
men  s  faculties,  producing  quarrels,  &c,,  observed  that 
it  was  a  most  injurious  practice,  and  might  be  at- 
tended with  very  bad  effects ;  for  no  man  who  goes 
into  company  and  indulges  in  wine,  can  know  when 
he  may  be  called  out  to  make  a  bargain ! 

*  In  this,  Malone  or  Boswell  slightly  errs.  The  latter  says :  ^  In  the 
year  1783,  he  (Johnson)  at  my  request  marked  with  a  pencil  the  lines 
which  he  had  flurnished,  which  are  only  line  420th :  *  To  stop  too  fbsrfitl 
and  too  ikint  to  go,*  and  the  concluding  ten  lines  except  the  last  couplet 
hut  one." 
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Sir  William  Scott  having  occasionally  mentioned 
that  Sir  William  Blackstone  composed  his  Comr 
mentaries  with  a  bottle  of  port-wine  before  hiniy  Mr. 
Boswell  has  inserted  this  anecdote  in  his  new  Life  of 
Dr.  Johnson.  Sir  William  felt  concerned  at  the 
disclosure,  and  wrote  to  his  family  to  apologize.  He 
was  sorry  that  Mr.  Boswell  had  inserted  it  without 
apprising  him,  as  from  the  words  employed  it  might 
he  inferred  that  Sir  William  Blackstone  was  a 
drunkard,  which  was  by  no  means  the  case. 

The  fact,  as  Sir  W.  Scott  observed,  was,  that  Black- 
stone was  of  a  languid,  phlegmatick  constitution,  in 
consequence  of  which  he  required  a  cheerful  glass  of 
wine  to  rouse  and  animate  him ;  and  after  he  returned 
from  college  in  the  evening  to  his  chamber,  had  some 
wine  frequently  left  in  the  room  while  writing,  in  order 
to  correct  or  prevent  the  depression  sometimes  atten- 
dant on  close  study.  That  he  did  not  use  it  to  excess 
the  Commentaries  themselves,  one  of  the  most  metho- 
dical, perspicuous,  and  elegant  books  in  oiur  language, 
clearly  show.  The  late  Dr.  Lowth,  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, in  this  respect  resembled  Blackstone,  being  very 
indolent,  taking  little  exercise,  and  eating  heartily ; 
in  consequence  of  which  he  generally  drank  what  is 
called  a  cheerful  glass  of  wine. 


Thomson,  the  poet,  was  so  extremely  indolent, 
that  half  his  mornings  were  spent  in  bed.  Dr.  Bumey 
having  called  on  him  one  day  at  two  o'clock,  expressed 
surprise  at  finding  him  still  there,  and  asked  how  he 
came  to  lie  so  long  ? — ^^  Ecod,  mon,  because  I  had  no 
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mai-iive*  to  rise,'   ms  his  s(^  aaswer.      (Fran 
Dr.  Barner.) 

The  Ute  Lord  Chesterfield's  boru  mots  «ot«  all 
studied.  Dr.  Warren,  who  attended  him  for  some 
months  before  his  death,  told  me  that  he  had  always 
one  ready  for  him  each  visit,  hut  nevra'  ga.Te  him  a 
secoiid  on  the  same  day. 


The  late  Dachess  of  N was  very  large  and  fat, 

had  good  sense,  hut  was  not  very  refined  or  delicate 
in   her  expressions,  nor  much   addicted   to  reading. 

At  one  of  the  great  assemblies  in  N House,  Lady 

Talbot,  a  very  slight,  delicate  woman  who  a^cted 
literature,  happening  to  stand  near  a  door  where 
there  was  a  great  throng,  exclaimed,  "  Good  Lord, 
this  is  as  difficult  a  pass  as  the  Straits  of  Thermo- 
pylse ! "  "I  don't  know  what  street  you  mean,* 
replied  the  duchees,  "but  I  am  afraid  I  shall  never 

get   my  through   it."      The   consternation  of 

the  learned  lady  may  be  easily  conceived. — (From 
Mr.  Burke.) 


It  happens  sometimes  to  celebrated  wit«  by  too 
great  an  effort  to  render  a  day  from  which  much  was 
expected  quite  abortive.  Not  long  before  Garrick's 
death,  he  invited  Charles  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Gib- 
bon, Mr.  Sheridan,  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  Mr.  Beau- 
clerc,  and  some  others  to  dine  at  Hampton.  Soon 
after  dinner  he  began  to  read  a  copy  of  verses, 
written  by  himself  on  some  of  the  most  celebrated 
*  So  our  Scottish  bretbren  proaouocc  the  woid  moHve. 
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men  of  the  time,  including  two  or  three  of  those  who 
were  present.  They  were  not  very  well  satisfied  with 
their  characters,  and  still  less  when  describing  Lord 
Thurlow,  who  was  not  present,  he  introduced  the 
words  " superior  parts'^  Mr.  Burke,  speaking  of  his 
own  character,  said  afterwards  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
that  he  was  almost  ready  to  have  spat  in  his  face. 

Garrick,  finding  the  company  uncommonly  grave, 
in  consequence  of  his  unlucky  verses,  before  they  had 
drunk  half  a  dozen  glasses  of  wine  proposed  to 
adjourn  to  his  lawn,  where  they  would  find  some 
amusement.  When  there,  the  whole  amusement  con- 
sisted in  an  old  man  and  a  young  one  running  back- 
wards and  forwards  between  two  baskets  filled  with 
stones,  and  whoever  emptied  his  basket  first  was  to 
be  the  victor.  Garrick  expected  that  his  guests 
would  have  been  interested  and  have  betted  on  the 
runners ;  but  between  ill-humour  with  his  verses  and 
being  dragged  from  table  the  instant  dinner  had  been 
finished,  no  interest  whatever  was  expressed  in  what, 
from  the  anticipations  of  their,  host,  so  much  had 
been  expected.  All  was  cold  and  spiritless — one  of 
the  most  vapid  days  they  had  ever  spent.  If  Garrick 
had  not  laid  these  plots  for  merriment,  but  let  conver- 
sation taken  its  common  course,  all  would  have  gone 
well.  Such  men  as  I  have  mentioned  could  not  have 
passed  a  dull  day. — (From  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.) 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  remembers  Quin  in  Falstaff^ 
and  also  remembers  being  exceedingly  disappointed 
by  him  in  that  character.  Some  of  the  graver  part 
of  the  character  he  did  well,  but  had  none  of  the 
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natural  festivity  of  Falstaff,  and  in  all  the  gayet  pftft 
was  very  inefficient. 

From  a  slight  specimen  which  Gaitick  gave  of 
Falstaff  when  the  Jubilee  was  represented  at  Dmry 
Lane,  Sir  Joshua  thinks  he  would  have  played  it 
inimitably  well,  could  he  have  sustained  the  continued 
effort  during  the  whole  part  necessary  for  assuming 
the  voice  of  a  very  fat  man,  &c.  He  had  often 
thoughts  of  playing  that  character. 


It  has  long  been  a  question  who  was  the  author 
of  the  letters  which  appeared  under  the  signature  of 
Junius  in  1769  and  1770.  Many  have  ascribed  them 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Gerard  Hamilton,  who  is  certainly 
capable  of  having  written  them,  but  his  style  is  Very 
different.  He  would  have  had  still  more  point  than 
they  exhibit,  and  certainly  more  Johnsonian  energy.* 

Besides,  he  has  all  his  life  been  distinguished  for 
political  timidity  and  indecision.  Neither  would  he, 
even  under  a  mask,  have  entered  into  such  decided 
warfare  with  many  persons  whom  it  might  be  neces- 
sary afterwards  to  have  as  colleagues.  What  is  still 
more  decisive,  he  could  not  have  divested  himself  of 
the  apprehension  of  a  discovery,  having  long  accus- 
tomed his  mind  to  too  refined  a  policy,  and  being 
very  apt  to  suppose  that  many  things  are  brought 
about  by  scheme  and  machination  which  are  merely 
the  offspring  of  chance.  He  would  have  suspected 
that  even  the  penny  post  could  not  be  safe ;  and  that 

*  See  the  answer  which  he  wrote  (with  some  aid  from  Mr.  Burke) 
for  Lord  Halifax,  when  as  Lord-Lietitenant  of  Ireland,  he  revised  aii 
addition  of  4,000/.  a  year  to  his  salary.  Gent,  Mag.  1762,  p.  133 — also 
p.  224— 3f. 
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Sir  W.  Draper  or  any  other  antagonist  would  have 
managed  so  as  to  command  every  one  of  those  offices 
within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

Many  have  supposed  Junius  to  have  been  written 
by  Mn  Hamilton's  old  friend,  the  well-known  and 
deservedly  celebrated  Edmund  Burke.  Dr.  Johnson 
being  once  asked  whether  he  thought  Burke  capable 
of  writing  Junius^  said  he  thought  him  fully  equal  to 
it;  but  that  he  did  not  believe  him  the  author  be- 
cause he  himself  had  told  him  so ;  and  he  did  not 
believe  he  would  deliberately  assert  a  falsehood. 

Mr.  Burke  however,  it  is  extremely  probable, 
had  a  considerable  share  in  the  production  of  those 
papers  in  furnishing  materials,  suggesting  hints,  con- 
structing and  amending  sentences,  &c.  &c.  He  has 
acknowledged  to  Sir  Joshua  Heynolds  that  he  knew 
the  author.  Sir  Joshua  with  very  great  probability 
thinks  that  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Dyer  was  the  author, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  by  Mr.  William  Burke, 
his  cousin,  now  in  India.  Of  Mr.  Dyer,  a  long  cha- 
racter may  be  found  in  Sir  John  Hawkins'  Life  of 
Dr.  Johnson  (pp.  222-231,  1st  ed.),  greatly  over- 
charged and  discoloured  by  the  malignant  prejudices 
of  that  shallow  writer,  who  having  quarrelled  with 
Mr.  Burke  (who  in  p.  231  is  darkly  alluded  to,  to- 
gether with  his  cousin,  under  the  words,  "  Some 
persons  of  desperate  fortunes"),  carried  his  enmity 
even  to  Mr.  Burke's  friends. 

Mr.  Dyer  was  a  man  of  uncommon  understanding 
and  attainments,  but  so  modest  and  reserved,  that  he 
frequently  sat  silent  in  company  for  an  hour,  and 
seldom  spoke  unless  appealed  to;  in  which  case  he 
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generally  showed  himself  most  intimately  acquainted 
with  whatever  happened  to  be  the  subject.  Gold- 
smith the  poet)  who  used  to  rattle  away  upon  a// 
subjects,  had  been  talking  somewhat  loosely  relative 
to  musick.  Some  one  of  the  Literary  Club  (for  this 
happened  before  I  was  a  member)  wished  for  Mr. 
Dyer's  opinion,  which  he  gave  with  his  usual  strength 
and  accuracy.  "  Why,**  says  Goldsmith  (turning 
round  to  Dyer,  whom  he  had  scarcely  noticed  before), 
"  you  seem  to  know  a  good  deal  of  this  matter.**  "  If 
I  had  not,"  replied  Dyer,  "  I  should  not,  in  this  com- 
pany, have  said  a  word  upon  the  subject.** 

Mr.  Dyer  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  our 
club  about  the  year  1762,  when  it  only  met  once  a 
week  on  Friday  evening,  and  then  it  was,  I  believe, 
that  Mr.  Burke's  acquaintance  with  him  commenced 
— an  acquaintance  which  afterwards  grew  up  into  the 
strictest  intimacy. 

Mr.  Dyer,  by  the  favour  of  M.  Chamier  of  the 
Treasury,  got  the  place  of  commissary,  or  other  oflSce 
connected  with  the  army;  and  it  is  observable  that 
Junius  in  his  second  letter  displays  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  then  state  of  that  department. 
It  is  also  observable  that  there  are  one  or  two  Galli- 
cisms in  Junius^  that  the  author  was  apparently  much 
used  to  French  reading,  for  when  he  has  occasion  to 
divide  his  paragraphs  numerically,  he  adopts  the 
French  mode  P.  2°.,  &c.,  of  which  I  have  never  met 
with  an  instance  in  any  other  English  writer.  Dyer 
was  two  years  abroad ;  was  a  complete  master  of 
French  and  Italian ;  and  one  of  his  first  literarv 
attempts  was  the  translation  of  Los  McRiirs^  of  which 
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however  he  performed  but  a  part  from  dislike  to  its 
drudgery.  It  has  long  been  supposed  that  the  author 
of  Junius  died  soon  after  the  papers  were  discon- 
tinued. The  first  letter  of  Junius  is  dated  "21st 
Jan.  1769,"  and  the  last  *'21st  Jan.  1771."  Dyer 
died  Sept.  15th,  1772.  Immediately  after  his  death, 
Mr.  William  Burke  went  to  his  lodgings,  and  cut 
many  of  his  papers  into  very  minute  fragments,  there 
being  no  fire  then  to  destroy  them.  Sir  J.  Reynolds 
saw  these  broken  papers  strewed  all  over  the  room. 

The  hypothesis  dow  stated  explains  many  circum- 
stances  which  have  puzzled  all  the  conjecturers  on 
this  subject.  It  accounts  for  the  accurate  and  quick 
intelligence  which  is  exhibited  in  these  letters  shortly 
after  the  event,  or  negotiation,  or  whatever  else  is  the 
subject  of  discussion.  From  this  some  have  argued 
that  the  author  must  either  have  been  closely  con- 
nected with  those  in  immediate  opposition  to  Govern- 
ment, or  have  been  himself  one  of  the  opposers ;  for 
Dyer  lived  in  such  intimacy  with  Burke,  that  from 
him  he  could  learn  everything  that  was  going  on,  or 
even  meditated.  It  accounts  also  for  the  novelty  of  the 
style.  It  is  not  likely  that  Mr.  Burke,  though  he  could 
easily  imitate  any  known  style,  should  have  originally 
struck  out  a  new  one  for  these  letters,  so  totally  dif- 
fering from  his  own.  He  might  however  in  cor- 
rections and  intercalations  have  adopted  the  style  of 
his  friend ;  and  now  and  then  there  certainly  may  be 
found  passages  extremely  Burkish. 

It  accounts  also  for  the  minute  knowledge  which 
Junius  shows  of  Irish  matters  and  phraseology,  and 
particularly  for  the  passage  in  his  fourth  letter  (the 
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If  M  lar  •j&»AiTiii£  ji  h^  slxbl.     i.  mr^cuIaiiY  ^^^i^ 

~D  iLsr  tbbBi£^  TTiisv^  'IK  ^"ws^  It  txfa&aoL  is  sud  to 

j^Ti^  ir^iBr  in^riiga  :sm:3  ir  :iiis  ■a;£7w  of  tLe  ludiac, 

BUI  ST  .sta%  <«rdi!U.  oi  ^r^v :  ^nii  -jxuidiier  where  die 

iOLTumfncu.    "in  :&  iBsminnfiL.     iz  may  itare  gi^en 

nr^JTn   uai  t(  rile  •  "/itf    iT  ^or  -vmra  JunnB  ao  ofien 

dan]i^[r?     T^iaisiii>  irmnc  jmi  ml  appiied.  bn  not 

ii.  ¥1^?  ■:»*r»rcir  Ai»imL     In  is  3iit  lae  law  of  a  prac* 

zi^s^r.  liiz  A    Hit  Tiu  liiLi  "s'Tif  in  luissiiarable  $u»es 

*c  jd^TLi.  nil  :  iLsie nnumil  fUiwLtiC^.  bai  never  ibi* 

Ji'F'?-!  lie  -ir  fe«r?i:cL    Tifs  wa&  ureciscfT  Mr.  Bmrkes 

!a:^ :    mil  irtr^^krHj  viLue^er  Legal  knowledge  Mr. 

l>r^r  -iHsafissifti  3i-iSu  ia^i*  *3eHi  of  diia  kind. 

Mr-  Dj-jr  jars' A'rft:  two  of  Piu^arch't  Lire^  for 
tii^  -^liirl^ic  zrii-ai  b^  T.:tt5*Hi  in  175S,  iVrirfc*  and 
lMrrii^tr\>Li^  ^lA  reriaed  ihe  whole  work.  The  former 
w:^:ch  I  u«e  la:ely  read  with  a  new  of  comparison, 
\a  a/Ioiirablj  executed;  bat  in  a  translation,  an 
author.^  own  manner  is  less  discernible.  He  also,  as 
has  been  said,  translated  part  of  Le^  Mieurs.  I 
know  not  whether  he  ever  published  anything  original 
but  rhmius^  if  that  be  his,  as  from  all  these  concur- 
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ring  circumstances  is  in  the  highest  degree  prohable. 
J  think  there  appears  in  Junius  something  of  a  per- 
sonal enmity  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  quite  distinct 
from  any  consideration  of  his  political  character.  I  re- 
member when  I  first  read  these  letters  that  it  occurred 
to  me  as  probable  that  the  author  was  connected  with 
some  woman  who  had  been  ill-treated  by  the  duke. 
Mr.  Dyer,  if  Sir  John  Hawkins  is  to  be  trusted,  was 
sufficiently  likely  to  have  been  connected  with  such  a 
woman ;  and  at  some  future  time  perhaps  this  circum- 
stance may  be  discovered,  and  furnish  an  additional 
proof  to  the  many  here  collected  on  this  subject. 

Sir  J.  Reynolds  painted  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Dyer, 
which  is  now  in  Mr.  Burke's  possession.  There  is  a 
mezzotinto  from  it,  which  has  been  copied  for  the  Lives 
of  the  Poets  by  mistake,  as  if  it  were  the  portrait 
of  John  Dyer,  author  of  a  poem  called  the  Fleece.* 


*  In  the  numberless  discussions  about  Junius^  many  of  the  surmises 
here  thrown  out  by  Malone  will  be  familiar  to  the  reader,  though  their 
source  is  now  first  made  public,  lliey  had  stolen  forth  unappropriated ; 
but  the  majority  were  made  known  to  me  for  the  second  edition  of  the 
Life  of  Burke,  vol.  i.  pp.  186-198.  A  strong  impression  then  prevailed  in 
the  family  of  Burke  that  he  was  more  or  less  concerned  in  the  author- 
ship, and  I  thought  it  proper  to  state  in  detail  all  that  they  knew  bearing 
upon  the  subject.  More  recent  circumstances  have  dispelled  this  impres- 
sion— none  more  perhaps  than  by  the  recently  printed  letters  addressed 
by  Junius  to  Mr.  Grenvillc,  noticed  in  my  fifth  edition  of  Burke's  Life, 
These  clearly  evince  that  the  writer  could  not  be  Burke.  Neither 
would  he  probably  countenance  anything  bearing  so  severely  upon  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  who  while  a  minister  exhibited  kindly  feeling,  and 
recommended  him  strongly  to  office  under  Lord  Chatham,  *^a8  the 
readiest  man  upon  all  points  in  the  House.'* 

In  the  alleged  avowal  of  knowledge  of  the  author  by  Burke  to  Sir 
Joshua,  there  is  probably  some  misapprehension.  All  the  parties  save 
Dyer  were  alive  (1791)  when  Malone  wrote  his  notes;  and  he  does  not 
ezpreisly  say  that  Reynolds  made  him  any  such  communication.  Who 
it  was  made  to,  if  ever  made,  docs  not  appear.    Malone  enjoyed  his 
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iKpeflC  :niix!fti*3rs  loii  -accsiL  m  irmir  jiT  waidL  ^ 

inMT .  ind  ^wTEiiTi-  if  he  -f»»»r  ^ui^jarr 

vie  X  -r  ^iiifi  'lA-rt  >=e3.  :ii 

?'*sr«7 — lad  S'r  ?^i£Ip  FnacB  xmr  ^cH  jCmi  inc  oi  ^e  Ck  of  cas- 

f^jfjfMr  f  seirU.  Sk-iiriei  Djer.  Edq^  Feflow  ct  the  Boril  SocKly.  He 
-»M  4  »^iaa  of  fCiiiir^riiui  ftad  scxKni  erodicioa:  and  Im  i^gnty  aid 
jfui;rrMrtt  retrt  fullj  equal  to  the  extent  ol*  his  karning.  Hk  mind  vai 
eaf»#)Wl.  tfft^atr^.  ami  benevolent,  hif  friendship  dkintereiCcd  and  OMller^ 
nUUr.  'I  >»e  mode«tTf  nmplicity.  and  fweetnes  of  his  !■>■■■■■*■  t  leudeied 
hi*  t/inv«;r%ation  m  amiable  a§  it  waf  iostmctiTe ;  and  endeared  him  to 
^h'm*  Urff  who  hv]  t)ie  happineM  of  knowing  intimatelT  that  rafaiable 
mtm)  tifi/iM<rritatiou«  man,  and  his  death  is  to  them  a  Ion  iireparahle* 
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deal  of  conversation  with  him  relative  to  Mr.  Dyer. 
He  said  that  they  all  at  the  Cluh  had  such  a  high 
opinion  of  his  knowledge  and  respect  for  his  judg- 
ment as  to  appeal  to  him  constantly,  and  that  his 
sentence  was  final.  At  the  same  time  he  was  so 
modest  and  unassuming  that  everybody  loved  as  well 
as  respected  him.  His  manner  was  uncommonly 
happy.  With  respect  to  Sir  John  Hawkins'  charac- 
ter of  him,  that  it  was  on  the  whole  a  gross  misre- 
presentation. 

The  bishop  concurred  with  every  other  person  I 
have  heard  speak  of  Hawkins,  in  saying  that  he  was  a 
most  detestable  fellow.  He  was  the  son  of  a  carpen- 
ter, and  set  out  in  life  in  the  verv  lowest  line  of  the 
law.  Dyer  knew  him  well  at  one  time,  and  the 
bishop  heard  him  give  a  character  of  Hawkins  once 
that  painted  him  in  the  blackest  colours ;  though 
Dyer  was  by  no  means  apt  to  deal  in  such  portraits. 
Dyer  said  he  was  a  man  of  the  most  mischievous,  un- 
charitable, and  malignant  disposition,  and  that  he 
knew  instances  of  his  setting  a  husband  against  a 
wife,  and  a  brother  against  a  brother;  fomenting 
their  animosity  by  anonymous  letters.  With  respect 
to  what  Sir  J.  Hawkins  has  thrown  in  that  he  loved 
Dyer  ds  a  brother ^  this  the  bishop  said  was  inserted 
from  malignancy  and  art,  to  make  the  world  suppose 
that  nothing  but  the  gross  vices  of  Dyer  could  have 
extorted  such  a  character  from  him ;  while  in  truth 
Dyer  was  so  amiable  that  he  never  could  possibly  have 
lived  in  any  great  degree  of  intimacy  with  the  other 
at  any  period  of  his  life.  After  Dyer's  death,  Mr. 
Burke  wrote  a  character  of  him,  which  was  inserted 


r^  ^  ■"-■"gr^x^ 


iroL  ^r  r  Zif?T&iJi&  Tfisz!^  II   Kcx  H&nizB  and 

jmtsL  i:H3LL    mc^isr'L  241x1:1^^  vas  >:4  oolr 

risJiTinfifgr,     _L±c!r  :ai*    rrarir    if:   Tr.  JitraaKiey  far  tf 
niii    IT   XL»    f!^f isnir*   jmL  zuhL   z£  z^   va^cb  and 

a.  "^TTT^  t7..  nan!'!!  IK  sui  he  ihoold 


:aii^  31  TTTif,.aMr  liT  xii  ^riaaiif — 4  jnKiir  IHeral  cdd- 


n:  :ue  nat    ir  jcm.  txsli  js  exjecsDor  may 

TitaUia.  Qii  Scr  ^ji^  Sr-r-n.  liie  oiber  exeentorE, 
ji!Tn:nffrT2gti  itpzuni  T-rk.  isii  wizh  freau  difficulty 
"tfikptii74^'C  TTTT  *:  xifr^  Tj  ibt  iraxclu  which  Dr. 
7:*>^s:Li"r  iifT-TTsn.  YnziTj^  Buoer.  dl>w  has ;  but  the 
I'lLZi^  i^i  iji  Tuii:x$  :c  2»:aej  ibey  could  neTer  get. 

Hx  liiiT-jiir  a*£ij*i  LiL  4  £"-:  Id-beaded  cane  which 
2»:<sir  :or  -ti  IT  Ki^^iic!.!  Icf:  :ti  Dr.  Johnson s  house 
j^vTii-:^*  TO  ri*  ir4:h-  TheT  in  vain  urged  that 
Fraacis  La.i  ^  ri^h:  ::•  this  till  an  owner  appeared, 
a::d  sbo-ld  h'xd  ::  iV/  ufum  ins  habentes.  He  would 
jyA  T^X'JTt  i: :  and  hi>  house  being  soon  afterwards 
consumed  bv  fire,  he  said  it  was  there  burnt.  The 
execrutor?  had  several  meetings  relative  to  the  busi- 
ness of  their  trust.  Sir  John  Hawkins  was  paltry 
enough  to  bring  them  in  a  bill,  charging  his  coach  hire 
for  even-  time  thev  met.  With  all  this  meanness,  if 
not  dishonesty,  he  was  a  regular  churchman,  assuming 
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the  character  of  a  most  rigid  and  sanctimonious  cen- 
surer  of  the  lightest  foihles  of  others.  He  never  lived 
in  any  real  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson,  who  never 
opened  his  heart  to  him,  or  had  in  fact  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  character. 


If  the  person  who  erects  his  own  monument  has 
any  vulnerable  point  of  character,  the  experiment  is  a 
dangerous  one.  The  following  epitaph,  affixed  about 
thirty  years  ago  on  a  tomb  which  Dr.  Cox,  Arch- 
bishop of  Cashell,  in  Ireland  (second  son  of  Lord 
Chancellor  Cox,  the  historian),  had  erected  in  his 
lifetime  to  his  wife,  leaving  a  vacant  space  for  an 
inscription  on  himself,  may  serve  as  a  caution  against 
challenging  in  this  manner  the  pen  of  the  satirist : — 

Vainest  of  mortals,  hadst  thou  sense  or  grace, 
Thou  ne*er  hadst  left  this  ostentatious  space, 
Nor  given  thine  enemies  such  ample  room, 
To  teU  posterity  upon  thy  tomb, 
A  truth  by  firiends  and  foes  alike  confessed, 
That  by  this  blank  thy  life  is  best  expressed. 


Mr.  Gilbert  Cooper  was  the  last  of  the  benevolists^ 
or  sentimentalists,  who  were  much  in  vogue  between 
1750  and  1760,  and  dealt  in  general  admiration 
of  virtue.  They  were  all  tenderness  in  words  ;  their 
finer  feelings  evaporated  in  the  moment  of  expression, 
for  they  had  no  connection  with  their  practice.  He 
was  the  person  whom,  when  lamenting  most  pite- 
ously  that  his  son  then  absent  might  be  ill  or  even 
dead,  Mr.  Fitzherbert  so  grievously  disconcerted  bv 
saying,  in  a  growling  tone,  ^^  Can't  you  take  a  post 
chaise,  and  go   and   see  him?"     Mr.  Boswell  has 
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recorded  this  anecdote,  but  did  not  know  the  name 
of  the  complainer.  He  was  much  in  the  world  then, 
and  used  to  depreciate  Johnson  as  much  as  he  could, 
by  terming  him  ^^  Nothing  more  than  a  lUeraty 
Caliban.''  "  Well  then,**  said  Johnson,  when  this 
was  told  him,  ^^you  must  allow  that  he  is  the 
Punchinello  of  literature.** 

Cooper  was  round  and  fat.  He  was,  as  Mr. 
Burke,  who  knew  him  well,  told  me,  a  master  of 
French  and  Italian,  well  acquainted  with  the  English 
poets,  and  a  good  classical  scholar;  hut  an  insuf- 
ferable coxcomb.  Dr.  Warton  one  day,  when  dining 
with  Johnson  and  Burke,  urged  these  circumstances 
in  his  favour :  "  He  was  at  least  very  well-informed, 
and  a  good  scholar.**  "  Yes,**  said  Johnson,  "  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  he  has  good  materials  for  playing 
the  fool ;  and  he  makes  abundant  use  of  them." 


The  history  of  the  Duke  of  Portland*s  house  at 
Bulstrode,  near  which  I  now  write,  is  singular.  It 
was  built  by  Praise  Ood  Barebones^  for  a  gentleman 
of  the  name  of  Bulstrode.  It  was  then  purchased 
by  the  infamous  Chancellor  Jeffries,  who  used  to 
hold  his  seal  in  the  great  hall,  and  made  the  equity 
lawyers  at  the  end  of  the  term  come  down  twenty 
miles  to  attend  him  there.  From  his  son,  Lord 
Jeffries,  it  was  purchased  by  King  William*s  favourite, 
the  Earl  of  Portland. 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  once  saw  Pope.  It  was 
about  the  year  1740,  at  an  auction  of  books  or 
pictures.      He   remembers    that   there   was    a    lane 
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formed  to  let  him  pass  freely  through  the  assemblage, 
and  he  proceeded  along  bowing  to  those  who  were 
on  each  side.  He  was,  according  to  Sir  Joshua's 
account,  about  four  feet  six  high ;  very  humpbacked 
and  deformed;  he  wore  a  black  coat;  and  accord- 
ing to  the  fashion  of  that  time,  had  on  a  little  sword. 
Sir  Joshua  adds  that  he  had  a  large  and  very  fine 
eye,  and  a  long  handsome  nose ;  his  mouth  had  those 
peculiar  marks  which  always  are  found  in  the  mouths 
of  crooked  persons ;  and  the  muscles  which  run 
across  the  cheek  were  so  strongly  marked  as  to 
appear  like  small  cords.  Boubilliac,  the  statuary, 
who  made  a  bust  of  him  from  life,  observed  that 
his  countenance  was  that  of  a  person  who  had  been 
much  afflicted  with  headache,  and  he  should  have 
known  the  fact  from  the  contracted  appearance  of 
the  skin  between  his  eyebrows,  though  he  had  not 
been  otherwise  apprised  of  it.  This  bust  of  Boubil- 
liac is  now  (1791)  in  possession  of  Mr.  Bindley,  Com- 
missioner of  Stamps. 


Speaking  of  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  on  whom  the 
conversation*  turned  last  night  when  we  had  done 
with  Pope,  Sir  Joshua  observed  that  he  painted  so 
very  carelessly  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  that 
his  pictures  done  at  that  time  were  wretched  in  the 
extreme.  On  the  contrary,  several  of  his  early  pic- 
tures were  equal  to  the  best  of  Vandyck. — Nov.  1, 
1791.  

It  is  remarkable  that  of  twelve  passages  objected 
to  in  Spencer's  Essay  on  the  English  Odyssey^  two 
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only  are  found  in  those  books  which  were  tfanshted 
by  Pope. — (This  comes  from  Mr.  Langton,  who  had 
his  information  from  Mr.  Spence.) 

The  books  of  the  Odyssey  which  Pope  translated 
were  the  third,  fifth,  seventh,  ninth,  tenth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  fifteenth,  seventeenth,  twenty-first,  twenty- 
second,  and  twenty-fourth.  Fenton  translated  the 
first,  fourth,  nineteenth,  and  twentieth  books.  Broome 
the  second,  sixth,  eighth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  eigh- 
teenth, and  twenty-third. 


When  Spence  carried  his  preface  to  Gorhoduck^ 
which  I  think  was  published  in  1736,  to  Pope, 
he  asked  the  poet  his  opinion  of  it.  Pope  said,  "It 
would  do  very  well ;  there  was  nothing  pert  or  low 
ill  it."  *  Spence  was  satisfied  with  this  praise,  which 
however  was  an  implied  censure  on  his  other  writings, 
and  not  without  foundation  ;  for  in  his  Essay  on  the 
Odyssey  (the  only  piece  of  his  that  I  at  present 
recollect  to  have  read)  he  appears  very  fond  of  the 
familiar  vulgarisms  of  common  talk.  In  this  respect 
he  is  the  reverse  of  Johnson.  The  book  however 
is  not  without  merit.  Mr.  Cambridge,  who  is  now 
above  seventy  and  was  acquainted  with  Spence,  says 
he  was  a  poor  creature  though  a  very  worthy  man. 


The   late   Dr.  informed   Dr.  Warton   that 

when  Warburton  resided  at  Newark,  he  and  several 
others  held  a  club,  where  Warburton  used  to  produce 
and  read  weekly  essays  in  refutation  of  Pope's  Essay 
on  Man.     This  poem  he  afterwards  found  it  conve- 

*  From  Mr.  Langion. 
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probably  not  have  been  deprived  of  this  most  amiable 
and  accomplished  man  for  some  years. 

At  length,  about  a  fortnight  before  his  death, 
this  consultation  was  called,  and  then  the  two  phy- 
sicians who  had  uniformly  declared  that  he  had  no 
particular  or  specific  ailment,  concurred  with  Dr. 
Heberben  and  Dr.  Carmichael  Smith  in  saying  that 
his  liver  was  affected.  Soon  afterward  when  almost 
in  the  languor  of  death,  mercury  was  applied  in  vain. 

Though  during  his  whole  illness  from  December 
to  23rd  February,  he  felt  and  therefore  thought  that 
his  malady  was  mortal,  he  submitted  to  the  Divine 
will  with  perfect  resignation,  at  the  same  time  follow- 
ing the  prescriptions  of  his  physicians,  though  with 
little  or  no  hope  of  their  being  useful.  He  died  with 
very  little  pain. 

From  the  time  of  our  being  first  acquainted,  he 
always  showed  me  great  kindness  and  partiaUty. 
Beside  our  usual  and  very  frequent  intercourse  during 
the  winter,  we  were  drawn  for  several  years  past  still 
more  near  to  each  other  in  the  summer,  the  greater 
part  of  which  we  both  passed  in  London,  my  late 
edition  of  Shakspeare,  on  which  I  was  employed  from 
1784  to  1791  (I  mean  in  the  business  of  the  printing 
house),  not  permitting  me  to  be  long  absent  from 
town.  He  was  as  fond  of  London  as  Dr.  Johnson ; 
always  maintaining  that  it  was  the  only  place  in 
England  where  a  pleasant  society  might  be  found ; 
and  no  one  I  believe  ever  drew  together  a  more 
pleasant  and  distinguished  society  than  he  did. 

I  remember  one  day  to  have  sat  down  with  fifteen 
persons  at  his  table,  the  greater  part  of  whom  had 

F    F 
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made  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  world.  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Gibbon,  two  Wartons,  Sir  William  Scott,  Mr. 
Erskine,  &c.  &c.  He  was  the  original  founder  of 
our  Literary  Club  about  the  year  1762,  the  first 
thought  of  which  he  started  to  Dr.  Johnson  at 
his  own  fireside.  His  having  made  me  an  executor 
to  his  will  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr. 
Metcalf  (with  the  former  of  whom  he  had  lived  in 
great  intimacy  for  thirty-four  years,  and  with  the 
latter  for  thirty-eight  years),  I  consider  as  a  very 
great  honour,  and  hope  my  children  if  I  should  have 
any,  will  carefully  preserve  that  memorial  of  his 
friendship  which  he  has  bequeathed  me.* 

He  took  very  particular  pains  in  drawing  my  pic- 
ture.f  I  think  I  did  not  in  the  whole  sit  for  it  less 
than  twelve  or  fourteen  times.  He  painted  it  first 
in  the  year  1778,  when  I  sat  seven  or  eight  times. 
Again,  about  ten  years  afterwards,  he  repainted  it, 
making  several  alterations  in  the  hair,  drapery,  &c. 
The  last  three  pictures  which  he  painted  of  persons 
much  known,  were  those  of  our  common  friend  Mr. 
Windham,  of  Fclbrig,  in  Norfolk;  Mr.  Cholmon- 
deley.  Commissioner  of  Excise ;  and  Mr.  K,  B. 
Sheridan,  all  of  them  master-pieces  of  art.  J 

*  The  choice  of  one  of  his  pictures. 

f  Now  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Rooper — said  to  be 
a  good  likeness,  and  bearing  evidence  of  the  pains  bestowed  upon  it  An 
engraving  of  it  is  prefixed  to  this  Yolume. 

I  On  a  question  of  art,  I  find  the  following  note  among  Malone*s 
letters : — 

"  Deab  Sib, — I  always  thought  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  had  Paul  Veroneie 
in  view  when  he  painted  those  pictures  for  the  Dilletanti,  particularly  that 
next  the  door;  and  upon  applying  to  him  one  day  there  at  dixuMr,  he 
told  me  I  was  right. 
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On  the  Tuesday  after  his  death  our  cluh  hap- 
pened to  meet;  and  I  was  much  pleased  that  the 
members  present  unanimously  concurred  in  a  motion 
which  I  made,  that  a  marble  bust  or  portrait  of  our 
much*lamented  founder  should  be  procured  at  the 
expense  of  the  body  and  placed  in  our  club-room. 

His  will  was  made  on  the  5th  November,  1791> 
and  begins  with  this  melancholy  paragraph : — "  As  it 
is  probable  that  I  shall  soon  be  totally  deprived  of 
sight,  and  may  not  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
formal  will,  I  desire  that  the  following  memorandums 
may  be  considered  as  my  last  will  and  testament.** — 
Feb.  28,  1792- 
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[The  following  is  his  introduction  to  the  second 
part  of  these  Memoranda, .  for  the  shortness  of  which 
he  thus  accounts.  But,  added  to  its  brevity,  he  never 
resumed  the  work  with  the  same  spirit  as  at  first.] 

The  former  part  concluded  with  an  account  of  the 
death  of  my  poor  friend  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds,  which 
was  for  a  long  time  left  imperfect.  The  loss  of  that 
most  valuable  and  amiable  man  I  have  felt  almost 
every  day  since ;  and  being  unwilling  again  to  recur 
to  the  subject,  I  for  three  years  wholly  discontinued 

"  P.  Veronese  delighted  much  in  representing  his  figures  as  they  ap- 
pear in  the  open  air  or  under  the  slight  shade  of  an  open  portico  without 
any  forced  effect  of  light  and  shade,  such  as  (for  example)  Remhrandt 
Mmetimefl  used.     I  write  this  in  great  haste,  almost  too  late  for  dinner. 

"Ever  yours, 

** Sunday.  "St.  Beaumont.** 
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•MOiii  :aiLees  fmiL  -zuiat  '^"varif  mum  'whamt  I  eoD- 
T^ssfL  O^:  fiUDfr  Sir.  luwRsr.  I  s^^  sliort  notes 
m  JKIS&  icn3s  ic  loais'.  jbi&  ssiZI  beeza  this  ^Qlmiie 
wim  &  ■^'■"■■^"' *»^  ^i£  ^aajgig  I  cifiSKted  dmnjog  that 
wn»L  uf.  fr-:izL  F-scnss^  i?^  ao  Awmst  1795. 


Dr.  Iko^^ai^  Bisbip  <«f  SaSsbny,  uAA  me  that 
$:r7T  jem  a^:  be  va^  wqnuntod  with  t 
tbsL  ^vvry  oU.  who  is  tnvvOizv  in  die 
Apiecxxiaes  bad  ^ec  viih  a  rraied  Jesuit,  who  le- 
kiKiwledged  lais  alKwt  the  time  <^  Monmooth  s  re- 
beUSon  be  had  been  ann  into  Scotland,  where  be 
sss^HEied  tbe  disgniae  cf  a  Coc«vii2iiAfry  and  often 
{reached  to  ihe  pe^jple  in  fields^  &c.,  to  excite  them 
to  disiurb  the  Government. 

This  agrees  with  the  accoont  given  hv  Da  Moulin 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Jesuits  previous  to  the  murder 
of  Charles  the  First. — (See  Kennefi  Register.) 


Drvden  has  himself  told  us  that  he  was  of  a  srave 
cast  and  did  not  much  excel  in  sallies  of  humour. 
One  of  his  bon-moUj  however,  has  been  preserved. 
He  does  not  seem  to  have  lived  on  very  amicable 
terms  with  his  wife,  Lady  Elizabeth,  whom,  if  we 
may  believe  the  lampoons  of  the  time,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  one  of  her  brothers  to  marry.  Thinking 
herself  neglected  by  the  bard,  and  that  he  spent  too 
much  time  in  his  study,  she  one  day  exclaimed, 
"  Lord,  Mr.  Dryden,  how  can  you  be  always  poring 
over  those  musty  books  ?  I  wish  I  were  a  book,  and 
then  I  should  have  more  of  your  company.**     "  Prav, 
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my  dear,"  replied  old  John,  "if  you  do  become  a 
book  let  it  be  an  almanack,  for  then  I  shall  change 
you  every  year.'* — (  Mr.  Horace  Walpole. ) 

After  Pope  had  written  some  bitter  verses  on  Lady 
M.  W.  Montague,  he  told  a  friend  of  his  that  he 
should  soon  have  ample  revenge  upon  her,  for  that  he 
had  set  her  down  in  black  and  white,  and  should  soon 
publish  what  he  had  written.  "  Be  so  good  as  to  tell 
the  little  gentleman,"  was  the  reply,  "  that  I  am  not 
at  all  afraid  of  him ;  for  if  he  sets  me  down  in  black 
and  white,  as  he  calls  it,  most  assuredly  I  will  have 
him  set  down  in  black  and  blue.'' — (The  same.) 


The  line  in  the  Bathos^ 

and  bob  for  whales, 

was  taken  by  Pope  from  his  own  Alexander. — (The 
same,  from  Lord  Harvey.) 

The  imagery  in  the  Messiah  was  derived  from  an 
old  fabulous  story  relative  to  the  celebrated  cliff  at 
,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Wortley  Montague,  in  York- 
shire.— (The  same.) 


Patty  Blount  was  red-faced,  fat,  and  by  no  means 
pretty.  Mr.  Walpole  remembered  her  walking  to 
Mr.  Bethell's,  in  Arlington  Street,  after  Popes 
death,  with  her  petticoats  tucked  up  like  a  semp- 
stress.  She  was  the  decided  mistress  of  Pope,  yet 
visited  by  respectable  people. — (The  same.) 


Lord  Radnor,  who  lived  at  Twickenham,   and  is 
one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  to  Pope's  will,  was 


438  BULONIANA. 

kept  in  subjection  bj  the  Poet,  who  he  feared  would 
ridicule  hia  false  taste.  Pope  availed  himself  of  this, 
and  used  to  borrow  his  chariot  for  three  montiiB  at  a 
time. — (The  same.) 


Conyers  Middleton  wrote  a  Treatise  against  Prayer, 
which  he  showed  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  dissuaded 
him  from  publishing  it  as  it  would  set  all  the  clergy 
against  him.  On  this  ground  he  counselled  him  to 
destroy  the  manuscript,  but  seoretly  kept  a  copy 
which  is  probably  still  in  being. — (The  same,  from 
Mrs.  Middleton.)        

Coogreve's  Double  Dealer,  pays  Dryden  in  a  manu- 
script letter  to  Walsh,  is  much  censured  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  town,  and  is  defended  only  by  the  best 
judges,  who  you  know  are  commonly  the  fewest 
Yet  it  gains  ground  daily,  and  has  been  already  acted 
eight  times.  The  women  think  he  has  exposed  their 
bitchery,  and  the  gentlemen  are  oflfended  with  him 
for  the  discovery  of  their  follies,  and  the  way  of  their 
intrigue  under  the  notion  of  friendship  to  their  ladies' 
husbands. 

I  am  afraid  you  discover  not  your  own  opinion  con- 
cerning my  irregular  way  of  tragi-comedy  in  my 
dappia  favola.  I  will  never  defend  that  practice,  for 
I  know  it  distracts  the  bearers;  hut  I  know  withal 
that  it  has  hitherto  pleased  them  for  the  sake  of 
variety,  and  for  the  particular  taste  which  they  have  to 
low  comedy. — (MS.  Letters  from  Dryden  to  Walsh, 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Bromley,  of  Abberley  Park, 
near  Worcester.) 
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Richardsoiii  the  author  of  Clarissa,  had  been  a 
common  printer,  and  possessed  no  literature  whatever. 
He  was  very  silent  in  company,  and  so  vain  that 
he  never  enjoyed  any  subject  but  that  of  himself  or 
his  works.  He  once  asked  Douglas,  Bishop  of  Salis- 
bury, how  he  liked  Clarissa.  The  bishop  said  he 
could  never  get  beyond  the  Bailiff  scene.  The  author, 
thinking  this  a  condemnation  of  his  book,  looked 
grave ;  but  all  was  right  when  the  bishop  added,  it 
affected  him  so  much  that  he  was  drowned  in  tears, 
and  could  not  trust  himself  with  the  book  any  longer. 

Richardson  had  a  kind  of  club  of  women  about 
him — Mrs.  Carter,  Mrs.  Talbot,  &c. — who  looked 
up  to  him  as  to  a  superior  being ;  to  whom  he  dic- 
tated and  gave  laws ;  and  with  whom  he  lived  almost 
entirely.  To  acquire  a  facility  of  epistolary  writing 
he  would  on  every  trivial  occasion  write  notes  to 
his  daughters  even  when  they  were  in  the  same  house 
with  him. — (Bishop  Douglas  and  Dr.  Johnson.) 

The  paper  published  by  Dalrymple  in  his  appendix, 
p.  11,  p.  78,  and  ascribed  to  Lord  Nottingham,  is  not 
of  unquestionable  authority,  being  not  in  his  hand- 
writing.    Dr.   Percy   got   his   copy   from [not 

filled  up] .  

When  King  William  found  himself  much  pressed 
and  harassed  by  the  Whigs  who  had  put  him  on  the 
throne,  he  one  day  exclaimed  to  Lord  Wharton,  that 
after  all  the  Tories  were  the  only  true  supporters  of 
an  English  king.  "True,"  replied  Wharton,  "but 
please  your  Majesty,  you  should  recollect  that  you  are 
not  their  king.** — (Lord  Ossory.) 


JiDiUitry  i&  i:^.— Dr.  Dbv^  Bishop  of  Sdis- 
PiT'.  iiui  jae  xc  "dae  Cah  ebbs  tw«  dsTs  befwe  the 
iescn.  jf  ^^^iftsi  Anise,  isifr  Dskit  of  Mariborough 
r>-Gzr!i£tL  oi  ^^^^^f  wiszL  A  w«^  tt>  lake  nessoreslbr 
-tfCTn=iiir  ^^  sOixissua  :j  ^  PRtmder-king.  But 
1  T-^TTTirt*  Hsn^  aiszs  2  ^:^}ff^I^lTIlea^e  tbe  erent  that 
-rafr  "t^^'-v  :^:  sjiuf  ^tsftce  ewry  hovr,  all  the  Toriei 
7?r?  iismiiyHi:  oe  pnu^oiilj  ckoaged  his  plan,  lod 
-wboL  ~ift£  "iintretL  aJwoni  a>  be  a  fim  Whi^. 

Ehxria^  ruf  zrbaL  -k  Lo?d  Ox&rd  he  discovered  the 
'.eczr  =rmi  ^iie  Dui?  i?c  Mariboimigfa,  mentioDed 
=1.  7.  o*^!.  inii  aeni:  wurd  ci>  the  docheas  br  Lord 
DoTiin*  ir^erwaris  ELiri  oc  Kmnoal,  that  if  the  trial 
^enu  :ii  lais  jdc^dT  idc-oLd  cenainlj  be  prttduced.  A 
ci:iL«a!:i&doa  ^ra;^  ilea  heU  amoog  the  Whigs,  when 
h  vas  agreed  zzam  by  soeie  laeaiis  a  disagreement  be- 
^veen  uie  L«:rcs  and  ComoKHs  should  be  raised  so  as 
ro  gvn^  a  pr^teoce  tor  potting  an  end  to  the  trial. 
This  was  done  aceordinglr.  Lord  Bath,  who  was 
xhea  Mr.  Pulieoej,  :oId  the  Bbhop  of  Salisbury  that 
coc  above  three  or  ioar  of  the  Whigs  knew  the  secret ; 
while  the  others  were  at  a  logs  to  discover  the  true 
sources  of  mach  that  was  done  at  that  time. 


Swii't  made  several  observations  on  the  margin  of 
Burnett's  HUtcrif  of  his  Own  Time.  His  copy  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdown.  Lord 
Onslow  has  another  copy  filled  with  the  remarks  of 
his  father  the  Speaker.  Lord  Lansdown  has  had 
these  transcribed  into  his  own  copy,  he  lending  in 
return  his  MS.  to  Lord  Onslow  for  the  same  pur- 
pose.    The  Bishop  of  Salisbury  has  a  transcript  of 
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the  observations  of  Swift.     Thoy  arc  short,  ho  says, 
but  very  pointed  and  characteristick. 


Hawkes Worth,  the  writer,  was  introduced  by  Gar- 
rick  to  Lord  Sandwich,  who  thinking  to  put  a  few 
hundred  pounds  into  his  pocket,  appointed  him  to 
revise  and  publish  Cook's  Voyages.  He  scarcely  did 
anything  to  the  MSS.,  yet  sold  it  to  Cadell  and 
Strahan,  the  printer  and  bookseller,  for  6,000/.  Soon 
after  this  he  purchased  some  portion  of  India  stock  ; 
and  having  made  a  speech  or  two  at  the  India  House, 
was  much  feasted  by  the  directors,  &c. 

About  this  time  he  was  severely  attacked  in  the 
newspapers,  particularly  in  letters  signed  "  A  Chris- 
tian," for  certain  passages  in  the  Voyagfs,  from 
which  it  was  inferred  be  did  not  believe  in  a  Provi- 
dence. These  attacks  affected  him  so  much  that, 
from  low  spirits  he  was  seized  with  ii  nervous  fever, 
which  on  account  of  the  high  living  he  had  indulged 
in  had  the  more  power  on  him  ;  and  he  is  supposed  to 
have  put  an  end  to  his  life  by  intentionally  taking  an 
immoderate  dose  of  opium. — (From  the  Bishop  of 
Salisbury.     The  opinion  from  Dr.  Fordyce.) 

He  was  originally  a  watchmaker,  or  some  other 
mechanick  trade.  By  reading  Dr.  Johnson's  writings 
he  acquired  liis  style,  and  a  certain  moral  and  senti- 
mental air,  though  nothing  mortified  him  so  much  as 
to  suppose  that  he  was  an  imitator  of  Johnson.  He 
lived  much  with  him,  and  Johnson  was  fond  of  him, 
but  latterly  owned  that  Hawkesworth — who  had  set 
out  a  modest,  bumble  man — was  one  of  the  many 
whom  success    in    the    world  had  spoiled.     He  was 
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latterly,  as  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  told  me,  an  aflbcted 
insincere  man,  and  a  great  coxcomb  in  his  dress.  He 
had  no  literature  whatever  ;  and  was  so  ignorant  even 
of  English  histor}'  that,  when  he  was  employed  in 
publishing  three  volumes  of  Swift's  letters,  the  Bishop 
of  Salisbury  (as  he  told  me)  could  not  make  him 
comprehend  the  diflTerence  between  Lord  Oxford  and 
Lord  Orford. 

The  Marquis  of  Halifax  left  behind  him  very 
curious  memoirs  of  his  own  time.  He  kept  a  recris- 
ter  every  day  of  all  the  conversations  he  had  with 
Charles  H.  and  other  'persons.  The  loss,  therefore, 
of  this  work  by  one  who  appears  to  have  been  an 
accurate  observer  of  character  is  to  be  much 
lamented.  He  left  two  copies  of  it ;  one  of  them 
remained  in  the  hands  of  [blank],  by  whom  it  was 
destroyed ;  the  other  came  into  the  hands  of  Lady 
Burlington,  who  was  persuaded  by  Pope  to  destroy  it. 
—(From  Lord  Orford,  March  26th,  1793.) 


Sir  John  Germain  was  a  mere  soldier  of  fortune, 
who  came  to  England  from  the  Low  Countries,  and 
made  his  fortune  by  wives.  He  first  married  the 
Duchess  of  Norfolk,  and  after  her  death  (1705)  he 
married  the  celebrated  Lady  Betty  Berkeley,  sister 
of  Earl  Berkeley.  He  was  so  extremely  ignorant 
that  he  thought  St.  Matthew's  Gospel  was  written  by 
Sir  Matthew  Decker.  Lord  Orford  once  asked  Lady 
Viscountess  Fitzwilliam,  who  was  Sir  Matthews 
daughter,  whether  this  strange  story  was  true.  She 
was  a  very  cautious,  prudent  woman,  spoke  very  slow. 
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and  not  without  a  good  deal  of  deliberation.  She 
assured  him  it  was,  and  mentioned  as  a  confirmation 
of  it,  that  Sir  John  at  his  death  left  Sir  Matthew 
200/.  to  be  disposed  of  among  his  poor  countrj-men 
in  London,  having  the  greatest  confidence  in  his 
honest  execution  of  the  tniet,  aa  he  had  already  given 
the  world  such  a  proof  of  his  piety  in  having  written 
St.  Matthew's  Gospel.  Sir  John's  gross  ignorance 
in  this  respect,  though  almost  incredible,  is  confirmed 
by  what  happened  at  his  death.  Lady  Betty,  being  a 
very  pious  woman,  proposed  to  him  to  receive  the  Sa- 
crament. He  asked  wouUl  it  do  him  any  good?  She 
said  she  had  no  doubt  it  would.  Accordingly  it  was 
administered  to  him.  Shortly  afterwards  he  called  his 
wife  to  his  bedside,  and  said,  with  a  sighj  "  That  thing 
you  gave  me  has  done  me  no  good."  He,  poor  man, 
took  it  for  a  medicine. — (From  Lord  Orford ;  who 
had  the  last  particular  from  General  Fitzwilliam.) 

When  Mr.  Dowdeswell  was  made  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  about  176-'),  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Lyttleton,  who  had  possesaed  the  office  for  a  short 
time,  Bishop  AVarburton  observed  to  Mr.  Hawkins 
Browne,  that  there  was  a  curious  contrast  between 
tliese  Ministers.  "  The  one  just  turned  out,  Lord 
Lj^tleton,  never  in  his  life  could  learn  that  twp  and 
two  made  four ;  while  the  other  knew  nothing  else." 
This  bon-inot  has  been  given  to  others ;  but  Bishop 
Douglas  assured  us  he  knew  it  was  said  bv  Warbur- 
ton.  Lord  Lyttleton,  though  the  accounts  were  all 
written  down  in  words  instead  of  figures,  made  such 
a  miserable  figure  when  he  attempted,  on  the  usual 
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day,   to  represent  the   state  of  the   nation   and   to 

demand  a  supply,  that  all  his  friends  were  greatly 
distressed  for  him. 


It  was  said  of  the  late  Lord  Anson  that  he  never 
had  any  levees  because  he  knew  not  how  to  talk, 
nor  ever  answered  a  letter  because  he  scarcely  knew 
how  to  write.  This  gives  us  a  good  idea  of  this 
famous  navigator. 

When  the  late  Mr.  Pitt,  or  Alderman  Beckford, 
made  a  strong  attack  on  the  late  Sir  William  Baker, 
Alderman  of  London,  charging  him  with  having  made 
an  immense  sum  by  a  fraudulent  contract,  he  got 
up  very  quietly  and  gained  the  House  to  his  side 
by  this  short  reply :  "  The  honourable  gentleman  is 
a  great  orator,  and  has  made  a  long  and  serious 
charge  against  me.  I  am  no  orator,  and  therefore 
shall  only  answer  him  in  two  words — ^Prove  it." 
Having  thus  spoken  he  sat  down;  but  there  was 
something  in  the  manner  and  tone  that  satisfied  the 
House  the  charge  was  a  calumny. 

One  of  the  Townshend  family,  brother  I  believe 
to  the  present  marquis,  wrote  home  so  absurd  and 
inconsistent  an  account  of  an  action  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged,  that  on  his  own  letter  he  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  to  a  court-martial  for  ill  conduct.  He 
was  however  most  honourably  acquitted,  his  officers 
bearing  ample  testimony  to  his  cool  and  good  conduct, 
and  proving  that  his  pen  alone,  not  his  sword,  was  in 
fault  I 
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Bishop  Warburton  being  asked  by  a  friend  to 
what  profession  he  meant  to  breed  his  son,  who  died 
young— and  many  supposed  him  to  be  Mr.  Potter's 
son — said  it  should  be  as  he  turned  out.  If  he  found 
him  a  lad  of  very  good  parts,  he  should  make  him 
a  lawyer;  if  but  mediocre,  he  should  bring  him 
up  a  physician ;  but  if  he  proved  a  very  dull  fellow 
he  should  put  him  into  the  church. — (From  old  Lord 
Hilsborough,  who  knew  Warburton,  and  once  was 
intimate  with  Bishop  Hurd.) 


When  Bishop  Hurd  once  paid  a  visit  to  Bishop 
Warburton,  Mrs.  W.,  before  the  bishop  came  down, 
said  to  Hurd,  ^^  I  am  glad  you  are  come,  my  lord, 
to  pour  a  little  of  your  oil  into  the  bishop's  vine- 
gar."— (From  the  same,  October,  1808.) 


[Here  the  collection  expressly  termed  "Maloniana** 
ends.  But  several  memoranda  chiefly  on  similar  sub- 
jects, and  written  upon  loose  sheets  or  half-sheets  of 
paper,  were  found  among  his  remains.  Others  are 
scattered  in  various  volumes  among  collectors,  or 
found  in  the  Bodleian.  None  of  these  were  paged, 
or  regularly  strung  together.  Many  more  no  doubt 
have  been  lost  from  being  in  a  disconnected  state; 
or  destroyed  as  useless  from  not  having  passed  under 
regular  literary  examination  when  first  dislodged 
from  his  repositories. 

From  this  cause  a  few  of  the  remarks,  or  anec- 
dotes, may  have  escaped  into  print;  but  the  know- 
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ledge  nov  of  die  flooree  whence  thej  spring 
add  to  their  Tilne.] 

Swift,  like  some  other  poets — Cangrere,  Thomson, 
Goldsmith,  and  many  more,  read  his  own  pieces 
hadly.  His  defidencr  in  this  respect  is  ascertained 
from  the  testimony  of  George  Faulkner,  his  Dublin 
publisher,  who  in  a  note  to  the  Irish  edition  of  his 
works,  speaks  of  it  as  an  acknowledged  fact. 


Edmund  Spenser  appears  to  hare  been  bom  in 
15579  for  he  was  matriculated  at  Cambridge,  where 
be  became  a  member  of  Pembroke  Hall  in  May 
1569-  At  that  time  they  usually  went  to  the  Uni- 
versitT  at  twelve  vears  old.  William  Webbe,  in  his 
Discourse  of  English  Poefrie,  4to.,  1586,  mentions 
the  following  pieces  of  Spenser  as  being  then  in 
MS. — "His  Dreams,  his  Legends^  his  Court  of 
Cupidf  and  his  English  Poet." 


Mr.  Narcissus  Luttrell  had  formed  a  very  curious 
collection  of  ancient  English  poetry  in  twenty-four 
quarto  volumes,  distinguished  by  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet.  These  were  purchased  some  years  ago  by 
the  late  Dr.  Farmer,  for  twenty-four  guineas.  Being 
cut  up  and  sold  piecemeal,  they  produced  at  the  sale 
of  his  books  nearly,  I  believe,  200/.  They  contained 
about  three  hundred  articles.  Five  folio  volumes  of 
lampoons,  ballads,  and  occasional  pieces,  chiefly  ex- 
pressive of  the  opinions  of  the  day,  and  published 
between  the  Restoration  and  the  end  of  the  century, 
were  secured  by  Mr.  Bindley. 
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It  is  remarkable  that  some  of  the  worst  plays  in 
the  English  language  have  been  ornamented  with 
engravings.  A  few  years  after  the  appearance  of 
Settle's  tragedy  (Empress  of  MoroccOy  the  first  play 
that  was  ever  sold  for  two  shillings,  or  printed  with 
cuts),  Noah's  Ark,  an  opera,  was  embellished  with 
similar  decorations ;  and  in  the  following  century, 
Scanderbegy  a  tragedy,  was  recommended  to  the 
public  by  the  same  ornamental  appendages. 


It  is  a  singular  circumstance  that  in  writing  the 
elegy  on  the  Countess  of  Abingdon,  called  Eleonora^ 
Dryden  did  not  know  that  she  died  very  suddenly  at 
a  ball  in  her  own  house  in  the  midst  of  a  gay  assem- 
blage of  both  sexes  ;  a  fact  of  which,  had  he  been 
apprised,  he  would  not  have  neglected  to  avail  him- 
self. He  had  never  seen  the  lady;  and  wrote  the 
poem  at  the  solicitation  of  a  nobleman  with  whom  he 
was  not  personally  acquainted. 


A  long  note  is  given  to  Spenser  in  Winstanley^s 
notice  of  hira  (1687)  relative  to  his  death,  interment, 
and  tomb,  or  rather  supposed  tombs.  Camden, 
Fenton,  Charles  Fitz  Geoffry,  Sir  Aston  Cockaine, 
Sheppard  (in  his  Epigrams,  1651),  Warner,  and  Sir 
James  Ware,  are  quoted,  all  varying  in  their  testi- 
monies as  to  facts.  It  seems  there  was  no  tomb 
erected  for  above  twenty  years  after  his  death,  and 
then  by  the  Countess  of  Dorset.  Discrepancies  also 
existed  as  to  his  death,  some  makiug  it  1598,  some 
1599-     In  1802  Malone  discovered  the  truth  in  the 
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title-page  of  a  copy  "of  the  second  part  of  the  Faery 
Qtieen^  1596,  which  the  ancient  owner  appeared  to 
have  purchased  in  1598,  and  in  a  Latin  passage 
marks  his  death  Jan.  I6th,  1598. 


The  unmanly  revenge  of  Lord  Rochester  in  hiring 
three  ruffians  to  heat  Dryden  is  well  known.  ^*  Li  a 
newspaper  of  the  day,"  says  Malone,  is  the  following 
account  of  the  transaction  with  which  I  have  heen 
furnished  hy  Dr.  Charles  Bumey,  junior : — 

"  Dec.  igtky  1679.— Last  night,  Mr.  Dryden,  the 
famous  poet,  coming  from  a  coffee-house  in  Covent 
Garden,  was  set  upon  hy  three  persons  unknown  to 
him  ;  and  so  rudely  hy  them  handled,  that  it  is  said 
his  life  is  in  no  small  danger.  It  is  thought  to  have 
heen  the  effect  of  private  grudge  rather  than  upon  the 
too  common  design  of  unlawful  gain ;  an  unkind  tres- 
pass hy  which  not  only  he  himself,  hut  the  common- 
wealth of  learning  may  receive  injury."  His  own 
advertisement,  with  the  reward  of  50/.  for  the  appre- 
hension of  the  parties,  did  not  appear  till  ten  days 
afterward 


Pope,  who  in  his  earlier  years  made  imitations 
of  Chaucer,  Spenser,  Waller,  Cowley,  Rochester, 
Dorset,  and  Swift,  did  not  attempt  an  imitation  of 
Dryden.  His  own  poetry  indeed  was  only  Dryden's 
versification  rendered  hy  incessant  care  more  smooth 
and  musical,  hut  less  flowing  and  less  varied. 


The  elder  Cibber  was,  I  believe,  the  most  celebrated 
performer  of  Bayes  in  the  ReJiearsal.     To  him  sue- 
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ceeded  Garrick,  who  though  he  doubtless  departed 
in  some  measure  from  the  original  idea,  made  the  re- 
presentation incomparably  pleasant.  Lacy  formed 
the  original  Bayes ;  after  him  Joseph  Haines,  cele- 
brated for  dancing  and  mimicry.     .     .     • 


TheDuchess  of  Portsmouth  (Louise  de  Querouaille), 
who  was  alleged  to  be  an  abettor  of  Rochester  in  the 
outrage  on  Dryden,  returned  to  France  on  the  death 
of  her  royal  paramour.  In  1699  she  paid  a  visit  to 
England,  when  according  to  Burnett,  she  told  Mr. 
Anthony  Henley,  of  the  Grange  in  Hampshire,  that 
Charles  the  Second  had  been  poisoned.  She  died  at 
Paris  in  1 728,  much  advanced  in  life. 


Had  not  the  whole  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's  political 
life  made  him  so  justly  odious,  Dryden  s  connections 
would  naturally  have  led  him  to  represent  that  noble- 
man in  a  favourable  light.  For  Shaftesbury  had 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  William,  second  Lord 
Spencer;  and  Henry  Howard,  one  of  the  brothers 
of  Dryden*s  wife,  married  Elizabeth,  another  of  Lord 
Spencer  s  daughters. 

The  discomfiture  and  flight  of  Shaftesbury  to 
Holland  in  1682,  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
adherents  of  the  Duke  of  York.  It  amounted  in 
their  view  almost  to  a  second  Restoration.  He  had 
been  represented  on  the  stage  in  various  evil  imagi- 
nary forms ;  on  one  occasion  with  fiends'  wings  and 
snakes  twisted  round  the  body,  while  rebellious 
heads  sucked  poison  out  of  his  side  which  ran  out 
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by  a  tap.  It  appeared  that  previous  to  the  Bestora- 
tion  he  made  a  journey  to  Breda ;  was  overtumed ; 
an  abscess  eventually  formed  in  the  side,  which  was 
obliged  to  be  puncture4f  or  tapped*  With  l^usiw 
to  this  circumstance  and  tl^e  hopes  he  was  said  to 
have  once  formed  of  being  elected  King  of  Poland, 
he  figured  often  in  the  lampoons  of  the  time  by  the 
name  of  Tapsky. 

It  is  curious  that  so  little  of  this  remfurkable  man, 
who  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  that  day, 
should  now  be  accurately  known.  Yet  he  used  due 
diligence  to  be  remembered  by  writing  his  menioirs. 
Like  those  of  the  Marquis  of  Halifax  however  the 
fire,  not  the  press,  became  their  destination ;  and  this 
under  the  influence  of  two  celebrated  literary  names. 
Pope,  as  guardian  of  the  character  of  the  Catholics, 
persuaded  Lady  Burlington  to  destroy  the  memoirs 
of  the  Marquis.  Locke,  aft'aid  of  having  question- 
able papers  found  in  his  house  such  as  Shaftesbury's 
were  deemed  to  be,  followed  the  example.  Were 
those  precedents  generally  followed,  how  little  should 
we  know  of  the  secret  springs  which  colour  and 
influence  history ! 


There  is  a  tradition  that  when  poor  Otway  died, 
he  had  about  him  the  copy  of  a  tragedy  which  it 
seems  he  had  sold  to  Bentley,  the  bookseller;  for 
there  was  an  advertisement  published  soon  after  his 
death,  at  the  end  of  one  of  L'Estranges  political 
papers,  offering  a  reward  to  any  one  who  should 
bring  it  to  Bentley's  shop. 
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A  Lord  Chancellor  has  occasionally  dabbled  in  the 
drama.  Hecuba^  a  tragedy,  printed  in  1726,  was 
written  beyond  doubt  by  Mr.  West,  some  time 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  From  the  author's  pre- 
face, it  appears  that  the  piece  is  a  translation  from 
Euripides,  and  that  it  was  damned  the  first  night. 


Congreve  is  said  to  have  been  only  nineteen  when 
he  wrote  the  Old  Bachelor.  It  is  announced  as 
ready  for  the  stage  in  the  Gentleman's  Journal  (by 
Motteaux)  for  January,  1692-3 ;  so  it  must  have 
been  written  in  1692.  But  Congreve,  instead  ot 
being  nineteen  as  has  been  stated  in  all  the  books 
of  biography,  was  twenty-three ;  for  he  was  bom 
some  time  in  1669)  as  appears  from  the  register  of 
the  college  where  he  was  entered  a  student — Trinity 
College,  Dublin — April  5,  1685,  being  then  in  his 
sixteenth  year — ^^  Annos  natus  sexdecim.'' 


It  has  been  scarcely  noticed  that  Aaron  Hill, 
besides  his  prose  and  poetical  compositions  printed 
in  four  volumes  octavo,  was  the  author  of  a  periodical 
paper  called  the  Promptery  the  first  number  of  which 
was  published  Nov.  12,  1734,  and  the  last,  I  believe, 
June  29,  1736.  These  papers  were  printed  in  folio, 
and  have  never  been  collected  into  volumes. 


Dryden  was  sometimes  aided  by  the  profits  of  the 
dramatic  productions  of  his  friends.  Mr.  George 
Granville  wrote  The  Jew  of  Venice  with  that  view ; 
but  Dryden  dying  before  its  representation,  the  profits 
were  given  to  his  eldest  son.     In  like  manner  it  is 
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probable  he  gave  him  the  profits  of  his  two  plays,  The 
She  Oallants^  and  Heroick  Love^  the  former  acted 
in  1696,  the  latter  in  Jan.  1697-8.  Before  Heroick 
Love  were  some  encomiastic  verses  by  Dryden.  Id 
the  preface  to  the  She  Qallants  Granville  says  that 
he  gave  the  benefit  of  it  to  a  friend ;  and  that  if  his 
friend  had  a  third  day  to  his  satisfaction  he  had 
obtained  his  end. 

(Of  the  correctness  of  this  story  he  afterwards 
found  some  reason  to  doubt ;  but  the  main  facts  are 
probably  true.) 

Dryden,  it  appears,  was  not  displaced  from  his 
offices  by  the  strong  hand  of  authority  as  generally 
supposed ;  but  as  he  himself  has  told  us,  conscien- 
tiously relinquished  them  on  the  1st  August,  1689, 
by  refusing  to  take  the  oaths  of  supremacy^  and  ab- 
juration which  were  appointed  by  the  first  parliament 
of  King  William  to  be  taken  by  every  person  holding 
office  under  the  Crown. 


Addison,  in  his  Ode  for  St.  Cecilia  s  Day^  has 
admitted  the  following  lines,  which  were  supplied  by 
Hughes,  as  ascertained  by  a  manuscript  note  in  my 
possession. 

Such  were  the  tuneful  notes  that  hung 
On  bright  Cecilia*8  charming  tongue ; 
Notes  that  sacred  hearts  inspired, 
And  with  religious  ardour  fired 
The  love-sick  youth,  that  long  suppressed 
The  smothered  passion  in  his  breast.* 


Wycherley  married  twelve  days  before  his  death 
Elizabeth   Jackson,  one  of  the   daughters   and   eo- 
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heiresses  of  Mr.  Jos.  Jackson,  of  Hertingfordbury, 
whose  fortune  was  1,000/.,  not  1,500/.,  as  has  been 
stated  in  books  of  biography.  He  settled  on  her  a 
jointure  of  1,000/.  per  annum.  By  his  last  will,  which 
was  made  Saturday,  Dec.  31,  1715,  the  day  of  his 
death  and  executed  about  two  hours  before  that  event, 
he  leaves  her,  by  the  name  of  his  dear  and  well-beloved 
wife  Elizabeth  Wycherley,  after  the  payment  of  his 
debts  and  funeral  charges,  all  the  rest  and  residue  of 
his  estate,  ready  money,  plate,  goods  and  chattels 
whatsoever;  and  appoints  his  kinsman,  Thomas 
Shrimpton,  Esq.,  his  executor.  About  three  months 
after  his  death,  she  married  that  gentleman  who  was 
a  half-pay  captain.  Mr.  Wycherley 's  nephew  (his 
brother's  son)  soon  afterward  filed  a  bill  against  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shrimpton,  alleging  that  she  was  married 
to  Mr.  Shrimpton  before  she  married  Mr.  Wycherley ; 
that  thus  the  old  man  had  been  imposed  upon,  and 
induced  to  settle  a  jointure  on  her  without  considera- 
tion, her  fortune  not  having  been  paid  to  him.  The 
defendants  swore  in  their  answer  that  he  had  received 
190/.  of  it ;  and  Lord  Macclesfield  finally  decreed  in 
their  favour,  so  the  allegation  of  her  previous  mar- 
riage must  have  been  unfounded.  The  decree  I  be- 
lieve was  made  in  I7I8. 

Wycherley  about  six  weeks  before  his  death  was 
arrested  by  an  old  servant,  for  a  pretended  debt  of 
30/.,  which  having  lost  the  servant's  receipt  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  a  second  time.  Not  having  the 
money,  he  solicited  all  his  friends  in  vain  to  assist 
him,  and  at  length  was  released  by  Captain  Shrimpton. 
See  a  curious  letter  written  by  that  gentleman,  giving 
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an  account  of  these  transactions,  in  Egerton'a  (t.  e. 
Curlls's)  Life  of  Mrs.  Oldfieldj  p.  122.  See  also 
Major  Pack's  Memoirs  of  Wycherlejf^  and  Pope's 
letter  soon  after  his  death. — [Other  writers  vary  this 
story  considerahly,  and  some  with  inaccurate  details.] 
«  *  *  * 

Mrs.  Martha  Fowke,  alias  Sansom,  in  her  extra- 
ordinary memoirs  of  her  own  life,  in  which  she  gives 
a  history  of  various  lovers,  says,  p.  67  : — "  Here,  at 
Bath  (about  1714),  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Wycherley,  who  had  wit  without  politeness;  and  a 
levity  improper  for  his  age — seventy-four,  it  appears. 
He  was  very  little  to  my  taste.  I  was  much  more  to 
his;  and  would  love  have  consented,  I  might  have 
been  wife  to  that  poet ;  but  my  heart  was  averse." — 
C/io,  or  the  Secret  History  of  the  Life  and  Amours 
of  the  late  celebrated  Mrs.  S — n — m,  written  by 
Herself  8vo,  1752.  It  is  singular  that  she  also  was 
a  native  of  Hertingfordbury.  Wycherley's  paternal 
estate  was  situated  at  Cleve  in  Shropshire,  about 
five  miles  from  Shrewsbury,  and  was  worth  600/. 
per  annum. 

Mr.  Flood  wrote  and  printed  an  Ode  to  Fame  in 
1/75,  which  (ninety-four  lines)  has  considerable 
merit.  Also  a  translation  of  The  first  I\fthian  Ode 
of  Pindar^  about  150  lines.  These,  and  some  of  his 
speeches,  were  presented  (to  Malone)  by  himself. 

The  speeches,  says  the  latter,  "  On  the  Decla- 
rator}' Act  of  Geo.  IL,  11th  June,  1782;"  and  on 
Mr.  Grattan's  **  Simple  Repeal,"  are  in  my  collection 
of   Tracts^   vol.  57.      Those   on   the   "  Commercial 


MALONIANA.  455 

Treaty,  1787  ;**  and  on  "  Kefonn  of  the  Representa- 
tion,** in  vol.  60.  They  were  never  puhlished.  He 
died  December  2nd,  1791,  at  Farmley,  in  Kilkenny. 
The  edition,  in  the  British  Museum,  is  a  thin  quarto. 


I  have  long  endeavoured  in  vain  to  ascertain  the 
time  when  Lady  M.  W.  Montague  and  Pope  quar- 
relled. Circumstances  seem  to  fix  it  at  some  period 
between  1717,  when  Pope  sent  his  verses  on  Addison 
to  him  in  MS.,  and  1719,  when  that  writer  died. 
The  advice  she  received  from  the  latter  was  to  avoid 
Pope;  otherwise  he  would  certainly  play  her  some 
devilish  trick.  It  appears  certain  that  Pope  was  thq 
first  to  break  off  the  acquaintance  in  form. 


Song  in  ye  Praise  of  Melancholy. — ^F.  80  Bod. 

"  Hence  all  your  vain  delights.** 

The  author  of  this  beautiful  piece  (Dr.  Strode) 
part  of  which  has  been  ascribed  unjustly  to  Fletcher, 
because  it  is  sung  in  his  Nice  Valour^  was  born  about 
the  year  1600,  and  died  Canon  of  Christ  Church 
in  1644.  Milton  evidently  took  the  hint  of  his 
"  V Allegro''  and  "  Penseroso**  Jrom  it. 

No.  21  in  Catalogue;  8yo,  96  leaves;  Miscel- 
laneous Poetry. 

Pope's  nephew  has  been  mentioned  by  some.  This 
was,  I  suppose,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Backet,  Pope's  half- 
sidter,  or  half-sister-in-law.  None  of  the  biographers 
have  told  us  whether  Mrs.  Backet  was  the  daughter 
of  Pope's  father  by  a  former  wife,  or  the  daughter 
of  his  mother  by  a  former  husband,  or  the  wife  of 
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one  who  was  the  son  of  either  his  father  or  mother. 
I  helieve  she  was  the  wife  of  Pope's  half-brother ;  for 
I  saw  her  once  about  the  year  I76O,  and  she  seemed 
not  to  be  above  sixty  years  old.  Since  writing  the 
above,  I  see  Pope  in  his  will  calls  her  sister-in-law. 

Aubrey,  in  his  MS.  Anecdotes  of  the  English  Poets^ 
says,  that  Sir  John  Suckling,  who  fled  from  London 
to  Paris  in  the  troubles  in  1641,  in  dread  of  being 
apprehended  for  conspiracy  against  the  popular  in- 
terests, was  poisoned  and  died  in  that  capital. 


Creech  did  not  translate  Manilius.  The  version 
of  that  poet  was  done  by  Sir  Edward  Sherburne,  I 
am  informed.  ' 

Lady  W.  Montague  corresponded  with  Dr,  Toung, 
the  poet,  who  a  little  before  his  death  destroyed  a 
great  number  of  her  letters,  assigning  as  a  reason 
that  they  were  too  indelicate  for  public  inspection. 


Swift,  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  Henry  Jenny  of 
Armagh,  written  in  1732,  gives  an  extremely  depre- 
ciatory view  of  the  wretchedness  of  Ireland  and  her 
low  order  of  civilization — all  due,  he  will  have  it,  to 
the  tyranny  of  England ;  with  a  passing  glance  at  the 
more  immediate  cause  in  remote  districts — oppressive 
squires.  When  shown  to  Malone,  he  wrote  a  long 
comment  upon  it  in  1808,  explaining  the  causes  of 
the  misery  of  the  people  then  and  long  afterwards, 
but  there  is  nothing  of  particular  interest  to  the 
reader  to  extract. 
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Mr.  Nichols  (of  the  Oentlemans  Ma^azine\ 
writing  of  Swift's  lAfe  about  the  same  time,  says  :  ^^  I 
was  much  indebted  to  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Malone, 
who,  besides  many  useful  hints,  obtained  for  me  a  very 
valuable  Essay  on  the  earlier  Part  of  the  Life  of 
Swift  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Barrett,  Vice  Provost 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  with  numerous  articles 
written  by  the  Dean  in  early  life,  and  then  first 
printed.  From  Mr.  Malone  also,  I  received  a  draw- 
ing of  the  very  excellent  likeness  of  the  Dean,  taken 
after  his  death ;  and  an  original  letter  to  Dr.  Jenny 
on  the  state  of  Ireland  (1736),  copied  from  one  in 
the  possession  of  Lord  Cremome. 


In  1796  the  Rev.  James  Plumptre  of  Clare  Hall, 
Cambridge,  '^  with  high  respect  for  his  critical 
opinions,"  sends  his  Observations  on  the  TVagedy  of 
Hamlet.  And  John  Eemble,  not  to  be  behind  in 
complimentary  oflFering,  repUes  to  an  assailant  of 
Shakspeare  by  an  anonymous  essay,  Macbeth  Recon^ 
sideredj  inscribed  to  his  master  in  the  critical  art, 
Malone. 


[Desirous  of  doing  all  honour  to  the  person  and 
character  of  Lord  Southampton,  Shakspeare's  patron, 
no  opportunity  was  lost  (see  p.  179)  of  introducing 
both  to  our  familiar  acquaintance.  With  this  view, 
one  of  his  explorations  for  a  picture  of  that  nobleman 
was  to  Wobum,  of  which  the  following  account  is 
given  to  Ozias  Humphrey.  I  am  indebted  for  it  to 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Halliwell,  but  it  came  to  hand 
too  late  for  arrangement  in  chronological  order.] 
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*'  Dbaa  Sir,— a  celebrated  Spanish  philosopher, 
Sancho  Poiua  by  name,  I  think  says,  '  He  is  a 
wise  father  who  knows  his  own  child.'  And  some 
other  equally  celebrated  personage  observes  that 
*  books  are  often  more  learned  than  their  authors.' 
These  remarks  were  brought  to  my  mind  by  the 
line  you  favoured  me  with  Irom  Strawberrry  Hill; 
for  most  assuredly  there  is  an  ori^al  picture  of 
Henry,  Earl  of  Southampton,  at  Woburn  Abbey; 
and  from  Mr.  JValpole*8  book  it  was  that  I  first 
learned  such  a  picture,  painted  by  Wireveldt,  existed 
there.  He  mentions  it,  I  think,  in  the  beginning 
of  bis  second  volume. 

"  I  knew  of  the  picture  at  Bulstrode ;  and  three 
years  ago  went  there  on  purpose  to  see  it,  with  a 
view  to  have  it  engraved  in  honour  of  Shakspeare; 
but  it  is  so  disagreeable  a  picture  that  I  gave  up 
all  thoughts  of  it ;  and  then  got  a  copy  made  from 
a  bad  impression  (the  only  one  I  could  get)  of  a 
print  by  Simon  Pass,  in  the  year  1617>  At  the 
time  this  print  was  engraving  for  me,  I  sent  down 
a  proof  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford's  steward  to  compare 
it  with  the  picture ;  and  from  his  account  of  the 
correspondence  between  them,  had  no  doubt  that 
the  picture  at  Woburn  was  a  genuine  one.  On 
examining  it  this  evening — for  I  am  just  now  arrived 
at  my  inn  after  walking  through  the  apu*tiiient0 — 
I  am  convinced  that  I  was  right ;  and  lament  much 
that  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  your  company  to  this 
place  to  make  a  drawing.  However,  I  will  not  yet 
give  up  the  point;  but  hope  to  do  something  in 
it  when  I  return  from  Ireland.     There  is  here  like- 
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wise  an  original  picture  of  the  celebrated  Lord 
Essex,  and  some  others  worth  your  attention. 

"  Yott  have  made  me  very  happy  by  the  drawing 
of  Bhakspeare,  for  which  I  am  extremely  obliged. 
It  struck  me  there  was  some  little  defect  in  one 
of  the  eyes,  by  too  much  of  the  white  being  shown, 
which  gives  the  appearance  of  squinting,  and  which 
I  do  not  recollect  in  the  original.  But  I  am  no 
artist ;  and  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  that  I  am  mis- 
taken.    If  I  am  right  it  can  be  easily  rectified. 

"  I  suppose  you  will  not  for  some  time  look  at  old 
Shakspeare's  face ;  but  if  any  one  can  prevail  upon 
you  to  copy  what  you  have  done,  remember  that  I  am 
to  have  the  originaL  When  Mr.  Hall  has  done  with 
it,  and  when  next  we  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  I 
will  settle  with  you  on  the  subject.  In  the  meantime 
believe  me,  dear  sir,  &c.  &c. 

*'  Wobum^  Sunday  nighty 
""  August  17^  17SS. 

'^  My  address  in  Ireland  is  Baronston,  MuUingar.** 


"  Dr.  Farmer,  who  had  been  enlisted  in  the  same 
pursuit,  sends  some  further  information  of  his  lord- 
ship with  an  apology  for  omitting  his  notes  on  the 
three  parts  of  Henri/  VL 

**  Emanuel  {CoUege),  August  9, 1787. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — I  hoped  to  have  seen  you  in  my 
way  through  town,  but  I  spent  only  one  day  there, 
and  that  at  the  other  end  of  it. 

'^  You  should  have  heard  from  me  a  post  or  two 
sooner,  but  our  Begistrar  was  out  of  the  University, 
and  I  could  not  earlier  get  into  the  office.    I  find 
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that  Hour,  Eaii  of  SondiainptaBi,  ms  adaunaJ  to 
the  degree  of  B.A.  m  1589,  and  prooeBded  no  futfaer; 
and  liickUT  examining  liie  Bimk  if  MatnmUammM^  I 
at  last  fell  upon  'Hen.  ComeB  Sundiam|itfflnj inqwihrK, 
1:2  an\  of  St.  Johns  College,  Dec  11,  15S5.*  Here 
uo  have  his  age  as  well  as  coDc^  Essex  was  of 
Trin.    June  1,  1579-  •  •  • 

**  Whatever  you  may  have  fimcied,  I  aolemnhr  de- 

rUiv  to  vou  that  I  alwavs  meant  to  send  tow  mv  notes 

•  •  •         • 

i\n  iho  HenrffM^  if  I  could  find  tbem,  and  I  fiattered 
mviMiklf  they  might  be  among  some  papers  at  Canter- 
bury, I  cannot  yet  find  them,  and  yon  want  no 
Mtuqitance*  As  I  remember,  vcm  have  some  of  mv 
argummits  but  not  all.  I  have  suf^Msed  the  plays 
vo^i^inaHy  Morlo9re\  and  altered  after  his  death  by 
Sh^AsjH\$rri  this  I  argued  from  style  and  manner; 
^ith  luany  quotations  from  passages  contradictory  to 
othora  in  ShHk8])eare*s  genuine  plays,  and  others 
i'hshin^il;  iw  tho  Henrj/s  themselves,  which  show 
MjfrtTNt  haHih\'  Sec.  &c. 


Maltuio^s  aim  at  minute  correctness  we  have  seen 
o\t*ittMl  an  tHTaaional  smilo  among  the  more  fly-along 
imlor  itf  riMulors  and  writers.  Occasionallv  he  was 
iHUupt^lUHl  to  be  exact,  in  consequence  of  being 
tmtiheii.  SttH^vons  sometimes  sought  to  find  him 
tripping,  Ilonce  tho  origin  of  the  following  note  to 
Isaac  Kwd,  with  which  I  am  obliged  from  the  stores 
of  Mr.  J.  11.  Anderdon. 

'*  Queen  Anne  Street,  Feb.  16. 

"  My  dear  Sir,— In  a  note  on  Dodsley  s  Preface  to 
the    Old    Plays,   p.    11,   speaking    of    the    Curtain 
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Theatre,  you  refer  to  Sir  John  Hawkins'  History  of 
MusiCf  iv.  GZy  but  I  can  find  nothing  there  upon  the 
subject.  I  suppose  there  is  an  error  of  the  press  in 
the  page  referred  to,  and  request  you  will  let  me  know 
the  true  reference  if  you  can  light  on  it,  as  I  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  the  Curtain  Theatre. 

'*I  never  could  learn  on  what  authority  Mr.  Steevens 
says  the  sign  was  a  striped  curtain.  Perhaps  you  may 
know.  The  sign  without  doubt  was  a  curtain,  and  it 
is  of  little  consequence  whether  variegated ;  yet  as 
we  are  henceforth  to  speak  by  the  Card^  one  would 
wish  to  be  correct.  I  sent  my  servant  last  night  with 
the  paper,  that  he  might  find  you  at  home  to  inquire 
about  the  dreadful  fire  at  Emanuel  College.  If  you 
have  had  a  line  from  Dr.  Farmer,  pray  be  so  good  as 
to  let  me  know  what  the  extent  of  the  mischief  may 
be.  ...  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Dr.  Farmer  on 
Monday,  but  it  must  have  reached  his  hands  in  the 
midst  of  the  calamity,"  &c.  &c. 

Among  the  papers  of  Edmond,  I  have  met  with 
only  one  letter  of  his  celebrated  uncle  Anthony  Malone 
(see  p.  3),  of  whom  I  am  informed  there  are  few 
remains,  and  which  thence  may  find  place  here.  It 
is  a  melancholy  efi\ision  to  the  elder  sister  of  Edmond, 
written  soon  after  the  death  of  a  wife  to  whom  he  was 
fondly  attached ;  and  in  which  we  trace  the  sinking 
spirit  in  advanced  life  instinctively  preparing  to  follow 
whither  a  beloved  partner  had  preceded  him. 

Frcnn  Rt.  Hon.  Anthony  Malone  to  his  Niece. 

My  deabest  Harbiett, — ^I  had  the  favour  of  a  letter  from 
you  yesterday,  and  was  glad  to  hear  you  had  got  so  well  to 
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the  md  of  your  jourpeyi  and  in  hq  good  time,  notwitbstitpd- 
ing  the  disappointments  yoii.  met  with  on  the  road,  and  that 
you  fomid  your  father  so  well. 

If  the  comitry,  which  yon  say  looks  very  beautiful,  be  to 
you  a  melancholy  place^  consider  in  what  light  it  must  appear 
to  me  who  have  30  lately  lost  my  all — ^the  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate partner  of  my  heart — who  alone  could  make  either 
town  or  country  pleasing  to  me.  I  have  lost  all  relish  for 
both ;  all  plans  are  become  quite  indifferent  to  me ;  and  I 
think  it  of  very  little  moment  to  consider  in  what  place  I  should 
indulge  the  melancholy  reflections  which  attend  my  solitary 
hours,  and  which  necessarily  must  accompany  me  wherever  I 
go,  especially  y^he^  I  add  to  them  the  disappointments  I  have 
lately  met  with  where  I  least  expected  it  The  only  plan  which 
my  imagination  could  suggest  as  most  likely  to  produce 
honour  or  advantage  to  my  family,  and  a  little  comfort  and 
satisfaction  to  myself,  is  by  qontinuing  that  oorrespondence 
with  friends  which  I  have  endeavoured,  for  the  greatest  part 
of  9iy  life,  to  cultivate  and  maintain,  and  which  alone  can 
alleviate  my  affliction,  and  make  the  short  remainder  of  my 
life  pass  quietly. 

But  I  will  say  no  more.  Perhaps  I  have  already  said  too 
much ;  but  you  must  excuse  it,  as  being  occasioned  by  the 
overflowing  of  a  disturbed  mind  and  disconsolate  heart.  In 
all  events,  however,  you  may  be  assured  I  am  and  shall  con- 
tinue your  affectionate  and  sincere  friend,  and  am,  with  love 
to  your  father  and  sister,  my  dearest  Harriett,  your  very 
affectionate  though  disconsolate  uncle. 

Ant.  Mamke. 

Dublin,  6ih  Avg.  1773. 
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ON  THE  NUPTIALS  OP  HIS  MAJESTY  GEORGE  HI. 

Sept.,  1761. 
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Vide  p.  6. 


Deep  in  a  lonely  vale,  beneatl;  a  flower 
By  nature  formed  for  sweet  reeen  and  ease ; 
Where  every  beanty  that  the  eye  ean  pleaae 
Conspired  to  gratify  the  royal  power ; 
What  time  the  grey-eyed  twilight  o*er  the  glade 
Spreads  all  aroimd  a  glinmiering  gloomy  shade, 

In  contemplation  George  was  laid ; 
Long  did  suspense  and  doubt  his  mind  possess 
Wavering  and  unresolved,  what  blooming  maid. 
What  soft  associate,  with  his  hand  to  bless. 
When,  lo !  far  off  two  female  fbrms  he  spies, 
In  flowing  folds  of  silver  light  arrayed ; 
Beauteous  they  seemed,  of  more  than  human  size  : 
Sach  have  the  ancient  poets  oft  pourtrayed. 
The  one  advanced  with  solemn  steps  and  slow, 
With  thought  and  meditation  on  her  brow  ; 
Her  air  majestic,  modest  was  her  mien, 

Becoming  Wisdom*8  queen ; 
A  decent  veil  concealed  from  human  sight 
Those  virgin  charms  that  ne*er  beheld  the  light 
In  such  attire,  before  the  son  of  Jove 
Virtue  appeared,  at  once  commanding  awe  and  love. 

II. 

Lightly  the  other  moved,  nor  seemed  to  touch  the  ground ; 

Her  every  look  breathed  beauty  all  around; 

Graceful  her  mien,  and  winning  was  her  air ; 

Softer  her  skin,  more  delicately  fair. 

A  polished  mirror  in  her  hand  she  bore ; 

A  thin  transparent  robe  of  gause  she  wore, 

Which  made  her  charms  more  lovely  show ; 
Her  eyes  shone  brighter  than  the  morning  dews ; 
Vermilion  dyes  her  blushing  cheeks  suffuse ; 
0*er  all  her  fhtme  an  air  of  health  did  glow, 
Which  simple  nature  only  can  bestow. 
Which  more  commands  and  charma  the  heart 

Than  aU  the  tints  of  art 
In  such  a  dress,  in  such  a  gay  attire, 
She  used  of  old  to  meet  the  Trosfan  hero*a  aire. 
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^  Ctn  doubt,**  atid  she,  ^  divide  thy  wftyering 
In  me  iminorttl  treMaree  shalt  thoa  find. 
Need  I  reooont  my  merits  or  my  fiune? 
Let  it  suffice  that  Beanty  is  my  name. 
Thy  stream  of  life,  if  thou  but  follow  me, 
Shall  peaceful  flow  firom  all  rode  tempest  Iree, 

And  all  shaU  sunshine  be. 
What  mighty  bliss  ean  sober  Wisdom  give  ? 

What  joys,  alas !  can  she  impart  ? 
With  all  her  rigid  precepts  how  to  live, 

With  all  her  Tain  and  boasted  art. 
She  cannot  please  the  eye  or  glad  the  heart. 
Attend  my  counsel,  hearken  to  my  voice. 
And  rule  by  me  alone  thy  ftitnre  choice ; 
On  thee  eternal  pleasures  Til  bestow. 
Pleasures  which  Wisdom  ne*er  can  know. 

Pure  and  unalloyed  with  woe. 
Such  blessings  will  I  shower  upon  thy  head. 

Which  none  but  I  can  give, 

If  thou  wilt  with  me  live, 
And  take  a  beauteous  consort  to  thy  bed.** 

IV. 

**  Cease,  cease "  (cries  Wisdom),  **  thy  delusive  tongue.; 
Heed  not,  my  son,  this  charming  8yren*s  song ; 
Let  not  the  magic  glsss  that  she  employs 

To  throw  a  mist  before  thine  eyes — 
Let  not  insipid  pleasures,  empty  joys. 
Delude  thy  reason  *gain8t  my  better  voice. 

Let  her  not  teach  thee  to  despise 

What  thou  alone  shouldst  prise — 

The  beauties  of  a  nobler  kind, 

The  graces  of  the  mind ; 
These,  these  alone  should  be  thy  choice. 
What  will  avail,  alas !  the  skin  of  snow. 
When  the  scarce-throbbing  feeble  pulse  beats  low 

Soon  will  the  spring  of  life  be  past. 

And  wintry  age  will  come  at  last. 
Of  bloom  and  beauty  that  most  bitter  foe. 

But  if  from  me,  thy  surest  guide, 

Thou  wilt  receive  iky  future  bride. 

One  who  will  soften  every  care. 

And  all  thy  sorrows  kindly  share. 

At  once  thy  truest  joy  and  pride ; 
Then  bliss  refined,  and  happiness  sincere 
(The  sure  rewards  of  prudence  and  of  truth), 
Shall  still  attend  thy  youth ; 

And  even  at  thy  latest  stage, 

Shall  gild  the  evening  of  thy  age.** 
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V. 
At  this,  Blow  nwiog  up  hu  thoughtful  liead, 

The  jooth,  pathetic,  nid : 
"  What  now,  sIbh  !  avsib  my  ro^l  atatc  ? 
Hard  ia  my  lot,  and,  oh!  ferere  my  fate. 
Contending  paaaiong  now  distract  my  breast : 
Is  tbJB  the  boasted  fruit  of  being  great. 

The  loss  of  peace  and  rest  ? 
My  raptured  mind  now  Fancy  sways. 
And  all  my  soul  her  voice  obeys. 
Now  Reason  cries, '  Attend  my  sober  strain.' 
Cruel  conditions !  whichsoe'er  I  choose, 

The  want  of  that  which  I  refuse 
Will  quite  corrode  what  I  retain, 
And  late,  perhapa,  I  shall  repent  in  vain." 

VI. 
"  Not  so,  my  best  beloved,  my  &voured  youth  " 

(Here  interrupted  Wisdom's  queen), 
"  For  such  thy  goodness  and  thy  worth  has  been. 
Thy  virtue,  innocence,  and  truth, 
That  thou  deserv'st  a  nobler  fate ; 
Nor  e'er  shalt  thon,  my  son,  too  late 
Thy  conduct  past  repent ; 
If  tteanty  of  the  brightest  dye. 
If  every  graceful  art 
That  can  attract  the  heart. 
Or  charm  the  lover's  nicer  eye. 
Can  give  thy  soul  content. 
For  lo !  to  thee  I  now  asmgn 
Charlotte,  the  favourite  of  the  Nine, 
Nor  lesB  beloved  by  me ; 
Her  do  I  novr  bestow  on  thee. 
Nor  can  the  Queen  of  Love  refuse 
To  join  thy  royal  hand. 
In  the  connubial  band. 
With  tliJH  Hweet  danghtcr  of  the  Muse; 
Since  even  from  her  earliest  year, 
She  titill  has  been  her  darling  care." 
This  sud,  they  instant  vanished  from  his  sight. 
And  soon  were  lo«t  in  shades  of  endless  night. 

VII. 

Smooth  glide  my  verse,  my  numbers  gently  flow. 

Nor  hardily  quick,  nor  quernlonsly  slow. 

For  see !  where  hoary  lluunea'  tranalncent  stream. 

His  mshy-ftingid  bank  in  rilence  laves, 

And  all  his  crystal  waves 

II   II 
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Reftalgent  glitter  with  ■  nlver  gleun, 
The  roTtl  galley  mfta  her  o'er ; 
The  Ntiada  quit  their  coral  bedi. 
And  raise  alofl  their  amre  hetda 
On  the  rejoicing  ahore, 
To  aee  the  jwrtner  of  the  BritiiA  crown, 

In  all  the  giy  and  gallant  pride 
That  erat  conveyed  th'  Egyptian  bride 
The  ulver  Cydnui  down ; 
The  wondering  warea  aubiide, 
The  green-haired  aea  nynpha  nnind  the  vend  crowd. 
The  wind*  adown  the  silken  itreamen  glide, 
And  ling  their  joy  aloud. 

VIII. 
The  aofUy  sighing  gale 
With  gentle  breezes  fills  the  swelling  sul ; 

Now  smooth  it  cuts  the  watery  way. 
Now  wafts  the  Princen  to  th'  expecting  land. 
On  either  hand 
The  purple  Lovea  and  white-robed  Graces  play. 
The  rose-lipp'd  cherub  Health,  with  boeom  bare 

And  glowing  cheek,  was  there. 
And  jocund  Youth,  ftir  Beauty's  friend, 
And  meek-eyed  Innocence,  her  steps  attend. 
And  lol  behind  the  blooming  maid. 

With  ever-Terdant  olives  crowned, 
In  all  her  tranqail  charms  arrayed, 

The  matron  Peace  bestrews  the  ground. 
Hark!  now  admiring  thousands  sing 
(While  all  the  shores  respondve  ring), 
"  Long  may  Britannia's  laughing  plain 
I'roclaim  that  George  and  Charlotte  rrign." 
Even  Nature's  self  her  homage  gladly  pays, 
And  jmns  the  voice  of  nnlveraal  praise. 
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Speech  to  the  Electors  of  Tbinitt  College^  Dublin. 

1774  or  1775. 

Vide  p.  42. 

GbntlemeNi — ^Thc  honour  that  has  been  done  me  by  being 
put  in  nomination  for  one  of  your  representatives  by  the  very 
respectable  person  who  spoke  last^  at  the  same  time  that  it 
demands  my  warmest  acknowledgments^  renders  it  necessary 
for  me  to  say  a  few  words.  I  am  well  aware  to  how  judicious 
and  distinguishing  an  audience  I  now  address  myself;  I  am 
fully  sensible  how  much  the  arduousness  of  my  situation  is 
increased  by  the  necessity  I  am  under  of  speaking  on  the 
most  difficult  and  ungrateful  of  all  subjects — oneself.  But 
there  are  some  situations  where  silence  would  be  criminal. 

It  was  thrown  out,  gentlemen^  early  last  summer^  when  I 
first  took  the  liberty  of  proposing  myself  to  your  considera- 
tion^  that  I  was  nephew  to  Mr.  A.  M.  (Anthony  Malone), 
and  therefore  an  improper  person  to  represent  this  learned 
body.  Perhaps  it  might  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  elec- 
tioneering artifice  to  say^  that  the  character  of  that  man 
should  not  seem  very  obnoxious  to  reproach^  to  whom  the 
principal  objection  is  that  he  is  connected  with  as  wise  and 
able^  and  certainly  as  disinterested  a  man  as  any  in  this  king- 
dom. Buty  gentlemen,  though  this  short  and  decisive  answer 
might  be  sufficient^  I  will  not  rest  this  matter  here.  I  beg 
leave^  with  your  permission,  to  consider  this  objection  in  all 
its  parts. 

Whatever  failings  this  great  man  may  have,  no  one  can 
sa/  that  he  has  not  acted  on  principle.  No  man  perhi^ 
ever  supported  administration  so  disinterestedly,  or  got  so 
few  favours  from  Government  either  for  himself  or  his  con- 
nexions. This  indeed  is  so  notorious,  and  the  corruption  and 
venality  of  the  times  are  such,  that  men  although  they  evi- 
dently see  it  is  the  fact  are  unwilling  to  believe  it,  and  resort 
to  the  most  improbable  and  chimerical  suppositions  in  order 
to  account  for  it.  The  persons  too,  who  arraign  the  conduct 
of  this  great  statesman,  forget  that  it  is  necessary  that  the 
administration  of  afiairs  should  be  carried  on  by  some  per- 
sons or  other ;  and  that  the  gravity  and  moderation  of  this 
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gentleman  has  often  been  of  nse  to  restrain  the  impetaons 
corruption  of  other  men. 

The  enemies  of  this  gentleman  forget  that  the  seat  of  a 
lord-lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  is  besieged  by  men  whose 
ready  venality  often  outruns  the  wishes  of  Government ;  who, 
in  addition  to  great  present  emolument,  grasp  at  ftiture  and 
numerous  •  reversions ;  who,  not  content  with  the  highest 
offices  in  their  own  line,  invade  the  offices  of  other  men, 
thrust  themselves  into  every  department,  civil,  military,  and 
ecclesiastical,  and  into  stations  for  which  the  whole  tenor  of 
their  lives  and  studies  has  rendered  them  wholly  unqualified ; 
who  accumulate  place  upon  place,  and  sinecure  upon  sine- 
cure ;  who  are  so  eager  to  obtain  the  wages  of  the  day  before 
the  day  is  well  passed  over  their  heads^  that  they  have 
emphatically  and  not  improperly  been  styled  ready-money 
voters ;  men  that  nothing  is  too  arbitrary  or  illegal  for  them 
to  varnish  by  their  eloquence  or  support  by  their  vote ;  men 
who  are  resolved  at  any  rate  to  aggrandize  themselves^  and 
care  not  how  soon  they  subvert  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try if  they  can  but  erect  the  fabric  of  their  own  fortunes  on 
its  ruins. 

While  our  governors  are  surrounded  by  such  men,  surely, 
gentlemen,  a  wise  and  moderate  and  disinterested  counsellor 
must  be  of  some  use  to  restrain  their  vicious  ardour,  and  to 
prevent  their  headlong  prostitution  from  subverting  our  liber- 
ties at  a  stroke.  But  however  this  may  be,  and  though  I 
have  said  thus  much  in  justification  of  this  distinguished 
character,  I  beg  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  by  no  means 
insinuate  that  his  conduct  in  supporting  administration  in 
general  is  such  as  I  would  myself  follow.  So  far  ft'om  it, 
gentlemen,  that  had  I  even  been  brought  into  Parliament  by 
his  interest,  I  should  nevertheless  have  considered  myself  the 
trustee  x)f  the  people,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  man  that  would 
have  taken  a  more  decided  part  than  I  should  have  done 
against  that  side  which  he  generally  espouses. 

Grentlemen,  I  might  call  upon  my  worthy  friend  who  has 
been  put  into  nomination  before  me — whose  truth  and  inte- 
grity are  only  surpassed  by  his  abilities ;  I  might  call  upon 
another  gentleman,  the  greatest  orator  in  this  or  perhaps  any 
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ler  kingdom — men  whose  testimony  and  approbation  would 
a  seal  upon  any  character  ;  I  could  call  upon  these  and  many 
others  with  whom  I  have  lived  in  intimacy  to  bear  witness, 
that  there  ai-u  lew  persons  who  were  not  in  Parliament  that 
took  a  more  active  part  than  I  have  done  against  most  of  the 
measures  of  govonmient  for  these  some  yeai's  past,  particu- 
larly during  the  late  unconstitutional  administration  of  Lord 
Townsheud.  A  man's  zeal,  gentlemen,  must  not  always  be 
measured  by  bis  situation ;  luid  persons  ino\  ing  even  in  aii 
humble  and  private  sphere  of  life  like  myself,  have  it  some- 
times in  their  i>ower  to  molest  an  arbitrary  administration. 

But,  gentlemen,  1  will  go  to  the  bottom  of  this  objection, 
and  will  take  it  for  granted  that  those  who  have  thrown 
it  ont  mean  to  Insinuate  that  I  was  a  dependant  on  another, 
and  therefore  not  a  proper  objoct  of  your  choice.  And  if 
^is  were  the  case,  I  would  readily  allow  the  force  of  the 
ibjection,  and  yield  up  all  pretensions  to  your  favour.  But, 
intlemen,  tliis  is  as  false  as  the  rest ;  for  a  few  months  ago 
obtauied,  at  too  high  a  price  indeed,  an  liononrable  inde- 
pendence; nor  ahall  any  motive  upon  earth  induce  me  to 
forfeit  that  indL-pendence. 

If,  gentlemen,  I  shall  be  tliouglit  worthy  to  represent  thta 
learned  University  on  the  tbundation  of  which  I  had  once  the 
honour  to  be  placed,  1  shall  consider  myaelf  as  the  friend 
neither  to  this  man  nor  to  that — attached  neither  to  this 
party  nor  the  other.  I  shall  consider  no  tie,  no  relation,  but 
that  relation  whicli  subsists  between  the  electors  and  the 
ilected.  I  shall  consider  myself  as  a  friend  to  nothing 
;t  the  liberty  and  the  constitution  of  my  country,  to  the 
ipport  of  which  I  shall  devote  my  lile  and  abilities,  while  in 
Dvery  part  of  my  conduct  I  shall  endeavour  to  approve  my- 
self no  uiiprolitJiblc  and,  I  will  be  bold  to  say,  no  unfaithful 
represenlatlve. 

I  have  a  Uiousand  a])ulugiea  to  make,  gentlemen,  for  having 
;en  up  so  much  of  your  time,  I  hope  that  tlio  necessity  of 
iplaining  a  matter  which  might  have  been  misconstrued 
id  misunderstood,  will  plead  my  excnae. 
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CoUecHon  of  Tracts  in  76  Volumes  made  by  Edhond  Maionx. 

^^  This  traly  valuable  collection  was  formed  by  the  aboye 
eminent  literary  character  (Malone)  daring  a  life  of  the  most 
ardent  reaearch,  and  contains  many  articles  of  the  greatest 
interest  and  scarcity  in  every  branch  of  literature.  It  is 
perhaps  unrivalled  in  tracts  relating  to  Ireland,  parliamentary 
proceedings,  politics,  and  the  drama.  It  is  also  particularly 
rich  in  the  classes  relating  to  church  affairs  and  divinity, 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  America,  British  colonies,  affairs 
of  Spain,  trade,  banks,  coinage,  history,  army  and  navy, 
elections,  peerage,  antiquities,  biography,  poetry  relating  to 
Milton,  legal  treatises,  languages,  critical,  universities  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge,  origin  of  printing,  prices  of  provisions, 
poor  laws,  rebellion  riots,  trials,  regency,  towns,  naturaliza- 
tion, satirical  jests,  and  other  facetious  productions,  and 
various  other  classes,  in  which  will  be  found  the  most  com- 
plete collection  of  tracts  by  Burke. 

'^  Also  an  extensive  series  by  Dr.  S.  Johnson,  Gibbon,  and 
Ralph  the  historians ;  Bishops  Berkeley,  Warburton,  Lowth, 
Gibson,  Sherlock,  Burnet,  Hurd,  Burgess ;  Deans  Swift  and 
Tucker.  Also  by  Drs.  Jortin,  Lister,  Lardner,  Corry,  De- 
laney,  Campbell,  Franklin,  Z.  Gray,  G.  Baker,  Waterland, 
Woodward,  Lucas,  Clarke,  Wells,  Comber,  J.  Brown,  E. 
Young,  R.  Bentley,  J.  Hill,  Priestley.  Also  by  Lords  Gren- 
ville,  Mount  Norris,  Duke  of  Portland,  Thurlow,  Chatham, 
Suffolk,  Mansfield,  Bath,  Camden,  Hardwick,  Orford,  Harvey, 
Molesworth,  Earl  of  Kildare,  Bolingbroke,  Ormond,  Essex, 
Ashbumham ;  Honourables  R.  Boyle,  C.  J.  Fox,  T.  Harvey, 
George  Canning,  H.  Grattan,  H.  Flood,  Tickel,  Sir  T.  Han- 
mer.  General  Burgoyne,  Governor  Hutchinson,  Duncan 
Forbes,  John  Wilkes,  Sir  J.  Lowther,  Sir  T.  W.  Meredith, 
J.  Holt,  Wm.  Temple,  C.  Bingham,  R.  Steele,  R.  Cox, 
W.  Petty,  Isaac  Newton,  A.  Welding,  L.  O'Brien,  R.  B. 
Sheridan,  Corbyn  Morris,  Macaulcy,  J.  Ponsonby,  and  Pery, 
Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons;  also  of  Soame 
Jenyns,  James  Boswell,  T.  Warton,  W.  Pulteney,  Quin, 
Derrick,  Mason,  Pope,  Congreve,  Cibber,  Garrick,  T.  Sheri- 
dan, Prior,  Sewel,  J.  Woodward,  A.   Malone,  Oldmixon, 
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Foote,  T.  Davies,  Upton  Egerton,  Macklin,  Aikin,  Theobald^ 
and  numerous  other  writers  of  note,  the  names  of  which 
alone  would  form  a  catalogue. 

"  Many  of  them  are  enriched  with  numerous  highly  inter- 
esting and  valuable  notes  in  the  autograph  of  Mr.  Malone. 
The  life  of  Congreve  is  nearly  re-written  by  him,  and  many 
others  are  much  increajsed  in  value  thereby.  The  collection  was 
purchased  in  Mr.  Malone's  sale  for  33^  lOs.""— Thorpe,  1838. 


Notes  written  to  Malone  on  WindhanCs  Memoir ^  1810. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  (21st  August,  1810)  terms  him  "one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  men  this  country  ever  produced." 
Lord  Wellesley,  writing  from  Dorking,  thanks  him  for  an 
"  interesting  memoir,  which  he  has  read  with  great  attention 
and  satisfaction,  and  with  all  the  respect  due  to  its  author  and 
to  its  subject"  Mr.  Trevor  (the  last  Lord  Hampden)  says, 
"  I  cannot  offer  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  this  obliging  atten- 
tion without  expressing  in  common  witli  all  the  friends  of 
that  great  and  amiable  man  my  admiration  of  the  just  and 
honourable  tribute  which  you  have  paid  to  his  memory,  and 
thence  have  equally  gratified  their  feelings  and  your  own." 
Lord  Rosse  writes  from  Parsonstown — "  He  (Mr.  Windham) 
was  undoubtedly  the  first  gentleman  in  England,  and  fully 
merited  everything  you  have  said  of  him  in  your  elegant 
panegyric.  I  regret  it  is  so  short,  ....  but  hope  it 
is  only  a  foretaste  of  what  we  may  hereafter  hope  to  feast 

upon The  newspapers  say  that  he  has  left  many 

manuscripts.  There  is  scarcely  a  subject  he  could  touch 
which  the  magic  of  his  imagination  would  not  turn  into 
something  beautiful  and  valuable."  Lord  Whitworth  says, 
"  Although  I  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  live  in  habits  of 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Wyndham,  yet  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you 
that  you  could  not  have  bestowed  your  work  on  an  individual 
more  sensible  of  his  virtues  both  public  and  private,  or  who 
laments  his  loss  more  sincerely." 

The  Bishop  of  Meath  says,  "  I  am  grateful  to  receive  from 
your  own  hands  the  tribute  of  praise  you  have  paid  to  a  man, 
whom  to  say  I  once  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  intimately. 
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is  to  say  I  esteemed,  admired,  and  loved He 

was  the  last  of  the  splendid  constellations  that  shone  in  that 
part  of  the  political  hemisphere  that  most  arrested  my  obser- 
vation when  I  first  knew  London What  a  void 

must  he  have  left  in  your  society !" 

Mr.  Canning  writes  from  Hinckley,  "  I  return  you  my  best 
acknowledgments  for  the  Memoir  of  Mr.  Windham  which  I 
have  read  with  great  though  melancholy  pleasure.  It  con- 
tains some  facts  that  were  new  to  me.  The  sentiments  are 
such  as  I  have  long  and  uniformly  felt  in  common  with  you 
and  with  all  who  knew  him  well  enough  to  value  him  as  lie 
deserved." 

The  Bishop  of  Dromore  tlianks  him  for  ^'  the  tribute  paid 
to  his  departed  friend,  Mr.  Windham,  whose  merit  as  a  man, 
a  statesman,  and  a  scholar,  was  above  all  praise." 

Mr.  Thomas  Grenville  expresses  strong  regrets  for  his 
^^  invaluable  friend,"  whom,   in   another  passage,  he  terms 

the  perfect  model  of  an  English   gentleman,"   and   add^<, 

The  general  regret  which  broke  forth  at  the  moment  of 
his  death,  showed  that  his  country  was  not  insensible  to  the 
greatness  of  the  loss  which  they  had  to  deplore  in  him — a 
loss  in  some  respects  quite  irreparable,  as  the  extraordinary 
combination  of  his  talents  and  character  enabled  him  to  do 
and  say  much  for  the  public  interests  which  no  man  now 
living  can  do  or  say  with  half  the  same  eflfect  or  advantage." 

Lady  Crewe,  the  Misses  Berrj',  and  Mrs.  Burke  lament 
him  as  a  most  serious  loss,  the  last  pathetically  as  ''  a  person 
I  so  sincerely  admired  and  loved  as  I  did  Mr.  Windham. 
I  feel  his  loss  most  sorely ;  for  he  was  from  his  great  atten- 
tion to  me  almost  my  last  support.     But  God's  will  be  done!" 

Lord  Holland  ^^  feels  it  to  be  a  flattering  distinction  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  sincere  firiends  and  admirers  of  Mr. 
Windham.  It  is  said  he  has  left  a  diary  from  tlie  time  of 
leaving  college  to  the  day  on  which  the  fatal  operation  was 
performed." 

THE  END. 
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